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‘Hellzapoppiners Bring B 


9 


way 


To Fort Dix: War Fund Nets $1,000 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Ft. Dix, N. J., Feb. 25. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ rolled into Ft. Dix | 


yesterday (Monday ), lock, stock and 
blank cartridges. And even Olsen 
and Johnson were surprised at what 
could happen Premature finale, 
however, was the greatest surprise— 
and the greatest laugh-getter. With 
John Callaghan warbling into the 
mike, Dippy Diers, on the floor in 
his drape - model _ straight - jacket, 
rolled into the precariously hung 
curtain and brought down the works, 
proscenium valance and all, on Cal- 
laghan's startled head. There was a 
brave effort to go through with the 


final number as scheduled, but no 
one cared. 

That was the finale, but hardly 
the beginning, as the show, with a 
cast of 92 and the heaviest prop list 
on Broadway, moved from. the 
Winter Garden to a stage that was 
meant for motion pictures and de- 


Nobody seemed 
to mind much, even when the lights 
wouldn’t work, when they had to 


Signed accordingly. 


(Continued on page 54) 


New Denominations 
In Silver Coin Would 
Help Radio’s Seliing 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Radio -stat sales. chiefs, 
pecially outlets that have 
built their story on direct mail sales, 
are putting up a genuine squawk 
about the monetary and coinage 
system of the United States and 
there likelihood that the subject 
of coinage will be brought up at the 
next national Sales Managers Di- 
vision meeting ; 


ion es- 


on those 


is 


By lo: £ experience the sales man- 
agers, especially those on rural ap 
> , 
Peal stations, have learned that in 


direct selling they are strictly out of 
luck if they ask thé listeners to buy 
anything by mail if the 
something which cannot 
by a single. Olitary coin. If the item 
Sells over the aii for a nickel, 
quarter, half or even a dollar, there 
1S a good chance for response. But 
to ask the listeners to send in 13c or 
20c or 30c or 40c, or any amount 
Which demands more than a single 
(Continued on page 55) 


BRITISH SONG ‘THANKS 
MISTER ROOSEVELT’ 


London, Feb. 25. 
Tommy Connor, local cleffer, has 
ee out a ditty, ‘Thanks Mr. 
Oosevelt,’ tune covering British ap- 
Preciation of the President's front- 
“4 aid to Britain gestures. 
_< was in.roduced by Bebe Dan- 
he *, appearing here with Ben Lyon 
er husband. : , 


item cost 


han 


be dled 


dime 


<7 





Milwaukee, Feb. 25. 
Tribute to the jukeboxes is paid 
in the billing of the Andrews Sis-| 


ters, currently at the Riverside the- 


atre, whose blurbs. proclaim: 

‘50 Million Nickels Can't Be 
Wrong! Meet the Queens of the 
Music Machines.’ 

‘T b R d 


Film Version Ups 
Stage Play's B.0. 


Twentieth-Fox's film version of 
‘Tobacco Road,’ which opened at the 


Roxy, N. Y., last week to sharply 


| divided reviews, is ‘just a trailer’ for 


the stage version, according to the 
latter management. It had been 
thoucht that the picture might force 
the record run drama off the boards 
at the Forrest, but it’s stated that the 
show played to an average of 60 
standees over capacity in the four 


performances on Saturday and Sun- 
» 


day (22-23) 

Despite the fresh attendance hoist, 
the stage version still advertises ‘last 
weeks’ and has been since early fall. 


Fact that the admission scale at the 


Forrest of $1.10 top, comparatively | 
close to the scale for the film, is also 
in the show’s favor. Gross ap- 
proached $7,000 last week, real coin 


for play which costs little to operate. 


Touring ‘Road’ continues its clean- 
up, playing multiple repeat dates 
Last week it 1t $16,000 in Washing- 
ton That did not include a Sunday 
afternoon and night performance 
there, when takings topped $3,600. 


BROTHER-SISTER WED 
NOT KNOWING KINSHIP 


Des Moines, Feb. 25. 


One of the strangest marital cases 
in district court records here was 
heard last week in a suit to annul 


the marriage of a 20-year-old youth 
to his half-sister. The case is that of 
Dwayne E. Hanks against Vina C 
Hanks, 35-year-old circus performer, 
known professionally as Trixie Mon- 
tana. 

The couple married at Winterset 
Ia., last Aug. 21. When they visited 
the boy’s mother she recognized Vina 
as her daughter by the first of het 
four marriages and in court she tes- 


tified that the boy’s wife was her 
daughter who had been adopied 
when a small baby by a farm family 
in Missouri 

Hanks i rw in military service 


' 
{ 
| 


NV 
all 


Ati 





| Negotiations for a New Con- 
| tract Come to a Head This 
Thursday — George E. 
Browne’s IATSE Silent on 


Demands 

PRODUCERS’ STAND 
| ——— 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Showdown between producers 
| and IATSE studio locals on ne- 


| 


gotiations for new contracts is 
expected Thursday (27). 

Labor leaders will meet with 
Pat Casey, preducer-labor con- 
tact. 

All crafts except cameramen 
and laboratory technicians were 
represented at the meeting Mon- 
day (24) when it was voted to 
force the issue with producers. 
New contract deals covering wages 
for 10,000 film 
nicians are stymied by the silence of 


E 


and conditions tech- 


George Browne and his Inter- 


national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

Emplo The Producers have been 

listening to the demands of the 
(Continued on page 20) 


Keeping That Schnoz 
Red Deductible, Fields’ 
Plea in 206 Tax Ciip 


H ily WwW od, Feb 


‘A rose by any other 


25. 


Shakespeare 


name would smell as sweet.’ 

W. C. Fields—My nose may not be 
a Shakespearean rose but it’s my 
U? le Sa ‘N Se polishing is not 
mn essential ~1naustry 

It was all about a $20,000 income 
tax difference between Uncle Sam 
and W. C. Field: U. S. wanted the 
money and Bill uid, ‘Listen, Uncle 

1 cant ipport a roseate schnoz 
for nothing. If I walked into a stu- 
dio without that red bugle I would 

(Continued on page 53) 


SPITALNY GIVES 30 
GIRLS NO-COST VACASH 


Phil Spitalny is doing a Santa 
Claus for his 30 girls, vacationing 
them for three at the swank 
Lord Tarleton Miami Beach, 
all expenses paid, and then they 
start a five-week trek through Texas 
theatres for Interstate. Open March 
21 in Houston. 


weeks 


hotel 


Spitalny and his all-femme orches- 
tra left on special train and with a 
special baggage car for Miami Mon- 


(24). 


J10 WORKERS 


———— + 


| 


Radio In No Rush 


for ASCAP Pact: 


Says: Let ‘Em Propose, We'll Study’ 





Maxfactoring a Gov. 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Governor Culbert Olson went for 
a makeup kit at Talisman Studio to- 
day. 
He’s appearing in a series of shorts 


/on national defense activities in Cali- 
| fornia. 


| finished 


Hitler Booklets | 


Prove Faux Pas 


With Col. Dises 


American music lovers apparently 
care little Adolf Hitler’s likes 
and dislikes to it 


pointed out how closely Hitler's life 


for 


in music or have 


parallels a particular musical theme. 


Copies of album of records inscribed 
with Richard Strauss’ ‘Hero's Life, 
turned out recently by Columbia 


Records, got pretty rough treatment 


because of an accompanying com- 
mentary written by Nicholas Slo- 
nimsk Music was recorded by the 
Cleveland Symphony Orchestra un- 
der Arthur Rodzinski. 

Commentary explained that the 
number is Hitler’s favorite and went 


on to draw comparisons with it and 
the fuehrer’s aims as laid out in his 


book, ‘Mein Kampf.’ Title of the 
tune is an indication of the nature 
of the remarks. Reaction to the 
leaflet was such that the record 
company recalled all the leaflets and 
is marketing the book without 
printed comment. Seems too mar 
buyers were inclined to return thei 
purchases with comments of the 
Ow! 


HENIE’S ICE REVUE IN 
61 DAYS GOT $1,224,000 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Sonja Henie Ice Revue last week 
its greatest money tour, 
snagging total of better than $1.224.- 
000 in its 61-day jaunt through the 
key towns. FI 

Arthur Wirtz closed show in 
Omaha after it had been averaging 
$20,000 daily since December, 


4 
. 4 





While prominent ad agency execs 
janticipate a settlement of the ASCAP- 
|radio row some time between April 
1 and 15, the behavicr of the board 
of directors of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters 


there 
will be no getting together with the 
Society for months unless the Fed- 


indicates 


eral government itself delivers the 
;}nudge, The N.A.B. board, which 
met last week, took the position that 
| al. it could do was wait until ASCAP 
|}produced a detailed set of alterna- 
| tive formulae from which the broad- 
| casters could choose. In contrast with 
this attitude ASCAP holds that it 
'cannot work out any formula until 
it meets with radio and finds out 
what the various broadcasters want. 

Rumor which spread through the 
music industry over the past week- 
end was that the N.A.B. board had 
already agreed on a proposition for 
ubmission to ASCAP. According to 
this report, the radio industry would 


offer ASCAP a flat income of $2,500,- 
000, with the N.A.B. itself deciding 


how this was to be divvied up among 
the networks and indie broadcasters. 


I 


The $2,500,000 is half of what ASCAP 
ot from radio in 1949. This type of 
proposition is nothing new for 
ASCAP Edward Klauber, CBS ex 
executive v.p., Over a year ago asked 
ASCAP how much of a lur »> Sum at 


(Continued on page 


Yesteryear Silent Pix 
Stars Into Rose’s New 


< 

N. Y. Nitery Revue 
Stage stars of yesteryear having 
paid off to the tune of $1,000,000 last 
ye at his Diamond Horseshoe, New 

York nitery, Billy Rose pial to co 
exploiting the boxoffice draw 

of oldtimers by resurrecting or 
ne Hollywood greats for } next 
shov New productior at the 

Horseshoe, called ‘The Silver Scere 

be a sentimental scree mu ‘a 
a\ ide, tracing back the hi i 
f Hollywood from the earliest silent 
one-reelers of 35 years ago to the 


lavish talkers and filmusicals of to- 
Carlyle Blackwell, Nita Nald 
and Mae Murray are set for the new 
Rose production; others in negotia- 
tion are Polly Moran, Charles King 
and Stepin Fetchit. New show opens 


day. 


March 18, 
‘Nights of Gladness,’ current Dia- 
mond Horseshoe production, closes 


| March 8 after 10 months and a gross 
{ 


(Continued on page 55) 














The Greatest Name in Show Business 


The Finest Comedian in America 


The Most Beautiful Girls in the World 








Earl Carroll Vanities, starring Bert Wheeler, with Hank Ladd—Milwaukee now, Chicago next. ; 
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15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


a 


I Hear a Rhapsody 
You Walked By........ 
High on a Windy Hill. 
It All Comes Back to 
Frenes! 

May IN 
There'll 

Tonight 

I Give You 
God Bless 
Wise Old 

Number 10 
So You're the One.. 
Last Time I Saw Paris 
San Ant ynio Rose. 


Me Now 


ever 
Be Some 
(Perfidia ) 
My Word 
America 
Ow! 
L wilabye eS Serer 


Love Again. 
Changes M: 


sence Gnecenalieerasetiny BMI 


| wood 
lof 


Music Sellers 


Feb. 22, 1941) 


Southern 
BMI 
Berlin 
BMI 


ee | 


Warrén 


Chappell 
Berlin 


ee ee ee 





Shows i in London Air Raid Shelters 


Reveal Feeble Tries at Entertainment *: 


———o - + 


REGGIE 
London, 


By 
Feb. 1.. | 


It’s a boring life in London these 
war-time nights, what with all the 


old haunts closed, no shows and 
those cozy seats on the aisle but a 

What's a reviewer to do” 
sit around and hear about | 
the missus’ fur coat that was in 
storage, and is now Lord knows | 
where. When they cleared fhe bomb 
debris they found the _ hanger, 
though. It takes a woman to recog- 
nize a fur coat by its hanger. 

Of course, there’s a shelter revue 
to escape all that. Like the one at | 
Selfridge’s, the department store | 
known to all visiting Americans and | 
other foreigners. Selfridge’s bargain | 
basement, now an air-raid shelter | 
looking after the welfare of 600 Lon- | 
doners, draws the folks nightly, raid 
or no raid, with their sleeping bunks 
already provided for them by the 
government. They have to vacate 
early in the morning. 

Selfridge’s is one of the many 
thousands of shelters in London, but 
considered one of the safest. 

Since the blitz, shelterers have 
been promised lots of amenities, 
cluding concerts, games, lectures, 
etc., but so far little has been ac- 
complished. In these long nights 
it’s very boring to spend five or six 
hours at a stretch before bedtime 
in a confined area without some sort 
of recreation. 

There have been several squawks 
among the shelterites, with the gov- 
ernment entertaining group having 
made some feeble attempt to provide 
concerts. So far, all they have been 
given are promises. Position has hbe- 
come so helpless that the St. Maryle- 
bone Borough Council, which 
after a big portion of West End of 
London, has decided to provide en- 
tertainments on its own. 
pointed Ernest J. warden, 

(Continued on page 53) 


THIS CAN'T BE FOG 


memory. 
He can 


looks 


It has ap- 
Noyle, a 


THAT SOAKED H’WO0D 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 

Film production stayed high and 
dry last week—and indoors. Pelting 
rains throughout the week and lap- 
ping over into the previous few days 
soaked the town and environs, flood- 
ing some sections of the town due 
poor drainage. Loss to the studios 
wasn’t extra heavy as they had been 
warned of the rain- to come. 

Rainfall to date is far above nor- 
mal and the town’s weather-prophet 
predicts more wet days to come. 
Once the sun breaks through there’ll 
be more outdoor shooting than the 
town’s known in years. Exteriors are 
being held up until the storm sub- 
sides. 


to 





Benatzky’s Operetta 


Dr. Ralph Benatzky, who has done 
three operas in Europe since his 
‘Forger of Kent’ in Dresden back in 
1926, has just finished writing a comic 
opera, ‘Belle of Venice.’ Leo Ler- 
man did the libretto. 

Benatzky does not plan to produce 


his new opera until the fall but in | 


the meantime will quit New York 
within the next three weeks to visit 
friends and former Viennese asso- 
eiates now in Hollywood. 


BURNS & ALLEN 


in- 





| 
| 
1 
| 


Cantor Wires Lindy 





Leo Lindy, the Broadway res- 
taurateur, did a guester with 
Fred Allen ljast week and Eddie 
Cantor, who has the competitive 
hour opposite Allen’s radio show, 
wired Lindy from the Coast: 

‘I still like your food; love and 
knishes’ (latter a non-‘Aryan’ 
food delicacy). 











OFF MARCH 24 


| 
| 





Burns and Allen wind up for 
Hormel with their March 24 -broad-'| 
cast, after a run of 39 weeks. 

Account is also giving up its Mon- 
day night half-hour on the NBC-red. 


OVER 1,000 CINEMAS SET 
FOR GREEK CO COLLECTIONS 


Number of theatres to participate 
in thé Greek War Relief collections 





| drive March 25-30 now exceed 1,000. 


Donations will he sought in the 
lobbies rather than inside as has 
often been done in the past, par- 
ticularly for the Will Rogers Me- 
morial hospital. 

Jules J. Rubens, operator of the 
Great States (Par) circuit in Illinois- 
Indiana, has rounded up close to 300 
theatres in Illinois alone, he has ad- 
vised Adolph Zukor, chairman of the 
amusement division of the G.W.R. 

Two midnight shows for the bene- 
fit of the fund have already been 
given, one in Johnstown, Pa., the 
other in Memphis. Many others will 
be held between now and March 30. 

In a general appeal issued yester- 
day, Zukor asked for widespread in- 
dustry cooperation in the fund col- 
lecting drive. He said: 

“Today, we of the amusement in- 
dustry are asked to do our small 
part. The suffering, the struggles of 
millions of valiant men, women and 
children will be lightened by know- 
that here in the United States 

are fellow humans who want them 

to win, and, furthermore, are willing 

to do something about it! John H. 

Harris and Gradwell L. Sears have 

very kindly volunteered to aid me 

in organizing all exhibitors and dis- 
tributors for this great cause. 
have set aside the period of March 
25-30 as the days to raise funds 
through the active participation of 
jall theatres everywhere. As chair- 
man of the Amusement Industry Di- 
vision 


ing 


the 


plete success.’ 





Up a Radio Dept. 


Rudolph Field, book publisher, is 


expanding to enter the radio pro- 


duction field. Ted Wilde will head 
the new department, located at the 
House of Field publishing offices, 


New York. 

First production of Radio-Field is 
‘Rolling Home, a dramatic series 
with Judith Alien. Other shows in 
preparation are ‘The Poor Man’s In- 
formation Please’ and ‘Tell Miss 


| Allen,’ 


‘Sherwood Mulis Film 


| There's a possibility 


| vy 


} reps 


| deal 


| 


We | 


of the Greek War Relief As- | 
sociation, I appeal to you to do your | 
share in making our drive a com- | 


Biog on 1 Floyd Gibbons: 


Film biog of Floyd Gibbons is betes | 
planned by producer Robert Sher- 
if current huddles ‘with reps 
state are successful. 
that Sherwood 
of the film a 
ch of the famed re- 
Quentin 


Gibbons e 


lay the basis 


bi 


use 
graphical sket 
porter prepared by 
nolds and N. Y 
columnist Louis Sobol. 

Producer is confabbing in New 
York with agent Mark Hanna, who 
Reynolds and Sobol on the 
labeled ‘Headline Hunter.’ If 
cannot be worked out, Sher- 
wood may go ahead with the film, 
using other biographical material ob- 
from Gibbons’ books, news- 
columns, radio scripts and 


as 


script, 


tained 


paper 


| news stories 


Sherwood has just completed his 
initial film, ‘Adam Had Four Sons,’ 
which Columbia is releasing. He 
b: ‘oug ht the print east with him and 

sibly remain in New York 
for the preem at the Music Hall 
next montn 

Sherwood's deal with Col. was for 
the one picture only. 


Bennee Russell Writes 
Plays As Change From 
Songs; Shubert Weighs 


Bennee Pane sengsmith, has 
written his first two straight plays, 
and has a tentative hookup with J. J. 
Shubert for whom he’s authored | 
stage musicals. Russell wants either 
Brian Aherne, Adolphe Menjou or 
Basil Rathbone for his plays, titled 
‘I Will Rock the World’ and ‘Heaven, 
Please Do Not Disturb.’ 

He leaves for the Coast this week 
to sound out talent. 


SINGING SAM’ CAUSES 





de Aen inte i nl 


THE BERLE- 





POOSOOSS+Se+eseses 


ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


POSSESSES STEPPES Oeeeee 


Hear that the Chamber of Commerce 





Pte +ooese 


Miami Beach, Feb. 25 
in California swears that last 


week’s rainy weather was piped in from Florida. 


It’s been raining so much in Califc 


the corner of Hollywood and Vine as 


Rey- | 
Journal-American 


' claims that e 


eplayboy 





COPY ACT'S ARREST 


Ph i ladelphia, Feb. 25. 
James Crawford, appearing at 
Hopkins Rathskeller under the moni- 
ker ‘Singing Sam,’ was. arrested 
Wednesday (19) charged with violat- 


| ing the State Advertising act on a 


warrant sworn 
Wilson, manager 
radio singer 


out by Fred Leroy 
of Harry Frankel, 
known as ‘Singing Sam.’ 
Crawford, whose right name is 
Joe Silvers, was held in $1,000 bail 
for a further hearing by 


Nathan -Beifel. Under the State act 
it is forbidden to use trade names 
belonging to someone else. 


TALU’S 6G BROOCH FOUND 
Chattanooga, Feb. 25 
to C. H. Simpson, theatre 
manager, Tallulah Bankhead is again 
in possession of $6,000 diamond 

brooch here 
Simpson found brooch on 
an automobile in which 
ridden from theatre to 
tion after her final performance here 
in ‘The Little Foxes. Valuable 
ht up w in Nashville, 


Thanks 


she losi 
floor of 
actress had 
railway sta- 


caug ith her 


| N. Y. to L. A. 
Maxwell Anderson, 
S. N. Behrman. 
Joe Breen. 

Gene Buck 

Earl Carroll. 
Jerome Chodorov. 
Douglas Churchill. 
Myron C. Fagan. 
Joseph Fields, 
Gene Fowler. 
Jack Hively. 
Katharine Leslie. 
Arthur M. Loew. 
Arthur Mencken. 
Sandra Michael. 
Ed Peskay. 

Benee Russell. 
George J. Schaefer. 


| LA. to N.Y. 
‘POOR MAN’S INFO PLEASE’. 


Rudolph Field, Book Publisher, Sets 


Sam Briskin, 
Jack Brower. 
Abe Burrows. 
Danny Danker. 
Andre Daven. 

‘Ed Gardner. 

Leo Jaffe. 
Alexander Korda. 
Paul Lukas. 

Abe Montague. 
Nina Oria. 
Albertina Rasch. 
Gottfried Reinhardt. 
George Seaton. 
Sam Schiff. 

Carl] Stanton. 
Gene Tierney 
Jock Whitney 


Of course, 
the beach and built a snow n 


it hasn’t been cold in Florida. 
nan out of sand. 


yxrnia that Billy Rose is looking ove 
an Aquacade site. 
Yesterday we went out 


A native of Miami went to the doctor with a strange complaint He 


front of his eyes. 
Abe Lyman has turned vegetarian. 
even wear a pork-pie hat. 
Hialeah—that’s Fiench for 
At the P: 


‘Hello S 


1ddock: Rogers and Morris (the poor 
continually tell jokes about girdles—that’s one way of getting bell 


very morning when he gets out of bed he sees new hotels i: 


He's so strict about it that he 
uckers’ 

man’s Cross and Dunn) 
y ii a 


Broadway Dept. 
Broadway. Sam says he is thinking of buying a farm next summer. From 


to plowboy. 
Since Dorothy Kil 
thinking of moving her 
‘21’. (See*if I care.) 
William Saroyan 
Anything Saroyan writes rate 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ proves 
bad arithmetic. The play has 21 
Successful night spots in New 
tinique and La Conga. A new 
Eddie (Leon & Eddie's) Davis will 
with an ear ailment caused by one of 


gallen 
‘office’ from 
denies that 
> more 
that 


York 


devoted a 


he is 


tha 


‘ang 


Bronx 


Sroadway Rose 


column to her, 8 
front of 


the front of Lindy’s to the 


Alarm W: 
never a ; 
a success In spite of 


the author of ‘Five 
in five alarms and is 

a play can be 

and only 12 corpses. 

are the Latin type, such as La Mar- 
nitery will be named La Pi 

be back tow ork soon. He was out 

his own songs. 


els’ 


Holly woodiana 


Hollywood is certainly 


proceedings last week even before she was n 


Jerry Colonna has built a beautift 
property in Beverly Hills and, 
going to build a house, too. 

An extra in a draft picture did so 
army gave him a one-year contract ir 


A Hollywood producer was told he’ 


He disgustedly replied, ‘Haven't we 
already?’ 


With the way it’s raining in Holly 


getting modern. 


A girl out there started diy 


orce 
rarried, 
il swimming pool and garage on his 
if everything goes all right this year, he’s 


well in the role of a private that the 
1 the same part. 

d be smart to buy ‘My Sister Eileen’, 
got enough relatives on the payroll 
‘Noah's 


wood, some studio could film 


Ark’ without even going out on location. 


Business is so good at Earl Carrol 
it will be known as the annex to the 


l’'s theatre-restaurant that henceforth 
‘Bank of America’. 


Music Dept. 
Do you think BMI songs will bring back the Pantages Circuit? 
A new form of songwriting has been started by Jack Mills, who pub- 
lished a song, ‘Now You Can Be Taller Than Her,’ for Adler Shoes. I'm 
writing a lyric titled, ‘She Won't Care What You're Wearing If You Br ing 


a Jar of Herring.’ 
The heac 


had a request for her. When the s 
replied, ‘To leave town’, 
Radio 


Magistrate | 


gem | 


| 


| left 


| civil district court here 


| 


Since quiz programs started, gang 


sters 


waiter at a New York night spot told a singer that a customer 


inger asked what it was, the garcon 


Dept. 


now refuse to answer questio 


is 


asked by the police unless they get paid for each question. 


Leo Lindy’s appearance on the Fred Allen show 


a borscht of glory. Mrs. 


mind the store. 


Lindy wa 


last week came off in 


sn't at the studio—somebody had to 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Peggy Hopkins Joyce: Hubby Hobby. 
the soc 


Gertrude Lawrences Lady in 


A Muggin’. 
Willing and 


Mickey Rooney: Eyes 
k. George Raft: Ready, 


Grable. Martha Raye: Holland Tunnel with Lip Rouge. Brenda & Cobina: 
Two Creepy People. 
Observation Dept. 

One of the chorus girls at the Royal Palm thought she was bitten by the 
love bug until friends proved the guy was a louse. 

Maxie Rosenbloom is proving every night at Slapsie Maxie’s that he’s 
punch-line drunk. 

The blimp marked ‘Goodyear’ flies over Miami Beach daily and vou can 
hear every hotel owner yell, ‘It’s a lie’. 

Eavesdropped at Sunny Isles: ‘She has so many lines in her face her 
friends call her ‘The Letter’.’ 

Eavesdropped at Latin Quarter: ‘He’d make a wonderful model for a 
hangover.’ 

Eavesdropped at the Mayfair: ‘He and the seat of his pants used to ne 


in society.’ 


Since ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ my fan mail has been so big I had to 
get another cigar box. 
Whatever Became of ———? 
Joe Woods’ ‘Mimic World’ Stutz & Bingham 
Anthony & Rogers Brems, Fitz & The Murphy Bros, 
Ruth Roye Doc Baker's ‘Flashes’ 
Afterpiece 


Now’s the time to figure out what 


you're going to owe the Government 


for the money you thought you earned last year, 


‘Bulk of Marg. Clark 565G 


Estate Goes to Her Sister | 


New Orleans, Feb. 25. 
Mrs. Marguerite Clark Williams, 
former film star and widow of Harry 
P. Williams, millioz.aire lumberman, 
an estate valued at $565,643.50, 
according inventory filed in 
j Friday (21). 
Mrs. Williams died on Sept. 25, 1940. 


to an 


Under provisions of her will, dated | 
bulk of | 


Oct. 29, 1939, she left 
her estate to her sister, 
in New York. The w 
bequests ranging from $200 to $6,000, 


the 
Cora Clark 


the remainder of her estate being left | 


to her sister. 

Of the estate, $418,088.39 was in 
Orleans parish, $109,025.54 in St. 
Mary parish, $37,849 in New York 
and $500 in Ouachita parish. The 
Orleans parish estate included stocks 
and bonds valued at $268,637, cash in 
bank totaling $19,679, and real estate 
valued at $96,732. Her jewelry and 
silverware were valued at $18,000. 


WENDY YENS B’ WAY PLAY 


Wendy Bartie, currently at 
Loew’s State, N. Y., is seeking a legit 
role while east. 

This is the first time, incidentally, 
Miss Barrie has played a 
Jagement on Broadway. 


ill contained 41 | 


Stage en- | 


ASTAIRE TEAMED WITH 
HAYWORTH IN COL. PIC 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

will 
Rita Hayworth for 
‘She’s My Uncle,’ which 
Everett Riskin produces. 

Studio 
| for a top role in its recent buy 
the Broadway stage play, ‘Pal Joey.’ 
Actor’s deal with Universal chilled 
after weeks of negotiation. 





Fred Astaire 


teammate 


have a new 
in 


| Columbia’s 


Astaire 
of 


is also considering 





REP’S MIDDLETON 


Ray Middleton, singer last heard 
in ‘American Jubilee’ at the N. Y. 
| World’s Fair, was signatured to & 
| term pact last week by Republi 
| He left for the Coast last Saturday 
to begin work in ‘Lady From 
|New Orleans.’ 


(22) 


SAILINGS 


= 20 (Los Angeles 
York Villiam Boyd, Grace Bra 
Piece ica). 





to 


New 


o 











Wednesday, February 26, 1941 


VARIETY 


MISCELLANY 8 





MUGGING AT THE MET 





Don't Look Now, Dinty Moore, But 


Frank Sullivan Is 


—— 


nk Sullivan, who has been 
ane squawks on behalf of him- 
self and other backers of ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ persons who by the 
way will doubtless have to pay ex- 
cess profits on their 1941 incomes be- 
cause of the gravy they are getting 
from the show, now wants a piece 
of Dinty Moore's restaurant, next 
to the Fulton, N. Y., where the hit 
js running. It is true that the eatery 
{3 benefiting, but not only | from 
‘arsenic.’ Sullivan disregards ‘Pana- 
ma Hattie,’ at the 46th Street on the 
other side of Moore's. His orders to 
Dick Maney, the show's press agent, 
follow: 

My Dear Maney: 

‘Enclosed is a little article 
which Professor John Dewey 
wished to write for the Colum- 
bia Journal of Philosophical Re- 
search. Will you please hand it 
to him? Do not delay, as their 
deadline is 1943. 

‘Your work on ‘Arsenic’ seems 
to me to be satisfactory, if per- 
haps a trifle unimaginative. I 
mean to say, why only 37 stand- 
ees last Monday night? And 
you have concluded no arrange- 
ment as yet with Dinty Moore 
for 10% of the business he does 
as a result of ‘Arsenic.’ All you 
have to say to him is that you 
will refuse tickets for ‘Arsenic’ 
to anyone who eats at his joint, 
and you will have him by the 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Prez Grants Showcase 
For Mex Talent to Woo 
U.S. Tourists’ Good Will 


Mexico City, Feb. 25. 
Mexico urgently needs a perma- 
nent theatre for the exposition of 





+ 





its folk music, dances and songs, be-! 


cause these are what American 
tourists most want in Mexico, ac- 
cording to Roberto Soto, veteran 
comic. He recently related this need 
to President Manual Avila Camacho 
during a command interview the 
head man had with Soto to ascer- 
tain how he is making out with his 


Mexican revue venture in New York. | 


American tourists, Soto told the 
President, consider that they are 
8ypped unless they see McCoy Mexi- 
can folk stuff in Mexico. 

The President indicated he will 
adopt Soto’s suggestion. It is ex- 
pected that the government will soon 
establish a theatre here for the ex- 
elusive presentation of folk lore. 

Soto is here recruiting a company 
of 62 for a New York show. 


MAURICE LIVINGSTON 
IN A JAM IN PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 10. 
S. Maurice Livingston, former 
Paramount and RKO exec here, Is 
under arraignment on charges of 
Complicity in an alleged racket to 
Obtain release of French war prison- 
ers in return for payments by their 

relatives He pleaded not guility. 
Livingston's arrest followed that of 








j 


| 
| 


| 


Mlle. Paulette Couybas, said by Paris | 


Police to be an international swindler 
Who, in 1935, was sentenced to three 
years in prison for obtaining 500,000 
francs by posing as the fiance of 
Archduke Wilhelm of Hapsburg. 


to have set up a committee for aid 
to prisoners under the alleged 
Patronage of the Duke de Nemours. 
hi enetton was said to have been 
es by Mlle. Couybas to solicit 
_ from relatives of prisoners on 
} © assurance that she could arrange 
or their liberation by way of Swi'z- 
re Livingston maintained he 
bow not know the woman was a 
Wwindler and acted in good faith. 
o worked for RKO until about 
. years ago and before that for 

- He’s also an attorney and was 


age known to the American colony 
N Paris ° 


Mile. Couybas was said by police | 


| 


Trying to Move In 


+ 


“BAR AED WITH ‘James Stewart and Ginger Rogers 
QWNING ASIDES, Loom Big for Top Player Oscars 





Missed Her Pet 





Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

Those inquiring of Mrs. Am- 
brose, 85-year-old Buffalo win- 
ner of last week’s $1,000 ‘Pot of 
Gold’ prize, as to her ideas about 
the stunt and the sponsor 
brought the startling response ‘I 
don’t know—I have never lis- 
tened to the ‘Pot-of-Gold’ pro- 
gram in my life.’ 

When questioned as to her re- 
actions to the award she stated 
ruefully, ‘I was so excited I 
missed my favorite program, 
‘The Aldrich Family.’ 








Ga. Solons Defend 
Fanner, Whom Scribe 


Raps for Senate Visit 





Atlanta, Feb. 25. 
Storm of comment swirled around 
last week after visit of fanner Sally 
Rand to State Senate. Sally had 
visited upper house at their invita- 
tion and directed a few remarks to 
solons. 


Reason for debate about bubbler’s 


| Visit was fact that Morgan Blake, 
columnist and erstwhile’ sports- | 
writer for James M. Cox's Atlanta 


Journal, and conductor of Bible class 
over WSB, had broadcast that Sally’s 
visit was disgrace to state and 
Senate. Senator J. O. Wall, aged 80, 
put these words into Senate record. 
‘Blake said she was a strip tease 
dancer, while at least 90% of the 
Senators thought she was a movie 
star. ‘And _ besides,’ he said, 
would have been impolite to object 
to her presence after she arrived.’ 

Senator H. B. (‘Hell Bent’) Ed- 
wards, of Valdosta, was a bit more 
outspoken. He praised Blake for 
being ‘a good Christian gentleman,’ 
but said he should hang his head in 
shame ‘for the injustice done this lit- 
tle girl.’ In fact, Edwards told 
Senate, Blake’s remarks indicated 
that ‘all the rhythm and the desire 
to shake a bit had gone out of his 
bones.’ 

Saliy’s visit to Senate was just one 
of many places she got around to 
during her spare time while she was 
filling three-night engagement at 
Ansley Hotel’s Rainbow Roof. 


JIMMY DURANTE’S RACE 
TO HIS DAD'S BEDSIDE 


Jimmy Durante was in a coast-to- 
death yesterday 
(Tuesday) in his attempt to reach 
the New York hospital bedside of 
his 92-year-old father, Bartholomew, 
who lies gravely ill. The Schnoz 
plane was grounded near the Rockies 


coast race with 


vesterday by bad weather, and he 
was forced to take a fast train to 
Chicago, where a plane awaited him 
for the rest of the journey to 
Gotham. 


Although resting comfortably, the 
elder Durante’s 
physicians to be 
yesterday afternoon. 


still critical 


Met’s Bulgarian Tenor 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. has 
signed Todor Mazaroff, Bulgarian 
tenor now in Italy, to a contract for 
the 1941-42 season. The tenor will 
receive $1,000 a performance and has 
been guaranteed three round-trip 
tickets for himself, his teacher, and 
his accompanist. He will probably 
make appearances at Chicago and 
Los Angeles. , 

Salvatore Baccaloni, basso-buffa of 
the Met, has just recorded six sides 
for Columbia including the arias 
from ‘Don Giovanni’ and ‘Barber of 
Seville.” Rise Stevens, Met contralto 
and Metro contractee, also has re- 





‘cently recorded for Columbia. 


‘it | 


condition was said by | 
late | 








1ST WEEK’S PROFIT 





By EDWARD SMITH 


| fourths of its season, on Monday (24) 
with the first profit of the season, 
| $5,500 for the week, on a top gross 
of $122,000 for 10 performances. The 
Met can thank Kirsten Flagsted, its 
Wagnerian b.o. star, for its profit, 


during the week, rolling up a gross 
of $42,500 with a profit of $5,000. 
Only new work was ‘Barber of 
Seville” Wed. (19) with John 
| Charles Thomas making his first ap- 





| pearance cf the season. Opera drew | 


$14,500, a $2,500 profit. The bari- 
|tone sang a lusty Figaro, giving 
|scant heed to the Italian text and 
| bringing down the house with loco- 
motive whistles and catcalls. Vo- 
cally he remains, at 54, as fine a 
baritone as there is in the country. 


Josephine Tuminia_ strengthened 
the good impression she made in her 
debut, singing and acting well as 
Rosina, while 
{viva was small sized and small 
voiced but artistically perfect. Ezio 
Pinza, Salvatore Baccaloni and Irra 
Petina mugged and _= scene-stole 
throughout the opera to the delight 
lof the gathering. As presented to- 
day at the Met the opera is high 
|} class musical comedy, but the au- 
dience eats it up. 

Monday (17) Saw the first of the 
Flagstad sellouts with a repeat 
| ‘Tristan und Isolde’ clicking at $15,- 
500, or a profit of $3,000. 

Tuesday (18) the company in 
Philadelphia sold out to a $15,000 
gross with ‘Otello,’ with Martinelli 
and Tibbett the draws. 


Thursday afternoon (20) ‘Sieg- 
fried’ dropped $500 on a gross of 
$11,500. 

Thursday evening (20) “Don Pas- 


quale’ grossed $8,000 with a $4,000 
loss. 

Friday afternoon (21) ‘Carmen 
with Gladys Swarthout drew $10,000 
as a benefit with a $1,000 profit. 

Friday evening (21) ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci’ with Mar- 


tinelli and Bonelli drew $12,500, a 
$500 profit. 
Saturday afternoon (22) ‘Fidelio’ 


with Flagstad and Bruno Walter 
sold out to a $15,500 house, a profit 
of $2,500. 

Saturday evening at a $4 top ‘Aida’ 
drew $10,000 or a $1,000 profit. 

Monday (24) ‘L’Amore dei Tre 
Rei’ with Grace Moore tumbled to 
$9,500 or a $2,500 loss. 


NAT ROSS SLAIN BY 


| DISCHARGED WORKER 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Nat Ross, 36, one-time director of 
| ‘Collegians’ and ‘Leather Pushers’ 
series at Universal, and later per- 


| sonal aide to Carl Laemmle and Irv- 
| ing Thalberg, was shot to déath yes- 
terday (Monday) by a discharged 
employe in a Los Angeles rag factory 
he operated as part owner. Ross 
died instantly from rifle shot through 
heart. 

Ross started his climb in film 
biz from office boy for Lewis Selz- 


nick. Successively, he became the- 
atre manager in New York, film 
salesman and then director at Uni- 
versal. His ‘Leather Pusher’ and 


‘Collegians’ series were top revenue 
getters for shorts at that time. His 
last film job was direction of ‘Ac- 
cidental Father’ at Columbia last 
year. 

~ Leaves Audrene 


widow, former 


| Brier, film actress. 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. of | 
N.Y. closed its 12th week, or three- | 


the soprano having sung three times | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|}rent 


Bruno Landi’s Alma- } 


|capitalize on this fact 


of | 


| Kemper and added those of Misses 


John Charles Thomas’ First) 
Appearance Draws $14,- 
500 Gross, or $2,500 Net 


| 





' 





By Academy : Hitchcock Vs. Ford 





Wynn’s Squelcher 





Graham McNamee attended a 
performance of ‘Boys and Girls 


Together’ at the Broadhurst, 
N. Y., last week, being seated 
well down front. Ed Wynn 


greeted him from the stage, 
which was the cue for someone 
in the balcony to start riding 
McNamee. Wynn promptly 
stopped the heckler by saying: 

‘Just a minute; one fool at a 
time,’ pointing to himself. One 
of the comedian’s top successes 
was ‘The Perfect Fool.’ 








Pitt Burleycite’s Free 
Use of Velez-Holman 
Names Jams It With BBB 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 








Casino theatre, town’s lone bur- | 
lesque house, not only got a flock 
of customer complaints this week but 
also fell from grace with the Pitts- 
burgh Better Business Bureau for a 
weekend advertisement on its cur- 
show. Attraction is called 
‘Peek-A-View’ and features Ginger 
Britton and Charlie Kemper, rotund 
comedian. Latter played the Nixon 
few seasons ago with Lupe Velez and | 
Libby Holman in ‘You Never Know’ | 
and Casino management decided to | 
although it | 
barely mentioned Kemper’s associa- | 
tion with the legit musical when he | 
was here last fall with Ann Corio, | 
no doubt figuring strip queen could | 
carry it alone. 

At any rate, Casino’s weekend ad | 
big-billed names of Miss Britton, 


Holman and Velez as well. It would 
have taken a telescope to read the 
small type after Kemper’s name} 
which said he was ‘formerly with’ | 
the latter two femmes. Not yer 
that, but the advertisement went into 
detail to identify Kemper’s former 
fellow players, hailing Miss Velez as 
‘the tempestuous Mexican stage and 
screen madcap’ and Miss Holman as 
‘the exotic radio and stage torch 
singer.’ 


Customers who complained that 
they didn’t see Lupe and Libby were 
shown the advertisement again—this 
time with a magnifying glass. 





‘BOOM TOWN’ GALLUPS | 
IN NO. 1, AHEAD OF ACAD | 


Poll by Dr. George Gallup of film- 


goers throughout the nation on ‘the 


best-liked pictures of 1940’ puts 
Metro’s ‘Boom Town’ on top. Other 
toppers in order of rank are ‘Knute 
Rockne,’ ‘Rebecca,’ ‘Northwest Pas- 
sage,’ ‘Strike Up the Band’ and ‘The 
Fighting 69th.’ 

Gallup survey, set for release to- 
day (Wednesday), was conducted to 
coincide with Academy awards,” 


which will be made in Hollywood to- 
morrow night. It includes pix re- 
leased between Jan. 1 and Nov. 30. 
List of 100 was shown respondents 
with the question: ‘Are there any pic- 
tures here which you especially 
liked?’ ‘Rebecca’ is the only one 
among the top six which is among 
10 nominated for an Acad Oscar. 
Interesting distinction was made by 
Gallup by separating frequent (once 
a week more) from infrequent 
theatregoers. Faves of the former 
group coincide almost exactly with 
the best six list as a whole. ‘Re- 
becca,’ however, is top choice among 
group which is held to be more dis- 
criminating because of its less fre- 
quent attendance. ‘Boom Town’ was 
second in this list, followed by 
‘Passage,’ ‘Rockne,’ ‘69th’ and ‘All 


or 
or 


| This and Heaven Too,’ 


| ca’ 
| Grapes of Wrath’ are certain to gar- 


hi 


Hollywood, Feb 25. 

With the extras again holding the 
balance of power in the selection of 
Academy achievement winners, only 
two standouts appear on the eve of 
the gala affair this Thursday night 
(27) in the Biltmore Bowl. It is 
pretty generally conceded that 
James Stewart will be handed an 
Oscar for his outstanding perform- 
ance in ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ and 
that Preston Sturges and his ‘The 
Great McGinty’ will have no serious 
opposition for the best original 
screenplay. 

It’s a photo finish in most of the 
other classifications, with long shots 


| standing a good chance in several 


of them. While the extras hold 
plenty of voting power, many of 
them are peeved at failure of the 
Screen Actors Guild to give them 


|a vote on policies, and are refusing 


to mark their Academy ballots. This 
makes it even more difficult to pre- 
dict winners in advance. 
‘Town’ and ‘Correspondent’ 
While David O. Selznick’s ‘Rebec- 
and Darryl F. Zanuck’s ‘The 


ner a flock of votes, the wise boys 


| are insisting that it will be a close 


race between Sol Lesser’s ‘Our 
Town’ and Walter Wanger’s ‘For- 
eign Correspondent.’ The latter is 


given a slight edge because of the 


| military fervor sweeping the coun- 


try at this time. It is an open pay- 
off, however, with the number of 
extras voting determining the win- 
ner, 

Other nominations for the award 
for the outstanding production are 
‘All This and Heaven Too,’ War- 
ners; ‘The Great Dictator,’ Charles 


Chaplin; ‘Kitty Foyle, RKO: ‘The 
Letter,” Warners; ‘The Long Voy- 
age Home,’ Argosy-Wanger-UA; 


‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Metro. 
James Stewart appears to be al- 
ready in so far as the Oscar goes for 
the most outstanding performance 
by an actor. If the preliminary 
(Continued on page 85) 
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Freer Interchange of Stars Among 
Studios Has Helped Pix Quality 


interchangeability of | 
among studios, which has de- 
veloped during the past few years, 
has greatly improved the quality of 
film yarns. Whereas producers in 
the past have frequently been hog- 
tied in their selection of stories be- 
cause they have had to tailor them 
to their own stars, they now have 
greater freedom in picking a prop- 
erty on its story value alone. 

That’s the opinion of William J. 
Fadiman. eastern story editor of 
Metro. He points out that in years 
gone by, yarn after yarn with ex- 
cellent film potentialities came into | 
story depart: ents and had to be dis- 
carded because the right players for 
them were on someone else’s lot. Or, 
if the studio found it had the per- 
fect male lead for the story, it also 
discovered the vis-a-vis was under 
contract to a competitor. 

‘That situation,’ Fadiman said, ‘has 
now been pretty much eliminated by 
two things. First is the willingness 
of studios to lend or exchange their 
stars and the second is the large list | 
of freelancers now available or peo- | 
ple who are under contract to a stu- 
dio for only one or two pictures a | 
year and can be hired when not) 
otherwise engaged.’ 

With the problem of star availabil- | 
ity diminished, Metro story editor | 
declared, greater concentration can | 
be given to the numerous other 
points which must be looked for in| 
choosing a book, play or original for 
filming. He listed more than a dozen 


Increased 


tars 





| 
| 





Blues Born All Over 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

De Sylva, new production 
boss at Paramount, assigned Victor 
Schertzinger to direct ‘The Birth 
of the Blues,’ slated to start in April. | 
Cast is topped by Bing Crosby, Mary 
Martin and Carolyn Lee. 

Crosby’s next thereafter will be 


B. G. 


ian untitled musical with tunes by | 


Irving Berlin. Mark Sandrich will 
produce and direct. He is directing | 
‘Skylark’ on the Par lot. 


Rep.’s $15,000,000 
For °41-42 Program 
Of 66; 6 at $1,000,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Republic is spending $15,000,000 for | 
its ’41-42 lineup of 66 pictures, which | 
is an increase of $5,000,000 over last 








western quarterly sales meet at the 
studio. Output comprises 32 features, 
30 westerns and four serials which 
includes six de luxers to cost up to 
$1,000,000 each. 


Yates said world premieres will be 
held for ‘Lady From New Orleans’ in 


| bang-bang 


angles for which all major studios, N. O. and “Sis Hopkins’ at a site to be 
and the indies too, look in making | <clected. 
lections. These include: : - 
“_ Commercial significance. Has | a by Jas. R. Gr ie 
7 > hed event eeeesiting as a | Sales head, Yates leaves tonight for 
the story had great pre-: iia | the Frisco session to be followed by 
best-selling book, magazine serial or |meets in Atlanta, New York and 


Broadway play? | Toronto. Yates and Grainger later | 


2. Censorability. Would the story | wii) personally tour 33 key cities in | 


have to be chopped to death to get | this country, six in Canada. | 





bodies? 

3. Possible series value. Is the | 
yarn, after the characters have been | 
established, good for sequels? 

4. Story values. These include 
emotional impact, dramatic friction, 
character conflict, suspense, climaxes, 
subordinate characterizations, com- 
edy relief and contrast, topicality of 
theme, universality of theme, back- 
ground and setting, probable produc- 
tion cost and writing cost including 
original purchase price. 


DECREE UPS 
20TH STAFFS 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Imminent operation of the consent 
decree has resulted in heavy pay- 
roll increases in three departments 
at 20th Century-Fox. 

Personnel has been doubled since 
last year with 82 actors, 12 associate 
producers and 46 writers now being 
carried. 


it past the Hays office and 4 











Col. Tones Down ‘Thing 
Called Love’ Following 
Joe Breen’s N.Y. Huddles 


Trouble over so-called = spicy 
screen fare flared again last week 
when a Catholic church movement 


condemned ‘This Thing Called Love’ | 


(Col.) and Joseph I. Breen, No. 1 
troubie-shooter for the Hays office’s 
Production Code Administration, 
hurried to New York for confabs 
with Columbia officials over the 
picture. Columbia’s home office 
execs accepted the suggestion that 
certain changes be made, and the 
revamped version of the production 
Was scheduled to go before the 
church’s reviewing group late yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

Breen shoved off for the Coast 
Monday (24), 





In It All the Time 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

First freelance job for Rosemary 
Lane, former star at Warners, is one 
of the top spots in ‘Show Business’ 
at Columbia. 

She recently returned from an 
eastern stage tour, 





M-G’S RAY MacDONALD 





Ray MacDonald, of the terp team 





been inked by Metro. 
leave for the Coast, however, for a 
couple of months, as studio’s first 
spot for him is in ‘Babes on Broad- 
way, which will hit the cameras 
about that time. Dancer nevertheless 
has been placed under a term, not 
one-picture, pact. 

Adele Longmire, ingenue lead in 
‘Old Acquaintance,’ current Broad- 
| way legiter, has been optioned by 
Metro. She has a run-of-the-play 
contract, Metro getting first crack at 
her services when ‘Acquaintance’ 
closes. 


Ski-Minded Hollywood 
Builds $1,000,000 Run 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
With Hollywood becoming strongly 











ing subscribed for a ski course and 
winter resort within three hours 
drive of here. 

Steve Hanagan’s campaign in Sun 
Valley, with film names tied in, has 
made skiing the most highly pub- 
licized winter sport on the Coast. 





Still Flaiking Away 


| 7 - 

Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

| ‘Underground,’ an anti-Nazi story, 

rolled today (Tues.) at Warners with 

Vincent Sherman as director. 

| Picture is based on a tale by Oliver 
. P. Garrett and Edwin 

Mayer. 


ski-minded, around $1,000,000 is be- | 


Justus | 


Comedy ‘Whaddaya Hear 


| From Mob’ Film Cycle? 


Run of humorous gangster films 
appears to be on the verge of flow- 
ing from the Hollywood tap. Success 
of 20th Century-Fox’s low-budgeted 
‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ has in- 
spired studios to a search for more 
stories like it. 


yon's ‘Slight Case of Murder’ several 
years ago, although that apparently 
created no demand for more at that 
time. 


Another ‘whaddaya-hear-from-the- | 


, 


mob.’ 
which has been hitting good grosses, 


'has also keyed some interest from 
the studios in gangster epics. ‘Sierra,’ | 


however, is more on the serious side, 
and most story departments are anx- 
ious to get gangster yarns with the 
kidding angle. Producers feel that 
the serious ones, unless topnotchers, 
are in danger of smelling of corn. 

Paramount holds one humorous 
trigger tale and, like other studios, 
is in the market for more. Its story 
is ‘Buy Me That Town,’ in which a 
couple of the high-powered racket 
boys come in and buy up a whole 
city. An original, it is by Harry 
Gourfain, stageshow producer at 
WB’s Strand, N. Y., and Murray Bol- 
tinoff and Martin Rackin, New York 
newspapermen. 





PAYING ASCAP 
FEES 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

Following the advice given by S. 
P. HalZern, local attorney, at the re- 
cent 
here, many theatre owners in the | 
territory have discontinued paying 
ASCAP fees. 

Halpern tells the exhibitors that 








| ASCAP can’t legally license record- 


AND ADELE LONGMIRE | ing rights and then license the re- 


production rights of a tune. Under 
a ruling in the state of Washing- 
jton, too, he points out ASCAP 


of Grace and Ray MacDonald, has} has been adjudged a monopoly and | 
He won't | has no standing in court in case} 


| it sues in an effort to collect. 

| The local lawyer has been retained 
| by some of the exhibitors to defend 
them in case ASCAP does bring 
| suit. 





Gen’! Motors Futurama 
Encores in Radio City 





General Motors Futurama, ace free 
attraction at the N. Y. World's Fair 
in 1939-40, will be the main attrac- 
tion at the Museum of Science & In- 





15. Approximately half of the hall 
| housing the museum has been set 
aside for the G-M exhibit, with art- 
ists and workmen now installing and 
polishing up the miniature sets. 
Steel City, the Highways of To- 
|}morrow and the Grand Canyon 





|scenes of the Futurama will be in- | 


'cluded in the transplanted exhibit. 
It is costing more than $20,000 to 
instal it.in the Radio City museum. 





Long and Short of It 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

John Payne, who stands well above 
| six feet, is picked as the leading man 
for five-foot Sonja Henie in ‘Sun 
Valley’ at 20th-Fox. 

| Currently Payne is working in 
‘The Great American Broadcast’ at 
the same studio. 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





[| Arty tegits into pix. ..........0066 
Pro-Nazi Argentine film company. 


Joe Coyne dies in England........ 
Equity’s stand on army shows..... 








Radio reviews: Ann Dvorak, Tito Guizar, Eddie Cantor, ‘Car- 
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First film kidding the | 
boys was Damon Run- | 


Warner Bros.’ ‘High Sierra,’ | 


Northwest Allied convention | but the lesser theatre help is scarce. 


Don’t Practice What They Preach 








except that the groups themselves 


Exhibs welcome suggestions from community groups on bookings— 


too often fail to patronize the films 


they recommend, That was the complaint registered last week by 
Herman M. Levy, exec secretary of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 


of Connecticut. 


Review in New York. 


He made it in a q. and a. session with 110 delegates 
to the community motion picture council of the National Board of 


‘Make yourself a part of the theatre man’s program all year round,’ 
Levy urged, ‘instead of coming to see him only with complaints or in 


asking for favors. 


femmes, as it applies to their 
communities, 





The exhibitor welcomes suggestions on pictures, 
provided you come to see them after he books them.’ 
Levy explained details of the consent decree to the delegates, mostly 


work with t*e theatres in their 








‘Albany Wonders If 


N.Y. Censors 











Veering to Greater ‘Liberality 


San Diego’s Defense Boom 





San Diego, Feb. 25. 
Shortage of labor among ushers 


| 
, _ | and doormen is worrying film house 
amards qutey, a8 enneuneed By Wee NW INDIES STOP operators here, the result of high 
bert Yates today (Tues.) at the wages paid to young men in the air- 


plane and other defense project fac- 
tories which have sprung up in this 
sector, 


George Bowser, chief of the Fox- 
West Coast theatres in the border 
city, has been importing employees 
from Long Beach and other north- 
ern cities to fill the employment gap. 
Some of them have slept on the 
stages after working hours until they 
could arrange for regular sleeping 
quarters. House managers and as- 
sistants, who draw higher wages, are 
not affected by the labor turnover, | 





Makes Theatre Help Scarce 


Albany, Feb. 25. 

The action of Board of Regents in 
overruling Irwin Esmond, director 
of motion picture division, State Ed- 
ucation Dept., on ‘Kidnapping Go- 
rillas,” and upholding him on ‘Life 
on the Hortobagy,’ caused a differ- 
ence of opinion on Capitol Hill as 
to whether the Regents were shift- 
ing to a more ‘liberal’ viewpoint. 
The clear-ahead for Jewe: Produc- 
tions’ appeal on ‘Kidnaping Goril- 
las,’ coupled with green-lighting in 
recent months of several other films 
which had been red-signaled, led 
some observers to believe Regents 
were not following Esmond’s judg- 
ment as unswervingly as they and 
education commissioner before them, 
long did. 

Lifting the ban on ‘Ecstasy,’ after 
several years of repeated refusal 
to do so, seemed to certain side- 
liners proof of this fact. However, 
the version the Regents okayed was 
a deleated one, with the big punch 


Three of the larger sections of the | 


dustry, Radio City, starting March | 


Dietrich and Leisen 


| Packaged With ‘Miss 
| Madden’ for Columbia 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Charles K. Feldman, of Feldman- 
| Blum agency closed a package deal 
| with Columbia combining Marlene 
Dietrich as the star, Mitchell Leisen, 
producer-director, and James Ed- 
| ward Grant’s ‘Miss Madden Is Will- 
ing’ the vehicle. Agency, additional 


to placing its clients, participates in | 


the profits of the picture. Produc- 
| tion start is set for June to permit 
| Leisen and Miss Dietrich to fulfill 
| previous commitments. 

Feldman recently consummated 
another such group deal at Universal 
‘comprising Dick Powell and Joan 
| Blondell, Leigh Jason, director, and 
| the story, ‘Model Wife.’ Similar ar- 
rangements are being negotiated 
with other studios. 


MARLENE LOSES POINT 
IN $98,750 PIX SUIT 


Marlene Dietrich lost an attempt 
ito strike out part of a complaint 
against her in N. Y. supreme court 
| brought by Forrester-Parant Produc- 
tions, when Justice Aaron Steuer de- 
nied her plea. The actress claimed 
| that those parts of the complaint 
showing the efforts devoted by plain- 
| tiff to securing a story for her, the 
many changes made to meet her con- 
venience, the expenses involved in 
hiring script writers, directors, pur- 
chasing of stories, etc., would tend 
to prejudice her at the trial. 

Miss Dietrich says that these state- 
ments will create sympathy for the 
plaintiff, and show her as arbitrary 
and capricious, while at the same 
time beclouding and obscuring the 
real issues. Plaintiff asks $98,750 
damages; claiming the actress 
breached a contract with it to make 
a film in France. 


3d Filming for ‘Twin Beds’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Edward Small borrowed Ralph 
Murphy from Paramount to direct 
‘Twin Beds,’ based on the old stage 
comedy. 


Play was filmed in 1920 and again 
in 1929, 





| 


| 
| 
} 
| 











scene excised, 


Last week's action on ‘Gorillas’ 
was viewed by the above observers 
ag further evidence of Regents’ new 
attitude. Several well-informed per- 
sons think correct explanation is 
that Regents is taking things a 
little more into its own hands, but 
that it neither has nor will make 
any decided swingaway from a view- 
point, a line of reasoning, which 
has long prevailed. None of films on 
which there have been recent re- 
versals was so-called major product. 

Esmond was pictured in the press 
at time Regents issued a license for 
| the first-rejected ‘Yes, My Darling 
| Daughter’ (WB) as having been 
| overruled, Insiders, however, al- 
| ways insisted this was not actually 
| the case; that changes in several se- 
|; quences were made, and that Re- 
| gents, with Esmond’s approval, then 





| granted a permit. Main points of 
| difference between that and ordi- 
nary appeals was the speed with 


which appeal on ‘Darling Daughter’ 
was handled. This was supposed to 
have been due to Warners’ large 
investment in the picture and the 
fact it had already been booked and 
advertised for showing in New York 
city. 
| The Regents, in supporting Es- 
mond’s ruling on ‘Life on the Hor- 
| tobagy,’ denied an appeal by Eureka 
| Productions, Inc. This film had been 
| up for consideration before. Neither 
| Esmond nor the Regents agreed with 
| the first claim it did not require a 
|license for public exhibition, be- 
cause it was really a newsreel. The 
| picture was held not licensable, un- 
der Education law. 

Esmond has a perfect court record 
on film appeals, 


WB SIGNS REFUGEE 
AUTHOR, NEUMANN 


Alfred Neumann, refugee writer 
who arrived in New York last week 
from ‘Lisbon, has been pacted by 
Warner Bros. He’ll leave for Holly- 
wood shortly after the opening on 
Saturday (1) of ‘The Mad Emporer,’ 
French-made film, at the 55th St. 
Playhouse, N. Y. 

Neumann is the author of the 
novel, ‘The Patriot,’ from which 
‘Emporer’ was made. It was also 
filmed, under the original ‘Patriot’ 
title, by Paramount in 1928 with 
Emil Jannings in the role currently 
played by Harry Baur. Gilbert 
Miller also did a legit version on 
Broadway. 

Neumann is slated to do historical 
script for Warners, 
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PRIME ’41-42 SALES PLANS 





Despite the 1940 Consent Decree, 


Rep. Boren (Okla.-D.) Would Start 


Congressional 


Probe Into Pix Biz 


» 








Washington, Feb. 25. 

New legislative gadfly is buzzing 
around the film industry. He’s la- 
beled Representative Lyle H. Boren, 
an Oklahoma Democrat, and _ his 
stinger is a resolution for a pene- 
trating special Congressional probe 
of all the complaints and squawks 
about every phase of the business 
from treatment of extras to lobby- 
ing. 

While declaring emphatically that 
he is not aiming at anybody or any- 
thing in particular, Boren explained 
the reason for his proposal Monday | 
(24) is a conviction that even if lived | 
up to, the 1940 consent decree won't | 
correct everything that appears to 
be wrong with the industry, along 
with a feeling that some sort of ‘im- 
partial’ study of all aspects is im- 
perative. There is so much smoke 
that something must be burning, he 
figures. 

Introduction of the measure cre- 
ating a select five-man House com- 
mittee with power to haul reluctant 
witnesses to the stand astounded in- 
dustry observers around the Capitol. 
For word was passed last year that 
Boren had given up the thought of 
prescribing a panacea. (Another 
whisper was that certain major com- 
pany legmen had dug up some defi- 
nitely embarrassing personal dope 
and the Oklahoman was aware of 
their discoveries). 








Effectually contradicting himself, | 
Boren declared he is not scalp- | 
hunting and professed to have | 


(Continued on page 20) 





US “41-42 SALES - 


| 


DRIVE STARTS 


ae 


Machinery for the {mmediate ne- 
Zotiation of 1941-42 deals has been 
set In motion by Universal, earliest 
in advance of deliveries that the in- 
dustry has known and, for the first | 
time with U, with the 
coming season’s program designated. 
Releases will not begin until Sept. 1, 
seven months off. 

Salesmen are out to contact Ac- | 
counts following the recent national | 


complete 


convention in Chicago and district | 
regionals held last week. F. J. A. | 
McCarthy, eastern. division sales 


chief, returned to New York Mon- 
day (24) after holding regional meets 


in Cleveland and New Orleans. He 
aiso had a meeting in N.Y. prior to 


other 


+ 
to 


the two but before 
back the h.o. made a 
Dallas on sales matters, 
Bill Heineman, western division 
manager, held a regional session at 
Chicago and another in San Fr: 
Cisco last week. He is follow 
this up with a tour of some of hi 
western territory getting 
back to N.Y. . 


~ 
( Ory pany 


coming 
Stop at 


Y 


before 
will have 44 features. 
from Frank Lloyd. 


actions and 


Plus three extra: 
as wel] 
four 

Being the only distributor making 
8erials excepting Columbia and Re- 
Public, U for the 1941-42 season {s 
Spending $300,000 more on this type 
of product than it ever has before. 
Company has made a check on radio 
Programs, magazines, newspapers, 
€ic., on serials as a guide. 

One of its serials will be ‘Gang 
Busters.’ In order to get the title. 
nea a deal with Metro which | 
' t, paying the latter $38,500 | 
or the rights. Metro had planned | 
making a feature thereof. 

In the Shorts division, among se- | 


as a 
serials, 


series of 


= Which U will have for 1941-42, 
sce be 13 two-reelers under the 

ad of Personality and Name Band 
lusicals’ which will feature leading 
orchestras but with regular U con- 
tract talent also thrown in for added 


Strencth. Russ Morgan stars in the 
first, while nd ha 


i e deal for 1 
t 7s) ~ . 
ust been closed with Jan Garber. 


+} . 
ine secc 


| roadshow or 


on three 


+ 


Tribute to Frank Freeman 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Film execs paid tribute to Y. Frank 
Freeman, reelected president of the 
Producers Association, at a dinner 


hosted by Louis B. Mayer. Other 
guests were Edward Mannix, re- 
elected vice-president, and Cliff 


Work, second v.p 

In addition to Mayer, the speak- 
ers were Samuel Goldwyn, Will 
Hays, George J. Schaefer, Harry M. 
Warner, Mendel Silberberg, Man- 
nix and Work, 


CITIZEN KANE 
RELEASE DATE 
NOT YET SET 


With release date of Orson Welles’ 








‘Citizen Kane’ the day after tomor- | 
row (Friday), not a single playdate, | 


otherwise, has been set 

That’s taken to indi- 
cate trouble ahead on the picture 
which Willi Randolph 
alleges too closely parallels his own 
life. Hearst is bringing 
much pressure on the RKO director- 
ate to shelve the film. 

Meantime, RKO prez George J 
Schaefer paid a quickie plane visit 
to New York, arriving Friday (21) 
and leaving Monday (24) after con- 
fabs with important board members 
and other execs of the company. 
‘Kane’ is understood to have been 
foremost in the discussions. Schaefer, 
Welles’ stron san. «withir 
RKO, is reported to have said Mon- 
day that its within the 

T 


for the film. 


am 


reported 


fest parti 


developmer 


next few days, following his return | 
to the Coast, will ‘probably make it 
possible to release the picture within 


two WeeKS. 


in One Week 


Seattle, Feb. 25. 


Seattle Ban Off 


The ban on RKO publicity in this 
burg, on the part of Hearst’s rag, 
he Post-Intelligencer, lasted just 


and then was lifted with- 


out explanation. The trouble started 
over RKO’s ‘Citizen Kane.’ 
The theatres reciprocated in kind 


> >} 
two WeeKS, 


by cutting down space used in ads 
for RKO pix. Anyhow it’s back to 
normalcy now for RKO stuff in the 
Pb 


LEMAIRE AT PAR AS 
PROD. AIDE TO DESYLVA 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Rufus LeMaire has bee brought 
into the Paramount executive setup 
as aide to B. G. DeSylva, head of 


yroduction. 

Recently cas 
LeMaire has 
with Pandro 


é 
I ; 
ting head at Warners 
executive t 


p ISU 
Berman at 


held 


RKO and 


| Charles Rogers. 


UA Options Rowland 
For Three More Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

United Artists took up its option 

more features to be pro- 

duced by Richard A. Rowland, fol- 

lowing his first picture under 
contract, ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop.’ 

Next film is ‘Battle of Britain,’ on 


Courtne Fitzsimmons is 





the 


do- 


i —_——--————-— 


Hearst | 


j ali mil , pret n 
vealing military secrets, In 


Mb, Ril 
WILL hi 


Par, WB and 20th Probably 
to Do the Same Despite 


UF le 











| 





Conclave in Chicago 











|jors under the consent decree m: 


1941-42 when the new selling be- 
comes effective, sales conventions are 
planned by at least two, Metro and 
| RKO. The others have made no de- 
| cisions in this direction but probable 
that they will hold the usual sales 
powwows, either on a national scale 
or in the form of regionals. These 
are Paramount, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox. 

Meantime, the distributors outside 
of the c.d., are trying to steal a 
march on the Big Five by setting up 
their '41-42 programs at a very early 
date and getting the salesmen roll- 
ing. Universal was first with a na- 
tional meeting in Chicago early this 
}month followed by five regionals, 
| while also rushing plans is Repub- | 
|lic. Company started the of 
five regional meets at Los Angeles 
Sunday (23), announcing a program 
| of 30 features, 30 westerns and four 
Second session will be in 








first 


seriais, 


Kansas City tomorrow (Thurs.) and 
| Friday (28), the third at Atlanta, 
| March 3-4, fourth in New York 


(Continued on page 53) 


EDRs Gag-Press | 
Hint May Cue 
Pix Censorship’ 








Federal censorship of a ] 
sort was forecast for motion pictur: 
last week by Pre lent Roosevel 

leclamation against newspapers re- 


the opin- 


Consent Decree’s Restric-| 


| BLOCKS-OF-5 BY JUNE | 


$40,000,000 Frozen Pictur Money 
QMEETS In England, Australia, New Zealand: 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


tions—U Stole a March by 
Its Last Week’s National | 





Although not all of the five ma-| 


announce a full year’s lineup for| 





U.S. Pix Worrying How to Thaw It 





% Patriotism 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Several agents are slated to be 
hauled on the carpet by Artists 
Managers Guild for ‘cutting in’ 
on the clients of a percenter 
tabbed for military service. No 
sooner did the word get around 
that the agent had been apprised 
of his early conscription than a 
half dozen feilow workers started 
putting the arm on his list. 
AMG wil! ask an explanation 
of the unethical conduct. 











KORDA DENIES 


lion of film industry experts 
While state censorship laws attempt 
to curb morals in films, any national 
censoring initially would be confined , 
strictly to withhol ling information 


about the army, navy, marines, and 
other national defense. 


all 


Motion picture company execu. | 
tives were astonished by the bold 
tand assumed by President Roose 


velt as regards freedom of the press, 

th > a iplied threat tl at if news- 

, 1k l el W é € u t t to 
Ca } f ‘ret 

1 \ © 2 t t ol 
DY € ¢ T 

I i ol tl @CsC< i¢ him 

Crt ¢ 

( g of ne ] as far a 
ly y f teé ( nce ea h 

beer x | for several 1 

Wa tted N.Y. tl VE 1] 
ories concerning the navy, marine 

army or national defense has been 

brought under U.S. surveillance as 


result of direct orders from the Fed- 
eral Army regarding photographing 
of military material. 

Just how far Federal censorship 
will extend is problematical. But 
once the opening wedge is made on 
subjects of military concern, there 
are many in the trade who fear that 
such censoria] proclivities could ex- 
tend to all types of screen subjects 


| BOBBY NORTH’S ‘BACHELOR’ 


| Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
| Next picture by Robert North, as- 
sociate producer at Republic, i 
‘Bachelor for a Day,’ a member of 

the Higgins Family series 
WY rth + °ly line the T 


YO is Win ! l ae 


|Canova starrer, ‘Sis H 


y 


STYMIEING 
GOLDWYN 


Denial that any demands by him 
are holding up the departure of 
Samuel Goldwyn from United Art- 
ists was made by Alexander Korda 
Monday (24). Korda arrived in New 
York that day from the Coast. He 
with him a print of ‘That 

Woman,’ which he just 


brought 
Hamilton 
completed. 

UA producer-owner refused to 
amplify his statement anent Gold- 
wyn, except to say that his 
mands were no different from those 
of the other three owners involved. 


de- 


He declared he was leaving things 
up to his attorneys in Hollywood, 
who are working with Goldwyn’s 


and UA’s counsel on a solution. 


| 





Korda, it is said, had held up the) 


deal approved by other owners for 


release of Goldwyn by demands that | 


f the latter is bought out Kortia be 
freed of any further payments on h 
20% stock interest the company. 
Korda bought the stock several year: 
ago on basis of paying for it out of 
dividends. 

Korda will be in New York for 

yout a week. He'll work with h 


in 


eastern rep, Steve Pallos, UA pub- 
ad chief Monroe Greenthal and sale: 
head Arthur Kelly on remainder of 


advertising and selling campaign on 
‘Woman,’ 


PAR SELLS $2,492,800 
OF 34% DEBENTURES 


Paramount has made arrangement 
to sell $2,492,800 worth of 314° con- 
vertible debentures to five banks, the 

ney obtained to be used in better- 

, the company’s cash 
These e be es are the a 
) € ( . 6) 2] f 
) ed fT t the f € f 

tied up with the , +; 
f Par to retire the r 
€ ock but this f ( 

e} Proposal to ¢ in the re 

ler of the first convertible pre 
ferre is rep ed | pe 

N. Y. Stock Exchange approved t! 
listing of the debentures plus 74,734 
additional shares of Paramount com- 
mon needed to cover the conversion 
privileges carried by the debs. De- 
bentures go to the banks at $95.20 
plus interest from Sept. 1, 1940, to 
date of delivery to the banking in- 
stitutions. 


Loew’s Trip West 


Arthur M. Loew, head of 
foreign department, left for the 
Coast over the weekend He will 
look at new product and huddle with 


Metro’ 


+O 


studio executives. Loew plans be- 
ing gone from N, Y. about three 
weeks, 


On his way to Hollywood Loew 
1 stop off in Tucson to visit } 


} son 


| 





Problem of dislodging the vast 
amounts of coin frozen in foreign 
countries is presently receiving the 
undivided attention of many major 
companies. With nearly $40,000,000 
of American film distributors’ money 
frozen in the British Isles, Australia 
and New Zealand, U. S. film com- 
panies are assuming a realistic atti- 
tude concerning the question of re- 
mitting this coin to the United 
States; namely, that it is better to 
suffer a 20-40% discount on the total 
amount than wait until later and 
possibly suffer a more severe loss. 

Consequently, several film com. 
panies are watching developments 
and the opportunity to make deals 
whereby part of this frozen money 
can be remitted to this country. 
British interests have numerous in- 
vestments in U. S. which are rated 
as being in none too liquid condition. 
Thus with no ready buyer, the gov- 
ernment of Great Britain often is in 
the market for a means of liquidat- 
ing property holdings in America 
with the least possible loss. 

Such deals have come under 
surveilance of several major 
panies in recent weeks. These 
would incorporate the takeover of 
properties with no present ready 
buyer even if the film company suf- 
fered a present loss fi the cur- 
rently pegged rate of $4 per British 
pound. 

In some such deals recently 


the 


com- 


om 


mulled 


transactions have been set up where- 
by $600,000 in American dollars 
would be paid out of frozen money 
plus 100,000 in pounds with only $3 
realizable on the latter. Thus, 
$900,000 of the original $1,000,000 


would be remitted to this country but 
even at this disparity, film 
panes feel they are making 
nomical moves because the quotable 
parity dropped to $2.97 per pound 
even in the past year. 

Same situation applies to Australia 

(Continued on page 15) 


CON. LAB, RCA 
BANKROLL PRC 


Deal was closed last week between 
Producers Releasing Corp. and Con- 
solidated Fidm Industries by which 

will advance to partially 
nance remainder of PRC currer 


come 


eco- 


latter coin 


+ 


eason’s output as well as all of the 
1941-42 product. Loan will be in 
addition to laboratory credit. Par- 
ticipating in the deal is RCA, which 


will advance credit on recording. 
PRC will turn out 63 picture ext 
year, including 37 feature and 26 
esterns AC rding to O { 
Brig prez f the compar oO 
] the Cor | i ( a 
) T t ; re 
( ee! ed 
it to ¢ t rele ¢ It's 
Federal Fugit Three f res 
a two este are to be ed 
: le e He : j n 
Satu 1) f ew York gZ 
ff ¢€ ite R( i f D 
. Charlotte, Atlanta, Washington 
and Philadelphia. He'll confab 1 


franchise-hold 3 
Deal has been closed b 

Fromkess, PRC foreign manager. 
of the 

Down Under. British 

Ltd., will handle Aus 

tralia, New Zealand and Tasmania. 


ments will start immediately. 


distribution 


Richmond Follows Through 
Hollywood, Feb. 25 
ond, indie producer 
make another pic- 


ture, ‘South of Panama,’ for Produc- 


T. H. Richn 


, ’ 
( ed a ie] 


ta 






ers Releasing Corp. Filming starts 
Ma 10, based on a story by Sid- 
nev Sheldon and Ben Robert 
First Ric} ts lneticn. re- 
yr compl 1, was ‘Caught in the 
ny 











SR RE SOE, 


Pe ee 


— 


ae 








6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 26, 194] 





SETTLEMENT OF EXHIB SQUAWKS PRIOR 
TO ARBITRATION ALREADY EVIDENCED 


-— —— sd 


Baltimore Theatre Man’s Beef (the First Filed) 
Probably Will Never Reach Trial Under Arbitra- 
tion System—14 Complaints to Date 


Settlement of a vast number of dis- , grievance or grievances. Some such 
putes between exhibitor and distrib- cases may even suggest the desire 
utor, either before or after they are for a settlement so that the cost of 
filed for arbitration, is predicted. An 
instant cue in this connection is pro- ‘nuisance cases’ as often brought in 
vided by the first complaint brought the courts are likely to be rare be- 
under the provisions of the consent | cause distribs or co-exhib defend- 
decree and the arbitrating machin- ants, as intervening parties, would 
ery placed into effect Feb. 1. then permit arbitration hearings. 

Understood on inside that this} An angle taken unofficially in AAA 
complaint, filed with the Washington quarters is that if compiaints ase 
board by a Baltimore exhibitor, may | ™inimized and settlements addition- 
not reach a hearing following over- | ally reduce the number of hearings 
tures made by distributors and dis- | this amounts to a tribute to the ar- 
cussions which it is said are being | Ditration method of eliminating con- 
held with a view to settlement. Case, | oversies in business. Department 
meantime, has not been set for hear- of Justice will regard settlements 
ing and latter, as a result, may be | °Ut-of-court as indicating that the 
held up or postponed in order to G&CcTeé, with its arbitration | pro- 
give both sides an opportunity to ef- V!S!0nS, 1S Serving a highly desifffble 
fect an ‘out-of-court’ agreement. purpose, it is expected. : 

The Baltimore case, filed Feb. 7,/.. Th¢ appeals board, to be located in 
was brought by Thomas D. Gold- Y., will 


org, ope:«tor of the é here, ‘ 
ee ee pore gy een and others of the AAA will host the 


A . three members, Van Vechten Veeder 
Bros. of granting unfair clearance | _ ‘ ’ 
over him to the Forest Park The- George W. Alger and Albert Put- 


: . : kee mam, at a cocktail reception at- 
ty ae paella Agger Pio — | tended by distribs, exhibs and news- 


plaint cites that Metro and Para- | Paper people. 
mount do not enforce the same pro- |. ©@Ses so far filed for local hear- 
rts sll | ings may be appealed to the upper 
Datla Cink ee Gen | board by the losing party on pay- 
‘ ‘ment of a $50 fee. There are three 
Interest is aroused over the Bal-/.sch in Washington, two each in 
timore developments because of the | petroit, Chicago and New York: one 
possibility that hundreds of contro- | each in Denver, New Orleans, Bos- 
versies under the c.d. may be set- | ton and Cleveland. All are on clear- 
tled without recourse to actual ar-'| ance excepting Cleveland and New 
bitration and the use of the appeals | Orleans, which concern the right to 

board to which losers may take their | some run. 

cases. Among other things, if many! On Friday (21) the Esquire, Great 
complaints, either knotty or super- | Neck, L. L, filed a complaint against 
ficial or even trifling, may be’ Par, Metro, RKO, Warners and 20th 
threshed out between the parties in- | alleging unfair clearance 
volved, then considerable time and given the Playhouse there, operated 
expense will be saved. by the Skouras Bros. Clearance that 
There is also the possibility that house has over the Esquire is not 
a case may go through a hearing | noted in the complaint. Earlier last 
with a decision, depending on how | week the Regent, Brooklyn, filed 
the arbiters act, less favorable than against these same _ distributors, 
if a heart-to-heart discussion of the seeking abrogation of the seven days 
situation were held on the outside | clearance which is given the Apollo, 
in an effort to reach some kind of 
an agreement or compromise. How- 
ever, the expectation is that arbi- 
trators, carefully selected by the 


American Arbitration Assn. will First Milwaukee Beef, 
render the fairest possible decisions | ° 
“et On Zoning - Clearance 


since the AAA has gone to great 
Milwaukee, Feb. 25. 


pains to choose men from important | 
Zoning and clearance are both in- 


walks of life. They have qualified | 
only when having no present or past | Voived in the first case being brought 
before the local tribunal of the 


connection with the film industry. 
On the other hand, as the trade has | a weriean Arbitration Ass’n under 
noted, the arbiters are not familiar the consent decree setup, and both 
. . . . ‘ - = ’ ’ PuLa 
with the intricacies of the picture | exshibs and distribs are awaiting the 
business and they may not at once | outcome, This first case in a measure 
qualify as experts. will set a precedent, and John L. 
This is also true of the board |] o¢}), head of the Milwaukee arbi- 
4 ’ 
managers, none of whom also may | tration office, believes from in 
é : - 
quiries that have been made other 


gent and formerly had been day- 
and-date on pictures with the latter. 


have had any association directly 


with the industry. Reports that one | cases will follow in rapid succession 
was formerely in pictures, though 


SCS, now that the ice has been broken. 
not stating so in his application, was 


; Complaint in the initial case is 

inv es and declared to be un- | made by Lee Macklin, operator of 

; 2s : . 

founded. Any arbiter against whom |the Grand and Mermac theatres in 
similar suspicions are aroused will 


: ; New London, Wis., members of the 
be similarly probed, since the AAA Independent Theatre Protective As- 
is very determined that all its tri- 


; sociation of Wisconsin and Upper 
bunal members shall be non-partisan. wichigan, which is backing him in 
| A Whitney, president of the | his action and which is directed 
AAA, Paul Felix Warburg, chairman all producer-distributor sig- 
of the film administrative committee | natories to the consent decree. 
in the association, and others were Macklin’s complaint is that Apple- 
reported highly pleased with the | ton, key town in his area, holds up 
caliber of men already obtained to product far beyond the customarily 
sit on cases despite the fact they will | alloted time, thus delaying his show- 
receive only $10 a day. Only two | ing of pictures until they have lost 
cut of the large number contacted their newness or been shown in ad- 
for service on panels declined be- 
cause of the fee but many, who were 
willing to act as arbitrators, re- 
gretted they could not accept be- 
cause of being tied up on work bear- 
ing on the defense program. 

Panel of 53 arbitrators already | 
organized for New York will be in- 
creased to 60 shortly. All of the 
remaining 30 boards will have 20, | specified periods. Macklin claims 
30 or 40 arbitrators but so far only | Appleton has held up product far be- 
10 or a few more have been set ex- | yond the customary 30 days, thereby 
cepting in Albany and Indianapolis, | setting back his use of it. New Lon- 
where prescribed minimums of 10 don is approximately 21 miles from 
are yet to be announced | Appleton, and Macklin avers there 

14 Complaints So Far should be a rezoning under which he 

To date 14 complaints have been would not be subject to the restric- 
filed but except for the one from (tions imposed by Appleton holding 
Baliimore nothing has been reported | up product. 
concerning possible settlements 
though such steps may be taken. 

In connection with amicable ad- | 
justment of disputes without resort} Partiality, unreasonable clearance 
to arbitration, it is believed many and arbitrary rates of film rentals 
exhibs will file complaints in order which amount to refusal of product 
to bring attention to their particular , are the burden of the first complaint 


a0 i + 
against 


business, prospective patrons jour- 
neying into this adjacent territory to 
see films instead of waiting for them 
to play his houses. 
Authorized practice is for key 


the release date, showings in sub- 





Two Detroit Cases 
Detroit, Feb. 25. 


hearings may be avoided, although | 


is being | 


which is a mile away from the Re- | 


towns to play pictures 30 days after | 


sequent run towns to follow within | 





filed with the Detroit branch of the 
Arbitration Board, 
groups. 

| Action here had not been expected 
'so fast although Irvin Yackness, 
| clerk of the board, reported that a 
large number of Detroit operators 
obtained forms on which to make 
their complaints of booking griev- 
ances. 

The complaint, a double-headed 
'one, preferred charges against War- 
-ners, Paramount, Loew’s, RKO and 
| 20th-Fox. While stemming out of the 
‘complaint of the Midtown Theatres, 
|Inc., operators of a chain of houses 
| here, one portion of the complaint 
‘came through Julius D. London, one 
of the owners, who cited the case of 
his Booth theatre, specifically nam- 
ing Vitagraph (WB) and Paramount. 
| He demanded arbitration claim- 
| ing that unreasonable clearance was 

given the Delthe theatre, located 
near his Booth, adding that the fav- 


, ored house also was given clearance | 


(Continued on page 21) 





OPTIMISTIC 
ON PIX 








| boxoffice receipts expected to in- 


| crease sufficiently to offset reduced | 


income from the foreign market, out- 
standing earnings improvement is 
forecast for motion pictures this 
year, according to Poor’s Industry & 
Investment Service. Production costs 


mitting satisfactory profit 
| forecasting an 
earnings. 

Poor’s claims that for 1941 there is 
reasonable assurance that domestic 
theatre attendance and receipts will 
far surpass those in 1940. It also 
cites that even if there is a 50% de- 
cline in foreign film rentals, a rise of 
less than 7% 
receipts would compensate for this 
dip. 

Inclination of the motion picture 
public to favor single rather than 
double-feature programs is a trend 
noted by the service. On thig Poor’s 
report ‘Should the industry 
decide the time is ripe to discontinue 
the practice of servicing the double- 
feature market and to concentrate on 
the pr 


~$nt 2° 
states 


quality, 


single features, closer con- 
trol over operating costs might easily 
result. The manifest benefit to net 
earnings, should boxoffice tariffs be 
| held at present levels, would go far 
in improving the industry’s internal 
status.’ 

| At the same time. the service 
points out, theatre construction pros- 
|pects wresently are mediocre. It 
states that there is small incentive to 
build new film outlets or enlarge 
present ones even though there are 
prospects of greater theatre attend- 
ance in the U.S. Poor’s predicts that 
no sharn expansion in number of 
theatres is exne-ted until cinema at- 
tendance reaches much higher lev- 
ele 





Studio Contracts 





jacent zones to the detriment of his | 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
David O. Selznick signed Peter 
| Viertel to scripting contract. 
|at Paramount. 
Ray Middleton drew acting ticket 
| at Republic. 
| Metro handed Leon Gordon a con- 
| tract. 
| Georgia Carroll signed to player 
| contract by Warners. 
Superior Court approved Bettye 
|Avery’s minor acting deal with 
| 20th-Fox. 


| Warner renewed Brenda Marshall's | 


contract. 

20th-Fox took up its option on 

Hermes Pan, dance director. 
Republic signed Joe O'Donnel] as 

serial writer. 


Linda Darnell’s new contract with| chore on ‘Naval Academy,’ a tale | 


one of the A 


At Lefty's British Bundles Days 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 








| 


N.Y. be ready to function | ] 
March 12, on which date Whitney | 


With both theatre attendance and | 


are expeéted to stay at levels per- | 
margins, | 


improvement in net 


in total U. S. boxoffice | 


duction of fewer but better | 


Coolacres, Cal., Feb. 25. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, at last Aggie and Junior came home from Hollywood and I was 
gladder to see them than an A picture, They both look fine and their trip 
did us all a lot of good. I am glad to say one thing for the kid, him mak. 
ing a picture in Hollywood didn’t swell his head any; he still speaks to me, 

Aggie is as full of dirt about Hollywood as a vacuum cleaner. Of 
course it’s just a lot of stuff she’s heard from the extras and the folks 
around the lot, and they usually know the lowdown on the highups, but 
I don’t believe the stuff a lot of people gab about the guys and the gals 
that are away up in the dough and the billing. They’re easier to shoot 
at than a cow in the zoo. Aggie don’t believe less than half either but she 
gets a great kick outta knowing ‘the inside’, 

It was the same when we was in vaudeville, everybody liked to get some. 
thing on the headliner. And a lot of the headliners were swell people, 
especially when they laid off. I never envied a guy that was on top. [| 
figured it’s alright to climb the ladder of success but somebody has to 
stay down at the bottom to hold the ladder. But Aggie sure kept her 
gossip stations (ears to-you) wide open while she was in Hollywood and 
she keeps me awake nights telling me whose gonna have babies, whose 
gonna split up and why, whose wetting their tonsils with joy juice too 
much, whose options aren't gonna be taken up and why. It’s better than 
counting sheep. . 

You know dirt is like love, you can’t enjoy it by yourself. If women 
didn’t tell secrets us men would never know anything. The only secret 
a dame really tries to keep is her age, and even then a lot of ’em try to 
keep it away from their own mothers. What I'm getting at is I gotta listen 
to Aggie because it gives her a great kick to know somebody else has 
troubles, it all ends up by us saying, ‘They can have their dough and big 
names, but I'll bet they’re not happy and we're a lot better off than them.’ 
We just say it, but you know in your heart nobody cares for a ball game 
when they’re on the wrong side of the fence. 

Opposes War Camp Free Shows 

Uncle Sammy built a swell camp a few miles from us and has about 
10,000 rookies ‘About-Faceing,’ and it’s helping me plenty because when 
they come to town they’d even lock in windows to pass time away. You 
know I did my bit during the last brawl and I know that entertainment 
is a great thing for the boys and they should have it and plenty of it, but 
what gets my goat is when a big bunch of stars from Hollywood come up 
and do shows for nuttin, they mean well, but they don’t realize that they're 
doing a lot of brother performers outta work. They’re charging admis- 
sions, so why not have some good showmen put good shows together and 
make a circuit outta the camps. There’s plenty of troupers around that 
| were knocked off the Theatrical Project that they can use and that can 
deliver good entertainment and get themselves a little dough besides and 
get back some self-respect instead of panhandling which they don’t want 
| to do. It would make everybody happy. You don't see a lot of shoe men 
go to the camps and give out shoes, or plumbers do plumbing for nothin’ 
| Or candy guys or cigaret guys givin’ anything away. 
| actors nuthin’, 








’ 
But you can’t tell 
I’ve seen guys borrow carfare to play a benefit. Maybe 
| in the camps they would have to do four an five shows a day so that all 
the boys could see the show, but that’s better than doing none. 

I've been busy giving benefit shows and donating the house and the 
| receipts. I gave one for the Greeks and the natives packed the joint. 
Then we had a Bundles for Britain Day, and I wish you'd a seen what the 
folks brought in—all the prizes they won from me in Bingo Nights. I 
don’t know how a floor lamp is gonna do anybody any good in England 
during the blackouts, 


Wrong-Size Knitting Bee 
Aggie organized the women into a knitting and bandage chapter and 
they got their needles and upper and lower plates going a mile a minute 
| all day. They are chatter members. Most of the dames think all soldiers 
| are eight-ft. tall with 45-inch shoulders, that is according to some of the 
sweaters I seen. Then there’s the dames that make sweaters that would 
make Little Billy wristlets, but it keeps ’em busy so what the hell. 

I got the American Legion together as a Lookout Company, sort of 
Automobile Paul Reveres. We use the theatre in the mornings for pep 
talks. 

Aggie sez if we did have a war here and the enemy came over they 
couldn’t pass Ellis Island, because they have to keep them there for two 
weeks before they can enter the country. 

I wish I was a little younger so I could take another hitch, but I guess 
for guys like me this time we'll go to the bottle instead of the battle. 

Keep your nose tidy and give a jerk of the head to the folks for us, sez 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S.—Senator Ed Ford sez, ‘If it wasn’t for the optimist the pessimist 

would never know how happy he wasn’t.’ 


a DC, ANUS. TA 
woivwoce ro. | TAKE FOR US, 
96,483,277 


Writers building on the Paramount 





lot is a beehive of activity, with 36 | 


scriveners pounding out yarns 


3 for 
24 pictures. 

Studio has seven pictures in work 
| and will continue that pace through | 


| Washington, Feb. 25. 
to summer, | 


Proportions of the amusement 
| volume in December are paradoxical. 
|The Federal take from the heavier 


| 
FIVE FILMS ON PROD | admissions levy slumpéd again, ac- 


cording to the Treasury Depart- 


ment rep g y re , but 
aad port on January receipts, bu 
| Sidney Bidell inked writing deal | LINE AT METRO STUDIO at the same time the total showed 


the biggest jump over the corre- 
sponding month of the prior year 
|since the tariff was stiffened last 
summer. 

The haul from the holiday month 
was $6,483,277. This was $70,694 be- 
low the Government slice of the No- 
vember wicket grosses and $5,096,743 
better than the take in the same 

/stanza of 1940. The total topped col- 
| taations for three of the six months 
. | since, as a means of defraying wal 
Gobs in Fancy Dress __ preparation costs, Congress ee 
the diversion seekers more. Only 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. | the October. November and Decem- 
Erle C. Kenton gets the director | ber collection figures were better. 


The jump from January, 1940, to 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Start of ‘The Uniform,’ co-starring 
| Clark Gable and Rosalind Russell, | 
| raises the total of pictures in pro- 
| duetion on the Metro lot to five. 

Others are ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
| Hyde,’ ‘Billy the Kid,’ ‘Blossoms in 
the Dust’ and ‘Love Crazy.’ 





20th-Fox was approved by Superior based on the training of Uncle Sam's January, 1941, was the biggest of the 


Court. 
Chi] 
Metro. 


Wills inked player deal at 


future admirals. 
Picture starts this 
| lumbia. 


successive year-to-year rises dating 
back to application of the defense 
jtax scale last July, 


week at Co- 


Bingo Prizes Come Home to Roost 
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MORE UNIT PRODUCTION? 





Expect Speedy Action on NW Allied’s 
Anti-Consent Decree Bill in Minn. 





Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
With Northwest Allied’s anti-con- 
sent decree bil] now introduced in 
both branches of the Minnesota state 
speedy action by the 
has been promised Fred 


the organization’s execu- 
tive secretary. In both the House 
and the Senate, the measure has 
been referred to the general legis- 
lation committees which have. an- 


legislature, 
solons 
Strom, 


nounced early hearings on It. arry 
Honnemacher, chairman of the 


House general legislation commit- 
tee, is a co-author of the bill. 

The bill provides that film distrib- 
utors in Minnesota must offer for 
sale to exhibitors a full season's 
product and grant a 20% minimum 
cancellation privilege, thus contra- 
vening the consent decree’s groups- 
of-five selling plan. Forced buying 
of shorts, newsreels, foreigns, west- 
erns and trailers also is made ille- 
gal in the bill. 

Northwest Allied leaders point out 
that the measure simply would enact 
into law trade practices which dis- 
tributors offered to independent ex- 
hibitors in a proposed code two 
years ago. The ational Allied 
States’ convention here, however, re- 
jected the proposal when it was pre- 
sented to it by representatives of the 
distributors, including W. F. Rogers, 
Metro sales manager. 

It is that Northwest 


known Al- 





+ 





| 





| 


lied, before having the anti-consent | 
decree bill introduced, received con- | 


flicting opinions regarding its prob- 
able constitutionality. Attorneys 
consulted here expressed the belief 
that the law could be upheld in the 
courts, despite the consent decree. 
Several eastern lawyers and the U. 
S. attorney general's office, however, 
gave a contrary opinion. 
One Major Favors It 
At of the 


panies 


major com- 
assured Northwest 
would not oppose 
But, it is ad- 
may come from 
companies. And 


least one 
also has 
Allied that it 
the bill’s passage. 
mitted, opposition 
some of the other 


Getting Close 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

For years while at Republic, 
Sol Siegel tried to put through 
a@ picture with the title ‘Doctors 
Don't Tell.’ It was always kicked 
around and finally changed. Now 
that he’s at Paramount he’s mak- 
ing another try at his favorite 
title. 

He figures he’s making some 
progress with the title of his first 
production, ‘Nurses Don’t Tell,’ 
a switch from ‘Little Miss 
Muffett.’ He's still holding out 
for ‘Doctors’ tn the title. 


—_———$—_$ 


L.A. Anti-Dirt 
Law Separates 
Legit From Pix 








Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
City ordinance to regulate shows 
was deprived of its teeth by an 





agreement among the lawmakers to | 


divide the bill into two parts, one 
dealing with legit houses and the 
other with film theatres. 

New draft provides that the city 


| panies 
| wanted kept 


sue for an injunction when a screen 
theatre operator is accused of ex- 
|hibiting a lewd picture, but no ef- | 
fort will be made to prevent him 
i\from showing other films. In the | 
llegit end of the law, the house ac- | 


| cused of putting on a lewd show will 


the chances for the measure’s enact- | 
ment depends in large part on the 


amount of opposition which will be | 


Stirred upon and such opposition’s | 
strength, it’s admitted. However, | 
strom and the body's leaders are 


confident that they will be able to 
put it over. Northwest Allied mem- 
bers now are busily engaged in en- 
listing legislative and laymen sup- 
port for it. 


Representatives of one of the ma- 
jor companies have intimated that | 
they wil] fight the bill because, they | 
declare, it would not be feasible to 
have one selling plan for Minnesota 
and another for North and South 
Dakota and western Wisconsin and 
the Michigan peninsula which also 
are serviced from here. Moreover, 
the Government also may line up 
against it because of the desire for 
a fair trial for the consent decree. 

There also 
bility of 


is the admitted possi- 
opposition from women’s, 
civic, Parent-Teacher and church or- 
Fanizations which feel that the con- 
sent decree selling plan knocks out | 
the block-booking which they have 
been battling. But Northwest Allied | 
leaders declare that they will be able | 
to convince the reform element that 
the consent decree will not cure the 
blockbooking evils and that inde- 
Pendent exhibitors and the public 
will be better off in this respect un- 
der the proposed law because of its 
cancellation clause. 


POWER TIED TO 20TH 
FOR SEXTET OF FILMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 235. 








|; was 


| Reagan, 





_Tyrone Power is slated to star in 
Six pictures during the next two 
years at 20th-Fox. | 

Stories lined up are ‘Confirm or 
Deny,’ ‘Benjamin Blake.’ ‘The Black 


be handed a suspension of license 
until given a clean pill of health by 
the court. Agreement on the ordi- 
nance was reached at a conference 
representing producers, church peo- 


‘ple, talent guilds and councilmen. 


GEO. SMITH IN N. Y. 
FOR NEW PAR POST 


George Smith, appointed western 
division sales manager for Para- 
mount, arrives from the Coast today 
(Wed.) to take up his new post, with 
headquarters at the home office. 
formerly d manager 
Los Angeles 
region. 

On shifting Smith into New York 
in the higher sales position, Charlie 
formerly western division 
manager, becomes assistant general 
sales manager His assistant for 
years, Arthur Dunne, will serve in 
the same capacity for Smith. 

Hugh Braly, district manager at 
Dallas for some time, is already in 
L.A. as head of that district. 


trict 


‘Dr. Christian’ Series 


Release Away From RKO sveraiors 


Holly vood, Feb. 25 
Stephens-Lang Productions {s shop- 
ping around for a new rele asing out- 


let for the Jean Hersholt—‘Dr. Chris- 
tian’ series. Deal with RKO is wash- 
ing up afier one more, which is sixth 
of the series. 

Decision not to renew was 
prompted by the studio’s demand for 
lower production budget in keeping 
with distribution costs, ‘Christians’ 
costing around $125,000 each. 


Back Into the Fight 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Edward G. Robinson has been as- 
signed to two more action films, 
Quietly My Captain Waits’ and ‘Capt 





— ‘Down to the Sea in Ships,’ Horatio Hornblower,’ at Warners. 
‘onk) : ’ bai . x ; my, - 
; trooklyn Bridge’ and ‘The Gift of Star recently finished ‘The Sea 
the Magi’ | woit.’ 


a 
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DEGREE SEEN 


Ad OT IMULUS 





Majors’ Desire Not to Tie 
Up Too Much Coin in 


Blocks -of-Five the Main 
Reason for Hypo to In-| 


dividual Setups 


EFFICIENCY 


Industry probably will see more 
unit production in the first year of 
the consent decree than at any time 
since before 1933. Reason for 
is the desire of various distributors 
to let somebody else take over more 
production responsibility. Additional 
factor, of course, is that major com- 
panies do not want to have any 
more coin than absolutely essential 
tied up in features which must be 
sold via the block-of-five method. 

While unit production 
in favor prior to 1933, trend away 
from this method of producing be- 
gan back in 1934. Peak period for 
unit production previously was in 
1922-24 period when several of the 
larger companies went for it in an 
effort to relieve some of the pro- 
ducing headaches. Several com- 
had a number of stars they 
busy but at same 
time they did not want to 
so many films in work at 
time. 

Desire of most majors under the 
consent decree is to have a steady 


att 
thls 


was much 


the 
supervise 


the same 


| flow of product so that there will be 


'no delay in offering groups of five at 


regular intervals. 

Prevalent belief just now {is that 
better results in forming 
groups can be obtained by having a 


unit producer or independent pro- | 
ducing unit handle one or two in 
each group, thereby eliminating the 
need for having so much company 
coin tied up. It also would enable 


| the company to concentrate on fewer 


He | 
ist at | 
for the Pacific Coast | 


} 


| 


ij jam 


| die chain, 


| U 


A-1 vehicles designed to appeal to 
exhibitors. 


SEE NO EASIN 
OF PHILLY 
BOTTLENECK 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
The ‘bottleneck’ of film product 
caused by long-run films in down- 
town houses will apparently continue 
middle of the 





here at least until the 
according to present indic 


ewnring 
spring 


tions. 
The situation is causing plenty of 


rinKkiing among indie nave 


learnec 
return 


i at pop 


were shattered when it was 
that ‘The Dictator’ would 
here March 8 for 


a long stan 


prices. ‘Gone With the Wind’ is also 
set for another long run at the sub- 
+ 


The picture has 
at the Staniey 


sequent-run Keiths. 
already been playing 
for about a month. 
William Goldman, head of an in- 
who is leading the protest 


to the distribs in behalf of the in- 
dependents, said prominent members 
of the Allied organization and the 


Theatre Own- 


nited Motion Picture 


lers have become Interested the 
fight. 
Gcldman wrote to exchange heads 


1) 


two weeks ago urging that they sell 
controls 


away from Warners, which 
all first-run houses here, in order 


might be shown before 


that pictures 
they get stale. 


these 


+ 
vv 





—— 


First Post-Decree 


Anti-Trust Suit 


Filled By N. J. Indie Vs, Majors 





OK for Sound 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

‘Oo-lee-ay-lee-o0’ is about to 
break out in the Walt Disney 
picture, ‘How to Ski.’ 

Hannes Schroll, a skier and 
yodeler, has been fetched all the 
way from the Austrian Alps to 
slalom and yodel in the Disney 
sports shorts. 


| 





Fried! Won't Pay 
30% for ‘Gone 
Or ‘Dictator’ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Minnesota Amus, Co, (Paramount) 
deals for ‘Gone With the Wind’ and 
|‘Great Dictator’ continue to be held 
up because John J. Friedl, the com- 
| pany’s president, is still adamant in 
his refusal to meet the percentage 











demands for the films and the dis- 
'tributors also refuse to back down 

M-G declares it will be 50-50, or 
nothing, for ‘Gone’ and Friedl says 
‘nothing doing.’ Friedl is said to 
have offered United Artists 30° for 
‘Dictator,’ with the distributor still 


insisting on a 50-50 split. 


MAJ. GEN. MAUBORGNE 
TO H’WOOD ON WAR PIX 


Washington, Feb. 25 
Departure of Maj. Gen. J. O. 
Mauborgne, chief signal officer of the 
U. S. Army, for the West Coast last 
Sunday 
step 


(23) heralded an important 
to 
pictures 


the increase 
of 
training purposes. 

Gen. Mauborgne left 
|for Los Angeles, 


fer with heads of the motion picture 


in program 


production motion for 
Washington 
where he will con- 
films for 
the War Department, after the 
accepted an offer made by Y. Frank 
of the Motion 


Defense Com- 


industry on production of 


Army 


chairman 
Production 


| Freeman, 
| Picture 


mittee, to make available to the Sig- 


{nal Corps facilities of the picture in- 


| dustry for training film production 
on a non-profit basis. The first of 
| the training pix will soon be ready 


for release, the War Department re- 
vealed. 


While on the West Coast, Gen. 
Mauborgne will confer with Col. 
Nathan Levinson, Signal Corps Re- 
serve; Lieut. Col. Darryl Zanuck 


John 
all 


Signal Corps Reserve, and Maj 
Aalberg, Signal Corps Reserve 
membe of the Chief Signal 


NO SCHINE, CRESCENT 
OR GRIFFITH CONSENT 


Negotiations for settlement through 
a consent decree of the Government’: 
anti-trust suit against the Schine 


Theatres Corp., and its affiliates, 
have fallen through. 

It is also understood that an im- 
passe has been reached on the other 
two independent suits, which are the 
Crescent (Nashville) and the Grif- 
fith (Oklahoma City). Trial on these 
will follow the Schine action. 


Kay the Toiler Goes ‘Tillie’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Kav Harris, Cincinnati stenog- 
rapher, gets the title role in ‘Tillie 
The Toiler’ at Columbia. 

She has been secretary in WLW 


production with acting 
;experience confined to local stock. 


department 


+ 
= 





A triple-damage, anti-trust suit 
against the eight major film com- 
panies, subsidiaries and the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., was filed in N. Y. fed- 
eral court Monday (24) by Hillside 
Amus,. Co., operators of the Mayfair 
theatre, Hillside, N. J. Action is the 
first of its kind to follow the signing 
of the consent decree in the courts, 
and is significantly important since 
the firm of Hays, Podell & Shul- 
man represent the plaintiff. David L. 
Podell was formerly assistant to the 
U. S. attorney-general, and has been 
mentioned trial counsel for the 
Dept. of Justice in its action against 
the producer-exhibitors. 

This action, which repeats ali the 
| Government charges in its 27 pages, 
| probably means, that consent decree 
or not, the courts will have to thrash 
out the issues. Also that an individ- 
ual plaintiff cannot seek divorce- 
ment, if the courts rule against the 
defendants, with legislation tq cor- 
rect alleged evils probably following. 

Plaintiff starts off the action with 
a vicious attack on the Hays office, 
stating that the organization is a 
corporetion maintained and cone 
trolled by the other defendants for 
the purpose of aiding and securing 
a monopoly in the motion picture 
industry in all its branches, and di- 





| 
| 
| 
| as 


verting the attention of the public 
and Government officials from the 
improper and illegal practices of the 
defendant 

Complaint, which bears a remark- 


able resemblance to the original Gov- 


|ernment suit, then launches into a 
description of the industry, and 
| point out that of 92 cities in the 
'U. S. with a population of 100,000 or 
over, only four have no affiliated 
theatres. These are Tulsa, Okla.; 
Fall River, Mass.; Tacoma, Wash.; 


and Ft. Wayne, Ind. The defendants 
are accused of having a monopoly in 
200 of 283 cities of a population of 
25,000-100,000, with these theatres 
providing a majority of all revenue. 

The defendants control 90% of all 
successful features and have divided 
the country into zones and territories 
and hand out to affiliates 


relegating the ir to an in- 


franchise: 


idependent 


ferior position by the imposition of 
harsh rental terms, unfair clearance, 
etc. The Hays office is accused of 
being the clearing house for these 
ictivities. That organization is also 
accused of having blocked legisla- 
tion Conere and the various 
state hich night have alleviated 
the condition 


14 Charges 


laintiff then lists 14 points which 
the defendants are accused of hav- 

gy used to break the law. These 
are 

1. Agreed on unfair rental terms 
and what percentages should be paid 
the independent 

2. Fixed all j pratection, and 
clearance in the U.S 

3. Discriminatior in favor of the 
iff ted theetres ¢ contract terms, 
clearance, zoning, playdates, et« 

4. | ‘ed ndepe ents to pay 
S¢ ( irs 

» Made p < ense agree 

‘ t 

f I ed pe le I d ers 
f c time of the tnea 
tr 

Prevented independent theatres 

fe ( ng on a fair competitive 
Ja 

8. Intimidat independents’ by 


ed 
ld or theatres 
the independent. 

resources in order to 
independent who might 


build acquire 


in opposition to 
9. Pooled 
combat an 
be strong. 
10. Divided all product 
themselves as they saw fit. 
11. Joined each other in the opera- 
tion of each other’s theatres. 
12. Monopolized 80% of the cities 
with populations of 100,000 or less. 


among 








13. Created 100% monopoly in all 
cities with population of 1,000,000 
j}and up 


| 14. Compelled independent to pay 
far more for product than affiliate 
charged. 

Other charges include contract 
modifications, double-featuring, elim- 
ination of features already booked, 
contract cancellations, move-overs, 
, (Continued on page 20) 
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All-Industry, Good-Will Ballyhoo 
Method for So. America Still Sought 


Tuning the Trailers 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Special musical scores by stu- 
dio composers are being written 
for three Warzers trailers to get 
around the criticism voiced by 
exhibitors that trailers have no 








Major film companies are still 


searching for some type of radio all- | 


industry program to build Latin- 


American goodwill. 
tion remains status quo and prob- 


ably will for some time was revealed | 
at the session of major company 
foreign ad-publicity chiefs at the 
Hays office last week. No revival of | 
the shortwave idea was brought up 
at the meeting, with concensus of 
opinion among these foreign publi- 
cists being that this type of radio 
show (for all-industry purposes) is 
washed up. 

Following discussion of the David 
Blum (Metro) plan of using discs 
for all - industry, Latin-American 
broadcasts, committee cgmposed of 
Blum, Jerry Keyser, Fortunat Baro- 
nat and Ken Clark was named to 
further investigate recorded industry 
show ideas. 

Prelim report on this dise idea re- | 
vealed that a number of Latin- 
American countries, as reported by 
respective film boards, thought it 
might be feasible but just as many 
believed such disc programs would 
have to be paid for at commercial 
rates or via local sponsorship. Also 
it brought out that certain disc 
shows might get on some compara- | 
tively unknown radio stations but 
that for adequate coverage local 
film officials were skeptical if they | 
would be taken gratis by the station. 
For example Peru reported a spon- | 
sor would be reauired. Mexico said 
that no free time was available. 
Cuba preferred some sort of spon- 
sorship, while Chile indicated that a | 
sponsor probably would be needed. | 

Blum idea originally was to have 
a U. S. diplomat and a Latin-Amer- | 
ican government official give talks, | 


then include music from latest Amer- | 
ican films and mention certain new | 
pictures coming along. Fact that | 
there are so many different nations | 
in Latin-Americas was pointed up | 
at last week’s meeting as being flaw | 
in the plan, since other countries 


would not care particularly what a | 


Brazilian diplomat had to say, etc. 


PAR DROPS FIZDALE 





AS SPECIAL PUFFER 


| Love,’ which had been at the Music 





Paramount has dropped the Tom 
Fizdale agency as an outside pub- 
licity-planting service, recently spe- 
cializing mostly in radio contacts for 
the company. 

Brought in at first to handle one 
picture, ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ Par gave the 
Fizdale people a six months’ con- 


tract at a reported $500 weekly, plus | 


an expense account. This contract | 
expired in November but Par re-} 


tained Fizdale beyond that on a non- 


contract basis until two weeks ago.! has been adopted by United Artists | 
jin pre-selling Ernst Lubitsch’s ‘That 
| Uncertain Feeling.’ 





Neb. Legislature Takes 
Day Off for ‘Dictator’ 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 25. 
Legislative school will be out Sat- 
urcay (1), the special adjournment 
beinz called for the screening 
Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator.’ 





Idea was promoted as a sendoff 
for the late playdate of the Chaplin 
pic, which is the local exh b'tion 
property of Howard Federer’s Ne- 
braska Theatres, Inc. Whole body 
of solons, 43 strong, with all the 
fringe of the legislative mill, will 


congregate at the Varsity at 10 a.m. 
for the special looksee. This is the 
first turnout of its kind by the law- 
makers. 


Pallas Charity Preem 
For Par’s ‘Hardboiled’ 


Reserved seat premiere for ‘Hard- 
boiled Canary’ March 8 in Dallas 
will be a charity affair, all proceeds 
to British War Relief. Allan Jones, 
Susanna Foster and Dolly Loehr, 
stellar players in the Paramount film, 
will make personal appearances and 
participate in entertainment which 
includes the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra. Two performances will 


be given in State Auditorium at $2-|for Paramount's ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 


$2.50 scale. 
Blue plate dinner at $10 a copy, 


given the night of March 7, will call | given by the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
| thority and goes into the Army Fly- 


attention to preem with film’s stars 
attending 


+ 
— 
! 


That the situa- | 


| headline, ‘Ladies (and Gentlemen) 


| ‘Mask’ 


| doesn’t bill me as Allyn (‘Old Lace’) 
Joslyn.’ 


| 
| 
| 


of 


kick. 
With Edward Selzer supervis- 
ing, Dmitri Tiomkin did a trailer 
score for ‘Meet John Doe’; Max 
Steiner is turning out a musical 
job on ‘The Great Lie,’ and Eric 
7 Wolfgang Korngold is doing a 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. beter “walla assignment on 
Frank Capra and Harold Lloyd ‘The Sea Wolf.’ 
ganged up on the film critics In| —— 


two premieres 2,200 miles apart but | er 
amounting to the same idea—no joy Th 0 
amon eatre Owners, Inc., 
Capra is going back to an ancient ° ° 

practice, screening a Hollywood pre- Formed in Detroit 
miere in Hollywood of his picture, F 

or Mutual Welfare 
whatever town is now the center of Detroit, Feb. 25. 
the John Doe population, Lloyd is} To handle all industry matters of 
tossing the first showing of his RKO wide importance as well as to handle 


OF ALL SAD WORDS 


Saddest Is No Junkets For ‘Doe’ or 
Lloyd's ‘Gob’ 








os 





‘Meet John Doe’. That ruins a pos- 
sible junket to Muncie, Ind., or 








| picture, ‘A Girl, a Guy and a Gob,’ | a}) general local problems, Detroit's 


in Honolulu, March 4, and any film circuit executives and leading ex- 
columnist who wants to see it will hibitors have formed a new organ- 
have to pay his own way. | ization, tentatively called Theatre 


NOW ‘PSYCHO’ BALLY Sen.’am"s -< 





| William Henry Gallagher, as presi- 
| dent, and Ray Meurer, legal repre- 
sentative for the United Detroit 


CREEPS INTO PIX ADS 2s ,csqcneuse ee 
| Barred out of consideration 





Taking advantage of a new interest | through the mutual pledge of the 
. . ; organizers are the solo problems of 
in psycho-analysis engendered by the | either circuits or individual theatre 
success of the Gertrude Lawrence owners. Theatre Owners, Inc., is to 
legiter, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ Fifth | be a united front for the picture in- 
Ave. Playhouse, N. ¥., ballyhooed | dustry here both as to matters of 
last week an ‘all psycho-analytical’ industry-wide importance : which 
bill. It was a double feature with have a local application and in han- 
‘Secrets of a Soul’ at the top and ‘The | dling matters which arise here 
Eternal Mask’ as second picture. which affects the theatres, = . 
Extra-large ad space was taken One of the typical activities will 
in what Martin Lewis, one of | be to represent the theatres and 
the owners of the house, called ‘a | industry as a solid group in hear- 
gamble on an idea.’ Copy tied up ings before the Common Council, 
arith the Lawrence show with the Fire Commission, in courts and other 
places where there is a need for 
solid action. It also will circum- 
Sigmund Freud. | vent the practice of one group seek- 
‘Soul’ was made by G. W. Pabst | ing special advantages to the injury 
for UFA in 1927 and is being han- | f another. ak clase 
dled in the U. S. by Sam Cummins. | There has been plentiful litigation 
is a Swiss-made (1936) dis- | COMe UP here with new laws—par- 
tributed by Mayer & Burstyn. ticularly aes which puts re- 
Another film theatre attempting to strictive requirements a ee thea- 
capitalize on legit is Rialto, N. Y., tre building and ordinances on light- 
which last week played ‘Devil Com- ing which will set back theatres -_ 
mands’ and marqueeing the star as estimated $90,000 in rigging new 
Waris ‘Arsenic’ Kariof. marquees, etc., which is one particu- 
Allyn Joslyn, also featured in| lar phase of the new group's acti- 
‘Arsenic,’ is likewise appearing in vities. 
a current picture, ‘This Thing Called 





in the Dark,’ and carried a head of 





Kastner Reps in N. Y. 
National Theatre Owners Assn., 





Hall, N. Y., When he heard about 
Karloff’s billing at the Rialto, Joslyn 
remarked. ‘I hope the Music Hall | reported, has been set up by 10 ex- 
hibitors throughout the country as 
a non-profit organization through 
which they may advise each other 
|on problems, campaigns, stunts that 
have panned out well, etc. 

Donald E. Kastner, who comes 
from the merchandising-advertising 
field, has been appointed New York 
| representative. 


SPECIAL BALLYHOO 
FOR U.D. DISTRICTS 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 
Having split the chain up recently 
into three units, each with a dis- 





Lubitsch, Have You Got 
‘That Uncertain Feeling’? 


Somewhat double-entendre motif 





It runs from a 
|highly amusing and unusual trailer 
to about 1,000,000 small cards which 
UA is sending throughout the coun- 
try. 
| Trailer winds up with a shot of 
| Lubitsch himself, the inevitable cigar 
|in his mouth, giving the audience a 
|broad wink and a smirky smile. 
Cards bear the legends: ‘Lady! Have 


tres now has followed up the move 
with the appointment of a special 
advertising man and press agent for 


you got— ‘That Uncertain Feeling?’ | each of the districts. 
| ‘It comes and it goes ‘That Uncertain Ralph Stitt, in charge of the U.D. 
Feeling.’ circuit’s publicity, made the appoint- 


ae ments out of the regular staff. Bill 
Hendricks takes over the publicity 


and advertising for the West Side 


Disney Publicists West 

“ | 1% or ° ; 

For S.F. ‘Fantasia’ Preem 

Hal Horne, eastern rep for Walt 
Disney, and Dick Condon, publicity 
chief, are currently on their way to 
the San Francisco preem of ‘Fan- 
|tasia’ on March 5. They were at 
|the Detroit and Chicago openings, 


East Side, while Stitt himself will 
handle the first-runs and downtown 
houses. Alice Gorham will handle 
all the chain’s special publicity work. 


RKO’s Telegraphic Golf 


Feb. 18 and 19 respectively, on the | 

way out from New York. | Details are being set this week for 
Pair will confab at the studio be- | the initial telegraph golf tournament 

fore hitting S. F. on campaigns for likely to be held early in May by 

|‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ to be re- RKO, with the studio golfers pitted 

leased next month, and ‘Dumbo,’ against the home office force. Jack 

scheduled for late spring. They'll Level, who arranged the successful 


| be back around March 8. 


wire bowling tourney between the 
Hollywood and N.Y. tenpin experts 
about a month ago, is handling the 
golf tournament prelims. 

Play will be in N.Y. and Holly- 
wood, with the golfers teeing off 
around 3 p.m. with those on the 
_Coast starting at the same time, or 
12 noon Pacific Coast time. Results 
are exchanged every nine _ holes. 
Lou Miller, who has charge of con- 
tract approvals at the 
will head the tourney committee. 


FLYING PRESS AGENT 
David Parry, former United Art- 
|ists p.a., now assisting Lynn Farnol 
|on handling the publicity campaign 


was a neat choice for the job. 
He’s taking the flying course being 


ing Corps within a couple of months. 





!Inc., not a buying organization as | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





trict manager, United Detroit Thea- | 


houses; Cliff Brown likewise on the | 


Tourney Being Primed | 


Asher Shaw Leaves United Detroit | 
After 19 Years; Other Theatre Briefs 





Detroit, Feb. 25. 


Asher B. Shaw, many years with 
United Detroit Theatres, most re- 
cently as supervisor of all the chain’s 
East Side houses, tendered his resig- 
nation to take up work in a new 
fleld as yet unannounced. He had 
been associated with the theatre 
business here for 19 years, starting 
his connection with the former 
Kunsky-Trendle Theatres. Chain 
executives tossed him a_ farewell 
party. 

Following resignation, circuit re- 
vised its district manager setup put- 
ting under district manager Robert 
P. Corbin the Michigan, United 
Artists, Palms-State, Madison, Broad- 
way, Capitol, Cinderella, Alger, 
Vogue and Ramona and under 
Joseph Busic’s direction the Annex, 
Riviera, Fisher, Royal, Rosedale, 
Norwest, Regent, Bloomfield and 
Varsity. Former includes all the 
downtown houses as well as nabes 
while Busic’s group includes the sub- 
urban theatres as well as nabes. 

Special assessors are going to be 
assigned to rule on the evaluation of 
Detroit’s theatres. The fact that they 
are a distinct form of real estate, a 
specialized type among buildings, 
caused the theatres to be singled out 
for special recognition in the plans 
presented to the Common Council for 
the reorganization of the methods 
used in this town by the Board of 
Assessors. 

With the exception of hotels, thea- 
tres will be the only other single in- 
dustry given recognition. 





Moray’s Shorts Probe 

Norman E. Moray, Warners shorts 
sales manager, on a tour of ex- 
changes to contact personnel as well 
as exhibs in each zone, gathering 
line on what type of briefies are 
preferred, sell best, etc. New line- 
up for 1941-42 will be based on info 
dug on trip. 

While on tour Moray will stop off 
at the studio to discuss plans for 
the coming season. He will be away 
eight weeks. 





Cummings’ Two Houses Only 
Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 25. 

Winding up affairs with Par-'Tri- 
States (A. H. Blank, district man- 
ager Evert Cummings, said his new 
theatricai hitch, on his own, had 
been greatly exaggerated. He says 
he has not acquired a circuit, but 
merely two theatres in a small sit- 
uash in Oregon. Deal isn’t even set 
yet and won't be for 10 days. 
mings, a vet with Blank in Iowa and 
Nebraska since 1926, 
(22). 

Lincoln Theatres 


Corp. (J. H. 


Cooper-Par) is getting ready to be-| 


come home office for the Cooper En- | columnist, to manage his interests in 


terprises accounting, department to 


be headed by Leon Savell, formerly | which Sul 
| of Par’s h.o. 
| lanta. 


in New York and At- 
Present setup here, Vincent 
J. DiFiore, and Charlie Shire 
charge, will probably be enlarged 
Savell’s arrival. 
William Scholl, 


on 


who has been 


tional Guard. Mulhall holds a com. 
mission as captain. His place wi]] be 
taken by William Morgan, manager 
of the Grand, Vineland, N. J. 

Clark re manager of the 
State, Chester, shifted to the Grand, 


Vineland. 

J. L. Hanes has taken over the 
operation of Capital, Reading. 

Ted Schlanger, Warners zone 


chief, in Florida. 
Bill Brooker, Par exploitationer 
now taking in the Pittsburgh area. ° 
Edgar Moss, 20th-Century Fox ex. 
change manager, heading for Hot 
Springs. 





Moreau’s N. E. Shifts 


Portland, Me., Feb. 25. 

Al Moreau’s general manager of 
Maine-New Hampshire-Vermont di- 
vision of M. & P. theatres, last week 
announced series of managerial 
changes in houses under his super- 
vision: 

George Sargent, Rutland, Vt., given 





Cum- | 


eft Saturday | ‘Bish’ Lenihan’s Legiter 
| 


leave for hitch as major in National 
Guard at Camp Blandings, Fla; 
Frank Binette taking over direction 
of three Rutland houses, with Nathan 
Press, formerly assistant at State, 
Portland, succeeding at Opera House, 
Bath. Francis Gooch exchanging po- 
sitions with Arthur Pinkham, for- 
mer going to Houlton, Me., and lat- 
ter to Uptown, Bath. Bill Romanoff 
made new assistant to Harry Bot- 
| wick at State, Portland, Me. 





Bill Forman Resigns 
Seattle, Feb. 25. 
Bill Forman, general manager of 
| Sterling Chain, has resigned. No 
} successor appointed, president John 
Danz states. 





Al Fenyvessy, Jr. 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 25. 

Albert Fenyvessy, Jr., operator of 
ithe Arnett theatre, was called for 
|draft induction Monday and cele- 
| brated his imminent departure by 
| giving a free theatre party for some 
| 600 kids of the neighborhood Satur- 
day afternoon. 

His brothers, Chester and Paul, 
plan to run the house for him during 
| his period of service, even though 
|clause in contract transferring five 
theatres to Schines two years ago ex- 
pressly forbid them to operate thea- 
| tre in the city. They figure operat- 
|ing for their younger brother, who 
| was not included in the contract, is 
oke. 








Ed (‘Bishop’) Lenihan, in theatre 
| operation for many years but lately 
laid up in the hospital, has been en- 
gaged by Ed Sullivan, Daily News 
the legit, ‘Crazy with the Heat,’ in 


livan invested. Columnist 


| left for Miami Sunday (23). 


Now fully recovered, Lenihan was 


in| released from a New Jersey hospital 
|only 10 days ago after having been 
| laid up four weeks with an internal 
| hemorrhage. 


He was for several 


fronting for RKO with the press and | vears a district theatre operator for 


as special exploiteer in Minenapolis- 
Des Moines-Kaycee-Omaha territory, 
transferred to Cincinnati on the 
same job. 

Mons Thompson, exhib at St. Paul, 
Neb., is minus a finger which got in 
between the axe and the wood he 
was chopping. 

Jimmy Schlatter, of Ralph Gold- 


berg’s indie theatres, is being ques- | 


tionnaired by his draft board, and 
looks for a late spring or early sum- 
mer in the army. 

City appraisers allowed $85,000 to 
Frank and Jennie Kimball, owners 
of the Variety, 1,100-seat filmer here. 


which is to be torn down to make | 
way for a new street widening pro- | 
| gram. Nebraska Theatres, Inc., ten- | 


ants of the house, were allowed 
$3,000. No date has been set for the 
clearing to start. 

Charley Prokop, vet exhib of 
Wahoo, Neb., bettering after siege of 
heart trouble Feared for a while 
he was going to have to give up 
activity. 

Oscar 


Johnson, Falls City, Neb., 
opened new Oil City theatre (21). 
and battery of film rowites from 


Omaha attended. 


Til. Allied Reelects Board 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
General meeting of Allied indie 


| exhib group of Illinois last week re- 


sulted in reelection of complete slate 
of board of directors. These include 
Van Nomikos as v.p., Richard Salkin 
as sec.-treas. and sergeant-at-arms 
Harry Nepo. On the board are Joe 
Stern, Ludwig Sussman, Harry 
Reckas, Verne Langdon, Sinuel 
Roberts, Ben Bartelstein, Ben Lasker. 
Abe Gumbiner, Charles Nelson, Jack 
Rose. 

Jack Kirsch, president, was elected 
last year for a three-year tenure of 


| office. 


home office, | 





Jack Mulhall Into Army 
Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Jack Mulhall, recently appointed 
manager of the Chester-West 
Chester-Reading district of the 
Stanlev-Warner circuit, has resigned 
to go to Fort Bragg with the Na- 


| leasing 





lof RKO’s Franklin, ¥ 
| upped to managership of the chains 
| Royal, 


| His 


| RKO and has also managed various 
| houses, including the old Rialto. 





Guinan with PRC 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 

William A. Guinan has been added 
to the sales staff of Producers Re- 
Corp. exchange here by 
branch manager A. R. Dietz. Guinan 
was previously a salesman Re- 
public and prior to that salesman 
and branch manager for Grand 
National, 


for 


Tom Jones at Cap, Atlanta 
Atlanta, Feb. 25. 
Thomas R. Jones, formerly of 
Roxy, new ass’t mgr. of Capitol, suc- 
ceeding Henry Stanford, resigned to 


take civil service job at Fort Mc- 
Pherson. Ed Shepard, former ass't 
mgr. of Roxy, quit to enter army. 


Both Roxy and Capitol are Lucas & 
Jenkins houses. 


Tom Long Into Service 


Akron, Feb. 25. 
| Tom Long, manager of the Palace, 
vaudfilmer, enlisted under selective 


service act and inducted into serv- 

|ice. Sid Holland has come on from 

|New York to take over Long’s duties. 
Pruett’s Royal, N. Y. 

Clavton Pruett. assistant manage? 

Bronx. N. Y. 





N. Y. He succeeds Arthur 
Taub, been switched to Westchester. 
place as assistant to Ben Rydell 
at the Franklin being taken by Ben 
Axelrod. 





Peter Mallers in Fort Wayne 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Feb. 25 


Peter Mallers, president of he 
Mallers Circuit, has again assume 
management of the Riley theatre, 


Fort Wayne, Ind. The house was 
operated for 15 years by the circuit 
until two years ago, when the Quim- 
| by Theatres took it over. A remoc 
eling program has been announced, 
to include new seats, furnishings, 
screen, projection equipment and 
i front, 
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Chi Plenty Bullish; Back Street’ 
Wow $19,000, ‘WU-Vaude 42G 


Reissue-Revue 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
With Washington’s Birthday pack- 
{ng the theatres, grosses currently 
give plenty of satisfaction to the 


sers. Topping the town on 
wece and handling is the Palace, 
where ‘Back Street’ has come 
through with a sockeroo initial ses- 
sion coupled with ‘Six Lessons from 
Madame La Zonga.’ Looks like a 
Jong stay, going at least four weeks, 
and perhaps more. Has been backed 
by powerful advertising which shot 
the gross up from the bell. 

Apollo, now in the hands of Walt 
Disney for the roadshowing of ‘Fan- 
tasia,, opened in mid-week and 
started off at a great pace, with ca- 
pacity at nights and excellent trade 
in the afternoons. Brokers are ready 
to make longterm buys, which is a 

ood indication of the future. 

Oriental’s first week under the 
aegis of Michael Todd looks good, 
with the re-issue of ‘Hell's Angels’ 

lus a low-cost show, which indi- 
cates a healthy profit. 

‘Western Union’ is the entry for 
the Chicago, plus a strong stage line- 
up with Jane Froman and the Matty 
Malneck orchestra. Combination is 
boxoffice fodder of the first order 
and is going to pull plenty of 
shekels. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (2d wk). 
Getting mixed comment, but consid- 
erable business, and indicates a stay 
of many months from current sales 
interest. Taking at least $16,000, 
strong, on initial session. Opened on 
Wednesday (19). 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and stage 
show, topped by Jane Froman and 
the Matty Malneck orchestra. Both 





+ 
a 


186, Disney Good 








accounting for their share of the | 
business. Galloping to $42,000, fine. 
Last week, Virginia’ (Par) went to 
$39,400 mainly on the _ boxoffice 


draught of the Phil Spitalny all-girl 
orchestra, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Virginia’ (Par). Moved here for 
loop holdover, but nothing exciting 
at $4,500. Last week, ‘Liberty’ (M-G), 
so-so $2,900. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Hell’s Angels’ (Elman) and ‘Naughty 
90’s Revue’ on stage. Combination 
getting good audience play, with 
considerable interest in the re-issue, 


business buzzing to fine $18,000. Last | 


week, ‘San Francisco Docks’ (RKO), 
depending strictly on the Lou Arm- 
strong band for business, came 
through with bang-up $16,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘La 
(RKO). Headed for a masterful 
gross that augurs a long and healthy 
life here, starting with booming $19,- 
000 for initial session. Last’ week, 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(U) turned in good enough $10,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—'Sierra’ (WB). Will leave on 
Thursday (27) to be replaced 


Zonga’ | 


Latin’ (Col). Nice $11,000, Last 
week, ‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U), $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40-50) 
—Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 
$13,500. Last week, very big $20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Arkansas 
Judge’ (Rep). Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB), good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—'Buck 
Privates’ (U), after a week at the 
Paramount, and ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th), 
after a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin. Satisfactory $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Pride Bowery’ (Mono), fair 


TALL’ 206 WITH 
BUSSE’ HELP, 
WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Another stanza with only two new 
bills, both at the vaude spots. This 
week the newcomers are solidly out 
in front, however, with the h.o.’s 
operating profitably but hardly phe- 
ncemenally, as they did last week. 

‘Tall, Dark and Hondsome’ at the 
Capitol with Henry Busse’s orches- 


tra has a slight lead over ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ and Harmonica Rascals 
at Earle. ‘Philadelphia Story’ in 
third week 








Surprise is ‘Virginia,’ which mopped 
up at the Earle and is now in sec- 
ond week of second run at the Met, 
WB down-the-streeter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Tall, Dark’ (20th) and vaude. 
Henry Busse’s. orchestra helping 
tcward solid $20,000. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA), weak $14,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after okay week at Cap- 
itol. Will hit adequate $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk) (44-55), okay $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and vaude. 
Pushing top place with big $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col), solid $16,- 


| 000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) (4th wk). Hold- 


by | 


‘Gone’ (M-G) on its first grind show- | 


ing in Chicago. ‘Sierra’ will finish to 
okay $9,000 on final seven days, after 


ing for profitable $7,000. Last week, 
strong $9,000. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Virginia’ 


(Par) (2d run) (2d wk). Sticking 
for surprising $5,000. Last week, 
| beauteous $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 


having taken down chubby $13,100 | 
| ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (3d wk). Hand- 


last week. 

: State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)-— 
Shayne Detective’ (20th) and ‘Inter- 
national Casino Revue’ unit on stage. 


gone pt is a money-maker, and 
wi 


; gather $17,000. Last week, 
Rangers Ride’ (Par), plus ‘Holly- 
+ eae on stage, snagged fair 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) 


(1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — 


‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) 
(Sth wk). Has had a brilliant money 
Stay, with the femmes charging the 
boxoffice to buy ducats. Going to 
beautiful $8,500 currently, after 
happy $10,100 last frame. — 


‘GONE’ 2D HUGE 1336, 
DENVER; ‘VA.’ H.0. 126 





Denver, Feb. 25. 
mee? honors go to the extended 
wa this week. Best gross goes to 
vind in its second and final week 
the Orpheum, while the No. 2 spot 
4 held by ‘Virginia’ in its second 
Shiva, Ee at the Denham. Both 

s force y it- 
sear to leave by commit 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
ack Street’ (U), after a weck at the 
cet Good $4,500. Last week, 
ape ~ee (20th) and ‘Tall, Dark’ 

a a r yr 
fair $3500 °° a week at the Denver, 
way (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
um oe and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
hace ng Music’ (RKO) (2d wk, after a 
ek at the Orpheum). Fair $2,500. 


-~ week, fair $2,800. 
40) nam (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 


most as good as opening week with 


$12.50 00. Last week, smash 


mDenver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
estern Union’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 


| some $12,500. 





‘Virginia’ (Par) (2d wk). Al-| 


Last week, big $16,- 
500. 


VA. $8,000, 
K. C. STEADY 





Kansas City, Feb. 25. 

Film row is heavy with good films 
and the week will bring pleasing 
figures, albeit two houses have films 
on extended runs. ‘Virginia’ came 
in to the Newman on Wednesday 
with slow momentum, but picked up 
speed by week-end and is earning 
itself a holdover position. Likewise 
‘Western Union’ in two Fox Midwest 
houses is going good and may stay 
awhile. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ at the Midland 
is creating some extra notices play- 
ing a second week in this house 
which rarely holds a film for extra 
days. Second week is buxom, and 
bettering many cther films’ first 
weeks, Orpheum likewise has hold- 
over with ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ 
more than doing its share. 

Weather continues its favorable 
trend of the past week or so-cold 
but not unpleasant. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown ‘(Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th). Doing nice- 
ly, and $8,000 will probably earn it 
a holdover. Last week, ‘Back Street’ 
(U) played only six days of its sec- 
ond stanza, and was not quite up to 
expectations at $4,300. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie 


is tops among the re- | 
peats, with ‘Back Street’ h.o. second. | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 20 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(20th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(16th wk). 

Capitol—‘Come Live with Me’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery Jan. 22) 

Criterion—'The Mad Doctor’ 


(UA) 


(Par), 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(10th wk). 

Music Hall—‘So Ends Our 


Night’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 29) 
Palace—‘Meet the Chump’ (VU), 
(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 12) 
Paramount — ‘The Lady Eve’ 
(Par) (26). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rialto—‘Meet Boston Blackie’ 
(Col) (25). 


Rivoli—‘Back Street’ (U) (3d 
wk). 

Roxy—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Sirawberry Blonde’ 


(WB) (2d wk). 
Week of March 6 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(21st wk). 

Broadway—‘Fanfasia’ (Disney) 
(17th wk). 

Capitol—‘Andy Hardy's 
vate Secretary’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion — ‘Trial of Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 12) 


(UA) 


Pri- 


Globe —‘ Night Train’ (20th) 
(llth wk). 
Music Hall—‘So Ends Our 


Night’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘The Lady 
(Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Dangerous Game’ (U) 
(4). 
Rivoli—‘Back Street’ (U) (4th 
wk). 


Eve’ 


Roxy—'‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 
Strand — ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 


(WB) (3d wk). 








Lady’ (M-G). First week was great 
at $18,000 and earned a holdover in 
this house where seven days is the 
usual limit. Current h.o. session get- 
ting likely $10,500, very good. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44 )—‘Virginia’ (Par). Going good 
after slow start. Gross of $8,000 
will see a holdover. Last week, 
‘Flight Destiny’ (Par), lightweight 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk). Nice 


$6,500 after very strong $9,200 first 
week. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 


‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ (Rep) and variety 
bill on stage. Attendance a little 
more rounded this week, and $6,700 
results. Last week, ‘Make Music’ 
(RKO) with vaude, in same vein. 


Holiday Booms B’way; Cagney-Scott 


(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 
Washington’s Birthday (22) proved 


ever known, with result a couple of 
the poorer pullers in the downtown 
New York sector are saved from be- 
ing too bad. ‘You're the One’ and 
Ella Fitzgerald, for instance, made a 
little money for the Paramount at 
$30.000 on the single week ended last 
night (Tues.). Show needed that 
holiday to keep out of the red. 

Also getting a much-needed lift 
through a smash Saturday take and 
a comparatively good Sunday is ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ at the Music Hall. 
Went to $22,000 Saturday and mined 


a good $88,000 or better. Does not 

hold because the picture had to have 

the holiday to get to this figure. 
‘Tobacco Road’ 


phia Story,’ at the State second-run, 


share of the week’s business. 


ending tonight (Wed.) it will have a 
strong $48,000 to its credit at the 
Roxy. Picture ground a straight 42 
hours from the 8 a.m. opening Thurs- 
day (20)—a smart publicity stunt if 
nothing else—and on Saturday the 


$17,000. This was more than three 
times the gross of Friday (21). 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ brought the 
Strand close to $12,000 on Washing- 
ton’s Birthday, its largest Saturday. 
A total of 21,000 people were 
crowded into the house on a grind 
from 8 a.m. to 4 a.m. Sunday (23) 
ard, on the first week, the take 
should hit $50,060 or close, big. The 
Raymond Scott band is on the stage. 
The State. which has Lou Holtz, 
Wendy Barrie, Lola Lane and Arline 








Judge on its vaude show in support 
of ‘Philly Story,’ is going great guns 
for a possible $40,000, topped on only 
a handful of occasions here in 20 
years of operation. Theatre ground 


| from 8 am. Saturday (22) to 3 a.m. 
| the next morning and on the holiday 


played to 20,198 admissions, for a 


gross of over $10,000. 





to be one of the biggest Saturdays | the air, 


out another $18,000 Sunday which | 
counts a lot in getting the gross up to | 


and ‘Strawberry | week 
Blonde,’ on first run, plus ‘Philadel- | $28 000, 


are in a driving finish for the lion’s | week, fourth for 

ci ) | (M-G) 
‘Road’ is not the sensation that was | good. 

expected but on its first seven days | 


Big $50,000, Tobacco’ 486, ‘Smith’ 
886, ‘Philly’ -Holtz Unit Sock 406 


| the Roxy on ‘Road.” Numerous good 
| breaks were obtained, including on 
In connection with the all- 


the country’s b:ggest Main Street has | night policy opening day. 


Starting today (Wed.) 40 days of 
Lent commences but in New York it 
seldom seems to make much differ- 
ence. 





Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (20th week). Last 
| week 19th), with a $4,000 gate Sat- 
, urday (22) when four shows were 
| Siven, gross hit $15,000, still good 
| profit. 


Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 


$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (16th 
week). Brought $24,500 last week 
(15th), excellent. Weekend a solid 
sellout. 


| Canitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
'—‘'Go West’ (M-G). Gets only one 
at no better than about 
, aided a lot by Washington’s 
birthday, but some profit. Last 
‘Gone With Wind’ 
at 40c opening price, $35,000, 


Criterion (1.662: 


28-44-55-65) — 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par). 


Opens here to- 


|day (Wed.) after 14 days of ‘Maisie 


house had one of its biggest days yet. | 
| steam and 
| $7,500. 


| the house kept open 
| Starts 10th week Saturday (1). 


| 


| 
| 
} 


|Was Lady’ (M-G) 


which gave fine 
accounting of itself; first week 
$11,000, second $8,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55-85) — ‘Night 
Train’ (20th) (9th week). Still has 
this week (9th) will 
the prior (8th) stanza at 
On Washington's birthday 
until 5 a.m, 


match 


Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) — ‘Western 
Union’ (20th) 2d run) and ‘Meet the 
Chump’ (U) (Ist run), coupled. 
This brace opens today (Wed.), fol- 


|lowing eight days of ‘Kitty Foyle’ 


(RKO) (2d run) and ‘La Zonga’ (U) 


(1st run), which got $8,000, slow. Be- 
|hind that ‘High Sierra’ WB) (2d run) 


and ‘Father's Son’ (WB) 


at (Ist run), 
only $5,500 on six days. 


Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99) — 
‘ _ , > 
Lady Eve’ (Par} and stage show 


| headed by Tony Pastor, Ella Logen 


A disappointer but owing much of | 


what it is going to get to the Wash- 
ington Birthday weekend is ‘Go 
West’ which won’t bring the Capitol 
more than about $28,000. Fair profit, 
however. 

‘Back Street’ continues a good pace 
at the Rivoli, where it ended its 
second week yesterday (Tues.) at 
$25,000, after hitting $35,000 the first 
seven days. 

While the palm on best exploita- 
tion goes to 20th-Fox and the Roxy 
on ‘Tobacco Road.’ Warner Bros. and 
the Strand management also did a 


bang-up job on ‘Strawberry Blonde.’ | $75. 900. moderate. 


A terrific house front was put up at 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

Biz finally beginning to reflect lo- 
cal industrial boom. It’s a general 
rule here that theatres are last to 
feel a depresh and also last to feel 
an uptake, and that’s been holding 
true again. Although payrolls and 
employment have been skyrocketing 
lin Pittsburgh for quite sometime, 
lonly since the beginning of the 
| month has the entertainment indus- 
| try been pocketing any appreciabie 
|extra coin, 

At Stanley, combo of ‘High Sierra’ 
and Cab Calloway is giving the WB 
deluxer its best gross since Mickey 
| Rooney's personal last September. 
|*Virginia’ at Penn is over-riding 
| unanimous critical thumbs-d ywn_ to 
top even preceding stanzas ‘Kitty 
Foyle.’ Indifferent showings In 
h.o’s of ‘Back Street’ at Fulton and 
‘Western Union’ at Senator are be- 
ing alibied by fact that both pix 
|have proven fast starters and slow 
| fnishers. On other hand, ‘Philadel- 
| phia Story’ at Ritz for fourth down- 
|town week is giving small-seater 
| sock figure and ‘Kitty’ is dittoing at 
| Warner on move-over from Penn. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 25-40) 
|‘*‘Back Street’ (U) (2d wk). So-so 
h.o. session. Will wind up _ here 
rather lackadaisically at $3,800. 
|Opening stanza, despite fact that 
| Sullavan-Boyer opus gave house the 
| biggest first day in five years, was 
|around $7,800, very good, but not in 
keeping with the getaway fizure 








Penn (Loew's-UA) (3.300; 25-35- 
50)—Virginia’ (Par). It’s been a 
long time since an nicture took 


bination 


-— Serra’-Calloway $25,00, Pitt. 


‘Va.’ Good 17G Despite Crix — ‘Philly’ and ‘Kitty’, 
H.O.s Tidy—Industrial Coin Helps 


such a general panning, but com- 
of marquee power 
Technicolor is proving more than 
sufficient to counteract the critical 
opinion. Heading for close to $17,000, 
which means a second week at 


Warner. Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO) fell off slightly down the 
stretch, getting $16,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘Phila- 
|!delphia’ (M-G) (4th wk. downtown 
following one at Warner and two 
at Penn) Should do better than 
$3,100. which is very pleasing at 
ithis small-seater. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (5th wk), was beginning to 
slip, about $2,800 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 25-35-50) 

‘Western Union’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Off more than half on h.o.. but man- 
aging to better even breck on big 
week-end. Looks like $4,000. Last 


week, $8.300 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60) — 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and Cab Calloway. 
t’s hard to tell whether film or flesh 
is big draw. but it’s a happv combo 
anyway. For one thing, it’s first 
time in lot of months that houce has 
stuck in such a hith-nowered film 
with a stage presentation. Should 
have little trouble bettering $25.000, 


sreat, and best take here since | 
Mickey Rooney's pa. five months 

ago, Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs 

Smith’ (RKO without show, dis- 

apnointing $9,000. 


Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50) — 


‘Kitty Fovle’ (RKO). Moved here 
from Penn and doine better than 
just alricht Looks like at least 
$7.000. nlenty vrofiteb’e and sounds 
like a move to the P ‘> for 4 third 
week Last weet. ‘Philadelnhia’ 
(M-G). excellent $7.800 on heel 
nf hio foartnicht at rh 


and Ben Blue constitute new bill 
today (Wed.). ‘You're the One’ 
(Par) and Ella Fitzgerald managed 


light $30,000, which, with help of 
| Washington’s birthday (22) gets 
theatre a few bucks as profit. Third 


week for ‘Virginia’ (Par) and Glenn 
Miller, $38,000, sweet: could have 


| gone a fourth at that gait. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 


| 55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 


| 
| 


(RKO) and stage show. Got shot in 
arm over the weekend and as re- 
sult will hit $88,000 or bit better, 
entirely satisfactory, but won't hold. 


‘So Ends Our Night’ (UA) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Last week, 
‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col), 


Rialto (750: 28-44-55)—‘Mect Bose 
ton Blackie’ (Col). Moved in yester- 
day (Tues.) on top of poor week with 
‘Road Show’ (UA). only $5.200. In 


| ahead, ‘Devil Commands’ (Col), sad 


and | 


$4.200 on six days 

Rivoli (2.092: 35-55-75-99) 
Street’ (U) (3d wk). Drawing well, 
with second week ended vesterday 
(Tues.) bringing $25,000. First stanza 
$35.000, very nice 

Roxy (5.835: 35-55-65-75-85)—‘To- 
bacco’ (20th) and stage show. Not 
menacing records here but speedy at 


—Back 


$48,000 the first week. With play still 
going and in its eighth year. New 
York date on film may not serve 2s 
a reliable criterion since virtually 
everybody and his brother ameng 
the natives have seen it on the stave. 
Begins second week tomorr’w 
(Thurs. ) Last week, second for 
‘Western Union’ (20th). $30.909. ok, 
State (3.400: 98-44-55-75-90-$1.10 
‘Philly Storv’ (M-G) (2d run) ard, 
on stage, Lou Holtz, Wendy Por ; 
Lola Lane and Artine Judge. Sock- 
ing through for $40000 or ; 
heavy winning Last week. ‘Buck 
Privatec’ (UU) (ct rind end Palle 
Beker. Hal LeRoy. Herbie Kay bond, 
$96 000, well above the house aver- 
age 
Strand (9 767 25-55-75-BF -™ 

‘Strawberry Blende’ (WB) I - 
mond Scott orch. Cagney remake of 
‘One Sundoy After a farmid>- 
ble hoo. bet and may hit the farev 
e590 0990 morlk. holdire over. T «ct 
week, the second of ‘Honevmoon for 


Three’ (WB) and Ray Noble, $17,009, 


weak. 


FEAR PRICE-CUTTING 
SPREAD IN NORTHWEST 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25 
There are fears in trade circles 
that admissior nrice-cutting will 
spread throvehout the territory as 


the result of action of the Ber cir- 


This is ore of the lar¢er independ- 
t chains, slashins its ton prices 

from 28c. to 29°. in all its situations 
1 o ; P 
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H.0.s Bottle Up Frisco; ‘Hardy 


San Francisco, Feb. 25. 
With only four new films on Mar- 
ket street this week, biz has edged 


off a bit in most cases. Fox with the 
latest ‘Mickey Rooney film, ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Private Secretary’; Para- | 


mount with ‘Virginia,’ United Artists 
with ‘Road Show’ and the Orpheum 
with a horror combo offer the new | 
b.o. bait. Customers are getting used | 
to rain, which is no longer keeping 
them away from the picture palaces 
as much as hot weather will later on. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Mur- 
der Friends’ (20th). Should have 
things pretty much to itself. Good 
$19,000 expected. Last week, ‘West- | 


ern Union’ (20th) and ‘You're the | 
One’ (Par), swell $20,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 


§85)—'Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
and vaude (2d wk). Lombard-Mont- 
duo on the screen and 


romery 

Ralici’s Puppets heading the stage 
show are still drawing plenty of cus- 
tomers. Excellent $15,500 may war- 
rant a third week. Last week, ex- 
ceptional $20,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—'Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Behind Mask’ (Col). Lean $7,500 
may be all the Karloff and Lorre 
chillers may garner. Last week, 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) (20th) and ‘Invisible 
Woman’ (U), slumped off at $5,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Wild Man 





Borneo’ (M-G). Good $14,000 an- 
ticipated. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Mad Doctor’ 


(Par), wound up with a neat $9,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 


‘You're the One’ (Par) (moveover). 
Little better than average $6,000 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) | 
and ‘Ride. Kellv’ (20th) (moveover) | 
did the usual $5,000. 

United Artists Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Road Show’ (UA). Fairish 
$8,000 likely, bolstered by a Dionne 
Quintuplets short subject, ‘Growing 
Up.’ Last week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) 


did a so-so $8,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-55)— | 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Blowing 
strong, with a good $15,000. Last 


week b.o. was two grand less than 
expected, but an excellent $18,000. | 





| 


‘LIVE’ $13,000, PROV; 
‘VA., 956 ‘BLONDE’ OK 


—= 


Providence, Feb. 25. 
Grosses generally steady all 
around with ‘Virginia’ at Strand, 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ at Majestic, 
and ‘Come Live With Me’ at Loew’s 
riding the crest. ‘Buck Privates’ at 


Albee a holdover after bang-up 
opener. Major Bowes unit on stage 


at Fay’s going nicely. 
Estimates for This Week: 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50) — 


‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Invisible 
Woman’ (U) (2d wk). Getting 
swell $6,500, after grand $9,000 for 


opening stanza. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G) (2d run) Not very 
strong $2.000. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (4th downtown wk , good 
$3.000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.000: 25-35)—‘Tall, 


Dark’ (20th) and Major Bowes unit 
on stage. Hefty weekend play gave 
nice lift. Heading for promising 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Ride. 
(20th) and vaude, nice $7,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 28-39-50)— 


Kelly’ 





ICVip- rharrw londe’ 7 an | } 
ae ae a a ed Balto at $16 000: | stanza. Prior week’s good beginners | 
along to fine $8,500. Last week, | , ey ’ ’ sagged badly under cold weather 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Meet | yunches. 
Chump’ (U) (2d wk), nifty $7.200. Smith -Vaude 146 : Onl money show in town is 
State (Loew) (3.200: 28-40-50) Deanna Durbin’s ‘Nice Girl’ 
‘Come Live’ (M-G) and Blondie Baltimore. Feb. 25 Malco ‘So Ends Our Night 
Latin (( ) Paced fairly strong Good vroduct lin ining hara | second at Loew’s Palace 
toward $13,000. Last week, ‘Ends | «cp cunerry Blonde’ ot thy Grains: ™ is W 
Seecdat Sas hak Seis” Saw Strawberry Blonde,’ at the Stanley, Estimates for This Week 
(MG) = ae $19 500 MalS1€ acy ~ *M) and Mrs. Sn ith,’ at the} Loew s State (Loew ) (2,600: ) 
Strand (Indie) (2.000: 28-40-50) — a 0. ELIpp B et leading the way, | 44) Road Show’ (UA), four Gays, 
dea yee te ao ea AL was ce with the former grabbing off an/and ‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO), 
Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Girls 2 (Rep). edge on c: oi and nore frequent - Ran ere Pair togeth : motel 7 
One of strongest in town, with hefty niaving. po q alas no var ‘Phila- pik ve $9.500. tia ; ; ok. ‘Sn oe 
95 e+) ow r ‘ , actor’ art Ane a1 “PINES llia=- | dubioir $2.500. sast week, ‘Smiths’ | 
He Bg Mee Ra eg delphi . Story, at Loew's Ce ntury, (RKO), $6.000, good. 
shen a patie “#*/;!and ‘Western Union,’ at the New,| Warner (Warner) (2.300: 10-33-44) 
weak $4,800. holding very consistently. Sure-|—‘Night Tropics’ (U). Strong bally 
seater Little, broke its own and/|by Howard Waugh may propel this 
‘ ; ’ town’s record for consé@cutive play- | weakie to 4.000. Last week, ‘Flight | 
ARIZ. 22G, B KLYN ing by pushing ‘Night Train’ into! Destinv’ (WB). $2.700, poor. 7 
——. | 13th week. | New Malco (Lightman) (2.800; 10- 
‘Philly’ H. O. Slick $19,000—‘Va.’| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- | 33-44)—‘Nice Girl’ (U). Deanna 
2d Neat 15G | 28-44) —-*Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d. well-liked here, but wintry gales 
—_—-— wk). Holding excellent pace to indi- | holding to moderately good $5,700. 
ao ' Brooklyn, Feb. 25. cated $11,000. after chalking up a Last week. ‘Back Street’ (U), $5,000, 
Arizona’ and ‘Life with Henry’ at | rousing $16,600 on first try. disappointing. 
Fabian Paramount getting lion’s| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205:| Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10- 
share of the downtown sector biz | 15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Mr. and Mrs. | 33-44)—'So Ends Night’ (UA). Good 
this stanza. Second week of ‘Phil- | Smith’ (RKO) plus vaude. Clicking notices with raves for newcomer 
adelphia Story’ and ‘Gallant Sons’|in strong fashion with nice $14,000 Glenn Ford might keep prodding 
at Loew’s Metropolitan next in line. | looked for. Last week, ‘Play Girl’| this one ahead to $4300. Last week, 
Fabian Fox also in the chips, dis- | (Col) leaning heavily on p.a. of ;|‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), $3,000, weak. 
playing ‘Virginia’ and Blackout’ sec- | Ralph Edwards and his ‘Truth or! Strand (Lichtman) (1,000: 10-22- 


ond week. RKO Albee fair with 
‘Western Union’ and ‘Madame La 
Zonga.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘La 
Zonga’ (U) Okay $17,500. Last 
week ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 


|‘Pride Bowery’ 


| Destiny,’ 
| Privates,’ at Keith’s, are down un- 
| der. 


| Average $2,100. 


$19,000, ‘Va" 146, ‘Show’ $8,000 





'Palm Springs’ (RKO) (2d wk), | 
strong $16,000 

Fox (Fabian) (3,039; 25-35-50)— 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Blackout’ ‘UA) 
(2d wk). Neat $15,000. Last week 


| good $17,000 


Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine $19,000. 


Last week, splendid $23,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Henry’ 
(Par). Bright $22,000. Last week 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Earl Carroll's’ 
(Par) (2d wk), good $15,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
(Mono) and ‘Lucky 


Devils’ (U). Mild $4,000. Last week 


‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) and 
‘Married Adventure’ (Col), good 
$5,000. 





BLONDE’ $13,000 


IN PERT CINCY 


-_—--— 


Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 

Biz on the up for second suc- 
cessive week. Pic pacer currently is 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ with a swell 
Palace figure, ‘Virginia’ in the Al- 
bee is only a notch behind. Combo 
Shubert, with ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ 
and stage show headed by Black- 
stone, a local fave, also is on the 


| high side. 


Other fresh releases, ‘Flight from 
at the Grand, and ‘Buck 


Holdovers ‘Western Union’ and 
‘Back Street’ are likewise limp for 
the Capitol and Lyric. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Virginia’ (Par). Okay $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Western Union’ (20th), fairly 
good $10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Western Union’ 


(2,000; 33-40-50)— 
(20th). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Poor 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) 
(2d run), fair $4,000. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘San Fran- 
cisco Docks’ (U), split with ‘Law 


Order’ (U) and ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep). 
Same last week on 


‘Li'l Abner’ (RKO) and ‘Murder | 
New York’ (20th), divided with 
‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U) and ‘Lone 
Rider’ (Ind). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB). Mild $4,000. 
|Last week, ‘Liberty’ (M-G), okay 
| $4,000. 


| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)-- 


‘Buck Privates’ (U). Dull $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) (2d run) 


$3,000, slow. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Third week on 
main stem. Slow $2,400. Last week, 
i\‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (3d 
run), okay $3,000. 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Swell 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 


(M-G), sagged in last half to $8,500, 
n.s.g. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and Bliack- 
stone’s magic troupe plus three acts, 
including Jack Fulton, tenor, from 
WLW talent staff. Hotsy-totsy $13,- 
000 Last week, “Tugboat 
(WB) and ‘Folies Bergere’ 
drooped in 
appointing. 


‘Blonde’ a Berry In 





|} Consequences’ 
a fairly steady $11,200. 

| Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2,406: 
| 98-33-39-44 )—‘You're the One’ (Par) 
Getting Caytime action 
strength of shopping dist 


some 
r di ict locatior 

{ $5.000 Last week 
of ‘Back Street’: (U) .addec 





yt 


Annie’ 
revue, 
last half to $12,000, dis- | 


from radio, garnered 
15- 


on 


$6,700 to okay opening round at 
$10,400. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 


| 44)—'Western Union’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Maintaining all right pace to pos- 
sible $4,500 after satisfactory initial 
sesh at $6,200. 

Stanley (WB) 
55) — ‘Strawberry 
Catchin 
big weekend indicating $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) tried 
hard with strong selling, but off at 
$5,800. 


‘Va.’ Fine $9,000, 


L ville: ‘Privates 


15-28-39-44- 
(WB). 


(3,280; 
Blonde’ 








Louisville, Feb. 25. 

‘Virginia’ at the Rialto is stacking 
up as a forte entry on the local 
scene, and with no particular ex- 
ploitation, nor uppage of newspaper 
ads, is setting a pace that will ring 
up a very profitable gross. ‘Buck 
Privates’ caught a heavy play, prov- 
ing a timely film and bringing plenty 
of soldier patrons from Fort Knox 
|}and Bowman Field into the Strand. 

Weather is favorable for film at- 
tendance—no cold, snow or sleet— 
but Sunday’s (23) sunny warm air 
lured localites to the outdoors in 
| pretty large numbers. 
Estimates for This Week 





Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—"Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Play. Girl’ 





(RKO). Moved over from the Rialto 
ifor second sesh. Indications are for 
allright $2,100. Last week, ‘Back 


| Street’ (U) and ‘La Zonga’ (U), reg- 
| istered medium $1,600. 
| Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
|_"Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Red 
Hair’ (WB). Holding up very nicely 
| to indicated $1.600. Last week, ‘Vig- 
| ilantes’ (U) and ‘Find Out’ (RKO), 
average $1.500. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,200; 15- 
30-40)—‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Before I Hang’ (Col). Not any 
particular hefty b.o. attention di- 
rected toward this pair, and prob- 
able $6.500 is mild. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Escape Glory’ 
| (Col), okay $7,000. 
| Marv Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
| (WB) (2d wk.). Lightweight $2,700 
on the h.o. Last week, splendid 
$5.000 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40)—Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Behind 
News’ (Rep). Heading house toward 
swell $9.000. Last week, ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Play Girl’ 
| (RKO) paced the town for fine $8,- 
| 500 and moveover. 
| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Buck Privates’ (U) and 
‘Dark Streets Cairo’ (U). Abbott 
and Costello clicking in great style 
currently. Pic had a sneak preview 
about two weeks ago, and is bring- 
ing ’em in on current showing at a 
profitable rate. Plenty of patronage 
from soldiers stationed at Fort Knox 


| and nearby Bowman Field, and some | 


exploitation has been production of 
results. Pace holding at steady rate, 
and looks to cop excellent $3.700 
Last week, ‘Scarface’ (UA) and ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) (re-issues), fine $4,000. 


DURBIN’S ‘NICE GIRL 


| OK $5,700 IN MEMPHIS | 





Memphis, Feb. 25. 
in Dixie, put the 





| Snow, rarity 


| frost 


33)—‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) (2d run) 


Draws Em, $3,700 


on in rosy style after extra | 





‘KITTY’ 10G, MONTREAL 
Pre-Lent Blowoff Ups B.O.—'Philly’ 
H.O. $7,000 

“Montreal, Feb. 25. 
‘Kitty Foyle’ packing them in at 
Palace and setting a strong pace to- 





other good gross-getter with nice 
$6,500 in sight. 

Last week before Lent should see 
a nifty turn-over for main stems, 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). Packing a 
$10,000 punch at this house, very 
good. Last week, “Thing Called Love’ 
(Col) repeated for good $6,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Keeping Com- 
pany’ (M-G). Very nice $6,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Chad Hanna’ 
(20th) and ‘Great Profile’ (20th), 
good $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk). Nifty 
$7,000, after smash $13,500 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G). Middling $3,200 in sight. 
Last week, ‘East River’ (WB) and 
‘Always Bride’ (WB), weak $2,700. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) an 
(Emp). Improved take likely at 
$3,300. Last week, ‘Bank Dick’ (U) 


and ‘Give Wings’ (WU), mediocre 
$2,200. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


(600; 25-50)-——-‘L’Homme de Niger’ 
(3d wk). Holding well for probable 
$1,300 after good $1,400 last week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34) — ‘Derniere Jeunesse’ and 
‘Femme de mes Reves.’ Good $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Tourbillion de Paris’ and 
‘Roi des Gangsters,’ nice $5,800. 


BLONDE’ 7146. 
-INDPLS, MILD 








on the boxoffices midway of | 
|last week and is doing an h.o. this | 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25 
Total amount of currency this 
week is thin, with no outside attrac- 
|tions as alibis. ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 


ward very good $10,000, while 
‘Philadelphia Story’ hold-over is | 
ood for a handsome $7,000 at 
,0ew’s. ‘Virginia’ at Capitol is an- 


‘Get Girl’ | 





| 
| 


| 


One Mpls. Vaudfilmer Folds; Other, 
With ‘Sierra -McCoy, 


Draws 12156 


Minneapolis, Feb 





25. 


Continuation of adverse weather 
conditions has box offices groggy, 
The elements started their dirty 
work a week ago and a five-day 


stretch of 20 below zero tempe 


tures cost the loop showhouses an 
estimated $28,000 the previous seven 


days. 

Sudden closing of the 4.000-seat 
Minnesota last Thursday has ended 
the stage-show war, leaving the Or. 
pheum victorious and in sole pose 
session of the vaudfilm field. With 
Clyde McCoy’s orchestra heading its 
stage array, and ‘High Sierra’ on the 
screen, the Mort H. Singer house 
boasts the strongest downtown box 
office ammunition and once more 
will come through with the town’s 
top gross. The Minnesota, prior to 
its fadeout, had Louis Armstrong ane 
nounced as its stage attraction. 

‘Virginia,’ at the State, heads the 
none too impressive list of newe 
comer films. Others include ‘Honey. 
moon for Three’ and ‘Flight for 
Destiny,’ Gopher and World offer- 
ings, respectively. ‘This Thing 
Called Love,’ exhibiting a consider- 
able box office wallop, has moved 
over from the State to the Century 
for a second week. It's the town’s 
only holdover, 

Stock burlesque gets under way 
Friday (28) at the Alvin, with Ann 
Corio as guest star, under the spone 
sorship of the veterans, Harry Hirsch 
and Harry Katz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-28)—~ 
‘Li’l Abner’ (RKO) and ‘Charter Pi- 


lot’ (20th), dual first runs. Looks 
like satisfactory $1,600. ‘Face Be- 


hind Mask’ (Col) and ‘Make Music’ 


(RKO), also dual first runs, open 
Thursday (27). Last week. ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U) and ‘Youth 


Served’ (20th), dual first runs, split 


| with ‘Lucky Devils’ (U) and ‘Where 


| 


Get Girl’ (U), also dual first runs, 


| light $1,200. 


|dualled with ‘Gallant Sons’ at Loew’s | 


|}in its second week, is holding up 
strong. Indiana is steady with ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ and ‘Convoy,’ but take 
}isn’t up to expectations. ‘Virginia’ 
|; coupled with ‘Let’s Make Music’ at 
| Circle is only fair. 

Lyric, giving all the stage billing 
to John Kirby orchestra with Max- 
}ine Sullivan, plus ‘Road Show’ on 
| the screen is in the black, but not 
far enough to give the management 
any surtax worries. 

Estimates for This Week 


Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600 25-30- 
40)—‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Make 
| Music’ (RKO) Fair $5,800. Last 
week ‘You're the One’ (RKO) and 


| ‘Little Men’ (RKO), weak $5,200. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Convoy’ (RKO). First pic helped 
by national display ads and good 
notices, but under expectations at 
7,500. Last week ‘Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), 
okay $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) and 





| ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 


$6,200. Last week very good $12.100. 
Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) 


|‘Road Show’ (UA) and John Kirby 
orchestra with Maxine Sullivan 
heading vaude. Fair $8.000. Last 


not so good $7,200. 


runs ‘GONE’ BREEZY $16,000, 
10-33- | PORT.: ‘WU’ $8,000, OK 





Portland. Ore., Feb. 25. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ playing at 
| POp prices at the Broadway, is the 
| week’s big winner. ramming through 
| with a great $16.000. ‘Western Union’ 
|next in line with about half that 
figure. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 45-55) 
‘Gone’ (M-G). Return at popular 
| prices looks like a winner, and will 
| get great $16,000. Last week (35-40- 
50), ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
held up to a very agreeable $6,800, 
and moved to the Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
35-40-50) — ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). 
| M.o. from Broadway for a third 
week, and in line for good $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) and 
‘LaZonga’ (U) (2d wk), okay $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 





and ‘Meet Boston Blackie’ (Col), | (1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Victory’ (Par) and 

split. Should get modest $1.600.| ‘Romance Rio Grande’ (20th) with 
. Last week. ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) | vaude. Nice $5,500. Last week, 

(2d 1 ) three days; ‘Long Voyage | ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and ‘Little 

Home’ (UA) (2d run), two days: and| Men’ (RKO) with vaude, good 

‘Old Colorado’ (Par), two days; | enough $5,000. 

$1,700. okay Paramount H ick-Fvergreen) 


Century (Par-Singer) (1.600: 28- 
39-44)—‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
(2d week). Moved here from State 
where it did a big first week de pite 
heavy weather handicap. Should 


reach good $5,000. Last week. ‘Santa 
Fe’ (WB) (2d wk), mild $3.000. 


Gopher (Par-Singer) (996: 28)-~ 
|*‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) Well 
| spotted in this house catering to the 
younger folks. May reach okay 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Vigilantes’ 

(U), $2,600, satisfactory considering 
weather. ; 

Minnesota (Middle States) (4.000: 
28-39)—Last week, ‘Drums Desert’ 


(Mono) and vaude, including Merry 


Macs. This spelled finis after an un- 
profitable seven-week operation, 
|; The murderous weather gave the 
knockout blow. Ended bad 
$4.400, the frigid blasts probably 
clipping the gross to the extent of 


$2,000. House goes back to trustees 
in bankruptcy, and probably will 
wind up being converted into a 


| Zarage or being torn down foi park- 


ling lot to save taxes, 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
44-55)—‘Sierra’ (WB) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy orchestra heading age show 
Another tip-top entertainment buy, 
taking its place with the succession 
of amusement bargains at this house, 
May reach fine $12,500. Last week 


(2 800: 28 


‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage. eemed 
headed for $18,000 and undoubtedh 
would have gone at least $6,000 
|higher than disappointing $12.500, 
except for brutal weather break. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39- 
44)—Virginia’ (Par). Mildly re- 
ceived by critics and customers. 
Will be lucky to get good $7.000 


week ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and vaude. 


Last week, ‘Thing Called Love 
(Col), $7,1000, fine, considering the 
weather. 
Uptown (Par) (1.200: 28-329 
| ‘Arizonia’ (Col). First neigl ! d 
showing Looks like ok $2 
Last week, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) 


| Chiller, ‘Murder By the Stars,’ t 


} 





| 
' 


| 


nabe showing, $2,200. all 


be expected in view of winitrv | 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55)—Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
Very nice $3,000 indicated Last 
week, ‘Long Voyage’ (UA) (3 vk), 
$900, mild 


. 
Don’t Look Up Now 
Hollywood, Feb. 25 
Bela Lugosi goes astral in his next 
be 
produced by Sam Katzman for Mon- 
ogram release. 
Spooking starts March 29, with 
Martin writing the goose-flesh script. 


Al 





(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Saint Palm Spring 
(RKO). Strong $8,000. Last week, 


‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO), fell off in second wee k 
to fair $4,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000 


40-50)—Strawberry Blonde’ ‘WB) 


(2d wk) and ‘Hit Parade’ ‘Rep?. 
Holding up well in second una 10 
satisfactory $4,800. First et 


n 


‘East River’ (WB), strong $5,300. 
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Philly OK; ‘Playgirl’-Noble 22146 
Flight’ $15,800, ‘Bishop’ $14 





Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Boyd) : 
Heavy biz over Washington’s 


irthday weekend is helping to build 
aecurrent grosses despite bitter cold 


spell and intermittent snow and 
slush. Newcomers are showing 
strength, though there’s nothing 


dout compared with the con- 
me potent biz chalked up by 
holdovers, ‘Fantasia,’ ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ and the hardy perennial, 
‘Gone Witih the Wind.” , 

Best of the new pix are ‘Flight 
Command,’ ‘Playgirl plus a stage 
show, and ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop. 

Latter is backed by hefty pro- 
motion capped by the sending of de- 
scriptive folders to 7,000 teachers in 
the Philly public and private school 
systems, as well as special screenings 
for heads of Parent-Teacher groups 
and educators. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (2d wk). Slip- 
ping slightly after preem, but will 
still net a solid $17,000. Opener a 
hefty $18,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Tall, Dark’ (20th) (2d run). Dis- 
appointing in view of rave notices 
and heavy biz in first run showing. 
Will barely hit $2,800. Last week, 
revival of ‘Rebecca’ (UA) fared 
worse with poor $2,400. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). Rated kudos 
from the crix, and will grab satis- 
factory $14.000. Last week, ‘Victory’ 
(Par), a disappointing $11.200, and 
first picture in many months not to 
rate a ho. at this deluxer. 

Earle (WB) (2,350: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Playgirl’ (RKO) with Ray Noble 
band on stage. Banging out zippy 
22,500, plenty on the black side. 

st week, ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) 
and Johnny Davis band garnered 
okay $19.800. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Xmas Under Fire’ short. Still 
showing strength in h.o. with $13,200. 
Opener good for a punchy $18,700. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Still powerful $7,800 after 
seven weeks downtown. Last week, 
bright $8,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d run). Moved over 
from Stanley after four sock weeks, 
and still luring in the customers for 
a bang-up $6,000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ 
(WB) (2d run), n.s.h. $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Flight Command’ (M-G). Good 
exploitation on this one building it 
up to a njce $15,800. Not in same 
class, however, with zingy $17.800 for 


fourth week of ‘Gone’ (M-G) last 


sesh. ‘Virginia’ (Par) preems here 
“tomorrow (Wed.). 
Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 


‘Mad Doctor’ (Par). Chiller snagging 
. okay $5,800. Last week. ‘Convoy 
(RKO), a sleeper with $6,800. 


‘VA.’ GRABS MOST OF 
LINCOLN CASH, $4,000 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 25. 
Pic patronage likes ‘Virginia’ over 








everything else this week. Film will | 


rab what little coin is 
oosely hereabouts, and there'll be 
relatively slim pickings for all the 
others, 

Lincoln, with ‘Back Street,’ is def- 
Initely back-seat. House is seeing 
itself thfough its third straight bad 
week, and is hoping for a change 
in the cash outlook with ‘Western 
Union,’ which is coming mid-week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Libel’ (RKO) and 
‘Trail Blazers’ (Rep), split 
‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Ridin’ 
Rainbow’ (Rep). 


Last week, ‘Thundering Frontier’ 
(Col) and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Isle Destiny’ (Col) and 


‘Double Trouble’ (RKO), fair $800. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; | 


10-25-40)—Back Street’ (U). Word- 
of-mouth comment crimping to $2,- 
800, n.s.g. Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ 
(U), a weakie at $2,500. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-20-25)—‘Get Girl’ (U) and 
Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Nice 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Invisible Woman’ 
(U) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th), very 
nice $2,300, 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)——‘Virginia’ (Par). Best in 
town here, around swell $4,000 ex- 


pected. Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), good $3,700. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 
10-20-25)—‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 


(UA) and ‘Petticoat Politics’ (Rep). 
So-so $1.800. Last week, Devil Com- 
mands’ (Col) and ‘Phantom China- 
town (Mono), split with ‘Make Mu- 
sic (RKO) and ‘Crooked: Road’ 
(Rep). fair $1.800. 
_Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40 )— tnds Night’ (UA). About 
$2,800 is 
Last week ‘Sierra’ 


either, $2.40 (WB), no heft 
either, $2,400, 


floating | 


with | 


Autry last half is | 
bootstrap hoister toward $1,000, good. | 


all that can be hoped for. | 





. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Sena $1,778,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year -. $2,096,300 

(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


— 


PHILLY’-‘ROAD’ 
$43,000, TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


——_. 


Boston, Feb. 25. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ is an SRO 
sockeroo at the Orpheum and State 
this week, and is certainly pointing 
to a holdover. ‘Hudson’s Bay’ is 
holding for a second stanza at the 
Memorial; and ‘Virginia’ is strong 
at the Met because of the hometown 
angle involving Stirling Hayden, one 
of the featured players. 

Hayden was wined, dined and 
toasted for about a week in and 
around Boston before ‘Virginia’ 
opened; and he is also making per- 
sonal appearances at the Met for 
three days during the run of the 
film. 

Holiday scales prevailed over the 
weekend, and fair weather kept the 
b.o. cashiers busy. ; 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55-65) 
—La Zonga’ (U) and Ben Bernie on 
stage, four days; and ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mono) (re-issue) and 
‘Old Colorado’ (Par) (1st run), dou- 
ble, three days. Aiming at $12,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Dead Man's 
Shoes’ (Mono) and ‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ 
(Rep), with stage show, four days; 
and ‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Angels 
Broadway’ (Col) (both 2d run), dual, 
three days, $8,000, satisfactory. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (both 2d run). 
Heading for good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th), so-so $4,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U). Holdover 
promising very okay $14,000. First 
week, hefty $19,000. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk). 
Showing good sustaining pull, and 
will take about $13,500 this stanza. 
Fourth week, also capacity. $15.000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th), with personal appear- 
ances by Stirling Hayden. three days. 
Will probably go to $20,000, very 
good. Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ 
(U) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G), 
| $13,500. : 








| Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA). Going the limit for 
this scale around $25,000, and hold- 
over. It has been filled and refill here 
since the opening (20). Last week, 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘No- 
body’s Children’ (Col), five-day 
holdover, okay, $12,300. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (both 2d run). 
Indicating good $8,000. Last week. 
|‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Jennie’ 
| (20th). $6,000. off. 
| Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 





‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Honeymoon 
Three’ (WB) (both 2d run). Okay 
$4,500 Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) 
and ‘Henry’ (Par) (both 2d run), 
| $3.500. 


State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA). Shooting for $18,000 
smash. Last week, “Thing Ca 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Nobody's Child d 
(Col), holdover for five days, ade- 
quate $8,800. 


‘VIRGINIA’ $9,000 TOPS 
OMAHA; ‘STREET’ 826 


Omaha, Feb. 25. 
‘Virginia’ and ‘South of Suez’ are 
| topping the town this week at the 
Omaha. The Orpheum will 
$8,500 with ‘Back Street’ and ‘Night 
Train’ which, while it {s nothing to 








whole lot better than last week’s 
gross of little better than $6,500 with 
‘Victory’ and ‘Bank Dick.’ The show- 
ing of this dual was so much lower 
|than expected that the pix were 
yanked two days ahead of time. 

| The Brandeis with the second 





| week of ‘Santa Fe Trail’ and ‘Let’s , 


reach | 


get excited about for this house, is a | 


| Make Music’ Ig 
$3,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


pretty good with 


j 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) | 


“Virginia’ (Par) and ‘South Suez’ 


(WB). Okay $9,000. 
‘Come Live’ (M-G) 
| (WB), only fair $8,300. 


Last week, 
and ‘Reuters’ 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- | 


| 40)—"Back Street’ (U) and ‘Night 
| Train’ (20th). Satisfactory $8,500. 
| Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Bank 
| Dick’ (U), $6,500, so slow that pro- 
| gram was yanked two days early. 
‘Victory’ mainly to blame. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and 
‘Make Music’ (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
for $3,500, still pretty nifty. Last 
week, big $6,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Nellie 
Kelly’ (M-G), split with ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U), ‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col) 
and ‘Sandy Man’ (U). Nice $900 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) 
and ‘Nanette’ (RKO), split with 
‘Petticoat Politics’ (Rep), ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
(M-G), fair $800. 

Town (Goldberg) — ‘Fargo Kid’ 
(RKO), ‘Argentine Nights’ (U), 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), triple, split 
with ‘Husbands Work’ (Rep), ‘Old 
Monterey’ (Rep), and ‘Argentine 
Way’ (20th), ‘Devil’s Marksman’ 
(Rep). Pretty fair $1,000. Last week, 
‘Men Texas’ (Par), ‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 
(20th), triple, split with ‘Colorado 
Sunset’ (Rep), ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) 


| 
| 
| 


and ‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par), 
single featured, fair $800. 
Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 


berg) (950; 300; 600; 25)—‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Our Town’ (UA), 
‘Sandy Man’ (U) and ‘Melody Ranch’ 
(Rep). Pretty good $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO), ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (M-G) and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ 
(U), split with ‘Petticoat Politics’ 
(Rep), ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), okay $1,000. 


‘VIRGINIA’ 186, 











Detroit, Feb. 25. 
Strength of the picture biz here 
|1s reflected this week by the fact 





H.0.S HOLD DET. 





| that all films, with one exception, are | 


| holdovers. 
ithe six houses now handling first- 
| run stuff, comes up with a fresh bill. 


| of double-bills in the afternoon and 


1}a solo on its chief feature at night, 
|stretches to two weeks ‘Western 
| Union’ and the parttime ‘Blondie 
Goes Latin.’ United Artists, starting 
| off its pic bill at the unholy hour of 
8 a.m., landed close to the same fig- 
| ure with the return of ‘Gone.’ 


| Adams is carrying ‘Back Street’) «pace Street? (U) and 


|a second week, after one earlier at 
| the Fox, which is three weeks down- 
| town for this one. Palms-State gives 
}an added week to 


| 


|'see fair enough $6,000. 


‘Kitty Foyle,’ | 


moved from the Michigan, for a third | 


week on this one. Both these houses 
use their new policy of adding a dif- 


End of L.A. Rains 


Spells Biz; 


Gone’ Gusty $19,300, ‘Va.’ H.0. 
$16,000, ‘Smith’ 2d Lofty 186 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
yk $380,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year : $416,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


VA? HOTSY 156. 
BUFF. LICKS 
OPPOSISH 


Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

Against the most brutal kind of 
opposition from the weather and 
from competing forms of entertain- 
ment, the ticket boxes at Buff pix 
parlors are continuing to chop away 
merrily and in plenty profitable 
fashion. 

Considering the fact that during 
the week the Ice Follies showed to 
around 50,000 persons in five days, 
and that in addition the town’s 
amusement roster included a legiti- 
mate show, at least four concerts, 
half a dozen indoor sports events, 
little theatre productions nightly and 
semi-public balls and benefit func- 
tions no end, the brisk velocity ex- 
hibited by the picture b.o.’s is little 
short of remarkable. 

‘Virginia,’ dualed at the Buffalo, 
is running close to last week’s 
staunch Calloway numerals while 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ and ‘Tall, Dark and 
Handsome’ will hit another sweet 
money mark at the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55) — 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par). 
Business continues in upper reaches. 
Probably around dandy _ $15,000. 














Only the Michigan, of Last week, ‘Road Show’ (UA) and | 


Cab Calloway on stage, rode to over 


| $16,000, lofty. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 


Fox, after sliding up to a huge|—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Tall, 
. k with it li | Dark’ (20th). 
| $22,000 last week with its new policy pace for around $9,500. 


Maintaining powerful 


Last week, 
‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Blackout’ 
(UA), solid $9,800. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45) — ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Blackout’ (UA) 
(2d run). Slowing down, but should 
Last week, 
‘Ends Night’ (UA) and 
(M-G) (2d run), okay $5,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
‘Meet 
Chump’ (U) (2d wk). MHoldover 
rubber good enough at $5,500. Last 
week, fast clip brought staunch 
numerals at around $11,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000: 30- 


,40)—‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep) and Sing- 


ferent picture each week, the Adams | 


freshening up its bill with ‘Meet the 
Chump,’ while the Palms took over 
‘High Sierra’ from the Michigan. 

Wilson is now back again in the 
local scene with ‘Fantasia,’ which 
brought all the town’s crix and col- 

umnists to clash, and is running fair, 
with indications of added strength 
because of the controversy. 

Michigan alone has a new bill and 
| should take the leadership with its 
| offering of ‘Virginia’ and ‘You’re the 
One,’ although it may get a chal- 
lenge from some second weekers., 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 30-40-55) 

‘Back Street’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Meet Chump’ (U). Looks to hold up 
to a good $5,500 after a choice $7,000 
last week, when ‘Back Street’ was 
paired with ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55) ‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) (2d wk). Should 

continue with a strong $16,000, after 

gleaning a hefty $22,000 last week 
Michican (United Detroit) (4.000; 
30-40-55) — ‘Virginia’ (Par) and 

‘You’re the One’ (Par). Moving 
| briskly with a nice $18,000 in pros- 
| pect. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) and 
} ‘Nanette’ (RKO), fair $16,000. 
Palins-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sierra’ (WB) (2d wk). Second 

picture moved over after week at 
| Michigan to catch house’s blood-and- 
thunder following. May hold up to 
last week’s big $9,000. Last week, 
‘Kitty’ and ‘Phantom Chinatown’ 
(Mono) were the entries. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40c to 4 p.m.; 55c evenings; 
40c to noon Sundays )—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Looking for a choice $18,- 
000 back of first week’s $21,600. 

Wilson (2,000; weekday mats 75c 
and $1.10; week-end mats and nights, 
$1.10 and $1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
Looks like unimportant $12,500 for 
the first full week. Last week on 
nine performances came out with 
fair $9,000. 


i‘Virginia.” The 


ers Midgets on stage, split with 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ (Rep). Another split-week 
passable $5,500. Last week, ‘South 
Suez’ (Par) and ‘Remedy Riches’ 
(RKO), under $4,000, n.s.g. 


ee 


‘GONE’ H.0. 11G PACES 
SEATTLE: ‘VA’ $8, 


Seattle, Feb. 25. 
Defense spending is beginning to 
reach a high tempo, but there’s still 
more to come. Since Seattle is one 
of the nation’s key defense points, 
coin will be scattered around plen- 
tifully, both now and in the future 
‘Gone,’ in its second stanza at the 
Paramount, still leads the town with 
a resounding $11,000. ‘Virginia’ is 
next with $8,000 to its credit. Grosses 
all along the line, however, are 
sturdy, and there’s nothing to com- 
plain about. 





‘Sneak previews’ are getting to be | 


the style here, with one pulled for 
Orpheum has had 
two of 'em, and this type of exploi- 
tation seems to stimulate interest. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 


(850; 30-40-50)—‘Come Live’ (M-G). 
Moved over from the Fifth for a sec- 
ond week, and getting a moderate 
$1,800. Last week ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), $2,200, fair. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Comrade xX’ (M-G) 
and ‘Arizona’ (Col). Dandy $3,400. 
Last week ‘Bagdad’ (UA), ‘Vigil- 
antes’ (U), $3,000, okay. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Virginia’ 
(Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par). Big $8,090 
on deck. Last week ‘Core Live’ (M- 
G), $5,300, fair. 


Liberty (JvH) (1,650: 30-40-50) 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Heading for good $4,600. Last week, 
same film, great $5,800 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


‘Maisie’ | 





Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

A break in the torrential rain 
over Saturday and Sunday omy 
most of the first-runs to retrieve 
some of the financial weakness of 
the early part of the week. Conse- 
quently the majority of houses are 
showing substantial takes. 

Holdovers held their own, with 
the Paramount leading the pack at 
$16,000 with ‘Virginia.’ Fourth 
week of ‘Fantasia’ is heaping up a 
neat $14,200, while the second week 
of ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ is heading 
the RKO and Pantages to a lofty 
| $18,000. 
| ‘Gone With the Wind’ on its first 
showing at pop prices is garnering 
a terrific $19,300. Holdover of 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ will account for 
another sweet $14,500 for the War- 
ner day-daters. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(4th wk). Running neck and neck 
with previous stanzas and another 
$14,200 in sight after third week 
brought excellent $14,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) 
and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). Anything 
but hot as $7,500 attests. Last week, 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th), good $9,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$7,500 anticipated. First seven days 
brought excellent $9,400. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Gone’ (M-G). First run at pop 
prices looks like excellent $5,800 in 
the till. Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ 
(UA) (5th-final wk), garnered 
$1,400 on six days. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44)——‘Re- 
becca’ (UA) (revival) and ‘Chale 
lenge’ (FA) (2d wk). Headed for 
| profitable $1,400 after first week 
brought excellent $2,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB) (2d wk). Oute- 
drawing previous Cagney’s in Holly- 
wood and second stanza looks like 
| $7,000 after first week ended with 
comfortable $9,200. 








Orpheum (B'way) (2,200: 30-44- 
|55)—'Ridin’ Rainbow’ (Rep) and 
i‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) plus stage 
|show. Biz back to normal with 


| 


about $7,500 in sight. Last week, 
| with George Jessel and Lois Ane 
| drews on stage, disappointing $11,000. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
|‘Mr,. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
'and ‘Make Music’ (RKO). On hold- 
|over, aided by new second feature, 
|should reach $9,500. First stanza 
| finished with very big $15,000 
| Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—Virginia’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Henry’ (Par) plus stage show. Hold- 
over, with an added feature, head- 
ing for another big $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Virginia’ solo, terrific $18,900. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55) — 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Make Music’ (RKO). 
Looks like $8,800 on holdover. First 
week, very good $12.600 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 





55-75)—‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). Allright 
$10,300. Last week, ‘Western Union’ 


(20th) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
good $12,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
| 30-44-55) — ‘Gone’ (M-G). a 
for terrific $13,500 on first week o 
downtown pop-priced§ run Last 
week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Girl in 
News’ (20th), very week $1.100 
| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
|—*Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th). Doing fair on move- 
over with around $4,600 in sivht. 
Last week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and 
‘Girl in News’ (20th), so-so $3,300. 


(850; 30-40-50)—‘Philadelphia’ ‘(M- 
G) and ‘Shayne Detective’ (za ) 
| (6th wk). Closing a great run wy 
| getting a good $2,500 the last eight 
Last week $3,200, big 

| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Buck Private’ (U) 
and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk). 
3ig $5,700. ‘Dr. I. Q.”’ on stage Mone 
day night was a help toward this 


(20th), very 





cdavs 
Uday s. 


figure. Last week, same films, $7,- 
| 800, great. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50) 


‘Meet Chump’ (U) and ‘Father's Son’ 
(WB) plus ‘Coconut Grove Revue’ 
|on stage. Good $5,400. Last week 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) plus vaude, 
backed by big campaign, but disape 
pointed with mild $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 40-58)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Magnificent $11,000 after ditto 
$18,000 last week. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
-0)—‘Sierra’ (WB), three days o 
fourth week, split with ‘Nellie Keliy 
(M-G) and ‘San Francisco Dock’ 
(U) (2d run). Big $2,700. Last week 
‘Sierra’ (WB) (3d wk), big $3,500. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 16- 
30) Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Letter’ 
(WB). Fine $2,300. Last week ‘No 
Time C (WB) and ‘Here 

(WB), only f 31.900. 
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THE BIGGEST "SOCK THE SCREEN CAN GIVE! 


METROSCOPIX! 


(new and improved successor to Audioscopix ) 





As usual that gang of live-wire M-G-M Shorts Specialists is thinking up new ways to fascinate 
and intrigue your patrons. You got a big kick out of hearing your audiences scream and howl 
at M-G-M’s two previous third-dimensional Audioscopix shorts, action that leaps right out of 
the screen! Now they’ve given the idea a new sock (hereafter called Metroscopix) and they’ve 
concocted a real old-fashioned mystery meller-drammer with spooks, spiders and skeletons that 
come right at you. Get set for the greatest novelty in show business! 


PETE SMITH’s 


THIRD DIMENSIONAL MURDER 


Be first with the first Metroscopix — Book it now for MARCH Ist RELEASE 
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Arty Legits in Film Form and Refugee | 


Producers Pix, Made in US. or S.A. 


May Replace 


F oreign Pic Dearth 








With distribs of foreign films near- 
ing the end of the supply of product 
remaining in this country, they are 
looking to three new sources to meet 
the demands of the arty audiences 
they have built up. These are: 

1. Films of Broadway plays made 
directly from the legiters in New 
York with the original casts. 

2. Output of refugee directors and 
producers who have been forced out 
of Europe and are now beginning to 
get their bearings in Hollywood. 

3. Ditto of the above, but from ex- 


patriated Europeans now settling in | 


Latin America, particularly Argen- 
tina. 

That’s the program advanced by 
Irvin Shapiro, head of World Pic- 
tures Corp., N.Y., which has been 
one of the more important distribs 
ef foreign films, mainly French. 
Shapiro feels that his outfit and 
similar ones have created a fairly 
profitable and steady audience for 
the arty foreign stuff and economic 
motives will naturally force them to 
seek out substitutes to maintain 
what they have established. 


He estimates that there are ap- 
proximately” 25 other French pix 
now in the United States which have 
not been released, providing about 
a year’s supply of product for 
the distribs who own them. Most 
of the distribs are adamant against 
buying any others from German in- 
terests which now control what was 
in Paris vaults or from the un- 
occupied portion of France, where 
some pictures are now being made. 


Some Examples 


World Picture chief is enthusias- 
tic about the idea of filming stage 
plays and is preparing to finance 
producers of such pictures. What he 
figures on is such a thing as ‘Native 
Son, which Orson Welles is now 


producing as a legiter. With a Negro | 


angle, it may not be for Hollywood, 
yet Shapiro feels that for the arty au- 
dience it would be sock, between 
Welles’ name and the best-selling 
novel on which the play is based. 


Shapiro figures on getting a num- 
ber of other shows that have failed 
to create Hollywood interest because 
of one angle or another which, para- 
doxically, make them doubly inter- 
esting to little theatre audiences. 
Among examples he has in mind are 
Elmer Wice’s ‘Flight to the West,’ 
which is announced to close on 
Broadway Saturday (1) night, and 
Clifford Odets’ ‘Awake and Sing,’ 
which was on several seasons ago. 


Way Shapiro has it figured, these | 


could be filmed in about four days 
for from $10,000 to $15,000. Good 
French films in the past have grossed 
him $75,000-$100,000, so possibilities 
exist for a good profit. Even the 
worst French pix have brought $15,- 
000-$20,006, making Shapiro see little 
chance of a loss, while ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ did $300,009, likely to be 
repeated by “The Baker’s Wife.’ 


Authors and stage producer would 


have to participate on a percentage | 


arrangement just as they do in the 
stage production, not getting a 
guaranteed fee for film rights as 
Hollywood pays. Shapiro, while 


willing to advance coin, is not in- | 
terested in producing the films him- | 


self. He hopes to get the legit pro- 
ducers to double in that job. 


Anderson’s Play in 16 Mm. 


. One play, Maxwell Anderson’s 
Journey to Jerusalem,’ has already 
been filmed by Joseph Pollack. He 
obtained only 16 mm. rights, how- 


ever, aiming the play, which has a | 


religious slant, for church groups. 
Among exiled Europeans in Latin- 


America whom Shapiro anticipates | 
will go to work on product suitable | 
for subtitling for U.S. arty markets | 


are Geza Polaty, Hungarian pro-| 
ducer who worked in Germany and 
Spain and who is now in Cuba: 
Theodore Pehle, Austrian cameramen 
now in Mexico; George Sklarz, Ger- 
man producer now in Argentina, 
and Martinez Sierra, Spanish play- 
Wright now in Argentina. He thinks 


tin-America will be more fruitful 
than Holl 
wh 


Cc 


ywood for refugees, for | 
ile Europeans arriving on the 
Oast are treated rather diffidently, 


€y are welcomed pretty much as 
big shots in S. A, 


| 
i 


| for 


RKO’s Spanish-Made 


Nears Completion 
| Initial feature film to be made by 


| RKO in Spain, ‘El Crucero Baleares,’ 
| is virtually completed except for 

editing and retakes, according to 
| word received in N, Y. from the 
| studio in Barcelona. 

RKO is undertaking the production 
to dislodge some of its distribution 
coin frozen in Spain. 
turned out for around $200,000. Story 
concerns the civil war in Spain. 


ARGENTINE PIC 
FIRM LINKED 
TO NAZIS 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 25. 

Charges that Argentina Sono Film, 
one of the Big Five film producers 
‘here, is ‘subsidized by unlimited 
credits granted by the German Em- 
bassy and the Banco Germanico’ 
(German Bank), are made in a re- 
cent issue of the anti-Nazi weekly, 
Accion Argentina. 

Sheet says that before each preem 
company advertises in newspapers 
and magazines of ‘distinct totalitarian 
tendency’ and particularly ‘carries 
out its work in favor of the activi- 
ties of the Fifth Column’ through 
| the Pan-American Newsreel, which 
| it operates. 

Shown a copy of Accion Argen- 
tina’s story by Variety, Officials of 











' Argentina Sono Film said the story | 


was ‘so ridiculous it was not worth 
answering.’ Added that they ‘received 
no cash from Nazi sources and that 
newsreel edition singled out by 
| Accion Argentina spoke for itself.’ 
Demand is made for a police and 
municipal investigation. Paper ex- 
plains that it has a~watched offices of 
the company and suspects ‘there are 
certain mysterious meetings.” De- 
clares money from the German bank 
is ‘not just to elevate the level of 
production,’ but to use the company 
as a pretext for pro-German interests 
carrying out orders from the German 
Ministry of Press and Propaganda. 
Paper has no connection with mili- 
tant anti-Nazi organization of the 
same name. Organization has almost 
a million signers to anti-dictator 
petitions. 


It’s being | 








London in Wartime 


London, Feb. 1. 


A. E. Abrahams applying for li- 
| cense to reopen his Scala theatre, 
Charlotte street, as film spot. 

















| 
| Centrary to expectations, ‘The 
| Dictator’ will vacate the Gaumont 
(Haymarket) after eight weeks to 
| make room form ‘Long Voyage Home.’ 
Stays full 10 weeks at the Prince of 
Wales, being replaced by new Ron- 


ald Frankau revue. 





| 


William Dwight Whitney, American 
lawyer, is at a military college. 





| Leslie Abbott, son of John Abbott, 
| into the Royal Air Force as wireless 
operator. 





Felix Alven, formerly with the 
foreign sales of Associated British 
Picture Corp., is now lieutenant in 
the Pioneer Corps. 


Len Berry, of the Archie Parnell 
office, has joined the Home Guards. 

Derrick de Marney, who has just 
completed film short, ‘This Is Po- 
land,’ is doing another on the Polish 
exiles in England. 








Jessie Bond, one of the last of the 


old Savoyards, celebrated her 88th 
birthday. 





Barry O’Brien, having been blasted 
out of his offices, transferred his 
headquarters to Maidenhead. 





Stage and radio stars Betty Astell 
and Cyril Fletcher announce ap- 
Proaching marriage. 


JACK SEGAL CRITICAL; 
WIFE KILLED IN CRASH 


Jack Segal, head of Columbia Pic- 
ture’s foreign exchange operations, 
seriously injured in an auto accident 
early Sunday (23) morning, was re- 








ported slightly improved at the 
Paterson (N. J.) general hospital 
yesterday (Tuesday). Mrs. Anna 


Segal, his wife, who was riding with 
him when their auto crashed into 
a tree in Glen Rock, N. J., was in- 
stantly killed. They were returning 
home from attending the Columbia 


N. Y., Saturday night. 

Segal, who suffered a fractured 
skull and numerous other injuries, is 
still in a critical condition. 

Joseph McConville, Columbia for- 
eign sales chief, who was starting off 
on a brief inspection tour of Latin- 
American countries, planed back 
from Miami (as far as he had gone 
on his trip) when informed of the 
accident, arriving in N. Y. early 
Monday. 








By RAY JOSEPHS 
Vina del Mar, Chile, Feb. 25. 





into the Casino, Vina dej 
Mar No. } west coast South Ameri- | 
can seaside spot, reports top biz this 
season, with plenty of coin being 
| wagered at the tables, hotels and 
nite spots crowded and crowds will- 
ing to spend on entertainment. 

Although smaller and less modern 
than Mar del Plata, Arge a’s lead- 
ing seaside resort, Vina gets tremen- 
dous draw from all parts of Chile, 
Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia 
and Argentina. Latter crowd makes 
the long jaunt—eight hours by plane 
but three days over the pampas and | 
ithe Andes—because the rate of ex- 
ichange makes every visitor with a | 
little folding money practically into 
|a millionaire. 

Because of the California-like cli- | 
mate, spot gets the prettiest girls, 
fattest diplomats, biggest biggies who 
come to swim, eat, make love and 
gamble in about that order. Argen- 
tines lead the foreign crowd, Peru- 
vians. Ecuadorians, Colombians and 
Bolivians trail along and so do 
the Yanks. Even a VARIETY 


| patrons 


ntin 
ntin 





milco 
iuUsgsSs 


'ean command a luxury suite at the 


O’Higgins, town’s swankiest tavern, 
less -than three bucks a day 
(U. S.). That's full rate and includes 
breakfast in bed. 
Plotting Hatched at Tavern 
Stock gag is that half the political 
in S. A. are hatched at the 


lnt 
piot 


» 


| 
| 


With a U. S. floor show to lure| 


O’Higgins (pronounced Oh-HE-gans; 
he was Irish and Chile’s Geo. Wash- 
ington). You can’t tell, but there’s 


plenty of talk in a dozen languages. | 
| Head porter—onetime Berlin lawyer, 


now a refugee—can rattle off six. 
Municipality is the showman and 
sees to it that everything keeps go- 
ing. What keeps the municipality 
going, however, is the Casino. And 
the Casino means roulette and baca- 
rat with a practically no-charge, 
class cabaret to drag in the custom- 
ers. Cabaret is always crowded; al- 
ways loses money because prices are 
set by the municipality as t t 


a tourist 
lure. Gambling take 


a 


is plenty, even 


though general complaint is always | 


that Chile has no cash. House keeps 
30%, splits 64% of that to the city 
and puts the rest aside for profit and 
operation. 

Equivalent of the jitterbug set can 
come into the cabaret for a 9c (U. S.) 
cover, order a drink for about the 
same, and keep going around the 
floor all evening while three bands 


keep pounding out the rhythm. 
Waiters never try to push up biz; no 
profit in it. Music is terrific. Ameri- 


ean band—or American-style band— 
is led by a Hungarian who speaks no 
English. It’s good, though. Stick- 
waver, who looks and leads like Sto- 
kowski, gets the most popular U. S. 
recordings, repeats them almost note 
for note and sounds like a waxed 
copy of Dorsey or Miller. 

Brazilian band, doing the samba, is 


Adrienne Allen’s husband, Captain | 


| Pictures’ annual party and ball in| 


18 
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Mex Amusement Biz Optimistic As 








a! . . 
See Ben Henry Quitting 
} 
| 
| London, Feb. 25. 
It now appears likely that Ben 
| Henry will leave Associated Talking 
| Pictures to join Columbia as an as- 
sociate producer here. It was origi- 
|nally reported he might hook up 
with 20th-Fox. 
| Under the deal, it is understood 
|Henry is taking George Formby, 
| British screen comedian, whom he 
has under personal contract, with 
him. 





O50-YR. BRITISH 


} 


CLOSING LAW 
LIFTED 


London, Feb. 25. 
The first wedge in what is ex- 








nationally of the traditional Sunday 
curfew in England was struck last 


Result of Ex-President’s 
Prospect of Labor 


ATP for Col. in London 


| lighted at 


week when legit theatres and music | 
‘about Gen. Rodriguez’s statements, 
,to the effect that Lombardo Tole- 


halls were permitted to open on the 
Sabbath in districts where troops 


and munitions workers are housed. | tion of officers, high spot of the an- 


| This gives the theatres and music 
| halls equal privileges with the film- 
|eries. The curfew had been in ef- 
| fect for two and a half centuries. 

Idea back of the movement is to 
permit members of the defense serv- 
jw an opportunity to enjoy them- 
| selves on Sunday, since during the 
| week they have little chance to at- 
| tend places of amusement. 

With permission for stage 
entertainment to open Sundays 
districts where defense work is be- 
ing carried on, Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. proposes to make a 


show 
in 


abolish its charity tax on cinemas 
opening Sundays. 

This tax averages 10% of the 
| gross and approximates $3,000,000 
| Tax does not apply 





| annually. to 


stage shows. 


Vina Del Mar, Chilean Spa, Draws 
From 6 Nations; Gam bling’s Big Biz 


No. 2. Plenty of oompah, plenty of 
|long wails en the trombone. And 
hot. Then comes the tango band 
Lights, usually brilliant without any 
atmosphere buildup, are dimmed 
only for the tango. There's 
cheek-to-cheeking unless Americans 
are around. Then everybody frowns 


Usually the localites try it later, but 


you're not supposec to notice 
Cabaret isn’t only for the younger 
set. Gossip is much more intimate 
than in Manhattan and while every- 
thing looks 1941, what’s done and 
what isn’t falls into a pattern of the 


U. S. around 1910 

Other Entertainment Spots 
There are an art gallery, restau- 
rant, gardens with fountain displays 
and other attractions just a few steps 
from the cafe. 

Outside the Casino most of the en- 
tertainment spots are daytime affairs 
Film houses usually have but one 
show a day, 6:30 to 8:30. Lunch is at 
one, tea at 5:30 and dinner doesn’t 
come until 10. Tea spots are very 
elegant, have dancing, bands and 
small shows. Jukeboxes are begin- 
ing tu appear in many places unable 
to afford bands. 

Vina carries on an extensive ad- 
vertising campaign, using radio in 
all the countries from which it at- 
tracts visitors. Also tries other lures. 

Town is about 20 minutes from 
| Valparaiso, Chile’s port, and two and 
a half hours from Santiago, the 
capital. 


| direct appeal to the government to | 


no 4 


Chief's Defeat 


Mexico City, Feb. 25. 

Expectations of the amusement biz 
for better times in Mexico have been 
stimulated by two current events, 
One is in the speech of ex-President 
Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, who 
seven years ago gave Mexico what 
many believe to be the best govern- 
ment she has had in recent times. 
In his talk he urged ‘away with 


demagogies and social experiments 
based upon exotic theories.” It was 
a speech that is construed as reflect- 
| ing the rightist policy of the new ad- 





ministration. Good prospects that 
the country’s labor czar, Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano, will at long 


last step down, is the other event. 

| Gen. Rodriguez's statesments are 
|particularly pleasing to the amuse- 
ment biz for, he asserted, the best 
medicine for Mexico is to get to 
work. ‘To produce, to contribute 
to the development of national econ- 
omy, will assure our independence 
and accomplish the social, cultural 
and economic elevation of our peo- 
ple, of our country,’ he declared. 
‘That requires a sane and wholesome 
orientation and the compliance with 


| our obligations.’ 
pected will be the ultimate killing | . 


The amusement industry is de- 
talk that is growing 
stronger in labor circles, though 
these circles are not much pleased 


dano will be counted out at the elec- 


nual convention of his organization, 


the Confederation of Mexican 
Workers, which opens here to- 
day (25). 


This talk is that Fidel Velazquez, 
the Confederation’s press agent, has 
been assured the votes of most 
members to make him the successor 
of the Stalin henchman, Don Vicente, 
who, during the many years he has 
been in charge, has been linked to 
many labor ‘incidents’ involving the 
amusement and other businesses in 
Mexico. 


AL FRESCO OPERA DOES 
RECORD BIZ IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 25. 
Open-air summer season of Teatro 
Colon, B.A.’s municipally operated 
opera, has just passed halfway mark 
of current season, reporting greater 
boxoffice than any time in its 10- 
year history. Been drawing full 








| houses of 10,000 and turning half as 


many 
night. 
Smash biz has caused local press 
to demand construction of new out- 
door playhouse that editorialists in- 
sist will be no burden on the city 
budget, which usually antes up 
plenty for the winter session. 


more aWay on every clear 





Witheim Karol’s $60,000 


Commission Claim vs. U 


Wilhelm Karol, formerly special 


Paris representative of Universal 
Pictures Co., lost a point Thursday 
(20), when Justice Bernard L. 
Shientag in N. Y. supreme court 
ywrdered him to be examined before 
trial connection with his suit 
igainst Universal. The trial may not 
proceed until 20 days after Karol 


who is now in Havana, is examined. 

Plaintiff seeks $60,000 commissions 
allegedly due him for. securing 
$400,000 for Universal for its product 
from Giuseppe Musso of Rome. The 
film company says that Karol was 
paid $75 weekly plus 1,000 lira week- 
ly expenses while setting the deal, 
and that it deposited 43,108 additional 
lira for hjm in Italy in full settle- 
ment of all claims. 


. ’ 
McConville’s Tour 
Joseph A. McConville, Columbia’s 
foreign manager, is on a month's 
tour by air of six of the company’s 
Latin American offices. He left Fri- 
day (21). 
He’ll visit Puerto Rico, Trinidad, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Panama and 
| Cuba. 
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FINED FOR STAGE LOTTERY 





Ben Hecht’s Stand-In on Ambler’s 
Novel Effects an RKO Pic Deal 





Ben Hecht got himself a writing 
job at RKO last week as the result 
of a tricky series of negotiations by 


which the studio bought screen 
rights to a novel, ‘Journey Into 
Fear,’ published last fall. Company 


paid $10,000 for the book by Eric 
Ambler, British author. 

Hecht got into the picture some 
months ago when he made an agree- 
ment with Ambler to dramatize the 
book, which also gave him a grip on 
the screen rights. That was several 
months after the book had been pub- 


+ 





lished and it appeared to Alan Col- | 


lins, head of the Curtis 
agency, which reps Ambler, 
there was no film interest. 

Offer by Hecht to dramatize the | 
book, it was figured, might create 
gome enthusiasm. It did, although 
Hecht never actually did any writing 
on it. Metro suddenly got a yen for | 
the property and offered $5,000. That | 
stirred Paramount and RKO, which 
offered $7,500. Collins couldn't sell 
it, however, without permission of 
Hecht, nor could Hecht unload the un- 
written dramatization without ap- 
proval of Collins, a stalemate result- 
ing. It dissolved with RKO’s offer 
of $10,000 plus a contract for Hecht 
to do the writing on it. 

Producer David Hempstead will 
make the film, as it was his urging 
that caused RKO to buy it. Yarn 
a European spy story. The author is 
in the British army. He _ wrote 
‘Cause for Alarm,’ bought by Metro 
several years ago. 

Serlin Too 

Oscar Serlin, it is learned, 
been making an attempt similar 
Hecht's to get a grasp on _ screen 
rights to books which apparently 
hold no interest for Hollywood and 
can be optioned cheaply. He has 
been doing it as Hecht did by seek- 
ing dramatization rights, apparently 
hoping producers will become inter- 
ested later via that route. It was 
in this manner he bought ‘Dutch 
Vet,’ book by A. Roothaert, and he 
also holds screen rights to a biog of 
Nijinsky, the dancer. It’s reported 
he has been querying about a num- 
ber of others. 

Warner Bros. on Monday 
$40,000 for a new novel, ‘In 
Life’ by Ellen Glasgow, and 
a storm of furore in other companies 
Latter claimed it was the first time 
in history that an important bock 
has been sold without every com- 
pany at least getting a chance to look 


that 


is 


has 
to 


(24) paid 
This Our 
created 


at it. At least a half-dozen majors 
hadn’t seen it. Warners said it like- 
wise hadn't seen the book, but 
‘bought it after reading the jacket 
blurbs.” Sale was handled by a new- 
comer, Stanley Young, of Harcourt, 
Brace, the publishers, on whom the 


onus was placed. 

Warner Bros. on the Coast last 
week purchased ‘Gay Sisters’ by 
Stephen Longstreet. Novel is to be 
published by Random Hbuse late this 
year or early next year. Price was 
$35,000, plus a fee for services of the 
author on the screenplay. He wrote 
‘Golden Touch,’ novel which 20th- 
Fox bought last year. 

Metro last week paid $5,000 
‘The Odor of Violets,’ book by 
ard Kendrick. It’s a mystery 
with the principal character a blind 
detective who does his crime-solv- 
ing via a seeing-eye dog. Metro 
figures it as a possibility for a series. 

To reach top price of $50,000, 
‘M. H. Pulham, Esq.,’ which Metro 
bought last week, will have to: se!l 
200,000 copies. That's in addition to 
the more than 100,000 being taken 


for 
Bay- 


story 


Brown | 


| 


| 
| 





by the Book of the Month Club. | 


Metro's. base payment for the yarn 


by J. P. Marquand is $15,000, to 
which is added approximately 17c, 
figured on a complicated formula, 


for each copy sold. 


Peculiar situation has arisen of a 
Producer privately bidding against 
his own company for a story prop- 
erty. Bidders are Clarence Brown, 
producer on the Metro lot, and Metro 
itself. 


Yarn ‘Our Vines Have Tendeé 


1S 





Legislative Curtsy 





Detroit, Feb. 25. 

In appreciation for a gratis 
screening, the Michigan Legisla- 
ture passed a bill. Entire mem- 
bership of State’s both houses 
was given a special screening 
of ‘Land of Liberty.’ 

Only way they could think of 
to show gratitude was by the 
House of Representatives pass- 
ing HR 12, a bill they hurriedly 
drew up thanking the manage- 
ment of Butterfield Circuit for 
the free show. 


Indict Krim Bros. 
for U. S. Amus. Tax 
Holdouts in 3 Nabes 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Proof that the Internal Revenue 
Bureau is prepared to take ‘vigorous 
against theatres, night clubs, 
neglect to pay Federal 
promptly each 
month came with the _ indictment 
here Thursday (20) of Sol and Mac 
Krim and the Stramer Theatre Corp., 
operators of three large nabes. Two 
indictments, with the penalty of a 
$10,000 fine and a year imprisonment 
on each count, were returned against 
the Krim brothers charging violation 
of the Internal Revenue Law and the 
Federal Embezzlement Act. Each in- 
dictment carried eight counts, 16 in 
all. 

John 
u.. 
brothers 
in taxes from 








action’ 
etc., 
amusement 


which 
taxes 


W. Babcock. chief assistant 
attorney, charged that the 
withheld more than $3,300 
the Government from | 


July to October last year. The thea- 
tres cited in the cover up on taxes | 
were the Harmony, Park and Lasky. 

‘We have other places under in- 
vestigation.’ District Attorney John 
C. Lehr added. pointing out that the 


had 


+ 


sent out several 


would be severe on 


Government 
warnings that 


collection of the battleship money 
and had taken the new case as a 
means of issuing still another cau- 
tion. In all. the Krims face a maxi- 

m running up to 32 years and 


$160 000 in fines 


Abbott and Costello Go 
Naval After Army Film 


Universal has chanved its schedule | 
on Bud Abbott and. Lou Costello, | 
comedy team whose ‘Buck Privates’ 
is now on release. Instead of the 
‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ _ production 
planned for them, the two will start 
work March 15 on ‘They're in the 
Navy Now.’ Switch is, based on the 
click of ‘Privates 

‘Ride ‘Em’ is to be set back and be 
made as the pair's fifth release. 
Third. titled ‘Oh Charlie,’ is nearing 


completion. 


Grapes,’ novel by George Victor 
Martin. 
‘Journey’ Debuts Michele 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Michele Morgan, RKO’s Parisian 
star. makes her bow to American 
audiences in ‘Journey Into Fear’. 
She follows this with ‘Joan of Paris,’ 
originally intended as her debuter. 


Other Story Buys 

Republic bought ‘Newspaper Men | 
Are Human,’ by Michael Fessier. 

Herb Polesi purchased ‘Quartette.’ 
by Howard Chester, for independent 
production. 

Joseph Schrank sold _ his 
‘Lazy Galahad,’ to 20th-Fox. 

Paramount acquired ‘Cupid 
Beard,’ South American tale 
Michael Uris. 

Republic bought Martin Williams’ 
aviation story, ‘Hell on Wings.’ 


yarn, 


with 
by 


Lester Cohen sold his yarn, ‘The 
Dam,’ to Metro. 

Paramount purchased ‘The Lady 
Came to Stay,’ by Oliver Sturm. 

Republic acquired Robert An- 
drews’ racehorse story, ‘How to Die 
Young.’ 

Clarence Brown bought ‘Air Rai d,’ 
by Col. Barry Williams. 
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‘oT GOL AGT Philly Chilly on Policy of No. 1 
Pix at 9 P.M; Others Trying It Out 
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Court Calls Him the ‘Goat’ 
—Niagara Falls Kayoes 
Bingo as Gambling 


LEGALIZE IT IN N. Y.? 


Akron, Feb. 25. 
Horace Heidt’s personal appear- 
ance ‘Pot of Gold’ show ran into be- 
lated publicity and court difficulties 
on the last day of his showing at the 
Palace. The Heidt show offered 


| hour’s biz, 


JAMS AKRON MGR, 


| 


——___. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

Philly exhibs don’t think much of 
the idea—tried by the RKO and 
Loew’s theatres in New York—of 
playing the top feature of a dual bill 
first to allow those who want to skip 
the weakie to scram early. Most 
of them claim that the practice 
would force them to close their box- 
offices at 9 p.m., losing almost an 
which sometimes is the 


| gravy hour of the evening. 


$100 to each person whose name was | 


selected on the spinning wheel and 
who was in the audience for that 
If not 
the audience the person was given 
$5 if contacted by phone. 


in 


| the boxoffice,’ Milgram said. 


Akron vice squad officers arrested | 


John Wagner, 22, assistant manager 
of the theatre, on charge of promot- 
ing a lottery on the final day of the 
showing. The theatre continued the 
drawing the rest of the day and the 
following day Wagner was 
$4.80 costs by Municipal 
Judge Owen Roderick. 


‘You are nothing more tnan the 
goat in this case,’ the judge .told 
Wagner. ‘Tell the company officials 
that under the Ohio law, this thing 
was gambling and if it happens again 
or if they conduct a similar per- 
formance they will be treated the 
same as all other gamblers who are 
brought before me,’ Roderick in- 
structed Wagner. 

Incidentally at no 
was the person whose 
drawn in the audience, 


performance 
name was 


Niagara Falls’ Ban 
Buffalo, Feb. 
the City 


25. 


All bingo in of 


Falls is now 


Marsh 
in 


that it’s a gam- 
violation of the 


att 
game 


trict 
bling 
law. 

Bingo has been 
Falls at lodges, 
number of theatres. 
that the Cataract 
(Par-Hayman). operating 


orney 
and 


flourishing at the 
ocieties and in a 
It is reported 
Theatre Corp. 
the Cata- 











ract. Strand and Bellevue, undertook 
to discontinue games and were in- 
strumental in stirring up the city 
and county authorities to issue the 
ban, 
Legalizing Proposals 
Albany, Feb. 25. 

Two proposals have been intro- 
duced by Assemblyman Max Tur- 
shen, Brooklyn, which are intended 
to legalize bingo games presented 
under religious and charitable 
offices. 

Turshen also calls for an annual 
license fee of $100 and a tax of 5c 
on each 50c charge. 

| 

. | 

Frozen Coin | 

. ; | 

———— ('onftinued from page 5a 
and New Zealand. However, Ameri- 
can companies would much rather 
have the frozen coin inside the U. 
and available for future use, even 
at a discount, than to wait until later 


as the monetary value of currency 
is inclined to sink lower. 

Thus, a company with 1,500,000 
pounds frozen in Great Britain 
would rather have this amount 
transferred to American dollars even 


for $4.500,000 or $4,800,000 now than 
to wait until later when perhaps only 
$3,000,000 might be realizable on the 
sum. 

Matter of 
countries hav 


ertting coin out of 
ing blocked currency is 
no novel affair for American film 
which have been deal- 
with such problems during the 
irs in Italy and Ger- 
thing is that ‘such huge 
tied up the British 
been lved in the 


ing 
last five or six yea 
many. Only 
amounts as 
Isles have not 
past 


on 
invo 


fined | 
Court | 


| idea. 


Niagara | 
closed upon receipt of | 
an opinion from Niagara County dis- | 


There are no downtown houses 
playing double-features here. Duals 
are also rare in key nabes. Only 
houses on the twin-bill diet are 
nabes far down the line. 

Samuel Milgram, official of Affili- 
ated Theatres, Inc., one of the larg- 
est indie chains in this area said 
the RKO-Loew’s experiment was 
‘screwy.’ 

‘If we tried it here we'd be throw- 
ing away an extra hour’s business at 
‘Under 
our practice of showing the heavy 


| picture last we are able jo keep the 


boxoffice open to 10 p.m. and the 
extra hour might mean the differ- 
ence between profit and loss for the 
night. 

‘Officials of the Stanley-Warner 
circuit likewise were derisive of the 


‘You’re admitting to 
that one of your pictures is a turkey,’ 
said a Warner spokesman. ‘By set- 
ting a definite policy for the se- 
quence of showing the pictures in a 
twin-bill you’re educating the pub- 
lic to the fact that one picture is 
good and the other bad.’ 

The Warner official likewise 
pointed to the loss in b.o. biz by 
moving up the best picture. Warners 
shows duals in about a dozen of its 
60 houses here, 


9 P.M. Slotting Kills 
Late-Hour B.O. in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 25. 


A firm believer in the ‘early’ hour 
for No. 1 films is J. J. Parker, owner 
of Portland’s Broadway and United | 
Artists theatres. For some time past 
these two houses have run their A | 
pictures at 8:30 or 9 p.m. and the | 
b.o. has profited thereby, according 
to William McCurdy, manager of the 
Broadway. 


On the other hand, Herbert Sabct- 
ka, manager of the Paramount 
(Hamrick-Evergreen), reports they 


tried the experiment of early show- 


ings of No.*1 pix about two years 
ago, and the trial was found want- 
ing. Sabotka says that if the No. 1 
film is put on at 9 p.m. the b.o. is 


dead precisely at 9 p.m., 
whereas at the present playing of 
late No. 1 pix (approximately 10:15) 
biz is still good up until about 9:45 
From the standpoint of the person 
who wants to see only the A pic and 
get home early, manager Sabotka 
says 9 p.m. play would be agreeable, 


completely 


but from a theatre manager’s point 
of view, it causes a substantial drop 
in b.o. returns. Sabotka believes the 
early showing of the No. 1 pic i: 
okay for nabes, but in a city of Port- 
land’s size there are too many tran- 
sients who will take advantage of a 
late ; shov w 


No. 1 Film’s Showing 

No Problem in Cleve. 
Cleveland, Feb. 25. 

With all key and chain houses be- 


ing single-runners, the problem of 
getting a ‘better hour’ for a No. 1 


picture does not exist in downtown 
Cleveland. Nabe theatres owned by 
Loew’s, RKO and Warners which get 
secondary runs first also are pre- 
ponderantly single-feature stands. 

Outlying dualers were forced year 
ago to start their bills earlier as a 
result the ingrained go-to-bed- 
early habits of natives here. Eight 
out of 10 nabe spots, which shut 
their doors at 11:30 p.m. at latest, 
concede to the sleepy-heads by run- 
ning off their No. 1 film at 8 or 8:30 
p.m. and the No. 2’s at 9:30 or 10 
p.m. 

A few 
Dusiness 


s 


of 


suburbar 


policy 


J 


in 
a 


| houses 
follow 


dua 


ections of 


'showing their top product at 


the public | 


t 
& 


he 
later hour, but as a rule only on 
Saturdays. That’s because Cleve- 
land is still primarily a Saturday 
night show-town where majority of 
citizens own their own homes, eat 
dinner at 6 p.m, at latest and are in 
bed at 10:30 or 11 p.m. five nights a 
week. Even the niteries shut down 
at 2:30 am., often much earlier 
week-nights. Ho-hum! 





Albany’s Experiment 
Albany, Feb. 25 
The Palace, Albany’s largest the- 
atre, has started an experiment with 
the so-called ‘9 o'clock plan,’ succes-- 
fully worked in a number of New 
York picture houses during recent 


weeks, Fabian circuit management 
will use it three nights week ly, 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Top feature is screened about 9 p.m., 
instead of 10 or later. Idea is de- 
signed to please patrons who wish 
to take their time in dining, see the 
main feature, skip the second film, 
rn get home long before mid- 
night 

Criticism of the very-early arrival 
or very-late departure necessary 
under usual operating schedule has 
been voiced in Albany as in other 
cities. 





Milwaukee Wary 
Milwaukee, Feb. 235. 

Here as elsewhere the 9 O'clock 
Plan’ is being given a trial, but 
somewhat warily. Fox Palace is the 
first house to try out the idea and 
giving it plenty exploitation, but 
will not carry the plan to any other 
theatres until time has proved it a 
profitable policy. 

In operation here for only a week, 
execs assert it is too early to de- 
termine what results might be ex- 
pected in the long run, although the 
first trial is regarded as satisfactory. 





Keegan Succeeds 
Hyman in Detroit; 
Latter Into Par H.0. 





Jack R. Keegan has been brought 
into United Detroit Theatres (Par) 
as successor to Eddie Hyman who 
moves into the Par home office 
March 1 as executive assistant to 
Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., top operating theatre heads 
under Barney Balaban. Formerly in 
Milwaukee with Warner-Saxe_ in 
charge of film deals and as theatre 

ipervisor, Keegan is now being 
broken into his new spot as operat- 
ing associate to Earl J. Hudson by 
Hyman. He will also handle film 
buying as did Hyman. Latter was in 
New York last week to discuss the 
hift he is going to make. 

Harry Royster, whom Hyman suc- 
ceeds, has been made general man- 
ager of the Netco chain in upstate 
New York and shifts to Poughkrep- 

e Monday (3) to take up his new 
dutie Office headquarters . were 
opened there Saturday (1) and Har- 
old Greenberg, who will act as Roy 
ter’s chief aide and handle film buy- 
ing, leaves tomorrow (Thurs.). He 
h: been over booking-buying for 
Netco from the h.o. but previously 
had operated out of Poughkeepsie. 

In addition to running the thea- 
tres in the Netco chain which are 
under direct control of Paramount, 
Royster will function as Par's con- 
tact with the Schine Bros., Si Fabian, 
RKO and Gene Levy in connection 
with pools under which these inter- 
ests have operating jurisdiction. 

Hyman’s Background 
Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Edward L. Hyman came to De- 

troit a year ago after eight years as 


anager for the Century Cir- 
ating 35 houses in Brook- 
lyn and Long Island. 

His first new chore will be an exe 


r ] 
eral m 


ger 


lit oper 


tensive survey throughout the coun- 
trv, visiting Paramount theatre af- 
filiations working on_ problems 

ght on by the new consent dee 
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TOBACCO ROAD 


20h Century-Fox of Darryl F 
BWanuck production. Directed by John Ford 
Features Charley Grapewin, Marjorie Ram- 
beau, jl 


release 


Gene Tierney, William Tracy 
Screenplay by Nunnally Johnson from the 
piay by Jack Kirkland, based on Erskine 
Caldwell’s novel. Musical direction by 

avid Suttolph; camera, Arthur Miller; 
I Buttolpl Arth M 
elitor, Bartbara McLean. World premiere 
at Roxy, N. Y., Feb. 2 41. Running 
time, 91 MINS, 
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That phenomenal theatrical per- 
ennial, ‘Tobacco Road,’ with its mot- 
ley characters, its imm< list 
sloths and curiously humorous out- 
look on life, is on the screen at last 
The record-breaking run of the play 
on Broadway (opened Dec. 4, 1933) 
and its apparently inexhaustible 
road audience (grossed $19,000 
week at its ’steenth return e1 
ment in Pittsburgh) ke 
erty appear to be a 
‘natural’ for the more nume 
lower-priced film theatres \ vet 
‘Tobacco Road’ as a motior 
falls far short of its prornise a 
boxoffice riot. 

Reasons are obvious and many 
The sensational pulling elements of 
the play—ihe dialog and the low-life 
manners of its people—have been de- 
leted, altered or attenuated to the 
point of dullness. What remains of 


the story is a back-in-the-hills com- 
edy of shiftless folk. But what is 
chiefly lacking is a film-name star- | 
ring cast, the total absence of which | 
would still keep the picture from at- | 


taining widest popularity, even if 
the other shortcomings were not 
present. 


There are the usual extenuating 
circumstances, of course. Provisions 
of the production code are rather ex- 
plicit with regard to some of the con- 
versation and action in Jack Kirk- | 
land’s play from Erskine Caldwell’s 
saga of poh white trash in the Ole 
South. Decision on the part of 
Darryl F. Zanuck to produce a pic- 
ture of ‘Road’ could have been 
reached only after study of the script 


problems. In this he had able, al- 
though somewhat ineffectual, sup- 
port from Nunnally Johnson and 


John Ford, who successfully handled 
the scripting and directing of ‘Grapes 
of Wrath’ a year ago. 

Although both the Caldwell and 
the Steinbeck novels deal with the 
seamier side of the American social 
riddle, the formula by which the lat- | 
ter’s work was transferred to the! 
screen does not suit ‘Tobacco Road.’ | 
The language of the Joads and their | 
friends was expurgated and cleansed, | 
but the action of the story was crys- 
tallized into thrilling melodrama. 
The same general approach to the 
disgusting, albeit human, household 
ruled by Jeeter Lester just doesn’t 
jell. The slightest attempt to clean 
up Jeeter and his brood dooms the 
effort to failure. His personal un- 
couthness and mental inability to 
sustain a single constrictive idea are 
indigenous to the fallow soil on 
which he survives but does not live. 
There’s no Ma Joad in ‘Tobacco 
Road’ to stir and vitalize the fighting 
spirit of her men. 

In the realignment of characters 
and plot, ‘Tobacco Road’ emerges 
with a trite comedy theme about the 
dubious efforts, chiefly larcenous, bv 
which old Jeeter hopes, through ac 
of Providence or dishonest opportu- 
nity, to raise $100 for the annual rent 
of the old farm. This wisp of story 
carries Jeeter to the village and in- 
troduces new characters in the play. 
There’s the implication of a happy 
ending when Jeeter and Ada. his 
wife, get a six months’ respite from 
the poor farm. 

For all of its dehydration ‘Tobacco 
Road’ is told with a canny camera. 
Ford is more intent on story telling 
than in his recent productions. where 
background and atmosphere 


é c have 
egies heavily and significantly in 
IS pictures. Some footage in the 


earlier scenes of ‘Road’ given over 
to steps which led to the decadence 
of the cracker sections of the South 
would have framed the characters 
But the hopelessness of their cause is 
shown in striking and original screen 
views. The deeply rutted and neg- 
lected highway, the trash that has 
accumulated on the Lester holdings, 
the lack of understanding of values 
in the manner in which Dude's auto- 
mobile is brunted and dented are a 
few of the points which Ford em- 
hasizes. And at the finish the touch 

S even more pronounced when the 
autumn leaves swirl through the 
open cabin door, and Ma Ada asks 
Jeeter when he is going to do all the 
big things he brags about, and he 
says, ‘Maybe next week.’ 

Chief load of the acting falls 
Charley Grapewin, whose Jeeter 
fine characterization within the re- 
vised limitations. If he speaks less 
profanely than his numerous stage 
protesrpes. he speaks his lines clear- 
y. He plays the old fellow for com- 
edy and sympathy, revealing also a 
lazy shrewdness. Elizabeth Patter- 
wv ts Ma Ada, and brings out the 
sullen hopelessness of the role. There 
is an excellent portrait of her to- 
wards tne end of the picture which 


on 
isa 


at 


{sition of maintaining a perfect bat-| 


| course to about a dozen words. 


FILM REVIEWS 


features her toil-worn hands that | 
tell more than words of who worked | 
at the Lesters, whenever work was! 
done. 


Other parts are capably played. 
Marjorie Rambeau is a somewhat 
Jess amorous Sister Bessie than in 


the play; Gene Tierney as Ellie May 
never quite gets her chance; William 
Tracy is much too hysterical as 
Dude, whereas Slim Summerville, 
Ward Bond and Grant Mitchell hold 
to the right key. 

Art Miller’s unusually fine 
tography contributes materially 
the credit side of the production 

Filmgoers who have not seen “To- 


pho- 
to 


bacco Road’ are not likely to be too 
captious over the picture version. 
Zut Jeeter isn’t one who can stand 
any polish He’s better entertain- 
ment—and boxoffice—with the rough 
edges. Flin. 
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For the past four years, each suc- 
ceeding Deanna Durbin picture has | 
generated potent b.o. voltage, ‘and 
the young star holds the envious po- 





ting average. {Nice Giri?’ is another | 
Durbin offering to spin the wickets | 
for profitable biz generally, although | 
it does not quite hit the mark of} 
plausibility in story structure and 
general spontaneity of most of its 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). With 
deletion of the rougher stage 
dialog and action, picture lacks 
zing of the play. 

‘Nice Girl?’ (U). Deanna Dur- 
bin starrer, lacking story spon- 
taneity, slightly below par set 
by her predecessors. 

‘Lady Eve’ (Par). 
edy with Stanwyck-Fonda 
top b.o. results. | 

‘Andy Hardy's Private Secre- | 
tary’ (M-G). Solid entertain- | 
ment for general appeal and 
good b.o 

‘The Hard-Boiled Canary’ 
(Par). Inconsequential drama 
with music, burdened by sopho- 
moric script and direction. 

‘Lucky Devils’ (U). Mediocre 
Richard Arlen-Andy Devine ad- 
venture pic. 


Fine com- 
for 


‘Six Lessons From Madame 
La Zonga’ (U). Only for sup- 
porting feature on twin bill. 


‘In Old Colerado’ (Par). Okay | 


‘tionful in the Hop- 


aC western 
along Cassidy series. 
‘Rolling Home .To_ .Texas’ 
(Mono). Setter than average 
Tex Ritter western. 


‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep). Mod- 
erately entertaining B westerner 
featuring the standard Three 
Mesquiteers., 


‘East of Piccadilly’ (Pathe- 
British). Lower-grade B Lon- 
don murder mystery. 


‘It Happened To One Man’ 
(RKO). Wilfred Lawson in Brit- 
ish crime story ‘B’ production 
good only for minor returns. 

‘The Dream of Butterfly’ 
(Italian). Sweetly-tragic oper- 
etta version of ‘Mme. Butterfly’; 
agreeable, but overlong. 

‘Novios Para Las Muchaches 
(Argentine). Amusing comedy 
slated for strong b.o. in its na- 
tive Argentine. 

‘Napoleon’ (Argentine). First- 
rate Spanish-language comedy. 








predecessors. 





Producer Joe Pasternak indicates 
that he is having difficulty selecting 
story material for Miss Durbin dur- 
ing her debutante years in compari- 
son to his piloting during her early 
‘teen-age period. ‘Nice Girl?’ has its | 
story shortcomings, which, although 
they will be generally overlooked by 
audiences, are obviously apparent. 
The picture tugs and strains in many | 
instances to get going smoothly, but | 
it lacks the sparkle of most of the 
previous Durbins. Although Paster- 
nak has been successful up to this 
point in carrying the star eel 
experiences commensurate with her 
growing-up period, it might be well | 
for the producer and studio to pon- 


| der holding her back for a stretch at 


the 18 age—with sub-deb adventures 
and innocent, youthful romances as- 
sociated with it. 

In proceeding to provide a touch 
of glamor and sophistication to Miss 
Durbin, the story gives her a first 
screen sip of champagne, and places 
her in the embarrassing situation of 
being alone in Franchot Tone’s rooms 
for a few hours after she had gener- 
ated the predicament herself through 
puppy admiration for the older man. | 
For the audiences that accept Miss 
Durbin as sweet, unsophisticated and 
typical of American girlhood, it’s a 
dangerous innovation that might af- 
feet biz of her future pictures. 

Story is laid in a small town out- 
side of New York. Robert Benchley, 
high school principal and dabbler in 
dietetic research, has family prob- 
lems. with three daughters—mis- 
chievous little Ann Gillis, stagestruck 
Anne Gwynne, and personable and 
quiet Miss Durbin. When Tone vis- 
its the home briefly, Miss Durbin 
contrives to have him miss a train 
so she can drive him back to the 
city. Bewildered by Tone’s attitude 
in his home, where the pair are 
alone, the girl sneaks out to return 
to family safety at dawn—but not 
before the town tongues start wag- 
ging. She announces her syn- 
thetic engagement, gets into deep 
water when Tone suddenly returns, 
and goes through obviously contrived 
theatrics before everythi 
ens out. 

Miss Durbin sings five numbers dur- 
ing the unreeling—four new tunes 
and Stephen Foster’s ‘Old Folks at 
Home.’ Best for pop appeal is Wal- 
ter Jurmann and Bernie Grossman’s 
‘Thank You America,’ a _ lilting 
marching song with strong patriotic 
flavor. ‘Beneath the Lights of Home’ 
is asentimental number by Jurmann- 
Grossman; ‘Love at Last,’ credited to 
Jacques Press and Eddie Cherkose;: 
and ‘Perhaps,’ by Aldo Franchetti 
and Andres de Segurola. Miss Dur- 
bin delivers the group with usual 
fine voice and personality. 

Benchley provides dashes of com- 
edy in his role as father of the house- 
hold, and pulls a switcheroo surprise 
| when called on to deliver a Fourth 
|of July address and limits his dis- 
Ann | 
|Gillis and Anne Gwynne provide 


ed 
45 


straight- 


|standard performances as the two 
| sisters. and Robert Stack is adequate 


as the local boy friend who takes 
Deanna for granted. Tone as the 
target for Deanna’s puppy adoration, 
chiefly a straight man. Walter 


1S ent 


| for housekeeper Helen Broderick. 


Brennan provides his usual compe- 
tent portrayal, this time as the town 
postman with romantic inclinations 


Direction by William Seiter is gen- 
erally adequate, considering the 
story tension existing from time to 
time in the script. Production is of 
A rating in all technical departments. 

Walt. 


THE LADY EVE 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


as the con man; William Demarest 
hits several comedy spots as body- 
guard-valet for Fonda; Eugene Pall- 
ette is the beer tycoon father, and 


| Eric Biore provides a fine character- 


ization as the phoney earl. 


Sturges injects several new 
touches in the unreeling. Comedy 
}animated cartoon background for 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc | 


| portant English 
| grace, Andy gets another crack at]. 
| the exam and passes. 


main title decidedly novel; and the 
silent pantomimed montage passage 
bridging proposal to wedding is also 
new technique. Walt. 


Andy Hardy’s Private 


Secretary 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


lease Features Lewis Stone, Mickey 
Rooney, Fay Holden, Ann Retherford, Sara 
Haden, lan Hunter, Kathryn Grayson, Di- 


rected by George B. Heitz Screenplay by 
Jane Murfin and Harry Ruskin, based on 
story by Katherine Brush and characters 
created by Aurania Rouverol; camera, Les- 
ter White; edito Elmo Veron Previewed 
jin stud projection roor Feb. 18, ‘41. | 
Running time, 97 MINS | 
Pi  Botl.) arrears Lewis Stone 
Andy H ee See ee Mickey Rooney 
Mrs DES s.éveneSS Cede sees .-ray Holden 
Polly Bene Sideeeabaveaes Ann Rutherford | 
RGR BOGUS s.icccneveces tes .Sara Haden 
Kathryn Laand., ..ocsceccss Kathryn Grayson | 
Steven V, lan hiunter 
Jimmy M WONG. scsesdas Gene Reynolds | 
‘heezy wicenkewske es .. George Breakston 
SENSO LOM. 6 scxavecdeese .. Todd Karns | 
M Benedict. ccsccosseces Addison Richards 
Clat a al Marcaret Early 
_ Wil eerecteosecce Beri Vriestley 
Peter D J ph Crehan 
Pi 1650 sneakvkb eae ceneeteada lee Phelps | 
ety RMOIO ss nwt saeksaecdsnaas John Dilson 


Andy Hardy goes through numer- 
ous and hectic experiences before he | 
graduates from high school, and in- 
cidentally provides solid audience | 
entertainment before he is handed a| 
diploma in this latest Hardy opus. 
‘Andy Hardy's Private Secretary’ is | 
a topnotch entry in the series, and | 
will carry through the regular runs | 
for profitable biz. 

Andy gets himself in the usual | 
adolescent jams, both trivial and | 
serious, to provide necessary story 
background. In assuming personal 
charge of commencement exercises 
dnd class preparations, he fails to 
pass a final English exam to inject 
dramatic suspense momentarily. But 
a retake on the exam shoots him 
through with flying colors, and 
everybody’s happy at the finish. 

The final and complete junking of 


|; Youngster catches several 





one a moderate play, but will also 
have to sit through the tedious, 
mediocre story that is used as an 
excuse on which to hang the musica] 
display by a group of youngsters, 
For regular picture audiences, pic- 
turais too sophomoric in both script 
and direction to catch or hold atten- 
tion. It’s a minor B for filler dates 
in the duals. 

Story idea provided bv Ann 
Ronell, and based on the Interlochen 
Camp conducted for musically. 
talented youngsters, provides a pere 
fect background for parading the in- 
strumental and vocal attributes of 
the juveniles, But the story whipped 
up in this instance is something else 
again, and discounts in its amateur- 
ish narrative the fine program of 
musical numbers spotted throughout, 

Despite the drawbacks of material 
in the script, little Susanna Foster 
holds some audience interest with 
her renditions of several standard 
classics and slick impersonations of 
Marlene Dietrich, Bonnie Baker and 
Judy Canova. She gives a generally 
good performance throughout. Allan 
Jones carries through with more 
acting chores than singing, and is 








| subordinated in both departments by 
| Miss Foster. 


Patricia Carver, who 
looks about 10, is the only other 
member of the cast who successfully 
overcomes the inadequate direction, 
chuckles 
with her general sourpuss attitude, 
Heimo Haitto, Finnish prodigy of 
the violin, scores effectively on the 
musical side. 

Story picks up Miss Foster as 
singer of operatic mumbers in a 
burlesque house. Saved in a police 
raid by Allan Jones and press agent 
Lynn Overman, pair decide to ship 
her off to the summer music school 
in the mountains. Girl balks at the 
restrictions imposed under camp 
regulations, but slowly weakens to 
become an enthusiastic supporter. 
Her former burlesque partner shows 
up to disclose planting of a news- 
paper yarn which blasts the — 
and nearly wrecks financial suppor 
Then Miss Foster saves the day by 
appearing in the special show at the 
city opera house that, for some rea- 
son or other, not demonstrated on 
the screen, is received with acclaim. 

Musical range covers vocal, syme- 
phonic, violin solos and choral num- 
bers from Tovani’s ‘Rienzi Overture’ 
to a hodgepodge of ‘Carmen’ and 





runabout 


in favor of a new model 
with push button toplifter 
who have avidly followed young | 
Hardy’s auto experiences in previous | 
pictures. But Andy’s blossoming 
forth with a new car will also Bive | 
the kids plenty to worry about. 

Story follows the formula closely 
for the series. Kindly, understand- 
ing Judge Hardy attempts to help the 
father of Andy’s classmates get a 
job in the U. S. service. Even 
the drafting of Kathryn Grayson as| 
his special private secretary to as- 


| sist with the school details does not 


prevent Andy from flunking his im-| 
test. Facing dis- | 
In between 
there’s the regulation procedure of 
Andy’s detour along the highway of 


| adolescent love, and development of 


tion. Stars Barbara Stanwyck, Henry | 
Fonda; features Charles Coburn, Eugene 

Pallette. Directed by Preston Sturges, 

Screenplay by Sturges, based on story by | 
Monckton Hoffe: ass't director, Mel Ep- 

stein; camera, Victor Milner. Previewed 

in studio projection room Feb, 24, ’41. Run- 

ning time, 90 MINS. 

Os a, ae err rrr ee Barbara Stanwyck 

Charles ....-Henry Fonda 

Lady Eve's F Charles Coburn 

Mr. Pike ae Eugene Pallette 

Muggesry , .William Demarest 

Sir Alf iiennan Keith .Eric Blore 

Re) reer ee are Janet Beecher 

re eet errr Robert Greig 


Smart, light, frothy, gaysome and 
romantic ‘The Lady Eve’ is a strong 
boxoffice entry that will gather mo- 
mentum through favorable audience 
comment. Third writer-director ef- 
fort of Preston Sturges is laugh en- 
tertainment of top proportions with 
its combo of slick situations, spon- 
taneous dialog and a few slapstick 
falls tossed in for good measure. 
Much lighter in general tone than 
Sturges’ ‘The Great McGinty,’ pic- 
ture will be an invigorating tonic 
for spring boxoffices. 


Basically, story is the age-old tale | Met h ; : 
of Eve snagging Adam, but dressed | tla a name nugget in Miss 
IG : 


up with continually infectious fun 
and good humor. Stanwyck is girl- 
lure of trio of confidence operators. 
She’s determined, quick-witted, re- 
sourcefu] and _ personable. 
Fonda is a serious young millionaire, 
somewhat sappy, deadpan and slow- 


jealousy by girl friend Ann Ruther- 
ford. 

Picture showcases performances of 
two film newcomers, Kathryn Gray- 
son and Todd Karns. Latter is the 
son of film actor Roscoe Karns, and 


|shows ability for development as a 


topnotch juvenile lead. 
son, scouted by Metro some time 
back and put under intensive dra- 
matic and vocal coaching in the in- 


Miss Gray- 


, terim, is a youngster of 18 appar- 


| youthful 


thinking, returning from a _ year’s | 
snake-hunting expedition up the 


Amazon. He's a cinch pushover for 
girl's advances on the bodat—but pair 
fall in love, while girl flags Charles 


Coburn’s attempts to coldeck the 
victim at cards. 
After proposal and acceptance, 


Fonda discovers the gir] is an adven- 
turess and everything’s off when 
they reach New York. A few months 
later Miss Stanwyck contrives scheme 
to snag her man by being accepted 
by his family at a reception as of 
English nobility. Sidestepping Fonda 
on instant recognition, with the ex- 
cuse she was a discredited sister, 
Miss Stanwyck again campaigns for 
proposal, this time resulting in mar- 
riage. On wedding night train trip, 
she concocts tales of numerous love 
affairs, until the disillusioned Fonda 
jumps from train. Girl opposes pitch 
of Coburn to attempt big dough set- 
tlement, and when she _ discovers 
Fonda leaving for South America. 
Gets passage for happy reunion and 
general confession. 

Sturges provides numerous spar- 
kling situations in his direction and 


19, ‘41. Running time, 80 MINS, 
BEICHOG. BEROOY soo iviconesehences Allan Jones 
Toodles LaVerne............Susanna Foster 
a pd Bek oes Margaret Lindsay 
George Thomas............l.y¥nne Overman 
Maidie Duvalle.............. Grace Bradley 
| Dr. Joseph FE. Maddy.. Wi m Collier, Sr. 
Heimo PRICOG:s 45 54406 ch eK Swe es Heimo Haitto 
ee CRMOUE cd vi ee vaCe Kaye Connor 
William Chapman........ William Chapman 
os ge er een Dolly Toehr 
Patricia Travers. ,.06s:. Patricia Travers | 
Richard Bone}lli...4..... Richard Bonelli | * 
Richard Hagemun....... Ki.Gard Hageman | 
ET ea ees irra Petina | 
Tandy MacKenzie........ Tandy Mackenzie | 
Miss Wilson 656900066684 daw Fay Helm 
Pe RARE hei cecveeeedes taeeel Esther Dale 


keeps picture moving at a merry | 


pace. Miss Stanwyc!: is excellent in 
the comedienne portrayal. while 
Fonda carries his assignment in good 
f hi I Cob ll n a 


lasnion, 1S finished actor 


Henry | ‘ure 


| several extraneous sequences whose 


ently being groomed by the studio 
to compete with Universal’s Deanna 
Durbin. Miss Grayson displays a 
and trained voice in her 
song numbers, but, more important, 
carries her acting assignment with 
assurance and ability. Looks like 


George B. Seitz, who has piloted 
most of the Hardys, handles direc- 
tion here in a capable manner. Pic- 
is somewhat overlong, with 
elimination would tighten things con- 
siderably, but the extra footage is a 
minor factor generally in a Hardy 
picture, : Walt. — 


Hard-Boiled Canary 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


release of Andrew L. Stone 
production, directed by Stone. Features 
Allan Jones, Susanna Foster, Margaret 
Lindsay, Lynne Overman. Screenplay by 
Frederick Jackson, from story by Andrew 
L. Stone and Robert Lively, based on idea 
by Ann Ronell; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl; 
editor, James Smith; Asst. director, Holly 
Morse; musical supervisor, Phil Boutelje; 
operatic wrangle devised by Edwin Lester. 
Previewed in studio projection room Feb. 


Paramount 


Deems Taylor. Deems Taylor 


Addicts of the better type of music 
cla 1 range will give this 


I ‘ , P 
aha Lilt Siladi 


Andy’s streamlined jalopy roadstes | 


might | 
prove disconcerting to many youths | 


‘Faust.’ There are a few pop tunes 
briefly inserted in Miss Foster’s ime 
personation sequence. Musical rene 
ditions of the various solos and ene 
sembles by the youngsters are of 
high quality, but few of the numbers 
are staged for best audience effect. 
Walt, 


LUCKY DEVILS 


Universal release of Ben Pivar produce 
tion. Stars Richard Arlen and Andy Dee 
vine; features Dorothy Lovett, Janet Shaw 
Richard 


Tim Ryan, Arnold, Ralf Harolde, 
Terry. Directed by Lew Landers. Screene 
play, Alex Gottlieb, from original by Sam 
Robins; camera, Charles Van Enger; music, 
| H. J. Salter. Reviewed at Strand, Brooke 
lyn, Feb, 21, '41; dual. Running time, 
| 66 MINS, 
i. ee » 560 6e8es ‘ .Riehard Arley 
RY sc cdc oes 0000600466068 Andy prions | 
| NOT. .cccsccoscnccscoeses Dorothy Lovet 
PPOMOY . o.ccccwedecseednaes Janet Shaw 
BORATONA, oc ccccccessswesevrs Jack Arnold 
Grimsh Terrcrerc ree rere Gu Schilling 
PROT ccd. cd00eeensbeseeneees Ralf Harolde 
Perr rr errr Ter rr Cre Richard Terry 
BEOTIBON ccc ciontcvesevecssesace Tim Ryan 
Exposition Guard........ .James Morton 
BOGPOCArY .. . ccccssevesvtevos Gladys Blake 
COMMMIGIOL.... ccd eeeeeas William Forrest 
BENGE ooo ccceccebceseses Robert Winkler 
The escapades of Richard Arlen 


and Andy Devine are continued in 
‘Lucky Devils,’ in which the duo 
play the parts of newsreel reporters 
in what has become, by now, a 
standard manner for them. Lucky 
Devils’ is one of their lesser efforts 
in the Universal series. It’s a B 
filler. 

Major fault lies in the story, which 
follows the beaten track, and the 
little-varied dialog tossed off by Ar- 
len as the devil-may-care_ reeler 
seemingly forever in the midst of a 
scoop. Devine is his comedic side- 
kick. General production attributes 
are there, however, with Lew Lan- 
ders’ direction being as good as could 
be expected urider the circumstances. 

Dovetailed in the story is dual ro- 
mance that iavolves Arlen with Dor- 
othy Lovett and Devine with Janet 
Shaw, the heart interest of the first- 
| named pair being particularly linked 
to the yarn’s climactic situation, the 
| conflict with foreign saboteurs. 

Cast does well enough with the 
| trite situations, though it’s difficult 
| adult entertainment. Naka, 





Six Lessons From Madame 


La Zonga 
(WITH SONGS) 


Universal production and release. 
Lupe Velez, Leon Errol; features 
Parrish, Eddie Quillan, Charles Lane. 
William Frawley. Directed by John Rawle 
ings. Screenplay by Stanley C. Rubin, 
Marion Orth, Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman 
from story by Rhine and Chapman; songs, 
Charles Newman and James V. Monaco, 


Stars 
Helen 





Milton Rosen and Everett Carter; editor, 
| Edward Curtiss; music director, Charles 
Previn; camera, John W. Boyle. At Pale 


ace, N. Y., week Feb. 18, '41, dualed. Rune 
| ning time, 62 MINS, 
|} Madame La Zonga...cecesceces Lupe Velez 
1 BOROF AIVATOS, o0c4000cc 0000 Leon Errol 
ER 555s ca eeensce« Sewebaws Helen Parrish 
fT 55 ob is bie eho eepeedayeee Charles Lang 
OO Se ee eeeee William Frawley 
| Ms huis veatnee beeabheshaccen Eddie Quillan 
SG ccceeeens o60ercese ‘Big Roy’ Williams 
SS sna ceheeens eee eeelent Shemp Howard 
PMO sreGercdodesvakescns Frank Mitchell 


| This is a badly flung-together pic- 
ture which survives heavy story 
Continued on page 18) 
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Six Lessons From Madame 
La Zonga 


(Continued from page 16) 
difficulties only because of Lupe 
Velez’s performance and several in 
the supporting cast. 
of laughs, and as a comedy vehicle 
will serve to bolster a serious No. 1 
drama, such as done neatly here 
with ‘Kitty Foyle.’ Film is too brief 
and innocuous to stand up solo, and 
fits only as support in the secondary 
spot of a twinner. ‘Six Lessons from 
Madame La Zonga’ is another in the 
group from this studio which uses 
a popular tune as a tag and excuse 
for the ensuing results. 

Production never pretends to be 
anything more than a_ secondary | 
vehicle. As such it succeeds, par- | 
ticularly with the comedy. Plot is 
the time-worn fable of destitute 
Latin-Americans who finally put 
over a Havana nitery, La Zonga. 
Several sequences are reminiscent 
of the Keystone cops era, but good 
for laughs. A couple of near-blue 
episodes patently have been tem- 
pered by the Hays boys, with one 
double-meaning gag left in because 
it is cleverly hidden. Some of Miss 
Velez’s rhumba scenes have also 
been deftly clipped. 

Picture is all Lupe Velez. She is 
in great fettle as Madame La Zonga. 
Leon Errol, cast as a phoney South 
American, is adequate, while Helen 
Parrish, playing the romantic in- |} 
terest, indicates future possibility. | 
Charles Lang is a stilted hero, leader 
of the Oklahoma jazz band, trying to 
land a Cuban cafe date. Eddie 
Quillan, cast as his pel. grabs sev- 
eral of the top laughs in the film, 
although handed a subordinate role. 
‘Big Boy’ Williams, William Frawley 
and Shemp Howard head the sup- 
port. 

Music window-dressing also proves 
a real life-saver in several draggy 
spots, with ‘Six Lessons,’ by James 
V. Monaco and Charles Newman, and 
‘Mister Moon’ and ‘Jitterhumba,’ by 
Milton Rosen and Everett Carter, 
outstanding. John Rawlins’ direc- 
tion is as good as could be expected, 
considering the story, while camera- 
man John W. Boyle is up =. 

ear. 





IN OLD COLORADO 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production; associate producer, Joseph W. 
Engel. Stars William Boyd; features Rus- 
sell Hayden and Andy Clyde. Directed by 
Howard Bretherton Screenplay by Norton 
§. Parker and J. Benton Cheney, based on 


characters created by Clarence E. Mulford: 
camera, Russel] Harlan editor, Carroll 
Lewis; Asst. director, Derwin Abrahams. 


Previewed in studio projection room, Feb. 


18, ‘41. Running time, 67 MINS, 

Hopalong Cassidy...........- William Boyd 
DiGEY SOMMER. 660400%000008 Russell Hayden 
SEEN 25:0 64654 e 000009090064 Andy Clyde 
Myra Woods...............Margaret Hayes 
Joe Weiler.....ce.+-+.+5.----Morris Ankrum 
Ma Woods,..........+...--..5arah Padden 
BIOGOY TEMGIOR, 0.0.000.0600000008 Cliff Nagarro 
George Davidson..........Stanley Andrews 
0 ee en James Seay 
BRON COMO. ccecesscecata Morgan Wallace 
eS are rr Weldon Heyburn 
PIM Stark. cccocccccvcsesecoss Eddy Waller 


It packs plenty | 


| (Stanley Brown), who decides to 
| swing free of his brother's rep and 
| barges into a ring of legal claim 
jumpers, whic’. gets him over his 
head. Hearing of this, Elliott, guns 
stray ocd down, comes in to find out 
l whe s going ©... His arrival on the 
premises is the signal for the story 
to bog, because everybody elects tc 
play a sitdown game. Traditional or 
Hickok’s adventures is the showdown 
scene in which Elliott walks single- 
handed to meet Kenneth MacDonald, 
the ringleader, to decide who's the 
best on the draw. 

Print of this flick is a bit cloudy, 
and the lighting definitely catch-as- 
catch can. 

After Elliott, among the top casters 
are Stanley Brown, who is inclined 
to overact; Evelyn Young, the girl 
of the piece: Dub Taylor, who makes 
laughs by having trouble with his 
mounting caused by a breakaway 
saddle; Kenneth MacDonald, the 
suave villain: and Ben Taggart, whose 
past keeps him from being a con- | 
scientious judge. Art. 


Rollin’ Home to Texas 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Ed Finney produc- 
tlon. Stars Tex Ritter, features Cal Shruin, 
Slim Andrews, Eddie Dean and Virginia 
Carpenter. Directed by Al Herman. Orig- 
inal screenplay. Robert Fmmett: camera, 
Marcel LePicard: editor, Fred Bain. Re- 


viewed at Colonia!, Lincoln, Neb., dual. 
Running time, 60 MINS. 
ae ere ee Tex Ritter 
ls 3494446050008 ekeewe Cal Shrum 
Ns 44-0004. H060Se0n 629% : Slim Andrews 
PT  citeene atvess yaees ..Eddie Dean 
ER «eres Virginia Carpenter | 
RR ey ae ake 1. Stanford Jolley 
BA IGOG s 0:4.0:658. cv cccnsensess Harry Harvey | 


and 
Cal Shrum’s Rhythm Rangers | 


Plentiful tuned, ‘Rollin Home to 
Texas’ is one of the better Ritter | 
westerns. 

Ritter sings several times, and the 
Cal Shrum Rhythm Rangers have a 
portion besides. None of the music | 
is very good, but it’s passable for the | 
kind of traffic the film will attract. 

Rapidly coming to the front in 
these sagebrushers is Slim Andrews, 
the former tent rep performer, who | 
has transplanted all the musical | 
gadgetry he used under canvas to/| 
camera. In ‘Rolling Home,’ he turns | 
in fairly comical gab, a few laughs 
by his antics, and is the only stand- 
out on the music side with his tom- 
foolery. 

The story is about an organized 
gang operating at the expense of a 
prison honor system. The mob talks 
various cons off the reservation, gets 


up, then a member of the mob sneaks 
up behind for the plug, collecting the 
bank robbery rewards. Ritter, as an 
U. S. marshal, goes in to investigate, 
which sprouts into most of the action. 

Usual western weakness in selec- 
tion of girls for the leads got a tem- 
porary setback here, because Vir- 
ginia Carpenter (late of Lud Glus- 
kin’s orch) exhibits more than the 
normal personality for such castings. 
She doesn’t do much, but looks good, 
and is at ease under lens scrutiny. 
Ritter is at his par. 





There’s plenty of gunplay, hard 
riding and other familiar ingredients 
for the action audiences in this latest 
entry in the Hopalong Cassidy series. 
‘In Old Colorado’ will hit the groove 
neatly in houses where the Hop 
alongs have a following. 

Story of battle between two 
ranchers over cattle-watering priv- 
ileges is given slightly new twist 
from regular formula with injection 
of third parties—a bandit gang in the 
familiar mountain hideout that ex- 
pects to spark the feud and then 
step in and grab the lands of the 
contestants. Hopalong and his bud- 
dies arrive to thwart the scheme af- 
ter plenty of chases, pitched battles 
and usual western dramatics. 

Picture carries added value of un- 
usual photographic backgrounds that 
lift it considerably 
value. Direction by Howard 
Bretherton steers a straight line to 
his main objective, another display 
of Hopalong’s 
Hood of the west. 

William Boyd, Russell Hayden and 


in production | Mar! 


prowess as a Robin} 





Cal Shrum, a Denver radio station 
| product, plays mostly home-made 
| music, Pappy Hoak and Hal Blair 
doing several of the songs on paper, 
before they participated in their be- 
ing played On the screen. 

Those houses which have been 
| been getting by fairly well with Rit- 
| ter can expect to keep even, or do 


| 


| 


better on this one. Art. 
—— — 
| 

. 
| 
| Outlaws of Rio Grande 
| Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- 
mund Neufeld production Stars Tim Me- 
Coy. Directed by Peter Stewart. Original 
by George H. Plympton; camera, Jack 
Greenhalgh. Previewed in Projection 


Room, N. Y., Feb. 20, '41. Running time, 
53 MINS, 

Peer rerrereereernriin eoee Tim McCoy 
CoPecccecccescccces Virginia Carpenter 
King 
Peters 
Hackett 
i eSGhare Con eeee ...Rex Lease 
jePar : aa’ Phillips Turich 
Bre pierce eed Nake .-.-Ken 
Alv Pe ccccesesccescs Thornton Edwards 
RENE G 6nucsseauuscanetesben Joe Dominguez 





Strictly a horse-and-trigger merry- 


Andy Clyde are in their familiar go-round maintaining a pretty swift 
roles as the cowboy trio. Cliff | pace except for a few odd moments 

azarro ride sev rie ynere ne rses must presumably 
Nazarro provides several brief | where the horse t bh 


stretches of jumbled talk as the 
camp cook. Support includes Mar- 
garet Hayes, Morris Ankrum, Sarah 
Padden and Stanley Andrews. 

Walt. 


Wildcat of Tucson 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Bill Elliott; features Evelyn Young, Stan- 
ley Brown. Directed by Lambert Hillyer; 
original screenplay, Fred Myton: camera, 


George Meehan; editor, Charles Nelson. 
Reviewed Colonial, Lincoln Neb., dual. 
Running time: 589 MINS, 

DETER, 65.664N6554605 00005644805 Bill Elliott 
PIO. cic sce ene Gh 46 60.08% Evelyn Young 
BETO ine de ESeRSDO ROO + Os 066 - GOnen 
Cc MDA .60:4.0.0060060esc000e% Dub Taylor 
BELO ~ ckindaeeee 600+ Kenneth MacDonald 
Me “sskbagb Obes to 06 56506035 Ben Taggart 
PRON. 6.6.2 bedsts ood eeneaseees Edmund Cobb 
BEMPEUAN 465:0000064000000008 George Lioyd 
BOGAN 2cs000 TErrrrrrrr rie i Sammy Stein 


The lackadaisical honors among 
action heros in films, if such classi- 
fication is an honor, belong to Bill 
Elliott, who fronts for Col’s Wild 
Bill Hickok series. What fire there 
is in this film has to come from some- 
where else. Eliott knows he can 
beat ’em all to the draw, and plays 
his parts that way. And that isn’t 


b.o 


‘Here he has a brother, a hothead 


be given a rest. 
nicely. 
| Tim McCoy, as the heroic marshal, 
handles assignment convincingly de- 
spite embarrassing situations con- 
ceived by author. McCoy, built up 
by word of mouth as smart and fear- 
less sleuth, is tricked, captured and 
almost bumped off by gang before he 
is permitted to emerge as conquer- 
ing hero. 

Story concerns gang of counter- 
feiters who have kidnaped a highly- 
| skilled Mexican engraver whom they 
force to do their bidding. Engraver’s 
daughter, obliged to follow the 
| gang’s dictates blindly in order to 
| preserve father’s life, is used to trick 
McCoy. Mysterious voice from an 
| invisible Mexican gives advice that 
| saves marshal’s life. 
| Action is for the most part fast. 
| Plenty of gunplay and a couple of 
corking fist fights. Mori. 


SPEEDING UP ERROL 
Hollywoed, Feb. 25. 
Leon Errol’s next short at RKO is 
‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry,’ which is be- 
ing hurried to precede ‘Lord Ep- 
ping In Scotland.’ 
Lee Bonnell gets 
| role, 


Should fill the bill 








the romantic 


|ert Livingston, Bob Steele and Rufe 


| would have 


’em to walk into a bank for a stick- | 


| keep afloat whatever may have been 
|the idea of the producers. On 
|Gordon Beckles 


Dunean | 


LARIETY 
i t . Then it reverts to the 
PRAIRIE PIONEERS aie hemne-tile and desire of the 


Republic release of Louis Gray produc- | paroled wrongdoer to return to his 
tion Features Three Mesquiteers: (Robert | family. From this the plot gallops to 
Livingston, Bob Steele, Rufe Davis). Dt- | Mexico and the hideout of his former 


| public utilities scandal, mainly | 
through the double-cross of his 
partner. Marta Labarr, native Amer- 
ican best recalled for appearance in 
N. Y. legit a number of years ago, 1s 
superb as the conspiring mistress, 
even surmounting the capable per- 
formance of Nora Swinburne, as the 
'lack-lustre wife. Edmond Breon, as 
the retired admiral, is excellent in a 
supporting character. Ruth Maitland, 
Ian Fleming, Reginald Tate and 
Brian Worth are satisfactory in the 
support, but Thorley Walters, 
Patricia Roc and Ivan Brandt con- 
tribute slipshod work. Wear. 


Another in Republic's Three Mes- 
quiteer series, ‘Prairie Pioneers’ is a 
moderately entertaining B western 
destined to reap standard returns on 
the lower half of provincial duals. | 

The Mesquiteers, played by Rob- | 


Davis, this time are involved in 
clearing a young caballero from a 
framed murder rap and extricating 
his family from a crooked deal that 
them selling their 
ranchero under shady circumstances. 
Director Lester Orlebeck has 
paced the film well and the cast 
supporting the featured trio is of 
standard variety, including Esther 
Estrella, who, along with Livingston, 
are the vaguely suggested romance 
angle; Robert Kellard, Guy D’En- 
nery, Davison Clark and Ken Mac- 
Donald. Livingston, Steele and 
Davis handle their parts acceptably, 
with Davis, as usual, supplying the 
comedy. Naka. 


EAST OF PICCADILLY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Jan. 24. 


Pathe Pictures production and release. 


International Forum 
(SHORT SUBJECT) 


Columbia release of William Rowland 
production, directed by Rowland. Features 
Dorothy Thompson, Wythe Williams, Wi- 
liam L. Shirer, Linton Wells. Supervising 
editor, Burnet Hershey. Reviewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., Feb. 20, '41. Running 
time, 18 MINS. 





This is the first of a series of cellu- 
loidized short subject discussions of 
international events by name writers 
and commentators. It’s produced by 
Wentares Deby Commie. Bebectinn Show, sedan ygae +" for Columbia re- 
Niall McGinnis, Henry Edwards. Directed | ease. It is only mildly interesting, 
by Harold Huth. Screenplay, J. Lee | unimaginatively directed and holds 





| Thompson and Lesley Storm from story by | out no great hope of being very suc- 


Gordon Beckles; camera, Claude Friese- 


|cessful as an exciting contribution 





-_—— 


lian populations, but other business 
will be spotty. 

Action of the yarn is shifted from 
Japan to Italy, with the gentle hero- 
ine a young opera soprano. Her 
pianist-conductor, has an 


Years 





Fully 20 minutes is then 
of the 


Musically, the picture is agreeable 


‘ ’ . ec Scr ~~ >} 
| marry BT gy gm idea by Kari | business partner and mistress. Guns | lover, a 
Brown. based on characters created by | flare again but only momentarily, | offer from the U. S., so rather than 
William Colt MacDonaid; camera , Ernest and then the pace reverts back to the interfere with his career. she fails to 
Miller; editor Ray snot llcchction oom, more subdued mood of the British | tell him she is to have a baby. 
Feb 6 , Running time B® MINS. | financier, off on a new promotional later, when she is singing the lead in 
Stony Brook _.Robert Livingston | stunt. The flighty mood of the film/ the preem of ‘Butterfly,’ he returns, 
SEED EES. o> 005080898 — Lend — eleven is typified by the fadeout,/ with his American wife and daugh- 
_ a Seer er eonns ckther Estrella | Which finds the bitter wife now for- | ter, as the representative of the Met- 
Roberto Ort-ra..... cert kellard | giving but the financier’s future as|ropolitan Opera, to attend fhe per- 
Ii n “Mie 7 Hep ‘ G Db’ Ennery | well as that of his mistress and son | formance. 
Castes Bie: yBrevcsecs , Davison Clark hanging in midair. taken up with her singing 
erty seeee esses on dae evant |, Lawson, best known for his work | stage-real life tragedy. 
ae. a egies Lee Shumway | in ‘Long Voyage Home’ and Pastor | 
Mart} vee M MacLaren | Hall,’ is the epitome of the British | on the strength of the score, which 
oe aoe tte: ‘Yakima Canatt) financier, who becomes tangled in @ | js adapted from the works of a hand- 


ful of composer greats. And although 
the recording is technically imper- 
fect, Maria Cebotari sings well and 
looks attractive enough. Lucy Eng- 
lisch handles a comedy-emotional 
role expertly, and Luigi Almirante 
gets laughs as her swain. But the 
film could be cut considerably. 
Hobe, 


Novios Para Las 
Muchachas 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Feb. 19. 

EFA production and release. Features 
Tito Lusiardo, Amelia Bence, Felisa Mary, 
Pablo Palitos, Adrian Cunes, Nelida Bile 
bao, Paquita Vehil and Silvana Roth. It- 
rected by Antonio Momplet. Screenplay, 
Rene Garzon, adapted from stage play, ‘Las 
de Cain’ (‘Things of Cain’), by the Quin- 
terno Bros.; music, Jean Gilbert. Pre- 
sented at the Monumental, Buenos Aires, 

An amusing comedy, well handled 
*‘Novios Para Las Muchachas 
(‘Sweethearts for the Girls’) is an 
unpretentious job that because of its 
very lack of tricks has drawn ex- 
cellent notices and strong b.o. Likely 
to get a good play in most of Latin 
America because the story is not too 
localized and the humor not.so Ar- 
gentine as to be unintelligible for 
the rest of South America. 

Pic is an adaptation by Rene Gar- 
zon of the well-known stage play by 
| the Quinterno brothers, ‘Las Ge Cain’ 
(Things of Cain’). In making it 
over Garzon and Director Antonio 











eeeee Sree. London. Running | by the film industry to the current 
time, 7 MINS. | 

hong Me eee .Judy Campbell | enthusiasm of the layman for knowl- 
seanete ia car oescnses tp pa PE ear edge of world affairs. The idea 
Inspecior.........c...sss./Henry Edwards | Sounds considerably better than the 
Oscar Kuloff.....ssseeeeeees George Pughe een. for apparently unavoid- 
A nn t04050405 000044000 —05" Martita unt | adie reasons. 

ne ere tT Tere Te ee _ Rowland calls his series ‘Interna- 
Sadie Jones................,Edana Romney | tional Forum,’ modeling it after such 
BG cal dit hens ceeeedeh te wk Bunty Payne | established radio shows as the Uni- 
| a esabappepeier eatin diaet Charles Victor | versity of Chicago Round Table. 
Ginger Harris....... eeeeeee Frederick Piper | Fact is. it is subtitled ‘Round Table 


a | 


At odd and frequent intervals | % me Seren. 
throughout this sketchy thriller the | 
principals swallow enough liquor to | 


float a barge; yet it’s insufficient to | 


He has obtained four 
distinguished names to lead off with, 
Dorothy Thompson, Wythe Williams, 
William Shirer and Linton Wells, 
and hopes to repeat with equally 
well knowns. 

No. 1 difficulty in the short is that 
no one says anything very startling. 


. crime yarn has 

een hung some poor screenwriting; : mr 

few of the plavers. are able to gei All oft has been said and written 
anywhere with it an ate irec- | :. ° a. 5 eg: aig “tg 

| tion of Harold Huth aids little in| ‘5 the difficulty with timeliness in a 


| the unfolding. It’s a lower-grade B. | world where every 24 hours sees a 
Murder yarn 


€ is concerned with | 
ae Soho quarter, plus 8 | stepped saying anything that might 
\ 3 ~hose_strangler of wayward be dated by events by the time the 
femmes. Girl crime reporter PINS! hort is re : — 

the business on a visiting American } ° mes 
millionaire and fixes him a date with | 


released—which is one of 


the gallows. Audiences will likely one In the ewe nf of the Bal- 
have spotted the guilty killer long ool ig seeeren y anticipated 
before the actual denouement, but | ©Y&™!S: ut that's not a tactic that 


always can be depended upon. It 
must be remembered that in radio 
forums happenings up to a minute 
before air time can be. discussed, 
while in the films the subject may 
be two, three or more weeks old. 
Aside from troubles with subject- 
matter, Rowland appears to have had 
pulling all kinds of tricks to make it | @ifficulty in deciding what to do with 
stick. George Pughe is satisfactory his people. He obviously doesn’t just 
as the American, Kuloff, with Henry | W@%t to group them around a table 
Edwards, from old-line legit, doing and let them chatter away, so he has 
as well as can be expected by the them get up, walk awkwardly across 
Scotland Yarder. In an opening bit | the room, sit on the arms of chairs 
as the strangled floozie, Edna Rom- | 224 sometimes just stand. Audience 
ney turns in some catchy acting. becomes conscious of this effort to 
get away from straight camera shots, 
and the motions become a liability to 
the film instead of an asset. 
Good but not sufficient use is made 


can get some laughs out of antics of 
George Hayes, aS a_ screwball 
Shakespearean ham. Piece fortu- 
nately has a deal of hokum to help 
| fill in. Attempts at light banter are 
painful. 

Judy Campbell struggles gamely, | 
but futilely, with the newsgirl role, 





It Happened to One Man 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


RKO release of Victor Hanbury pro- | - 
duction. Stars Wilfrid Lawson, Nora about which the commentators are 
Sw nburne; features Marta LeSHarr, Ivan speaking. Skillful editing of more 


Brandt. Directed by Paul L. Stein. Adapt- 


ed from play by John Hastings Turner hat t . 

and Roland Pertwee; screenplay. Pau} | 2¢COmplish what toddling across the 
Merz Nina Jarcis. At Little Carnegie floor does not. 

Play ise N. ¥.. week Feb. 22, '41, Run- | Film starts with a commentator 
a ti, © reat Sindaaiia introducing the people and finales 
Alice DIIDEETIIIT Nora Swinburne | With each participant in a closeup 
pete Spatial a ei ..Marta Labarr | Ziving a short prophecy of things to 
Le m ER OREO out Brandt | come. Williams more or less acts as 
oe ay ahd ede i“ — * | interlocutor for the other three 
iaant Gestion Edmond Breon | throughout the reel Herb. 
Betty Quair........ccee. I ( Roe | > Soa 

Lord Ke PL a eee I e Stewart | 

Ronnie aan .....Thorley Walters | ° 

La ly Rapscombe........ ..-Ruth Maitland I] Sogno di Butterfly 

Bit FCRMCI TARY céanccessccese Ian Fleming 


is (‘The Dream of Butterfly’) 
| This is a good B production for (ITALIAN-MADE) 
| England but extremely limited for (With Songs) 
| U. S. houses despite several excellent | Esperia release of Grand! Film Storict 
| bits of acting, including Wilfrid Law- | tay tion. — we ag Gallone; 
at : | With score from compositions by Puccini, 
bed top performance. Apart from | Chopin, Donizetti, Grieg, Liszt, Schubert, 
un nown cast values, the story con-|! Straus: musical adaptation and direction, 
tent is not calculated to arouse much | Luigi Ricci; Englieh titles by Armando 
| interest in this country. Picture’s 


| Macaluso. At Cine Roma, N. ¥., Feb, 12 
. ; d bs v : 
| length is another deterrent. Produc-| 4! (¢U*)- Running time, 86 MINS. 


| tion ig best suited for arty sure- alg are vee ceccecvevcces ae See 
| Seaters, such as this house, where it | Mary Peterson Ge pout Sasterh 


hvs060eseees Germania Paolieri 


should enjoy fair trade. = ~~ | Anna Ranieri..............5. Lucy Englisch 


| Anna Ranie 
an aptitude for melodrama but in ‘It Se. Ee iat Gioacchino 
Happened to One Man’ the scripters . aa 

cal’ denier never quite uae up| {In Italian; with English Titles) 
their minds whether to pound home Italians or emotional addicts of the 
the domestic-family life angle or the | atties will probably shed a few satis- 
| sheer adventure. Thus, in the earlier | fying tears over this tender operetta 
| passages, the even tenor of the| version of the ‘Madame Butterfly’ 
British business man’s life is sud-| story. It’s overlong, but generally 
denly blasted by highly melo-|a@ moving and dignified edition of the 
dramatic developments, with the | sweetly fragic tale. It will clean up 
financier shuttled off to a five-year | 








new crisis and a major change. The | 
quartet of discussers has neatly side- | 


the reasons why there’s so little real | 


of maps and newsreel shots of events | 


such extranities into the talk might | 


Ordinarily British producers have PEPCERPUO THelll...ccccceecces Luigi Almirante | 


in communities having sizable Ital-| 


Momplet have added new episodes 
to add variety and step up the move- 
'ment. Episodes have been well 
drawn and the whole thing holds to- 
| gether. Plenty of comedy both in 
situation and dialog and chief fault 
|is a climax that’s overlengthy. Prac- 
| tice locally of not having sneak pre- 
| views prevents cutting after opener, 
|Plot gyrates around marriage dif- 
| ficulties of a widow with four daugh- 
|ters. Only one with a steady boy- 
| friend is the eldest, but there’s no 
|hurry to get her hitched as she’s 
the only support of the household. 

When she refuses to marry until 
| her sisters are out of the way, the 
hero sets off on a high-pressure hus- 
band-hunting campaign. He does the 
trick by getting an evasive suitor 
into a compromising situation, con- 
| vinces a neurotic that he needs a 
wife to care for him and rescues a 
third husband from a tangle with the 
police. 

Momplet directed with assurance. 
Tito Lusiardo steals the pic and 
among the women, Silvana Roth, 
cute eyeful, is outstanding although 
her part is not the most important. 
Other featured players who do ef- 
ficient jobs are Raimundo Pastore, 
Adrian Cueno and Falisa Mary. One 
fact not stressed is that the musical 


background is by famed European 
composer Jean Gilbert, author of 
‘Die Keusche Susanne’ (‘Chaste 
Susan’), whose, operettas were as 


| successful as those of Franz Lehar, 

Leo Fall, ete., in pre-war Europe. 

Photography and sound are good. 
Ray. 





NAPOLEON 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Feb. 19. 


Argentina Sono Film production and, re- 





lease. Stars Pepe Arias; features Elena 
Lucena, Alita Roman Rest of cast: 
| Miguel Gomez Bao, Victoria Cuenca, Fran- 
cisco Amor, Rafael Frontaura, Vicente 
Forastieri, Olimpio Bovio, Haydee Lar- 
roca, Esther Vani, Iris Portillo, Luisa de G. 
Leon, Margarita Corbani and Edna Nore 
rell; story, Antonio Botta and Antonio 
Momplet; directed by Luis Cesar Amadori; 


presented at the Monumental theatre, 
Buenos Aires, 

exntapaias 

| 

| ‘Napoleon, a first-rate comedy 


that opened simultaneously here and 
|in Havana, is likely to be a big 
money-maker throughout Latin 
America. It will also have a strong 
appeal for Spanish-speaking audi- 
ences in the States. 

Pattern of story and background 
of cabaret and theatrical boarding 
house life, while not very origina 
for U. S. films, are new and novel 
here. It’s handled interestingly. 
Local critics, while occasionally 
sniping at some of the dramatic 
scenes, were unanimous in handing 
out bouquets, especially to Pepe 
Arias, one of the leading Argentine 
stage comics, and Director Luis 
Cesar Amadori. 

Story is about a head waiter in a 
cabaret who, by his methodical sav- 
| ings, manages to buy the boarding 
| house where he’s lived for 20 years. 
| Taxi-dancers from the nitery live in 
|the spot. Personality of each is 
| built up in a kind of ‘stage door’ 
| manner; one wants to own a dress 
|shop, another to go back to Buda- 
| pest, third with literary aspirations, 
'and others who fear boyfriends will 
discover real identity, etc. During 

(Continued on page 20) 
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EXCLUSIVE! art meNKEN 


PARAMOUNT NEWSREEL SCOOPED THE WORLD WITH THESE EXCLUSIVE NEWS 


IS FLYING TO SINGAPORE...THE 


RELEASES...FIRST ACTUAL GREEK WAR FILMS...EXCLUSIVE'. |. FIRST 


HOTTEST SPOT ON EARTH...TO COVER 


ACTUAL PICTURES BRITISH INSIDE LIBYA...EXCLUSIVE!...FIRST TIME 


THE WAR FRONT FOR PARAMOUNT... 


' SHOWN! 
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PORTO RICO SEA, LAND AND AIR ACTIVITIES. ..EXCLUSIVE! 


THE EXCLUSIVE NEWSREEL!...YOUR 


o CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT SPOTTERS AID NATIONAL DEFENSE...EXCLUSIVE!... 


PUBLIC WANTS THE LATEST WAR 


_  . THE WINDSORS IN BAHAMAS. ..EXCLUSIVE!...UNITED STATES ON WATCH 


NEWS...AND THEY SEE IT FIRST 


AGAINST SUBVERSIVE PROPAGANDA...EXCLUSIVE!...SANTO DOMINGO 


IN PARAMOUNT... THE EXCLUSIVE 


PRESENTS POSSIBLE WAR REFUGEE SOLUTION AT SOSUA...EXCLUSIVE!... 


NEWSREEL!... MAKING HISTORY 


SMILING IT OVER...FIRST YEAR-END REVIEW IN CARTOON STYLE. ..EXCLUSIVE! 
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H’wood Labor Showdown 


L. Continued from page 1) s=—_—__]_neneeeee 








various studio locals for several 
weeks, but it all adds up to mere 
conversation. Executives admit that 
no contracts will be inked until 
Browne and the International come 
out in the open and state their po- 
sition. 


Producers take the position that 
current agreemenis were 
with the International, and that any 
changes or revisions would have to 
carry an okay from the Chicago 
bosses. So far, Browne has even 
failed to answer any inquiries from 
the locals as to whether they will be 
permitted to negotiate new condi- 
tions. Several locals have asked the 
International to take over their ne- 
gotiations, 
are determined to go it alone for 
fear of losing local autonomy if the 
International steps in. In the mean- 
time, Pat Casey, Producer labor con- 
tact, is listening to the local leaders, 
but keeping an eye turned toward 
the east to see what moves Browne 
and his IATSE group plan, 

To Rally Other Locals 

Harold V. Smith, business repre- 
sentative of Sound Technicians Loca] 
695, tried to rally the other locals in 
order to make a concerted drive, but 
this move failed when the Producers 
insisted on separate negotiations 
with the individual unions. Herbert 
Aller. business representative of In- 


nego.lated 


ternational Photographers Local 695, | 





and other union heads pulle 
the joint committee conference and 


announced they -would wait word | 


from the International before pro- 
ceeding. 

With all deals stymied, the general 
membership has become 
Jurisdictional fights are numerous, 
and several studio walkouts have 
been narrowly averted. It is gener- 
ally understood that Browne and his 
International leaders will huddle in 
Chicago this week to determine what 
action will be taken with reference 
to the 11 Coast locals. It was re- 
ported that Casey planned to confer 
with Browne after the conference, at 
which time it will be determined 
whether the International will take 


over the negotiations and set the | 


deals, or insist upon the locals handl- 
ing their own affairs. If the latter 
course is pursued, 
@ general tieup unless Browne gives 
the nod for the producers to 
ahead and set the deals, 


$150 Minimum and No 
Spec Writing, SWG Idea 


Minimum weekly salary of $150 
and complete abolishment of specu- 
lative writing will be proposed to 
the producers following the open 
board meeting Monday night (24) of 
the Screen Writers Guild. Also con- 
sidered was an interview 
non-contractees called in for expo- 
sition of their ideas on story prop- 
eriies, 


| 

~ . - ° . | 

he Screen Writers Guild is broad- | 
casting a questionnaire to all film | 


writers in an effort to learn whether 
the scriveners favor a minimum 
Balary, abolition of all flat deals 
under $5,000, 


questionnaire asks: 
‘What is your present 
Are you in favor of a 


of time? If so, 
minimum be? How long 
to be eligible for the 

Are you @n favor of a 
minimum guarantee 
for writers earning under 
week? 


‘Are you in favor of eliminating 
What 
has been your experience with in- 
terviews for jobs since Oct. 10, 1940? 
Have you been asked to supply ideas | 
writing before being 
Have you 
complied with such requests in the | 
Did you get | 


all flat deals under $5,000? 


Orally or in 
hired? At what studios? 
hope of getting a job? 
the job, etc?’ 


Screen Actors Guild is expected to 
ask producers to substitute a $10 
stub for extras in classifica- | 


daily 
tions now ticketed at $11 and $8.25. 
Another proposed revision would | 
abolish $5.50 calls where less than 


50 supes are called and no ward- 
robe specified. Conference between 
the SAG and the producers got un- 


der way today. 


Huddles also were scheduled to get | of the Ear] Carroll's 
under way beteveen the agents and | entertained and entertained them- 
American | Selves at a party in the clubrooms. 
Guild of Variety Artists on proposed The affair drew the season's largest | 


representatives of the 


code revisions. The AGVA mem- 


bership is demanding a substantial | 


increase in all wage ee, in- 
cluding club dates. Kenneth Howard, 


eae ea oe 


while others apparently | 


| Hilberman secretary, and Tom Arm- 





|nicians Local 683 for improved wages 


restless. | 


| been elected chairman of the Pub- 


ceeds 


it may result in | 


O | lotte, 


fee for | 


and a minimum em- 
ployment guarantee for writers re- 
ceiving less than $500 per week. The 


salary? 
minimum 
salary for writers who have worked 
in the industry for a given length 
what should the 
should a 
writer have worked in the industry 
minimum? 
two-week 
of employment 
$500 per 





PRINTS OF ‘LEGONG’ 
‘KLIOU’ ATTACHED 


Daniel FE. Finn, . Sheriff of New 
York, has at heboereel we ints of ‘Legong’ 
and ‘Kliou’ in possession of Lloyds 
Film Storage Corp., in connection 
with a suit against Lloyds, DuWorld 
Pictures, Inc., World Film Corp., 
Martin Mermelsten, Irwin S. Shapiro 
and Archie Mayers by J. S. Rex Cole. 








AGVA executive secretary, is rep- 
resenting the actors. 


Boothmen Want More Coin 

Demands for vacations and sub- 
stantial wage increases for projec- 
tionists in Fox-West Coast theatres in 
San Diego, Long Beach, Santa Ana, 
Riverside, Hemet, Palm Springs, 

Ventura and San Bernardino have | Picture Corp., std. 
been submitted to Charles P. Skouras. It is claimed that the defendants 
R. Stutz is acting as spokesman for , were given 22 prints of ‘Legong’ and 
the various locals affiliated with | three of ‘Kliou,’ but that the distribu- 
tion contract has run out and the de- 


District Council No. 2. 7 
hi. 03 : . fendants have refused to turn over 
Studio scenic artists have voted to vias , , 
; r : ; : the prints. All individual defendants 


ane ig ee ee are officers of the defendant corpora- 
increase. The new deal raises the , U0MS- 
pay of scenic artists from $2.25 to | 
$2.75 per hour. The contract is ef- | 
fective as of Jan. 1, 1941, with 25c 
per hour of the boost retroact de to | 
Jan. 1, 1940. The artists are asking 
that the retroactive pay apply to} 





The Minnesota, 
Mpls. Jinx, In 
Sudden Fold 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 


overtime as well as regular hours | 
worked during that period. Assistant 





scenic artists will receive $1.85 per 
hour, and pot boys $1.55 per hour. | 
Foremen will be paid $175 per week. | 

Art Babbitt has been elected presi- | 
dent of the Walt Disney unit of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild. Phyllis | 
Lambertson is vice-chairman, David | 








strong treasurer. A tentative con- 

tract is now being drafted for sub- 

mission to studio executives. 
Demands of Motion Picture Tech- 


operate the 4.000-seat Minnesota here 
with a vaudfilm policy ended ab- 
ruptly when the Middle States Corp., 
| which also runs the Riverside in 
|and conditions have been presented ; Milwaukee, closed the house without 
to Pat Casey. The demands would | giving the customary two weeks’ 
fix a scale of weekly minimums | notice. It turned the theatre back to 
ranging from $66.55 to $119.70, and the trustees in bankruptcy. 
hourly minimums of $1.15 to $1.50. The $2,000,000 house has been using 
John Joseph advertising and_/§ independent films with stage shows. 
publicity director for Universal, has | Major screen product is unavailable. 
Only last week Middle _ States 
contemplated a court fight over in- 
ability to obtain major product but 
whose term expired. Robert Tap- | now there is no mention of. this. 
] director for War- | Arbitration under the consent decree 


linger, publicity 
ners, was selected vice-chairman. is more likely. 


licity Directors Committee. He suc- 
Harry Brand, of 20th-Fox, 


—_—__——— Paramount gave up the theatre 
|several years ago when the lease 
terminated. Owners themselves tried 


NEW CHARLOT TE, N. C., unsuccessfully to operate it over a 
VARIETY DEBUTS 10TH 26-week period with vaudfilm and 
then threw it into bankruptcy. 


The operation just concluded lasted 


; R only seven weeks during which time 
With financing already arranged, 4° oectimated $14.000. loss was 


the newest Variety club, * _Char- sustained despite the fact that Middle 
N. C., will open March 10) states had theatre rent and taxes 
when a charter-night banquet will free. 

be held at quarters which will be 


Third attempt in recent years to | sade" 
| sufficiently 





| Post Decree Suit | 





maintained in the Hotel ina 
Postmaster-General Frank 

Walker has been invited to Sia 

while John H. Harris of Pittsburgh 








————-_. Continued from page (ae 





will.be on hand to present the char- 
ter and act as m.c. Bob O'Donnell forcing of shorts and newsreels, arbi- 
of the Dallas club will also be trary designation of playdates, ‘arbi- 
present, trary, unconscionable and discrimina- 
Heck Everett. North Carolina ex- tory film rentals,’ score charges, etc. 
hibitor, has been chosen as chief On. Frias own score, plaintiff states 
barker of the Charlotte tent that its personal grievance is against 
: he Warner Bros. Circuit Manage- 
eee |} ment Corp. which imposed unreason- 
Detroit Variety Adds 12 | able clearance on runs, protection 
Detroit. Feb. 25. | and zoning against it, and made it 
Evidence of the extensive branch- | impossible for the plaintiff and other 
ing out of the Detroit Variety Club | independents in the area to operate 
was given here in the induction of |in successful opposition to Warner 
12 new members, representing many | Bros. houses, or to obtain first run 
phases, near and remote, of show | or preferred runs for their theatres. 
business. The new members in-| It is charged that the Mayfair was 
clude: Philip Brestoff, musical direc- | Placed in an inferior position, and 
tor at the Michigan theatre: John R,. | forced to pay far in excess of what 
McPherson, manager, Nationa] affiliated theatres paid for product, 
Screen Service: Paul D. Bromberg. | 42d was also forced to pay score 
|accountant of Wisper & Wetsman Charges to all defendants except Co- 
Circuit: James E. ‘West. theatrica] |!umbia, United Artists and Universal, 
photographer; Clark C. Coult'er, of | Which the producer-exhibitors false- 
Coultier Premiums; Clifford Giesse- | ly claimed were to go as royalties to 


man, Altec Service Co Robert P RCA, Electric Research Products, 
Corbin, United Detroit Theatres sun- |1n¢.. and Western Electric, plaintiff 
ervisor; Edward Bellew, UA ex-. S@YS: 

ploiteer; Robert Bernstein, Metro As a result plaintiff has lost profits, 
salesman: Jack Broder circuit been unable to secure proper pic- 


tures, has overpaid for product, and 
lost patronage all to the tune of 
$300,000. Under the Sherman law, 
triple damages are allowed, so $900,- 
000 is asked. 


owner: Carl &.. Kruever, Jam Handy 
Picture Service and Lester Gruber, 
nitery operator. 


Mpls. Club’s Work Defendants include Warner Bros 

Minneapolis, Feb. 25. | Pictures, Vitagraph, Inc., Warner 

The Twin City Variety Club is Bros. Circuit Management Corp., 
. : P : a 2aramc ,’ 

equipping the 12 children’s wards in Paramount, Loew’s, Metro, RKO, 


the Minneapolis General hospital RKO Radio Pictures, 20th Century- 


with radio sets. A ‘Gold Rush Days | 0%: National Theatres Corp., Co- 
of 49’ show is scheduled for March lumbia, Universal, United Artists 
15 to raise money for this purpose | no = the MPPDA. ‘ 
/and for the Milk Fund, the club’s | ceniggpignatageg of the Dept. of Justice 
principal charity project. Chief who are to give battle to Columbia, 
Barker Ben Blotcky, Eddie Ruben UA and Universal refused comment 
and Bill Elson are in charge of ar- |?” the action declaring they wished 
eunmemaede ini to study it before making any state- 
% is ment. 
Bert Wheeler and other members | 
‘Vanities’ were 





THE STORY UNFOLDS 
Holiywood, Feb. 25. 
Ronald Colman and Anna Lee co 
' star in ‘My Life With Carcline’ which 
rolled yesterday (Mon.) at RKO. 
Lewis Milestone is directing the 
| William Hawks production. 


crowd. 

The annual grand ball, the 
social event of the y 
|for May 15. 


main 
ar, is scheduled 


Cole is the assignee of the Bennett | 




















Wants Probe of Pix Biz : 


—_——— (‘ontinued from page 5 = 








an open mind, but he still main- 
tained the industry needs the wood- 
shed treatment. He said he does not 
consider the pact which ended the 
Justice Department attack ‘neces- 
sarily reforms anything Further- 
more, he has seen ‘no evidence of 


lany change in methods.” When re- 





|} last session, nor 


minded the five-picture-bundle dis- 


tribution method does 
effect until the next season, he re- 
torted that the majors knew months 
before that surrender was inevitable 
and, if they were acting in good 
faith, easily could have started the 
innovation when negotiating rental 
contracts for the current season. 
The Oklahoman—who significantly 
never has made any similar move 
against the oil industry, one of the 
chief targets of New Deal reform- | 
ers and trust-busters—remarked he 
was not for the Neely anti-block- 
booking bill, not because he felt | 
everything is hunky-dory, but be- 
cause it ‘was not a complete solu- 
tion.’ He said neither the divorce- 
ment measure, which never got out 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
the blockbooking 


not go into 


| proposal buried in his own House 


Interstate Commerce Committee was 
‘comprehensive.’ 


‘The Motion Picture Producers & 


| Distributors of America, Inc., ought 
| to be put on* the witness stand 
whenever a Congressional grand 


jury gets around to finding out the 
industry’s sins,’ Boren believes. He 


| remarked critically that strong po- 


litical pressure has been exerted 
on legislators to sidetrack badly- 
needed reforms, adding that through 
the Hays organization the industry 
has been ‘holding itself up as pure.’ 
‘With the cooperation of 
groups’ (he was unwilling to name 
them), the M.P.P.D.A. has been able 
to weaken existing statutes, bring 
about introduction of bills that were 
nothing but smoke-screens, and 
thwart moves to remedy conditions 
which have drawn criticism or are 
contrary to public welfare, he 
charged. 


The Boren resolution is one of the 


broadest measures of its kind ever 
laid before Congress. While not as 
euphonious as the perennial old 
Sirovich investigation proposal, it 
would set the bloodhounds to trail- 
ing persons in every branch of the 
industry. Scope of the inquisition 
would be ‘practices and methods of 
doing business which prevail in 
connection with the production, sale, 
leasing, distribution, and exhibition 
of motion picture films and the use 
of the motion picture as a medium 
for influencing the economic, politi- 
cal, and social patterns of American 
life.’ 
Propaganda? 

Besides 
try’s lobbying on its own 
Boren explained the latter phrase 
would involve checking possible 
propaganda activities on the part 
of producers. He recalled the re- 


; having in mind the indus 
behalf, 


cent yelp of Senator Burton K 
Wheeler, spearhead of the drive 
against the. President’s lend-lease 
bill, remarking that somebody 


should find out if any inflammatory 
pictures have been turned out of 
Hollywood. While unwilling to 
make any accusation, Boren noted 
that during the World War films 
were among the most patent means 


of stirring up American sentiment | 


against Germany. 

Besides the matter of distribution 
and the propaganda angle. 
thinks there are a number of other 
angles that need surveying Out- 
standing among these are possible 
divorcement of exhibition from pro- 
duction and ‘labor practices.’ While 
he emphasized his roind is not made 
up, the Oklahoman indicated he 
feels integration of the two branches 
is definitely undesirable and Con- 
gress should take cognizance of em- 
ployment conditions in the studios, 
especially as regards extras. If es- 
tablished practices ‘are not evil.’ he 
is entirely ‘ready to forget it,’ 

‘Certain element have long been 
seeking an impartial review of many 
conditions in the film business, and 
others have been trying to remove 
some _ injustice,” Boren justified. 


' ‘They are entitled to a thorough ex- 


amination of the things they have 


| been complaining about.’ 


| his resolution was referred, 


The Rules Committee, to which 
is defi- 
nitely anti-New Deal, though top- 
heavy with Democrats. Chairman 
Adolph Sabath, a Chicago Democrat. 
has been heaving bricks for years at 
the major companies, taking a majo 
part in the 1932 effort of the late 


| Representative William I. Sirovich to 


deluded | 


Boren | 








;send a Congressional pack on the 
i; prowl to Hollywood and _ h; aving 
| blasted producer-owned chains jn 
connection with his own inquiry into 
real estate reorganizations and 
bankruptcies, 


DIVA’S $100,000 SUIT 
AGAINST COLUMBIA 


Application will be made Friday 
(28) to the N. Y. supreme court to 
examine officers and directors of 
Columbia Pictures Corp. before trial 
in connection with a $100,000 action 
against it by Minnie Saltzman- 
s, former Wagnerian soprano 
‘of the Met. 

The 62-year-old ex-diva claims 
that Columbia used a photograph of 
her as ‘Kundry’ in ‘Parsifal’ in ‘T’]] 
| Take Romance’ without permission, 
The film company has entered a 
| general denial. 

















Consolidated Expects 
$1.50 Per Pfd. Earnings 


Although the financial statement 
| covering 1940 will not be ready be- 
'fore about March 3, Consolidated 
Film is expected to show approxi- 
mately $1.50 per preferred share 
which is slightly below the $1.57 a 
share in 1939. The company already 
has declared 25c per share on this 
preferred in the present year. 

Company’s film printing and de- 
veloping biz is holding up compara- 
tively well while earnings of 
Republic Pictures, its principal sub- 
sidiary, are presently reported run- 
ning strong. Republic never obtained 
more than 20% of its world revenue 
from the foreign market and hence 
s not so drastically affected by the 
foreign situation caused by the war. 


Atlas’ 5c ¢ on 1 Common 


Atlas Corp. (Floyd B. Odlum) di- 
rectors yesterday (Tuesday) declared 
25c dividend on common stock. It 
is payable March 25 to stock on rec- 
ord March 7. This is company’s first 
divvy this year, 50c being paid in 
1940 

Atlas recently purchased some 
9,000 shares of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
preferred held by Mike Meehan, on 
which regular and substantial divi- 
dends have been paid in recent 
years. 

Net income of $2,521,022 for 1940 
also reported by Atlas yesterday. 
Odlum said the management was op- 
timistic over the long-term outlook 
for its holdings in RKO, and that 
14% of its investment portfolio of 
common shares was represented by 
amusements. 


RKO’s Men From Mars 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

‘Parachute Battalion’ goes _ into 
work March 1 at RKO, under pro- 
duction guidance of Howard Bene- 
dict. 

Les Goodwins, director, has been 
toiling with a technical crew at Ft. 
Bennings. Ga., for the last week, 
shooting key scenes and backgrounds. 


Rita Under the Shawl 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 
Rita Hayworth gets the role of the 
Spanish charmer, Dina Sol, in the 
Tyrone Power starrer, ‘Blood and 
Sand,’ at 20th-Fox. 
Nita Naldi played it in the old 
Rudolph Valentino version. 


- NAPOLEON 


(Continued from page 18) 


all this ‘Napoleon,’ who keeps up & 
steady flow of bright talk, dispenses 
advice, comment and suggestions. 
Unusual feature is that despite the 
nitery background no attempt is 
made to delay the action by dance or 
| song sequences. Lots of sentiment, 
of course, but it’s cleanly done. Arias 
dominates the show and is particu- 
larly good in the comic sectors, 
where his personality shows. He's 
a middle-aged comic who, with his 
brother, has long had a No. 1 comedy 
stock company in B.A. Alita Roman 
is tender and delicate as sick gal, 
turning in a professional job, and 
Elena Lucena seemingly improves as 
she goes along. Others worth a 
mention are Victoria Cuenca, Marga- 
rita Corvani, Miguel Gomez Bao and 
Francisca Amor. Photography go0oa, 
but sound a bit overblatant at preem 
here Ray. 
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Fox-W.C. to Spend $1,500,000 


e ome CONntinued from page 6=———"' 
On New Theatres and Repairs <9" #0 = —_ 





Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Heaviest building campaign in 
history of Fox-West Coast Theatres 
{s about to get under way with 
eight new theatres projected for 
California, to be erected at a cost 
exceeding $1,000,000, and another 
$500,000 to be expended on remodel- 


jing and rehabilitation of existing | 


houses. 

Four of the new houses will be 
fn Los Angeles, with plans already 
being drafted for the first at Cren- 
shaw and Santa Barbara _ boule- 
vards, to be erected in conjunction 
with Dave Bershon. Structure with 
equipment will cost approximately 
$150,000. Similar amounts are to be 
laid out on the three other theatres 
contemplated for the local area. 
Sites for these remaining houses 
will-be decided upon within the next 
few weeks. 

Circuit will erect a $150.000 house 
at Richmond and one costing a like 
amount at Vallejo, both in North 
Central California, adjacent to San 
Francisco. Preliminary work for 
both houses is already started. 

Plans are already drafted and 
work starts within the next few 
weeks on a $100,000 theatre which 
F-WC will erect in San Luis Obispo, 
in conjunction with Lou Rosenberg, 
and plans are already under way 
for a new theatre in North Long 
Beach, to set circuit back another 
$150,000. 

Around $200,000 will be expended 
at once in a complete remodeling 
and refurbishing of the Hippodrome, 
Sacramento, and = an 
$50,000 will be expended on altera- 
tions and improvements to circuit’s 
Senator in the state capital. 

Most of the new theatres are ad- 
jacent to new defense projects or 
military training camps, particularly 
the three in the northern part of the 
state, Richmond, Vallejo and San 
Luis Obispo. 

New theatres and remodeling and 
refurbishing of existent houses will 


entail expenditure in excess of 
$1,500,000 in round figures, with 
most of the work expected to be 


completed by late summer or early 
fall. 


WB Won't Build in Youngstown 
Youngstown, O., Feb. 25. 

Plans for erecting a $100,000 
neighborhood theatre on the North 
Side of Youngstown have been aban- 
doned by Warner Bros., announced 
Frank B. Savage, manager of the 
Warner theatre. He said the decision 
was reached by Warner Officials be- 
cause of efforts to have City Council 
pass legislation requiring large pub- 
lic parking lots adjacent to such 
projects in the future. Tenants in 
two large apartment buildings which 
promoters planned to 
make way for the theatre have been 
notified that they may remain. The 
buildings are owned by D. M. Rob- 
bins, of WB. 

Nat Wolf, of Cleveland, djyision 
manager of WB Ohio zone, an- 
nounced recently that a 1,000-seat 
house would be built on the site, 
adjoining the North Side post office 
in Elm street. 


Rochester’s Nabe 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 25. 
Emil Muller has obtained a waiver 
of zoning laws covering part of a lot 
in the town of Brighton to permit 


building of a 1,000-seat nabe in fast- 


growing suburban area. This is 


first theatre-building project launched 


here in more than 10 years, in fact 
since building of two major down- 
town houses put the Eastman theatre 
out of business in the screen field. 
RKO Palace is going ahead with 
plans to remodel. House has been 
practically unchanged since, built 
dozen years ago. 
Houston’s 2d Drive-In 
Austin, Texas., Feb. 25. 
Local business men are planning 
a $27.500 drive-in theatre in a suburb 
of Houston. New outdoorer will ac- 
commodate nearly 1,000 cars. City 
has one other drive-in operated by 
the Underwood-Ezell interests. 


Modernistic 700-Seater 
Lynchburg, Feb. 25. 
Modernistic 700-seater to be buil: 
on outskirts of Roanoke, Va., by Da: 
Weinberg, president of Bedforc 
Theatres, Inc. House will be ready 
late August or September, 





additional | 


ty ' 
demolish to 


+ 
a 


More Army Theatres 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

With a new 1,200-seater ready to 
go into operation, Fort Custer, Mich., 
is going in for plenty more theatre 
building. The new house marks 
three in the camp but far from the 
end. Bids were opened last week 
for the enlargement of the smaller 
of the three houses to 1,000-seat size 


theatre for Negro troops. On top 
of this, towns nearby are putting up 
/new houses, with the 
| Circuit underway with a large house 
in Battle Creek. 


© 





Soldiers’ House 
Louisville, Feb. 25. 

Town will have one less theatre 
.for commercial amusements, with 
| selling of the Columbia Hall to the 
| city. 
pointed to 
| Which 
to be used for soldier-civilian recre- 
ation. Theatre has played occasional 
roadshows and pictures, and in ad- 
dition to the stage attractions, build- 
ing has facilities for boxing and 
wrestling, basketball, a large ball- 

room, bowling alleys, etc. 


Town now has a large population 
of soldiers from Fort Knox and 
|Bowman Field, and acquisition of 
Columbia Hall will be first step to 
provide entertainment facilities for 
| the men in uniform, 

| Harry Martin, for years manager 
lof local legit houses, has been in 
charge of Columbia bookings and 
rentals, butwill continue his activi- 





ties in the real estate field when 
the U. S. Dept of Recreation takes 
over. 


PA. JUKERS SUBJECT 
TO SAME $2 FEES 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Attorney General Claude A. Reno 
last week ruled that all 
films must be reviewed by the State 
Board of Moton Picture Censors and 





state levy. 

The attorney general was asked 
for his opinion by Mrs. Edna Carroll, 
chairman of the censor board. He 
said that the jukepix distribs would 
have to pay the same fee as the full- 
size film companies—$2 for the origi- 
reel and the same amount for 
reprints. 





nal 


! In addition to the state license it 
has been reported that the city 
council is set to plaster on a mu- 
nicipal tax as soon as the slot-ma- 


chine pictures make their appear- 


ance here. 


ino evidence of the gadgets in this 
| area. 

| 

25° to Tipsters 
Minneapolls, Feb. 25. 


The Minnesota state senate general 
legislation committee has killed a 
bill designed to legalize slot machines 
and substituted in its place another 
measure under which the informer 
who turns in the operator of a slot 
machine and helps to get him con- 
victed will receive 25% of the fine 
collected. 


St. Louis Group Seeks To 
Outlaw Triple Features 


St. Louis, Feb. 25 
Because of the failure of exhibi- 
tors in the metropolitan St. Louis 
district that includes towns in near- 
by Illinois to’ co-op in eliminating 
triple-feature programs, the St. 


Louis Better Films Council is pre- 
paring bills outlawing such programs 
for introduction in the Missouri and 
Illinois Legislatures. The Council, 
for several months, has tried to get 
the exhibs to get together and erase 
what has been termed ‘unnecessarily 
long’ shows, but when they failed 
they decided that legal recourse 
would bring them into line. 

Pleas for better financial returns 
from triple programs were thumbed 
aside by execs of the Council who 
assert that the eyesight and physical 
health of patrons, especially kid- 
dies, far outweighed the financial 
side of the picture. It is reported 
that the Council will enlist the aid 
of other organizations in its Aight to 
stamp out triples through the pro- 
| posed legislation. 


Butterfield | 


Local committee has been ap- | 
take over the building, | 
incldues a 1,400-seat theatre, | 


jukebox | 


are subject to the regular $2-a-reel | 


Thus far there has been | 











| Arbitration 


| 





The complaint also alleged 
that the producers charged arbi- 
| trary film rental which were unrea- 
; sonable in his case and amounted to 
\* refusal of product. 


In another portion of the com- 


|plaint, citing a distinct case, Julius! 


'and Milt London, as heads of Mid- 
town, named the same two com- 
panies and added RKO and 20th. 
While basis of complaint ran along 
the same line it named the Coliseum 
as getting the preference over the 
, Midtown and also named as houses 
suffering from the 


Globe, 


and for construction of a 638-seat | 


Allied’s Own Bureau 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 


readying to set up its own central 
bureau to handle all complaints of 
1ts members to the arbitration of- 
fice under the consent decree. This 
was decided last week at the meet- 
ing of the board of directors. 


having its individual ‘members run- 
ning to the consent decree office with 


ters if these complaints were regis- 
tered with the Allied office and that 


a specially designated Allied officer | 


| would forward these squawks to the 
| federal arbiter here. Feel that 

; this way many points with which 
the individual member might not be 


|familiar will be clarified by some | 


/ specialist in this field. 
| Board of directors as yet has made 
no choice for this post. 





First Denver Squawk 
Denver, Feb. 25. 
First case filed with Denver arbi- 
tration board secretary J. B. Milton 
was lodged by the Jos. J. Goodstein 
Enterprises, Inc., operating the Long- 


mont theatre, Longmont, Colo., 
against 20th-Fox, Metro and Para- 
mount. Goodstein claims these com- 
panies refuse, along with Universal, 


Columbia, United Artists and Mono- 
| gram, to sell him any product, selling 
‘only to the Fox-Longmont theare, 
ywned by Fox Intermountain. 

Goodstein says he can buy from 
| Vitagraph, RKO and Republic, but 
claims that is not enough product. 
Goodstein asks for another appor- 
tionment of product. 


| No Beefs in L. A.—Yet 
Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Los Angeles offices of American 
Arbitration Association, set up to 
hear industry complaint under the 


new consent decree, have been open 
more than three weeks with not a 
single case so far filed. 

Walter H. Elliott, secretary, in 
charge, is ready to hear any griev- 
ances, his arbitration panel has been 
set up and everything is ready to try 
the industry ills, but so far there are 
no ills, at 1 none that have come 
to the surface. 


act 
east 


No Squawks So Far in Ga. 

Atlanta, Feb. 25. 
Cozily esconced on seventh floor of 
| Mortgage Guarantee Bldg., the At- 
\lanta tribunal of American Arbitra- 
| tion Ass'n is all set to adjudicate any 
ll disputes arising from the con- 
sent decree. In charge is Detlef H. 
Hansen, Jr., of New York, who re- 
ports that to date nary a whisper of 
a complaint has come to his ears and 
he has been called upon to answei 
nly one inquiry. 


and a 





} Homand’s Complaint 


Washin 
Secking a change in 
). a perat 
way Ba € I 
vith the lk il tr 
resterday Monday 
Warner B and 20th 
In\ f clearance 
distrit e to t 
Edgew‘¢ in Bal 
I it f se. Cle ance give yt 
nc ed ir e complaint 


Weiss ‘Unfair,’ Col. 
Holds Up Picture 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Columbia will not proceed with 


plans for producing the Louis Weiss- 
Max Nosseck production, ‘Sing It 
Again,’ until Weiss gets himself off 


the Screen Actors Guild unfair list. 


Herta Margot and Moishe Oysher, 
hen contracted for the leads in 
‘Sing It Again,’ were told that the 


picture would be released by Colum- 
bia. Oysher, a cantor, has hereto- 
fore appeared in Yiddish films. ‘Sing 
It Again’ was to be done in English 
Production is now stymied unti] 
Weiss gets a clean 
| from the Guild, 


unreasonable | 
clearance the Majestic, Mayfair and | 


Allied indie exhib group here is! 





bill of health AS; 
_ 





| + ‘ 


| Yorke’s $3,750 Suit 


An application to examine Arthur 
H. Loucks and John H. Norling be- 


fore trial, made to the N. Y. supreme | 


court, resulted in a reserved decision 
Friday (21) by Justice Bernard L. 
Shientag. The plaintiff in the action 
is Emerson Yorke, producer, both 


Defendants made two, one-reel, 
third-dimensional stereoscopic shorts 
for the Chrysler Car Co. in 1939. 
Plaintiff charges he brought the de- 
fendants and the car company to- 
gether, and 
$3,750. 

Defense claims that the deal was 
for one picture and that Yorke was 
paid in full for his services. Don- 
nelly & Donnelly are attorneys for 
the plaintiff, and Fitelson & Mayers 
for defendants. Cost of the two one- 
reelers was in excess of $100,000. 


UNION EXEC FINED 





complaints, it would simplify mat- | 


Milwaukee, Feb. 25. 

Feuding in the Motion Picture 
Projectionists’ union, Local No. 164 
AFL, was aired in Circuit dudge 
| William F. Shaughnessy’s court here 
| Friday (21) when Norman W. Hab- 
!ersat, a member of the union's exec- 
utive board, was fined $250 for con- 
tempt after being accused 
tempting to influence a juryman, 
another operator, Eugene Goderski, 
who was one of a group hearing a 


$10,000 damage suit. Oscar E. Ol- | 
son, business agent of the union, 
paid Habersat’s fine. 

Goderski reported to the court 


that Habersat had telephoned him 
that the case he was sitting on was 
‘a frameup,”’ so the judge declared 
a mistrial, and praised Goderski for 
reporting the incident. 

Habersat, when 
admitted phoning Goderski, but de- 
clared he (Habersat) was ‘the vic- 
tim of a lousy frameup. 
|put on the spot. There’s a bunch 
of fellows against the union admin- 
istration. Several years ago I pick- 
eted a theatre owned by Goderski’s 
father and I think that’s the reason 
Goderski is putting me behind the 
eight-ball now.’ 


The case in which Goderski was 
serving on the jury was instituted 
by Mrs. Paula Stifter against Mrs. 


Theresa Gesell, wife of a nite spot 
owner, for alleged assault and bat- 
tery and slander. 


defendants also being film producers. | 


see's commissions of | 


FOR JURY TAMPERING 


of at-| 


haled into court, | 


I’ve been | 


Set Groundwork for Third Exhib 
~ Org. in N.Y.; Indies Meet in Albany 





Albany, Feb. 25. 

Groundwork for a third exhibitor 
| organization in New York state, to 
| take the place of the old Allied Thee 
atre Owners unit in the national 
| Allied body, wis laid at a meeting 
of indies held here during the past 
week, attended by Sidney Samuel- 
son, a national Allied director, and 
Thornton Kelly, also of New Jersey, 
Kelly was active in the old N. Y. 
| Allied group, headed by Max A. Coe 
hen, which broke away from the 
parent organization because of fric- 
tion over the trade practices code 
then being framed. 

Two up-staters who also were ac- 
|tive in the old Allied unit, Leonard 
L. Rosenthal and Abe Stone, have 
been appointed to a temporary op- 
erating cOmmittee. Former is an ate 
torney whose family owns the 
Troy, while Stone 
here. 
Max Cohen, 


State, 
runs the Eagle 
Others on the committee are 
Operator of the Lido 
Brooklyn (not to be confused 
Max A. Cohen), Morris 
ae, Tarrytown exhibitor, 


With 
and Gold- 
Two exhibs from the Buffalo area 
will be chosen at a 
held there some time in March. The 
|} temporary committee has been au- 
| thorized to appoint other commit- 
'tees, set a scale of dues and take 
| other necessary organizational steps 
prior to a convention that is to be 
iheld some time between now and 
| Aug. 15. 
| Allied Theatre Owners of N. Y. 
and the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of N. Y., with the state divided 
between them, are both affiliated 
with the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America. 


DIST. MGR. ROY SMART 
BECOMES K-W BOOKER 


Reversing the usual procedure, 
the Kincey-Wilby circuit has chosen 
one of its district theatre managers 


meeting to be 


and placed him in charge of all 
| booking. He’s Roy Smart, district 
manager at Charlotte, N. C., for 


|/many years. 

| Move was made recently follow- 
ing decision by K-W that booking 
now had become one of greater im- 
portance than the average circuit 
| attached to it. 

| Several months ago Bob Wilby 
told Variety that he was going to 
make such a shift, moving one of 
his district operators to the post 
of booking. Smart was formerly a 
| Birmingham newspaperman. 
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Start: Thur.,Feb. 27 
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Max Wylie Heads Script Department ' 


At Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chi 


Max Wylie, Columbia script edi- 
tor, 
rector and script 

lackett-Sample-Hummert, effective 
March 10. He will headquarter in 
Chicago, but make frequent visits 
to New York. He signed the con- 
tract yesterday (Tuesday). 

Job is a new one, for which the 


agency has been seeking a_ suit- 
able man for some time. Wylie has 
nixed several previous offers for 


the assignment, but finally gave in 
to added inducement. Understood he 
will supervise all the agency’s 40- 
odd programs, including those han- 
dled by both the Chicago and New 
York offices. 

A novelist and playwright, as well 
as a textbook writer in his spare 
time, Wylie plans to continue his an- 
nual series of ‘Best Broadcast’ col- 
lections, of which he has issued two 
volumes. He may also take time 
off for the possible Broadway pro- 
duction of the anti-Nazi play ‘Bed- 
Rock,’ on which he collaborated with 
radio writer, Milton Geiger. 

During his seven years with CBS, 
Wylie has developed a number of 
previously unknown radio scripters, 
besides persuading severa] name au- 
thors from other fields to try writing 
for the air. Before entering radio 
he taught English at Pennsylvania 
university, was on the faculty of 
Punjab university in India, and, 
among other things, was a radio an- 
nouncer in Bombay for a time. He 
is a brother of novelist Philip Wylie 
and half-brother of the late young 
novelist Edmund Kiskaddon (Wylie). 

Columbia has not yet selected a 
new script editor to succeed him. 


BACHER'S ‘Ik 
ON L.A. RETURN 





Bill Bacher will give up his pro- 
duction post at WGN, Chicago, and 
return to the Coast if the William 
Morris office is successful in setting 
him as producer of the Louella Par- 
sons program for Lifebuoy. Other 
‘if’ is Dick Marvin’s ability to over- 
come obstacles to Parsons’ ‘free 
guest list’ and close deal for William 
Esty. 

Bacher and Parsons worked to- 
gether on the old ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
show for Campbell Soup. 





Bob Emery Sunday Show 
Moves After Many Yrs. 


has resigned to become radio di- | 
editor-in-chief of | 





| Jimmy Scribner For 
Swansdown in Midwest 


| Johnson Family (Jimmy Scribner) 


| will plug Swansdown Flour, a Gen- | 


eral Foods Product, on a midwest 
| Mutual hookup five 
| starting March 10. 


| Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


THREE SHOWS 
DEPART NBC 


Three commercials will wash up 
| their careers for the season on the 
| NBC during the week of March 9. 
| They are ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Bromo 
| Quinine), the Orrin Tucker-Bonnie 
| Baker show (Yeast Foam) and ‘Sere- 
inade of Love’ (Chamberlain Cos- 
metics). 

Chamberlain series, like the Tuck- 
er-Baker program, is_ exclusively 
musical, but its hookup is limited te 
Chicago and points west. 
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FRITZ BLOCKI 


Radio producer - director - writer. 





Currently producing “Your Dream 
Has Come True” for Quaker Oats 
(Ruthrauff and Ryan, Chicago). Pre- 





vious network writing, or produc- 
tion, or both, include “Court of 
Missing Heirs” (1 year), “Captain 
Midnight” (2 years), “Backstage 
Wife”, “Roses and Drums”, and 
| others. 











‘Claudia’ Stage Show As 
Base for Summer Sub 
At Young & Rubicam 


Young & Rubicam has the radio 
serial rights to ‘Claudia,’ John 








Vallee, Murray, Langford 
Qn Rexall L. A. Discs; 
Walter Craig’s 11th Yr. 


Walter Craig left yesterday (Tues- 
day) for Hollywood where he will 
stage three 15-minute transcriptions 
for Rexall’s one-cent 
sale. Craig, indie production con- 





semi-annual 





Sultant, has been doing the Rexall 
| (United Drug) semi-annuals for 11 
| years. Present sprin;, series will 
cost about $10,000 and will include 
Rudy Vallee and orchestra, Ken 
Murray, Frances Langford and Har- 
low Wilcox. Craig will headquarter 
during the week of March 3 at the 
Hotel Ambassador, L. A. 

Producer will dig program ideas 
with Hollywood angles to bring back 
east with him. 





| 


‘MUTUAL STATION LIST 
SWELLS SOON TO 175 


Two more stations are slated to 
|join the Mutual network within the 
_next couple of months, bringing the 
number of affiliates to 175. Upon 








| other 


| 


Golden’s New Broadway legit au- 


thored by Rose Franken, which 
opened last week. Apparently Y&R 


/made the deal with Miss Franken be- 


fore the play opened. Late Monday 
(24) the author was scheduled to 
confer with Hubbell Robinson and 
Y&R executives regarding 
final adjustment of contract details. 

Some talk current last week that 
Young & Rubicam might consider 


producing ‘Claudia’ as a summer 
show to replace either the Jello 
(General Foods) or Ipana (Bristol- 


Myers) program when these take 
leave of the air but no definite spon- 
sorship has been set. 

Various radio agencies have been 
dickering for the serial rights to the 
Rose Franken stories ever since they 


LR: 


Former Foe Praises Radio 





St. Louis, Feb, 25. 


Radio, once the big hate of piano manufacturers, is now ‘our friend’ 
according to Lawrence H. Selz, Chicago, representative of the National 
Piano Manufacturers’ Assn. which sponsored a five-state meeting here 


recently. 


Selz attributed the popularity of the radio as being 


the 


direct reason for a boom tn piano sales which leaped from a low of 


27,000 in 1932 to 136,250 last year. 


‘It took the piano makers a long time to wake up after radio came 


in,’ Selz said. 


‘We still strung along with player pianos, closing our 


eyes to the fact that the radio and phonograph were much better as 


musical] dispensers. 


Now, however, we see that the radio has engen- 


dered a musical appreciation in the public that must find expression in 
actual playing. That's why our frowns of 10 years ago are smiles 


today.’ 





‘A Wise Man Changes His Mind’ 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 


The press-radio situation at Gastonia is all love and kisses these 
days. The Gazette, Gastonia daily newspaper, now carries complete 
program logs for WGNC, and the station gives the paper two programs 


a day, devoted to news. 


Announcement of the new arrangement, replacing one of hostility, 
has just been made by both the newspaper and the station. Pat Mc- 
Swain manages WGNC and J. W. Atkins manages the paper. 


The paper’s announcement began: ‘. 


. . there has been not only a 


lack of cooperation but also a lack of understanding between news- 


papers and radio. ...’ 
It concluded: 


‘A wise man changes his opinion, a fool never is an old adage and 
this newspaper has changed its belief that radio competition is detri- 
mental to the newspaper. We believe the two can cooperate fully to 
their mutual benefit. And, of course, the public is the beneficiary 
from both ends of the line. This is the explanation of this new ar- 
rangement of cooperation between WGNC and The Gazette.’ 








NBC Must Pay Rebroadcast Fees 











Accounts Were Assured on Pacific Repeats—Now 
AFRA Holds Web Erred in Wage Interpretation 





NBC is negotiating with 
American Federation of Radio Art- 


the; a rebroadcast fee to the casts, and 


now that the union has ruled other- 


| ists for a settlement of money it! wise it is up to NBC to pay the ac- 
| owes to players on the ‘Grand Cen- tors the accumulated difference out 


| 


first began to appear in Red Book | 


approximately three years ago. 
fall of 1939 a compilation of 10 
‘Claudia’ stories was published in 
book form. Sequel, entitled ‘Claudia 
and David,’ included 12 more stories. 
| There were others also, not pub- 
lished in book form. 

| Original plans were to present 
| ‘Claudia’ via radio in April with 
later discussions shelving idea until 
June. No date for radio opening has 
yet been definitely decided on and 
| there is a possibility that air version 
may not be produced until the fall. 


} 


Springfield Replaces 





| y s y 
After some seven years as a Sun- completion of its studios and trans- New Hav en for Noxzema 


day morning nine o’clock sustainer, 
the Bob Emery ‘Rainbow 
program js being moved to Saturday 
morning at 16 a.m. It will go to the 
Mutual network. Saturday setup is 
figured a good bet for commerciali- 
zation. Meantime, Emery’s other 


Sz av kid s ‘ ‘ 1 1 | lineup about April 15, when it re- ‘ ; c 
Saturday kid show ‘This Wonderfu I pri i | aacten ws WEE ates teow began | 


mitter about March 15, WAGE, Syra- | 
House’ | cuse, will become a regular outlet, | 


| operating on 1,000 watts power and 


at 620 ke., full time. It is a new 
| licensee. 
|} Other newcomer will be WIBC, 


| Indianapolis, which joins the Mutual 


Norld,’ at the New York Museum of | ceives its license to become a full- 


Natural History, moves into 
torium seating 1,500 at 1:45 p.m. 


‘Rainbow House’ continues to have | erate on 5,000 watts daytime and for several weeks, Connecticut con- | 
the Dolphe Martin ‘vocal orchestra’ 


kid choir as an integral part. 


BERGEN BUDGET DOWN 


Armbruster’s Orchestra Cut from 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Chase & Sanborn is 

gen Sunday night radio program. 

Robert Armbruster’s 
clipped from 30 to 18. 





Try the Case or Forget It 





The $100,000 suit of Broadcast Pro- 


ducers of N. Y., Inc., against the 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Corp 


will be dismissed for lack of prose- 
cution unless the plaintiff moves for 
_| Manager, 
manager of all Crosley broadcast- | 


an April trial, Justice Bernard L 
Shientag ruled Wed. (19) 
N. Y. supreme court. 
plagiarism of plaintiff's 
‘Makers of Men.’ 


program 


audi- 


trimming | 
budget drastically on the Edgar Ber- 


orchestra 


in the 
Action claims 
,| will be taken over by Harry Mason 


time station. Outlet {s constructing 
|a new transmitter, which will op- 


| 1,000 watts night, at 1070 kc. It now 
{transmits only until local sundown. 
- will be a basic Mutual station. 


Hartford, Feb. 25. 
‘Quiz of Two Cities’ 
(2) 


Noxzema’s 
trying a new angle Sunday 
| when Springfield, Mass., 
|New Haven as Hartford’s competing 
|burgh. Switch means loss of com- 
| mercial to WICC, which has shared 
j last fall. 
| Hartford-Springfield joust skedded 


|testants broadcasting from Hotel 
|Bond and Bay Staters from Hotel 
| Kimball. 





- Shouse Re-Blueprints Crosley Sales 


Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 
Revision of the executive set-up 


‘for sales and merchandising divi- 


15, has been set by James D. Shouse. 
Robert E. Dunville, WLW sales 
becomes” general sales 


ing properties. His present post 


Smith, now manager of the New 


Program was submitted to the de- | York office of WLW, located at 


fendant, it is claimed, who appro- 


Transamerican. When Smith comes 


priated it for its own use and broad-| here, Warren Jennings, who has 


cast it over WMCA. It is also claimed | been a member 


of WLW’s New 


that WMCA, by claiming the pro- | York sales organization for three 


gram, spoiled a deal plaintiff had set | years, will take over as manager at 
up with Emergency Shelter, Inc., for 


the sponsorship of the program. 


N. Y. end. 


When Dunville becomes sales 


sions of Crosley’s WLW, WSAI and | 
.| WLWO, to become effective March 


Robert Dunville New General Sales Mer. for All 
| Radio Properties After March 15 


|chief of WLW, WSAI and WLWO, | 


he will be reported to directly by 
John E. Rudolph, sales service man- 
ager; William Oldham, research di- 
rector; Beulah Strawway, merchan- 
dising director, and M. F. (Chick) 
Allison, sales promotion manager. 


These department heads hav 
ot ads have been | day) for Florida for a three or four- 


reporting to Shouse. 

Said Shouse: ‘The realignment is 
intended to offer a clean-cut operat- 
ing set-up that will make it possible 
for us to cooperate with more ef- 
ficiency. For some time I have felt 
‘that with the expansion of our or- 
ganization generally, it has become 
increasingly more difficult for me to 
work in a_ helpful 
many who have a right to expect 
cooperation and helpful assistance 
from my office.’ 


In | 


NYA Charges Anti-Jazz 


| 





| popular music division 


| 


manner with’ 


tral Station’ and ‘Manhattan at Mid- 
night’ programs in connection with 
delayed broadcasts. The network 
had assured the accounts allied with 
these shows that the broadcasts 
could be recorded on the west coast 
by affiliated station without paying 





Prejudice Singled Out 


Pop Division for Cuts 





Some 250 young men and women 
were dropped this week from the 
of the Na- 
tional Youth Admin tration Phil 
Napoleon, head of project, stays on 
payroll, however. 
ordered by national head, Aubrey 
Williams, because New York section 
was $750,000 over latest U. S. allow- 
ance. 

There is resentment in the project 
because, it is claimed, the personal 
dislike of jazz by New York ad- 


| ministrator Helen Harris was reflect- 
replaces | 


ed in the decisior. to scuttle the pop 
music activities while allowing the 
classical music section to go 
scathed. 

NYA Varieties program on WNYC, 
New York, is one of several pro- 
| rams that go off the air under the 
axe, 





116 ON PAYROLL 


WJSV, Washington, Staff Expanding 
With War Situation 


Washington, Feb. 25. 





Recent additior. to the staff of 


| WJSV brings the total station per- 
' sonnel of the CBS outlet to 116. 


Station, which has been increasing 
steadily since the outbreak of the 
| European var, last week added Miss 
Peggy Phelps of Kansas City to the 
staff of Program Director Lloyd 
Dennis. 


| Easy Aces to Florida 











of its own exchequer. 

Another show on the blue, ‘Gang 
Busters,’ had also failed to take the 
rebroadcast fee into account, but 
NBC has already made a settlement 
on this score with Phillips Lord, 
owner of this program. The sales- 
man in selling the hookup to Sloan’s 
Liniment ‘had assured the account 
that there wouldn’t be rebroadcast 
fee for the actors in the event west 
coast stations elected to record the 
show off the line and broadcast it 


‘at a later hour. 


‘Grand Central Station’ was 


| brought over to the blue from CBS 


Curtailment was 


une | 


Bros., while ‘Manhattan’ 
started on the blue under the tag 
of Cummer Products (Young & 
Rubicam). In either case the back 
money for actors may amount to 
over $2,500. 

NBC explained last week that the 
difficulty was due entirely to its 
own interpretation to the clause in 
the AFRA contract which deals with 
rebroadcasts. The language, it 
pointed out, was vague and the pay- 
ment angle could be construed as ap- 
plying only to instances where the 


by Lever 


actors actually engaged in a re- 
broadcast. 

| AFRA Collects $5,456 

| Claims totalling $5,456, mostly for 
additional fees for off-the-line re- 


cordings of commercial shows, were 
collected by the American Federa- 
| tion of Radio Artists during January. 
Several hundred members received 
extra coin from the _ collections, 
which were made in New York, Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles. Various 
sponsors and agencies were involved 
and some additional amounts 
| still pending. New York’s portion of 
| the total was $3,316. All the collec- 


are 


tions were made upon claim, none 
requiring arbitration. 
Union’s New York local has set 


up a committee under Tom Shirley 
to study the problem of obtaining 
legislation to protect the earnings of 
children in radio, but no specific 
recommendations are expected for 
;}some time. With its dental and op- 
tical plans operating sacisfactorily, 
the local is now working out a plan 
for group health insurance. 

| Wayne Short has been chosen by 
the St. Louis local as its representa- 


Goodman and Jane Ace, of ‘Easy | tive on the national committee to 


Aces’ (NBC) leave today (Wednes- |consider constitutional amendments 


| week vacation. Plot has been out- 
lined in advance by Ace and Don 
Johnson wil] take up the scripting 
where Ace left off. Mary Hunter, 
who plays Marge, will do the direct- 
ing. 

Current plot involves Jane Ace’s 


activities as a knitter of sweaters | 


for the boys in a training camp 
and the complications that ensue 
when the patterns for a secret air- 
plane part and a model sweater get 


j switched. 


\for submission to the next annual 
convention. St. Louis local has re- 
ported to the national board that it 
now has signed contracts with the 
four leading stations in that city, 
KMOX, KXOK, KSD and KWK. 
| Only two others, WEW and WIL, re- 
;main to be signed. 

| AFRA’s next objective in Detroit 
is WJR, the CBS outlet and only re- 
|maining important station without & 


contract with the union. Figured it 
will probably be a tough assign- 
ment 
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~ GETTING LAX-ATIVE 





s 


a 


Night-time network radio programs—which means the big- 
time, prestige, point-with-pride part of broadcasting—are walk- 
ing backwards, crabwise, into the excesses of former years with 
regard to purge-urging. There can be no other interpretation 


of the astonishing advertising c 


opy heard last Wednesday (19) 


on the Sal Hepatica program, Phrases out of the past were 
sledgehammered across by Harry Von Zell: “The ideal laxative’ 


... ‘three out of five physicians 


... endorse.’ 


‘usually acts within an hour’... ‘the swift and gentle aid’ 


This gross violation on a leading program of the good taste 
of millions of Americans represents unfortunate retrogression 
after enlightened progress. It was crude, old-fashioned physic 
copy to come from an agency like Young & Rubicam and must 
also inevitably suggest the question: ‘has continuity acceptance 


at NBC been hamstrung?’ 


Advertising copy can never be explicit enough to satisfy the) 


sizz-phiz merchandisers, but for the past several years the net- 
works have had the moral courage to keep the most objection- 


able kinds of copy off the air 
cases under restraint, 


altogether and the border line 


The advertising part was a sour note to an enjoyable half 
hour (Eddie Cantor, Dinah Shore, Bert Gordon, et al) and 


apart from the anachronism wh 


ich such hokey-pokey copy rep- 


resents it was a strong practical reason why many laxative- 
disliking homes might avoid Cantor in preference for the Fred 
Allen show on the air at the same time for Texaco gasoline, 
which is good only for what ails your car. 


————— 
. 


“va ‘Report’ = Politics Just Politicians 


Part of Daily 
NBC Farm Hour 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Ambitious radio report to the na- 
tion on the daily progress of the na- 
tional defense program was _ incor- 
porated Monday (24) in the NBC} 
National Farm and Home Hour. 
Each day, from Monday through | 
Friday, the Washington studios of 
NBC will attempt to ‘give a rounded | 
picture of day-to-day developments 
in national defense,’ reviewing news 
of ‘all defense activities, including 
those of private industry as well as 
of regular government departments 
and other special agencies which 
have been established to handle 

various phases of the program.’ 
With approximately 90% of all 
news emanating from the National 
Capital falling under the classifica- 
tion of national defense, outsiders 
believe the national chain will run 
up against a prickly problem in edit- | 
ing and condensing defense items. | 
Announcer Charles Barry oq 
| 


handle the broadcasts, which will be 
culled from the Office of Production 
Management, the National Defense 


Commission and other Washington 
sources, 


WALTER HUSTON KEY 
TO WGN ‘TOWN’ FLASH 


Walter Huston was brought to Chi 
last week by WGN in connection 
with a drive to sell the as yet un- 
sponsored ‘Home Town’ program to 
the Independent Dealers Assn. 

This 30-minute dramatic show was 
auditioned to the Dealers last month 
but with Huston’s part played by 
sub. Huston was in town last week 
to huddle with the key men on the 
Organization. WGN has put a ter- 








Washington, Feb. 25. 

New CBS quiz show not only uses 
members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives as contestants and follows 
a procedure along the lines of par- 
liamentary rules—it actually makes 
Congressional ‘appropriations’ for 
cash prizes. Just to make it con- 
fusing, the station has tabbed the se- 
ries ‘No Politics.’ 

Columnist Ernest Lindley is m.c. 
on the program and plays the part 
of the speaker. Announcer Hugh 


USIVE’ RULE 





cHAR 





Benefits and Public Interest 
Programs (President Ex- 
cepted, of Course) Should 
Be Prepared for CBS. 
Alone, Other Productions! 
for Other Outlets 





IMPLICATIONS 





The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem will continue to discourage the 
use of its facilities for joint broad- 
casts in the case of benefit and simi- 
lar shows. What it did in case of the 
recent Greek Relief Fund program 
has become a set policy. Such shows 
will have to be broadcast exclusively 
over Columbia or else. Only ex- 
ception to CBS’ participation in 
simultaneous hookups will be talks 
by President Roosevelt and other. 
events of transcendental importance. 

Columbia is telling organizations 
putting on benefit programs that it | 
would be better for them to put on | 
a different show for each network, 
because if a show is not competently | 
| produced the fact that it’s on three or | 

four networks at the same time only | 
|aggravates the stigma. CBS also} 
|fears that the continuance of the | 
| joint network practice may conjure 
| up some parallel to totalitarian pro- 
cedure, with the arrangement being 
|eventually seized upon by political 
| figures and thereby forcing network 
| dialers to lisen to their speeches to 
| the exclusion of non-propaganda pro- 
| grams. 

Columbia is adopting this policy 
| on its own and without any discus- | 
sion with NBC or Mutual. 








| NBC for its part will get ’em ex- | 


| clusive if possible but will not refuse | 


Conover portrays the clerk and dif-| to carry programs that are not. At | 


ferent members 
guest competitors 
stanza. Questions, submitted ) 
listeners, may be on any subject 
except politics. 

To give the acoustical effect of a 
regular Congressional session, 


of Congress 


are least no 
on each week’s | 
y 


the | 


program is held in the large, high- | 


ceilinged, 
room in the Willard hotel. 
when a question is muffed by the 
legislators, the speaker ‘introduces 
a bill’ appropriating $5 for the listen- 
er who submitted the stumper. So- 
lons, being politicians, invariably 
pass the proposed ‘bill.’ 


TRANSAMERICAN SELLS 
‘AS THE TWIG IS BENT’ 


General Foods has bought the 
dramatic strip, ‘As the Twig Is Bent,’ 
from the Transamerican Broadcast- 
ing and Television Corp. Show will 
for the start be waxed and placed on 
between 50 and 60 stations through 





Young & Rubicam 

Network outlet for the serial will 
be determined after a possibly 13- 
week test. Disc version debuts 
March 10. 


Oboler East for Month 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Arch Oboler transfers origination 
of his ‘Everyman's Theatre’ series 
east for four weeks beginning March 
‘ 
for ‘Problem Papa’ with Dickie Hol- 
land and then follows three in New 


rifie drive behind this program and York, to wit. Raymond Edward John- 


Pulling no punches to put it over. 


San An’ Meeting Feb. 28 | 


San Antonio, Feb. 25. 

The 13th division of the National | 
Association of Broadcasters will | 
Convene here at the Gunter Hotel 
On Feb. 28. 

Jack Kesler, of the WOAI Com- 
Mercia] department, at the same time 
88 called for a sales manager meet- 
Ng, of which group he is chairman 





son in ‘Ugliest Man in 
and a repeat of Raymond Massey’s 
‘This Precious Freedom.’ March 28 
date is still open. 

Oboler was renewed last week by 
Procter & Gamble for a third quar- 
ter. 


Leighton Blood at NBC 


Leighton Blood is the new trade 
news editor at NBC's press depart- 
ment in New York. 

He was with Town New 


Hall in 


York for some years,. 


the World,’ | 


it takes the network 
| tlement with 


Stopoff will be made in Chicago | 


marble-columned Willard | 
And | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


policy is contemplated. | 


SUMMER RADIO 
MUSICAL 
CYCLE? 





Program producers look forward 
to a wholesale rush for musical pro- 
grams as summer commercial fill- 
ins on the networks, providing con- 
tracts have been signatured between 
the webs and ASCAP in ample time. 
These quarters around the agencies 
agree that the quiz show has pretty 
well run its course and that about 
the only substitute that the trade 
can turn to is music. 


Agency men also point out the 
psychological factor that will pre- 
sent itself, in that they will be able 


to make balyhoo of the circumstance 


that the public has available 


again 


to it music that it hadn’t heard for 
some time But, these forecasters 
add, a lot will depend on how long 


to make a set- 
ASCAP. If. the nego- 
tiations are prolonged too much, 
they will have to stick to their quiz 
programs or pick up low-priced dra- 
matic shows, 











AGMA-AFM Break Due? 


Intervention by the Federa! 
Government in the jurisdictional 
dispute between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 
musicians’ union loomed as a 
possibility yesterday (Tuesday) 
What form such a move might 
take was uncertain. 

Lawrence Tibbett, the AGMA 
president, and Henry Jaffe, at- 
torney, were in Washington late 
last week, but refuse to disclose 
discussions they 
officials 





what, if any, 


had with Government 


DUPLICATION BAD 


Ty Si WS Red Tape Cut at Army Camps; 


Gives Commandant Discretion 
To Okay Any Radio Program 





Can’t Talk That Slow 





Radio actress who appears al- 
most exclusively on evening and 
comedy shows, was complaining 
that she’s never been able to 
crash the more lucrative day- 
time serial field. 


Asked why, she said, in all 
seriousness, ‘I can’t talk that 
slow.’ 








TOLEDO JUDGES. 
‘SPURN’ RADIO 


Toledo, O., Feb. 25. 


Judges of municipal court at To- 
ledo, meeting in an official session, 
have turned down a proposal of 
WTOL, Toledo, to broadcast daily 
half-hour sessions of police traffic 
court. The judges said it would not 
be possible to give each case its due 
consideration with a microphone in 
front of them and the knowledge 
that court business was being broad- 
cast. 

Presiding Judge Harvey G. Straub 
said that ‘the defendants come be- 





fore the bench for justice, and not to 


provide entertainment.’ 





Witliam Benton Buys 
Into Associated Music 
And Will Be Active 


William Benton, who became as- 
sistant to Robert Hutchins, Chicago 
University prez, after selling his 
partnership in the Benton & Bowles 
agency, has bought an interest in As- 
sociated Music Publishers, Inc., and 
will take an active part in the opera- 
tion of its various enterprises. 
becomes a director inember of 
the executive committee. The AMP 
also controls Muzak and recording 
studios, and is a subsidiary of the 
North American Co. 

Waddill Catchings remains chair- 
man of the AMP board and C. M. 
Finney is president. Two v.p.’s have 
just been named, Ben Selvin in 
charge of program recording, and 
Ernest Voigt in charge of the music 
publishing end. 


and 


Associated Revises 
Albany, Feb. 25. 

Associated Music Publishers, Inc., 
has reduced its capital stock from 
$975.000 to $368,750. Instead of 6.000 
preferred shares $100 par value, 
for 6,250 pre- 
$50 par value. 


at 
the new 
ferred at 


setup provides 


imber of comn shares 
cut from 175,000 11,250 
Latter will continue to carry 
a par value of $5. 


Total n 
has 
shares. 


been to 


HUMMERT RENEWALS 
FOR TEXAS STATIONS 


San Antonio, Feb. 25. 


A blanket renewal was received 
here by station KABC, local outlet 
for the Texas State Network, fop five 
quarter hours from 9:30 to 10:45 each 
day Monday through Friday on the 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert_ shows, 
which the web received when the 
Transcontinental web failed to func- 
tion, 

Shows include ‘Backstage Wife’ for 
Dr. Lyons Tooth Powder; ‘Easy Aces’ 
for Anacin: ‘Neighbors’ with Blanch- 
ard McKee for California Syrup of 
Figs: ‘Our Gal Sunday’ for Bisodol 
Kolynos and ‘Love Songs of To- 
iay’ for Bayer Aspiri: 





and 


He | 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

One of the chief obstacles in the 
way of arranging radio pick-ups from 
U. S. Army camps was overcome last 
week, a system having been worked 
out to simplify the job of getting per- 
mission -to originate programs at 
military posts. Difficulty in setting 
up wire lines will disappear under 
an order allowing telephone com- 
panies to make necessary installa- 
tions if the Signal Corps cannot ace 
commodate. 

Policy laid down by Mai. Gen, 
Emory S. Adams, the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, specifies that temporary instal- 
lation of commercial lines can be 
allowed by the commanding officer 
at any Army post under military 
| supervision Whenever Army wires 
are not available or the Signal Corps 
is too busy to handle the jch. Dis- 
cretion is lodged in the commandant, 
who can refuse permissien ‘n ease 
he doubts the program would bene- 
fit the Army or the public. 

Without insisting on any rigid 
formalities, the War Depariment has 
given approval to a susestion of tre 
National Association of Broo «asters 
that standard information be sun- 
plied by any station wanting to orig- 
inate a commercial program ‘vom a 
| military reservatior. Consent has to 
from the 








| come directcr of nublie 
irelations at the War Department, 
here. 


Data which should be 
request includes the name and loca- 
|tion of the transmitter, the pros- 
pective sponsor, the date ard time of 
the program, product to bo adver- 
tised, general nature of the broadcast 
and talent to be emnlevec, desired 
microphone location and wire facili- 


fiven in the 


| ties, ard any arranremen’‘s for wax- 
ing and rebroadcasting. The brosd- 
caster must give assurance the pro- 
|gram will not involve expense to 
the government necr interfere with 
military activities. Text of the 
commercial copy must be submitted, 
while the nrogram must be onened 
and closed with the statement tat 
there is no implied or actual indorse- 
ment of the product advertised. 
Good Wi!l 

Another Army move to the 
good will of the radio indust: ig 
arrangement of a trin for ec . 
mentators and program executives to 
Air Corps stations In the nerr 
future, a selected groun of broad- 
casting people will be flown around 
to the chief posts—notably Wrivcht 
Field at Dayton, O., the chief exncri- 
mental station; Randolph Field, Tex., 
the ‘West Point of the Air’: and key 
fields, such as March Field, River- 
side, Calif.—to get a better idea of 


| operations, types of equipment, or- 


ganization problems, etc Similar 
junket was staged for aviation 
| writers recently and others are 


| Planned for magazine and newsreel 


| people. 


MAGS, DAILIES TO BALLY 
KEGLINED SHOW ON MBS 


| 
] 
American Can Co. v 


) r e of 
}a newspaper and magazine campaign 
to ballyhoo the show which it figures 
on placing on Mutual for Keg- 
lined brand March 31. The spot is 
8:30-9 p.m. Monday. 
Program is a mystery-comedy se- 
|ries by Martin Gosch and Howard 
| Harris. Cast and title are not set. 


'A&S Lyons office placed the show 
through Young & Rubicam. 


| Lambdin Kay’s New Job 


Atlanta, Feb. 25 

Lambdin Kay, formerly of WSB, 
has become associate director in 
charge of year-round public rela- 
tions for ~the Atlanta Community 
Fund. 

After WSB changed hands. J. 
Leonard Reinsch, new general man- 
ager, put Kav -into public ns 
‘job, post created for him. 








Wednesday, February 26, 191} 


Talent Agents ‘Licensed’ by AFRA 


24 RADIO 


Al Foster Organizes Checking 
rvice as Admen’s ‘Insurance ; 


ARIETY 


Dale Evans, Cesar Petrillo, 
‘On Bowey’s From Chicago | 


‘News and Rhythn,,’ 25-minute | 
| 
' 





variety series Sunday afternoons, 
starts March 9 under Bowey’s dairy 
| products sponsorship, originating out 


The following is revised list of professional placement agents 
handling actors who have taken out ‘franchises’ with the American 





























them believing them to 
be correct. It is physically impos- 
sible for any station exec, on a fully 


of Chicago and airing over six far- 
= eration of Radio Artists. The list may be considered to consti. 
. : : western outlets of CBS. Feder: ut on of Ri Nf l onsul 
¢ scre ancies ] as Talent includes Dal e a vo- tute a fairly complete picture of the scope an personnel of present 
~ / calist, and Cesar Petrillo’s orches- day radio agenting. 
on | 4 YORK 
By SAM X. HURST Fate ‘PETRILLO’ S ‘OR ELSE | Nicholas T. Agneta ymbach Productions Barry Norwood 
a . a C} as «(Ei Allen Al Cire man John © Connor 
St. Louis, Feb. 25 ——— Allied Radio Assoctates Sylvia IHahto Al Ochs 
: | . > 9 . 
— nc anra nrotection’ ar ys nke and Yas oy Py OV ov } Laura Arnold M k Hanna Philip G. Offin 
New ‘insurance protection’ for | _ Joan Bank: and Frank Love} . — topes i Marre Peart 
bankrollers who, heretofore have | think the whole tning is a con- } Clarence John Austin Leland Hayward, Ine, Murray Phillips 
been solely dependent on_ station spiracy. They're both radio ac- ? ick Bart 4 agency = nry be % rt ere Botts “oe 
" . A | ——— | i Brandt & rand Iiesse ¢ Mi rey Stunley tayburn 
manager affidavit for proof of per- tors and met a couple of years | ‘Ah OF Walter Batchelor Miles Ingalls Max Richard 
formance has been established here} ago when they appeared on the | > ‘Nashville, Fee. im Herman Bernie J. M. Rush Jermon Al Rogers 
P * . 2 oman rriead "eESS\I 7 AF: Ss Lr ® triscoe & iold Nat S. Jeron oth- swell 
by the National Radio Checking Ser-| same show. They were married | Pressure ype “se ‘ vi wed oy 4 eae th | re Po yk “eal 
.- i ~ “ ‘ "ec . d rics > -ra- |: € o« te ( sei . AbIBt 5 
vice, Inc., managed by Al § F ster, | not long afterward. president 7 Fee ve : — , a austen Irving J. Charnoff Al H. Knight David S. Samuels 
former general manager of WEW, They haven't be on a pro- | tion of Musicians, and the Mutua Herman Citron Kenneth Later George Sartin 
:_ | ‘ Network forced WSIX to sign a con- | Cleary & Coe Mark J. Leddy Taps Schornstein 
and for seven years prey iously busi- | gram together since. ee : “ith he Nasi lle Ass red Collins Corp. Olga Lee John A. Schultz 
ness manager of WWL, New Orleans. | ae tract with the Nas woe Association Columbia Artiste Daniel Leeds Mary L. Shank 
A nation wide organization of men of Musicians Friday (20). The at- | Phil Coscia Florence Lennon Edward Sherman 
lall ifa ac ) ) * 3 ae enrv li lebH ’ { hi 
, eee “ope eae cf —_ of the local affiliate of the} i, ry HH. Dagané My! rte tad William Salling , 
tally alert, but physically handi- Pin : | Jack Davies Lielling-Wood Louls Shurr Agency 
ca 1 ed persons, has been quietly or- . of M. to get WSIX to sign up | Frank Duncan Jack Linden Sanuel S. Shribman 
oe . oe re ota the union seemed doomed to | Sra Enright poe >. sapees George 5. Silvers 
ganized during the past three months | Minis ; eas nt } Fadiman Associates William MeMahon Sol Tepper 
, : ; failure until the action by Petrillo. 7 iy ‘eo _'P a 
by this new firm and competent | | Kdwin Fadiman A & S Lyons Max ‘Tishman 
; “4 eT ES 9 | Frances Craig's cheese was re- | Featured Artists Service MCA Artists Rudy Vallee Orchestra Unite 
checkers are now available in 135 _ late “ Carl Fenton Bernice Meek Billy Van 
2 ‘ : called by union in late gr and | 4, Fialkoft Win Mil! Willi: 
markets with a planned expansion i ; ,. | Herman Fialko liilam iller Joe Williams 
ne 600 th ext 60 days + two weeks later Glenna Calloway’s | Frieda Fishbein Irving Miils WNEW Artists Bureau 
to reach 6 within e nex < ‘Words and Music’ was jerked by | Bert le Foyer ; M illlam Morris WOR Program Service 
Foster organization has already , “ | General Amusement Corp Harry Morton Harold Ward 
Id to Grov Laborat ries Mutual. The station did not come! Fye Gincher John Moses Wilson, Powell & Hayward 
rvice roves Lz y 3 ¢ : ‘ be , yws 
me av ; . Beck Howe to terms until the threat to pull all | Joseph Glaser Roger E. Murrel Charles Yates 
' uinir ris y yordon & Willlfam } ne roadcas . 
jaan —— B te t (Four Mutual remotes was made. diet iniccsemcnnaan attenal Sreadenetmg Oo. 
+ gage ll oye ‘ as 7 my For the past two or three i) 
M ay Co *~ a pa S pans adi ° “s WSIX has had a working agreement E 
oo ie ped toned i go ‘ ’ } with the musicians union. This | Artists’ Agency Menifee I. Johnstone Columbla Management of Calif 
vertisers in ° art ta i Cald Proposed ‘Old Home Week’ stunt agreement expired on Dec. 5, 1940, | Associated Artists Walter Kane Charles Kenneth Feldman 
est ~ Ra ee act cam br +. er dll on the Kate Smith broadcast this | and since that time the union has at- | | Belli he oan phone 4 a eee nay ge eed 
nal _ yoir “tis ndv Stanley Be P <e ” *hi serg-Ber enbe 
oo. Ca +ter’ “Li tle I iv : Pills —— |Friday (28) has been postponed until | tempted to get station to sign up. | Beyer & MacArthur Al Kingston Sam Howard & Associates 
-O., Carter's Little Liver Ss. | ote . Abb d| Under contract signed this week | Flo Browne Paul Kohner Richard A, Monter-Fdward M. Gray 
In explaining the development of SPER Sh DONS SUS ASNe oe | by George Cooper, president of the | 7v0 (arc! & Associates =» Karl Kramer National Broadcasting Co. 
: re chaage - fe, i Lou Costello aren’t free to come onto, -7 7", per, pres nt Of the | Lee Chadwick Joon Lancaster Richard K. Pollmer 
this plan Foster said, ‘Radio adver- |! New York from Hollywood until Nashville Association of Musicians, | William B, Charney Leon O, Lance Jack Pomeroy 
tisers have a right for a more defi- |; : ; te and J. M. Draughn of WSIX the sta- | J; 5: Rex Cole Howard Lang Dorothy S. Preble 
; hese |then. ‘Aldrich Family’ was to be} © ; lei ; | Ruth Collier Lang-Pam Rebecca & Silton 
nite check on performance than the . d ay. | tion will audition various members | Conlon-Armstrong Abraham Lehr Richardson 
A ; ‘ . part of the reunion and the appeal , ‘ . , * . 
station managers word. No adver~ f thi h likewis b |, of the union this week and from the Mike Connolly Ted Lesser Joe Rivkin 
tis ions a —— 1 d ance of this act has likewise been ‘ . Hallam Cooley uC Leaves het Seah 
tiser wou d pay or the smallest ad- put off until the 21st. group choose its musical director. | Lydia Crow Lichtig & Englander James lL, Saphier 
vertisment in the most obscure pub- eo ‘ ~~ he |It is believed new pact calls for | Frank T. Davis William Liebling Floyd H. Schenk 
licati rithout seeing proof of per- cae SO Reety cee Oh about f hestra, the small- | {2% Dembling Liebling-Wood Max Shagrin 
een Wins Sees - of per- Coast have interfered with the com- | 200ut four man orchestra, the small- | Richard Donaldson A. & S. Lyons Melville A. Shauer 
formance. Advertisers check their . stello’s | eSt used by any local station. Betty Fairfax John MeCormick Jack Sherrill 
billboards, magazine and newspapers pletion of Abbott and areeres he | WSM will renew its eg with | Famous Artists Corp. MacQuarri¢ Louis Shurr 
get elle ati . a ~ | latest picture, ‘Oh, Charlie.’ The sg Miss C Feldman-Blum Corp. MCA Artists Arthur Silber 
Now, advertisers through this ser- comics are returning to Hollywood the union in March. WLAC already | William Fleck Gene Mann Edward Thompson 
tn - hec the smalle _ - “ fs zs . “ne > y¢ pe | Freddie Fralick Milo M Marchetti! Small 
co See © eck the smalle at spot in shortly after their New York broad- | has renewed its pact, namin gC harles | (0 rge Frank Marty Martyn Sonathes Suith 
the most remote community. least and will do four more shows | Pe as musical director for the Ja *k Gardner ay . Marx Frank Stempel 
‘TTA _ wer ot : A ° 2c 4: i Bruce Gear en 3 ifore tosalie Stews 
Under the current policy of vir- | with Miss Smith from the westcoast, | fourth consecutive year . | Mitchell Gerts a acai y “inh ‘ 
tually every radio station in the U.S. | starting March 28. Latter will at the | —— | Nat C. Goldstone Walter Meyers Rudy Vallee Orchestra Units 
idawite “6 rniche ; age » m Noll Gurney Vallace Middleton A. George Volck 
affiday its are furnished the time sa time work out her program tie | M ron n Kirk | With Schurr | Mitchell J. Hamilburg enall’ Uantaaiers Fassia in” Wadowacth 
buyer as proof of performance. Hav-|up with Paramount, while Abbott | Hayward-Deverich William Morris Granville Walker 
ing held executive posts in the in- | and Costello will start work on their : | named —* eee P = pe Wallis 
ao a wa . " " e ot . ' 43 ‘THT 2 ee | = = wawarc y rry N¢ or l 
dustry for nearly 20 years I know | new Universal production, ‘We're in Myron Kirk, last with Sherman K, } Walter Herzbrun Olenick-Gold Paul Wilkins 
, ° , , y . y’ . : oO j Itror O' Rellly ’ , illgo 
how the affidavit system has wensane ; the Navy Now. aaa Ellis, formerly with Ruthrauff & on. erwin = tr » Bcd oe lly Renry Wile n 
oe For instance, a pile of af- Smith-Hope Visits | Ryan, has been placed in charge of | Mrs. Jessie Hirach Pantages Harry Wurtzel 
rsh is furnished the executive ve te i | radio program produc‘ion depart- Bill Woolfenden 
who signs ollywood, Feb. 25. 


ment of Louis Schurr office. 


Bob Hope will swap guest shots Lester Schurr. 


: 7 : Will work with 
with Kate Smith during latter’s four- | 


CHICAGO 

































































P ; . . | Tes] Clu ligeg a Jationa oadcasti: 
skedded station, to know that each week pitch here for inclusion of ieee wr. ms dee cory Sy _ugaamealiaas 
affidavit he signs is 100% accurate. dramatic excerpts from Paramount Prime Craig ae W. M. Ellsworth William Morris Pearl Roos 

‘He believes that the information Pictures. Tee-offer is ‘Las Vegas Radio rights to ‘Craig Kennedy’ Bunaeis tame Corp > ag ye: oe 
is correct and the advertiser has had Nights’ March 21, followed succes- | detective novels have been obtained — — —— — 
to accept his belief. With our pro- Sively by ‘The Roundup,’ “Road to’ }y alan Lipscott and E. Parke Levy, 
posed service no advertiser need be , Zanzibar’ and ‘I Wanted W ngs.’ . former writers on the Ben Bernie NBC’s Arm Calls 
s0 naive. He receives written re- No date has been set for Mis: and other air shows. Scriveners are y 
ports showing programs preceding Smith's repayment of Hope’s call in preparing adaptations of the stories 
his spot and product advertised, the | ‘Zanzibar.’ for agency presentation. Randolph Field, Tex., Feb. 25. 
oe eg = the gyri Yarns of ve —r a de- The National Broadcasting Co.'s RAP CONTESTS 
rertised and whether any an- ‘i ective were by Arthur B. Reeves. ; : 
nouncements other than his were | Jean Ellington Returns pega pa Levy obtained rights wo Turing Unie Epent Te per 
sandwiched between thes programs. | Jean Ellington, who retired from from his daughter, Peggy, of Tren- | Week here and originated two broad- 
On chain programs we watch for | cing ting two years ago after being ton, N. J. |casts from the ‘West Point of the 
program aero: competitive married, is returning to radio. She — ——- | Air.’ The first on Wednesday (19) Detroit, Feb. 25. 
announcements before and after: worked a number of NBC com-| | was when ‘Spin and Win with Jimmy ie 
sneak announcements on_ stations ee (firs glad a Max Karl as Spokesman | Flynn’ was aired from the Post thea- Whether radio contests have any 
breaks and local: announcers antici- Singer auditioned for a spot on a . . Minneapolis, Feb. 25 _|tre in the Administration building. | value as far as attaining general good 
pating network cues, and so on.’ new CBS show last week. | Max Karl, WCCO ec ducational di- The second was on Friday (21) when | will has been reflected in widespread 
‘Assignments are forwarded from | Rochen enka howe a | PECtOr, has been invited to repre-'the NBC mobile unit presented its | controversy in the newsp - letter 
a eee > 9} Ni tad . | sent WCCO and the Columbia Broad- a eg A eee ere ay i ae weer = 
the National Radio Checking Ser- | Couche as N.A.B. Chairman | ; mee ok ie tesiaemeell Friday Night Army Show from here. | }5x columns here. What set off the 
oe Allies Geers Swareies to the | Saas ao. | casting System at the inauguration) For the latter Lester O’Keefe Ot | cour was ane writes declarine he had 
checkers for the following week. | Seattle, Feb. 25. | of J. L. McCorison, new president | wRC was in charge of the produc-| javer hear peat ee 
. Big nen S C. E. Couche, promotion and ad- | of Yankton college, Yankton, S. D. r at Flaherty | uever heard of a single winner in a 
Forms are returned each weekend ae : = , ’ »|tlon. Hoyt Andres and Pat Flaherty|, ary 
aa iin alee gees . aie vertising manager of KOIN and/| this week. >d in th | contest turning out to be anyone he 
and n placed in the hands of the wate toe heen mamed ehatvens f it ea: ‘ ae | of the WOAT staff assisted in the an- knew. He also said that he had 
subscriber by the Wednesday fol. | KSLE. has been named chairman 0 He will participate in a radio nouncing duties. This was the! . 4. ; ; ot eg ae 
parte Nici omasisth: dian, ma te the sales managers division of the panel broadcast in which religion. | mobile unit’s 10th stop. Jrerperdon on Fp poe for FERS waite 
Sieniched os snerial service’ local district of the National Asso- | education, radio and the press will Both shows were announced by out getting the slightest nod o1 — 
ae ee a ciation of Broadcasters. be represented. The discussion will] Bob Stanton of NBC. From here | 7% 22Y of his friends cash in on the 
Fi said that at the beginning} (Couche has been with the KOIN-| be on the topic ‘Institutio 1 feng inns “sition eg teh nig here | thousan is of prizes. 
P aaueeem aie te ae saci ae , : e on the topic ‘Institutions of De-| the two units go to Fort Bliss, Texas. | 
ya sana med = “rs KALE organization since 1932. ‘mocracy in Wartime.’ ' ; | His letter flushed out several De- 
“08 —— creps es, soothes th - si — ————__—— wae ——— i troit contest winners who said the 
ue 2 A b, <a ‘ ‘i : — + 9 | had picked up small vw gs, one 
r nis lume has been gradu- P : 
comers <| Stanton Staff Develops ‘An 80% s Return’ \xirsieesa ones 
cep sheclangpe ae ee a Aa A ] | soring contests would get into a] } 
een found on some of the nations | for using the mails to defraud if the 
le; i tat ns and where they contests were faked. 
V ne ST Awnecte ste! > = 
cee’ On Mail Study; Other . Aspects Unique | cies i. 
Foste d advertisers subserihing | writers turned out to be the s = 
é cee eee eee eee | ee ee grapers because they had failed to 
“ pentlgaeihhngs Pegpinies PeORiveS rebates | win and there never had been any 
ona etched ph poreieter Pring | New audience and coverage study recently com- every county; t.e., on the percentage of all radio fami-| Winners ‘we knew.’ Several declared 
, ee eesne OF repret 2rOm Sta- | pleted by the Columbia Broadcasting System repre- lies who report listening to the station once a week or| they were off the products sponsor- 
an scat and representatives. | sents a technique embracing many claimed unique as- _ oftener. ing the contests. 
big + servi oi ae -# based on volume pects. Greatest of these is the fact that after repeated This may not seem an important point until you real- 
anc is Bann ed only as insurance for experiments Frank Stanton, CBS Director of Research, ize that most other studies depend on such a loose 
adverti rs. Foster reasons that con- | and his staff has produced the first mail study ‘ever definition of coverage as ‘regular’ listening. We dis- Steeden, Inc., Dissolves 
sident si Milage 4 hcl ~ |to achieve an overall 80% response’ with each return, covered that ‘regular’ listening means different things Albany. Feb. 23. 
: “nly abe tan al i Op? for | further, identified by name, address and type ol to different people Our study, on the other hand, is Peter Van Stecdan, ine of New 
ire, | family.’. Columbia points out that a 20% return in any based on a definition of listening (‘at least once a) yo k. | ‘ Po Maen tved Pa rs 
| mail study is generally considered very good and that week’) which means exactly the same thing to every- | ¢ : h ee — sh hig 
NBC on one mail study got less than ve sad body. rear eHect we ie wee 
BRANDT AIDES NORTON In a letter of explanation to CBS statior s last week 4. First coverage study based on a complete family | “y wing 4 hPa 8 “4 io re h he 
Otto Brandt has become assistant | Stanton summarized four major points herein the report Of the station listening habits of the entire | hi Hy Wii egg ye tte) . 
to John rH. Norton, Jr., manager of | new CBS mail study is unique. They are: family, not merely of the person answering the ques- | Attorne bye — page a on : a ‘ on 
station relations for the NBC-blue | 1. First coverage study in radio whose audience data tions. -~ ery =? — — ‘sag 
network. ;come not only from each county in the United States, CBS will not officially release its new data for | bart of the Fred Allen program. 
Brandt, who has been doing pro- | but from each population center within every county some time. In the meantime Columbia salesmen have | 
motion work in the department, re- | in the United States. to be instructed in its significance. Emphasis upon J. H. Ryan, general manager of 
places Lee Jahncke, Jr., who recent- | 2. First coverage study bas« ot on a proper cross &e¢ net circulation as against the more conventional ‘pri- | WSPD, Toledo. is on a 10-day tour 
ly was summoned by the Navy to tion of the radio audience by income levels. ary’ type of data will be made and research merits | of the Fort Industry Co. stations in 

- active duty as a lieutenant, junior; 3. First study of network pair's station coverage ba ietail ballot form, uniform distribution, every | Atlanta. Wheeling ar Fair nt 

grade, on the actual weekly circulation each stati has 4 unty statistically stands upon its own bottoms, ete, : W. Va., and Zanesville and Lima O 
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SHOWMANSHIP IN’ RELIGION 


- Eastman’s Suggestions for Shows | re Ay ARE 








eats Wisp 
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(Recently, Prof. Fred Eastman, of the Chicago Theological Sem-| 
inary, made a detailed study of network religious broadcasts. As| 
fruit of his studies he forwarded to NBC and CBS the following 
outline for possible radio programs with a religious-democracy em-| 
phasis. He speaks of his several proposals as all falling under the 


general classification of ‘The Spiritual Roots.of Democracy’ —Ed.) 


1. A Series on ‘Spiritual History of the Human Race’ 

















Aim: To make the public more aware of our heritage. We are, as Walter 
Lippmann says, ‘children of a high destiny, in the line of great men | 
who performed great deeds, members of the noble company through- 
out the centuries who had faith when men were hopeless, who forti- 
fied reason against unreason, vindicated justice against violence...’ 


Sources: The lives of saints and martyrs (and not a few sinners) who have 
proclaimed liberating ideas and defended them against the forces of 
ignorance, bigotry, and tyranny. Among such lives are Socrates, Pjato, | 
Aristotle, Moses, David, Isaiah, Amos, Jesus, Paul, Stephen, Augustine, | 
St. Francis of Assisi, Dante, Milton, Locke, Jefferson, Lincoln. 

Method: Biographical dramas, presenting scenes from critical periods of 
their lives, when they were under attack for their ideas. Much the} 
same method that NBC now uses in its ‘Cavalcade of America’ series, | 
but on a vaster scale. 


| °2. A Series on the ‘War of Ideas’ 


Aim: To make vivid the basic ideas which are now in conflict—the ideas 
underlying democracy on the one hand and totalitarianism on the) 
other. To take but one example, democracy is based upon the idea_ 
that man has worth and dignity which no power on earth has the, 
right to violate; totalitarianism is based on the idea that man is but a 
pawn of the state. 


Sources: The philosophies and theologies of the ages, as interpreted by | 
their leading exponents, University and Seminary faculties to col- | 
laborate. 

Method: Debates, panel discusgjons, public forums. A typical question to 
be discussed: To whom does man belong—to himself, to the state, or 
to God? 


—" — é . T . - 3 | 
| 3. A Series on the ‘Good Life for Mankind 

Aim: To lift the horizons of listeners until they see above and beyond the | 
troubles of the moment to the ideal democratic society as envisioned | 
by the seers and prophets. 

Sources: The literature of the Ideal Society, from Plato’s Republic, Jesus’ 
teachings concerning the Kingdom of God, John’s Vision of the Holy 
City, and Augustine’s City of God, to James Hilton’s Lost Horizon 
and John MacMurray’s Creative Society. 


Method: Dramatizations, coupled with interpretations and discussions by 
modern philosophers and social scientists. 


| 4A Series on ‘Builders of Tomorrow —| 























Aim: To give recognition and appreciation to the men and women who 
are laboring to bring order out of the world’s chaos, beauty out of its 
ugliness, good will out of its hatreds. 

Sources: Lives of contemporary (or recent) broad-gauged missionaries, 
social workers, teachers, doctors, business men and others. Lists of 
religious workers doing significant work in difficult flelds could be 
furnished by Federal Council of Churches, Home Missions Council, 
etc.; of social workers by their national association or by the Survey 
Graphic; Catholic and Jewish workers by their national societies. But 
the series should include also outstanding laymen who may not have 
any ecclesiastical connection. 

Method: Dramatizations showing such men and women at work, and 
bringing out, also, the sources of their inspiration and _ sustained | 
enthusiasm. 


| 5. A Series on ‘Communities Reborn’ | 








Aim: To inspire dead or lethargic communities to new life by picturing 
other communities which have risen from the dead. More often than 
not the rebirth has come about by the unselfish and at times heroic 
leadership of some individual—a young minister, school superinten- 
dent, community nurse, or socially-minded layman—who discovers a 
way to meet some community need and persuades his fellow citizens 
to rally around. 

Sources: Religious and social workers’ magazines, newspaper accounts, 
Rotary, Kiwanis, and other civie and social organizations. 

Method: Dramatizations, interviews, panel discussions. 

A Series on ‘New Lives for OM” | 
| 6. A Series on ‘New Lives for | 





Aim: To give new hope to men and women broken or frustrated in the 
battles of life by relating the actual stories of other such men and 
women who have re-integrated their lives and found useful places 
in society. 

Sources: Hospitals for mental healing; clinical psychologists; social work- 
ers; ministers; doctors. The statement of purpose of the Elgin State 
Hospital, for example, reads, ‘This is a hospital dedicated by the State 
of Illinois to the welfare of its people for their relief and restoration, | 
a place of hope for the healing of mind, body, and spirit, where many 
find health and happiness again.’ Such institutions have hundreds of | 
records of old lives made new. While many individuals will prefer to 
remain anonymous they are so grateful for their new life that they 
will, to help others, share their experience. 


| 7. A Series on ‘Crises of Democracy) 











Aim: To help the public to an understanding of the present crisis by 
portraying similar crises in history. While no two are exactly alike, 
the underlying issues are often strikingly similar. For example, the 
conquests of Hitler can be compared with the Arab and Turkish in- 
vasions of Europe, and the later conquests of Napoleon. Or the per- 
secutions of the Jews in Poland today with their treatment by the 
Romans in the days of Caesar Augustus, or by the Egyptians, Assyri- 
ans, and Babylonians in the days of their domination over Israel, 

Source: The historians of Universities and Seminaries. 

Method: Dramatizations, coupled with interpretations by historians. 
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Present Emphasis Upon ‘De- 
mocracy’ Ties In With Re- 
ligious Elements — what} 
Clergymen Should and | 
Should Not Say on the Air | 


—Production Suggestions 


Made by Seminary Pro-) 


fessor | 


’CASTERS ARE WARY 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 

In a quiet, little-reported way re- 
ligious leaders are giving much 
thought to radio and how it might 
be used to counteract present-day 
irreligious tendencies. The problem 
of using radio, these leaders realize, 
is a problem of resolving sectarian 
differences, of working out practical 
ways and means to carry the message 
and not conflict with the broadcast- 
ing industry's oft-burned aversion to 
high-pressure evangelism. In essence, 
it is a problem of religious showman- 
ship and planning. 

Rev. Frank Nelson, of the Lake- 





has formulated what he calls a ‘Re- 
ligious Broadcasters Code (see ad- 
joining column) while Fred Eastman, 
a professor at the Chicago Theo- | 
logical Seminary, has set forth his | 
thinking on the subject of religious | 
programming in considerable detail. 

Reflective clergymen apparently | 
see religion as a third point in a) 
public morale triangle, with democ- 


racy and radio as the other two | 


‘assumptions’ for the radio program 
he outlines (in adjoining columns). 
His basic assumptions as communi- 


| cated to VARIETY are: | 


Democracy and Armaments | 
1. Democracy cannot be preserved 
by armaments alone. Its chief de- 
fense must always lie in the minds 
and hearts of the people. They must 
know what it is, where it came from, 
and how indispensable it is to their 
freedom and development. 
2. Yet such knowledge is not 
enough. Appreciation must rise to 


ithe heights of affection. People will 


strive to preserve what they love. 

3. Radio in general, and the na- 
tional networks in particular, have 
no higher function in the present 
world-crisis than to increase this 
knowledge and appreciation. The| 
most powerful techniques of radio 
should be employed, and its best 
executive abilities and artistic tal- 
ents enlisted, to this end. If democ- 
racy falls, the national networks of 


| radio will degenerate into mouth- 


pieces of a fascist state. 

4. Democracy has religious roots. 
Its basic concept is the worth and 
dignity ef man. This concept is also 
basie in the religions of the western 
world—Hellenic, Hebrew, and Chris- 
tian. 

Religious Ideals 

8 Therefore. any thorough-going 
presentation of the history and 
values of democracy will include 
these religious roots. And it will also 
include the contemporary workings 
of the religious ideals in the lives of 
citizens and communities 

6. The programs should be en- 
tirely non-sectarian and should have 
value as well as 


their popularity. 

7. The cooperation of the major 
religious bodies and of the colleges 
and universities will be gladly given. 

Broadcasters have long been wary 


'of many religious broadcasters be- 


cause of the abuse and misuse of 
their facilities made in the past by 
the zealots. Additionally, the aver- | 
age broadcaster fears like the plague 
programs of whatever nature that 
are deemed dull to most people and 
hence are likely to denude a station 
of its audience. Church programs 
have often been guaranteed airwave- 
emptiers. The recognition of this 
fact now. it seems, extends beyond 
the commercial radio industry to 
churchmen themselves 


The fundamental purpose of religious radio, is to build up faith. 


Therefore: 


1. The religious broadcaster shall not employ the microphone to 


build up his own church. 
2. The religious broadcaster sha 


ll not use radio for the purpose of 


attacking the tenets of another faith. 


3. The religious broadcaster shall not engage in derogatory remarks 
about religious leaders with whom he may disagree. 
4. The religious broadcaster must not become a victim of unscrip- 


tural philosophies concerning race 


5. The religious broadcaster must take into consideration the fact 


that he is not speaking to his con 
group. He cannot use some of the 
his own people. 


gregation but a much more diverse 
vocabulary which ne employs with 


6. The religious broadcaster must not assume that his listeners are 
interested in what he is going to say. While there is an incurable 
religious instinct there is not natural religious atmosphere. 

7. The religious broadcaster must not use elements in his program 
that are likely to be ill timed and out of place. Prayer at the be- 
ginning of a program in conventional church services may well be re- 


served until the end when an atm 


osphere has been developed for it. 


8. The broadcaster will not speak into the microphone as if he were 


exhorting his people in high and 


impassioned tones but will rather 


speak conversationally in a natural tone of voice as if he were giving 


counsel in his study, talking to o 


ne of his parishioners or engaging 


in soul-clinical work. For this reason the use of the regular radio’ 
studio is recommended. Remote control broadcasts (programs picked 
up in the chancel or auditorium) are apt to convey distance and aloof- 
ness as well as distortions and unseemly pauses. 


9. The religious broadcaster must at all times remain relaxed or 
else his nervousness will be transmitted to his listeners. The ear is 
quick to detect emotion and much more able to discern insecurity than 
the eye. A man may speak from the pulpit and cover up his disquieti- 
tude about difficulties under which he is laboring by raising his voice 
with a show of confidence or by gestures designed to distract atten- 
tion, whereas over the microphone the slightest anxiety or haste, the 
least worry or fretfulness can be detected easily. The ear is more 
sensitive than the eye since its first appeal is to the imagination which 
amplifies out of all proportion those defects. 

10. The religious broadcaster should not be required to pay for the 
use of the facilities of radio, There are many reasons for this, chief 
among which is the fact that a premium is placed upon the particular 
doctrine of the broadcaster who has financial resources. This is apt to 
produce a lack of harmony when it comes to the true motive of reli- 


gious broadcasting, namely: the bu 


ilding up of faith in God. 


A Religious Radio Council, consisting of representatives of various 
denominations and sects could well divide their available time, subject 


to the requirements of good radio 


as defined by the stations involved. 








AT PALM SPRINGS 
Radio Writers Turn Out Scripts at 
California Desert Resort 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Three Procter & Gamble radio 
writers are currently at Palm 
Springs, Cal., for indeterminate 
work-vacation visits. All are con- 
tinuing to author their shows, send- 
ing the scripts east and leaving pro- 
duction details to associates. 

Last week’s arrival was Sandra 
Michael (‘Against the Storm’ and 
‘Lone Journey’). Already estab- 
lished here were Orin Tovrov (‘Ma 
Perkins’) and Carl Bixby (‘Life Can 
Be Beautiful’). Miss Michael intends 
staying a month, or until the cold 
weather ends back east, Plans of the 
others are indefinite. 


PHILLY BULLETIN 
ASKS FM LICENSE 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
The Evening Bulletin, Philly’s 
largest and most conservative news- 
paper, last week filed an application 
with the Federal Communications 








Commission for a permit to erect a 
frequency modulation station here 
The move was considered significant 
here since the Bulletin, until com- 


paratively recently, had a rabid anti- 
radio policy. The change in attitude 
was also notewortny since Major 
Robert McLean, president of the 
Bulletin Company, is also head of 
the Associated Press. 


The Bulletin’s action is in line 


with the more liberal trend taken by 
AP newspapers and the news service 
itself toward the rival medium. 

The application with the FCC was 
filed by a Bulletin subsidiary, the 
Gibraltar Service Corp., Philadel- 
phia. the officers of which are iden- 
tical with that of the newspaper. 


JOHN CONRAD IN ARMY 
St. Louis, Feb. 25. 
John Conrad, former gabber and 
public relations director at KWK, 
returned here last week, wound up 
his affairs and joined the U. S. A. at 


Leavenworth, Kans. 


After leaving St. Louis, Conrad 


was promotion manager at WSAI, 
and a member of the public relat- 
taff at WLW. He is 28. 


10nSs 


RADIO COURT 
TRYS' SERIALS, 
CLAIMS  ¢ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Minneapolis Parent-Teachers’ as- 
sociation has launched a ‘radio court’ 
to put various programs and broad- 
| cast features on ‘trial.’ Representa- 
| tives of stations and advertising 
| agencies, appearing as witnesses, are 
| grilled by association members who 
utilize the occasion to give vent to 
their opinions regarding ether waves’ 
| entertainment and advertising. 
| Sentiments voiced during the 
; court’s first session made it plain 
| that the local PTA is not altogether 
| pleased with some of the programs 
| their children hear over the radio. 
| Particular fault was found with the 
| blood and thunder dramatizations. 








A complaint by one woman was 
that her son gets so scared after one 
of these programs that She has to 
accompany him from room to room 

Exaggerated advertising claims 
ralso came in for a panning. But Dr. 
A. R. Root, Knox Reeves advertising 
agency research man, insisted that 
‘no claims are made on the radio 
which can’t be substantiated by com- 
petent authority.’ 

In reply to a complaint from some 
of the women that, instead of ‘adult 
type’ programs, the radio is serving 
}up numerous ‘watery serials,’ Dr. 
Root said that ‘programs must suit 
a wide diversity of interest and 
| tastes and that radio’s nature pre- 
vents selection of an audience.’ 
Other ‘witnesses’ were Carl Burk- 
| tand of WCCO and H. K. Painter of 
| Hutchinson Advertising agency. 
| Mrs. J. R. Towne, ‘court judge,’ 
said the sessions would continue as 
‘the need arises.’ She explained that 
PTA unit chairmen are acting as a 
‘grand or investigating body’ and di- 
rect radio chairmen as ‘petit or trial 
body.” 


_ | 


Davidson Taylor of CBS did a 
piece on ‘Good Radio’ for the March 
ie of Theatre Arts. 
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‘GAY NINETIES REVUE’ 
With Joe E. Howard, Beatrice Kay, 


Billy M. Greene, Four Clubmen, 
Florodora Girls, Ray Bloch orches- 
tra 

25 Mins. 


U. S. TOBACCO 

Monday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Kudner) 

Long a Columbia sustainer and 
enjoving the reported top popularity 
rating of all the web's sustainers, 
‘Gay Nineties Revue’ makes an ideal 
package for U. S. Tobacco, which has 
more or less consistently identified 
itself with Americana, nostalgia, old 
timey-small timey hoke. This 25 
minutes (8:55 goes to Elmer Davis 
for news summary) has the speed of 
a fast vaudeville show. The trap- 
pings of the former generation are 
sketched briefly but do not become 
cumbersome, either caption-wise or | 
complication-wise. 

What made the inaugural program | 
under commercial auspices memor- 
able were the performances, first, of 
the many-sided, versatile Beatrice 
Kay and second, of the remarkable 
oldtimer, Joe E. «Howard, going 
strong in his seventies. It is good 
to those who remember the old show | 
biz to hear an artist like Miss Kay 
enrich and embellish a song into a | 
personality display that is the es- 
sence of good entertainment, and a 
blessed relief after the downpour of | 
quiz programs. 

Miss Kay romped home with Eva 
Tanguay’s old classic, ‘I Don’t Care.’ | 
Hers was the same kind of pep and | 
projection. 
the burlesque rendition of ‘Take | 
Back Your Gold,’ Miss Kay attested | 
her scope, while her verbal exchange | 
with Billy M. Green as ‘Chuck and | 
Poil—or boy meets goil’ was breezy | 
crossfire. 

Howard gave out, with perfect | 
diction and breath control, a high- 
speed old piece bearing the strange- 
sounding title, ‘The Handicap March.’ | 
The authority of his performance | 
shone forth from start to finish. | 
These were troupers! 

Greene’s comicking and the sev- | 
eral strong items from the Four | 
Clubmen and the Florodora Girls all 
belonged and blended, as did the | 
lively, bouncey music of Ray Bloch. | 

Columbia rings the bell with this 

istainer - gone - glamorous-with-a- 
bankroller. Networks sell programs 
infrequently. The occasion, and 
when as successful within its pur- | 
pew as this, rates marginal annota- | 
on, Land. 


DWARD R. MURROW | 

alk 
20 Mins. 
Monday, 7:40 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Columbia’s London chief, scholarly | 
Edward R. Murrow, is now doing a 
series for the British, too. He’s heard | 
once every two weeks explaining | 
Yankeedom to this country. It’s | 
mostly background stuff, the peculi- 
arities of American politics, etc. 

Sure to attract attention here at 
this time Murrow, a fine experienced 
speaker, would be more intelligently 
used by BBC if heard oftener than 
once a fortnight, 


‘cise and rather persuasive. 


| have 
establish a home in a one-room New | 





BUDDY CLARK 

*‘Treat-Time’ 

With John Duffy, Frank Kettering 
Orch, John Weigal 

15 Mins. 

ARMOUR 

M-W-F, 11 a.m. 


| WABC-CBS, New York 


(Lord & Thomas) 
Standard variety show pattern 1s 
varied on this new series by adding 
an adaptation of sentimental daytime 


drama. Result is a curious blend 
that’s neither one thing nor the 
other. Show is expertly produced 


and performed, but its success seems 
uncertain. It’s obviously supposed to 
appeal to the femmes, but those who 
like drama would presumably choose 
the straight serials, while those who 
like music would probably prefer it 
unadulterated. And, not to be 
ignored, ‘Treat-Time’ clearly in- 


i volves a heavier investment than the 
| average serial show. 


Initial program Monday (24) morn- 
ing consisted of two smoothly han- 


dled vocals by Buddy Clark, a mod- 


Frank 
with a 


number by 
orchestra, 


swingy 
small 


erately 
Kettering’s 


| ponderously romantic episode from 


the life of Chopin as the meat of the 
stanza. For sheer tremolo stuff, the 
latter out-hoked the hoke serials. 


| John Duffy's playing of Chopin back- 


ground music was a relieving note. 
John Weigal is announcer-m.c. for 
the series. There were two com- 
mercials on the debut edition, the 
first being straight, reasonably con- 
Second, 
following immediately on the dra- 
matic bit, opened with a pertinent 


Later in the show, with | and therefore surprising wisecrack, | 


and was otherwise effectively writ- 
ten. 
& Co. to plug its canned meat prod- 
uct, Treet. It originates in Chicago. 


Hobe. 
MARGARET and GORDON MUNRO 
Dramatic 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 


Daily, 11 a.m. 
WJZ, New York 

Rather pleasant light comedy 
serial fashioned much along lines of 
the ‘Blondie’ stories in films. Should 
hold its own in the pre-midday field. 
Revolves about domestic life of 
young married couple, referred to as 
Margaret and Gordon Munro, who 
just arrived from Kansas to 


York apartment. Gordon has a job 
on the N. Y. Morning Star. 

Stanza caught dealt with a letter 
about ‘Uncle.’ Margaret thinks that 
‘Uncle’ is very unhappy back in 
Kansas and would like to bring him 


on to N. Y. Gordy protests there | 


isn’t room for ‘Uncle’ in a one-room 
apartment, pointing out that ‘Uncle’ 
wouldn’t even be able to wag his 
tail without creating untold havoc. 
Yes, ‘Uncle’ is a Great Dane. And 
the letter from home goes on to say 
how ‘Uncle’ has spoiled tulip beds, 
ruined sheets and knocked the gro- 
cer’s delivery boy off his bicycle. 
Damage is so extensive that Marga- 
ret insists it would be cheaper to 
keep ‘Uncle’ in New York than back 
home. 

Strictly folksy material, with the 
couple handling lines capably. 

Mori. 


Show is sponsored by Armour | 


| ‘CARNIVAL FOR BRITAIN’ 
With Gertrude Lawrence, C. B. Coch- 
ran, Vivien Leigh, Laurence 
| Oliver (brief portion) 
| Music Hall, Radio City 
| Three Hours, 35 Mins. 
WNEW, New York 
| Not since the benefit for American 


flood sufferers three years ago has | 


there been an event like that which 
was staged after midnight last Fri- 
day (21) in the same spot. Because 
of network regulations (time, policy, 
ASCAP situation, etc.) the show was 
not coast, so it 


broadcast coast to 


became a natural for WNEW, an all- 


night station, in New York. 
For radio listeners the kick of pro- 
gram was at the very start, a two- 


| way conversation between  person- 
alities in London and on the stage 
,at the Music Hall. Gertrude Law- 
rence spoke from this end while 


'Charles B. Cochran, Vivien Leigh, 
Laurence Olivier and the _ Lord 
Mayor of London were clearly heard 
|from an underground station in the 
| English metropolis. When ‘Cocksie’s’ 
| hearty voice was heard, tears welled 
|in the eyes of many show-wise list- 
| eners. 

It was to have been a three-way 
| broadcast, finaleing with Hollywood. 
| That part was announced and Holly- 
| wood was asked to come in but re- 
mained silent. Those running the 
show and the broadcast were puz- 
zled but somebody had forgotten to 
explain that L. A. was cancelled. 
Said Miss Lawrence: ‘Hell Cocky’ to 
which the cheerful London show- 
| man replied: ‘How are you, Gertie, 
my dear.’ (There was no mention 
by name of Miss Lawrence’s present 
triumph in ‘Lady in The Dark’). 


The absence of the Coast portion of 
the program may have disappointed 
some but the weight of performance 
as it went into stride later in the 
morning, as detailed elsewhere in 
this issue, made the audience and 
listeners forget the lapse. One por- 
tion of the show was excluded from 
the broadcast intentionally. That was 
| ‘Information, Please,’ kept out evi- 
|dently by orders from the sponsor. 
|It was augmented for the occasion 
| however, by the leading participants 





—John Kieran, Franklin P. Adams 
and Oscar Levant. In the interim 
WNEW took over at the _ studio, 


where there was entertainment and 
an appeal to enlist in the cause by 
buying an enameled pin to aid 
|British civilian relief. Disks and 
tunes of British flavor (Ambrose, 
| Hylton, ‘Berkeley Square’) appropri- 
ately backgrounded this portion. 

Show credits were studiously de- 
| leted when artists from Broadway 
|attractions went on the air. That 
| seemed drawing the line too fine and 
| whether it was the station or some 
|}one in the various committees who 
| slapped on the ban was not indicated. 
|The program was poor 
terms of production, good in terms 
| of names. 


The lack of rehearsal, confusion, 
|and general symptoms of the ‘benefit’ 
| were evident. Phe motive excused 
| the quality of the broadcast, the hesi- 
| tations, feed-backs and other faults. 
Ibee. 








| 








radio in| 


| were the words of Washington 


‘GEORGE WASHINGTON’ 
With Orson Welles 

30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WNEW, New York. 





| air-waves, 


Only from the studio production 
angle was the Orson Welles one- 
time half-hour shot as George Wash- 
ington okay. It was timely (George 
Washington's birthday). It shied 
clear of hokum and overly ambitious 
sound effects. 

But there was a flaw. 
but 
the voice was the voice of Orson 
Welles. It was an overly-smooth, 
unctious voice that came across the 
letter-perfect and well- 
oiled. Only by the widest stretch of 
the imagination could it be taken to 


be the voice of the first President of | 


|'the United States. It lacked sincerity 


| 


and conviction. Any one of a score 
of other well-rehearsed actors might 


| have been doing it. In this instance 


|'it was too obviously Welles. 


| 





| have 


When Welles” stepped ‘out 


The words | 


————= 


LEWIS CASSON 
‘Curtain Up’ 

45 mins. 

Friday, 7:40 p.m, 
BBC, London 
To actor-producer Lewis Casson 
falls this series of talks about the 
theatre and descriptive excerpts from 
stage plays. Lecture hall atmosphere 


and length, 45 minutes, makes ‘edy- 
cational’ theme unlikely to hold 
them. 

Partnering Frank O’Connor, one. 


time director of Abbey Theatre, Dub.’ 
lin, Casson Skillfully selected Pas 
sages from plays to carry his opine 
|ions, using snatches from ‘MacBeth,’ 
Coward’s ‘Private Lives’ and ‘Peer 
| Gynt.” Actor saw his fellow thesps 
as mainly responsible for unfor- 
tunate divorce of play from the audi- 
|} ence, thus inculcating dialog with 
| themselves as performers rather than 
interpreters, 





-| Though decrying vocal defects in 
of | modern players, Casson was himself 


character’ at the close of the broad-/| guilty of gabbling in the straight 
cast to make a curtain speech he was | talk. Difference was marked when 
weil advised in forewarning the lis- /he stepped into character for pre- 
teners that he was about to speak as | senting Shakespeare and Ibsen. 


Orson Welles and not as Washington. 
Had he not done this few would | 
known whether they were 


| being addressed by the actor, as such, 
|or a President, in make-believe. 





| 
| 
} 
| 


| 





There was undeniable merit in the 
studio effort. But that was owing 
almost exclusively to the repetition | 
of the things that Washington wrote 
and said, a reiteration of those pro- 
found humanitarian principles, the 
lofty ideals and dreams he had for 
the American people, which could 
not fail to stir most deeply in a time 
of upheaval such as the present. 


The script itself was well knit, 
opening with the first shedding of 
blood in 1775, highlighting the special 
meeting of Congress to choose a 
commander-in-chief for the Colonial 
armies, Washington's acceptance, the 
reading of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the early military de- 
feats. Then followed reading of a| 
letter from Washington in which he | 
said that he was unhappy in his com- | 
mand and would rather have joined 
the ranks or retired to the back 
country, but that he hoped to sur- 
mount all difficulties. Most com- 
pelling was the scene where the 
Colonial troops, hungry, cold and dis- | 
couraged, sent a spokesman to Wash- | 
ington to say they would like to lay 
down their arms because they con- | 
sidered themselves beaten. To which 
Washington replied that they could 
not be beaten ‘when we've nothing 
but a few wooden buildings to lose 
and freedom to gain. Would any 
price be too great for freedom or 
liberty?’ 

Script was written by Charles 
Martin from research supplied by a 
lecturer of history of Columbia Uni- 
versity. Includes reference to Wash- | 
Ington’s refusal to become the first | 
King of America on grounds that it 
would be a ‘triumph for our enemies 
to see we are incapable of governing 
ourselves.’ Closed with Washington’s 
retirement after a second term, and 





| brief commentary by Welles quoting 


| from the President's letter to Lafay- 





ette in which he said that democratic 
states must feel before they can see, 
that this is what makes their gov- | 
ernment siow, but the people will be 
right at last. 
Station WNEW is making avail- 
able recordings of the program to | 
students of schools and colleges at 
actual cost—$2.50. Mori. 


‘LIVING LITERATURE’ 
With Marjorie Hurtubise 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 2:15 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


As indicated by the title. ‘Living 
Literature’ is a book review-drama- | 
tization program. It alternates with 
Echoes of History’ in the NBC 
Women’s Division's ‘Let's Talk It 
Over’ series at 2:15 Wednesday | 
afternoons on the blue network | 
(WJZ). Marjorie Hurtubise. who | 
handles it, is a monologist billed by | 
the network as a young Ruth | 
Draper.’ | 

On the basis of last week's (19) 
edition, ‘Literature’ ig listenable and 
fairly informative, but contains sev- 
eral disturbing flaws. Miss Hurtubise | 
is an expert actress, but her writing 
is uneven. Possibly she tries to | 
eover too much ground in each 
show. Or her combination of narra- | 
tion-dramatization-discussion may be 
too involved for easy clarity. — 


Whatever the reason, none of the 
three books she considers on each 
proeram emerges with sufficient 
efinition. Subjects on the stanza 

ught included William Saroyan’s 

y Name Is Aram,’ Virginia Woolf's 
‘The Years’ and Jack Iams’ ‘Countess 
to Boot.’ Miss Hurtubise dramatized 
a brief passage from and devoted a 
broad appraisal to each. But she 
didn’t clearly enough explain or em- 
phasize their titles, authors’ names, 
Classifications (novel, short story, 
biography and so on), and she failed | 
to offer a critical estimate of their | 
merit. As a kind of postscript, she 
gave a plug of ‘Aftermath,’ the latest 
volume in the ‘Men of Good Will’ 
series by Jules Romains. 


Despite its shortcomings, however, 
‘Literature’ has definite merits and. 





considering Miss Hurtubise’s reputed 
limited radio experience, should ul- 
timately be an entertaining, 


cative show. obe. 


at 
tae 


rovo- | 


Series is to run 12 weeks with 


O'Connor on first six interviewing 
critics, producers, actors lined up to 
divulge theatrical secrets and errors, 
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i“ *\ OLIVIO SANTORO, the boy yodeler, on 
| Yed the air for Philadelphia Scrapple, also 


beats all competition, with the Aighest 
rating of any program heard from 5:15 10 5:30 


Sunday afternoons in these cities — higher than 
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for Thrivo Dog Food have the highest 
rating of any program from § :00to 5:15 
Sunday afternoons — higher than the combined 
rating of all competing network shows in the 
cities where their program is released. 

















IF YOU WANT PROOF that the Blue Network 
produces sales thru the air with the greatest 
of ease, the recent and continual renewals of 
these programs should settle your mind. 


IF YOU WANT PROOF that the Blue Network 
gives advertisers coverage at the lowest cost 
of any medium entering American homes, 
these two advertisers with a modest budget 
are providing it right now. 


IF YOU WANT PROOF that the Blue Network is 


upsetting all previous notions and standards in 


the development of programs, consider that on 


its combined network competition. 

















radio’s busiest day these two relatively inexpen- 
sive shows top all their respective competitors, 


IF YOU WANT PROOF that you can afford to 
buy Blue, just remember that only $42,375.06 
will buy 15 minutes over 95 Blue stations, 
coast-to-coast, on Sunday afternoons for 13 
weeks. And $28,250.04- will foot the bill for 
the same facilities on any one of the other six 
days for 13 weeks. Remember also, that the 
famous Blue Network Discount Plan enables 
your network to expand with your budget. 
Your Blue salesman will be glad to tell you 
about other attractive Blue buys. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Service of the Radto Corporation of America 
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SARAH CHURCHILL 
With Vic Oliver 
Saturday, 9:40 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Vic Oliver, the comedian, is also 
famous as the husband of one of 
Prime Minister Churchill's three 
daughters. It adds a touch of the 
piquant to have Sarah Churchill on 
the BBC acting a role midway ke- 
tween a stooge and an interested on- 
looker as her hubby plays around 
with a violin (too well for a come- 
dian) and then the Prime Minis- 
ter’s daughter adds a scene from 
‘Idiot's Delight’-in which the pair 
have toured the English sticks. 
It's all pretty democratic, if any- 
body brings up the point nowadays. 





JACK MITCHELL 

Sidewalk Quiz 

15 Mins.—Local 

GEBHARDT’S CHILE POWDER CO. 
M-W-F, 12:30 p.m. 

KTSA, San Antonio 

Chile company was steady user of 
radio in old days. Returns to KTSA 
with ‘man-in-the-street’ series of 
Jack Mitchell. 

Handled in front of the Gunter 
hotel on the busiest corner in the 
city. To person correctly answering 
question goes pass to a local show, 
together with a package of sponsor's 
product. 

Commercial copy is read by Frank 
Stewart in the studio, with several 
plugs also from the street by Mitchell. 

Andy 


‘RAISING A PRESIDENT’ 


| With Katharine Lenroot 


15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Wednesday, 2 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

This ‘public service’ series is pre- 
sented by the NBC Women's Di- 
vision in co-operation with the 
Children’s Bureau of the U. S. De- 
partment of Labor. It’s a combina- 
tion dramatic and discussion show 
about child welfare, education and 
training and its origination is split 
between New York and Washington. 
Hardly entertainment in the cus- 
tomary sense, it’s still an interesting 
and enlightening stanza. 

Edition caught Wednesday (19) 
dealt with children of migrant fami- 
lies. First part was a dramatic 
sketch about a family in a migrant 
camp and, within the time limita- 


| tions, eloquently projected the tragic 


difficugies confronting such people. 
Program then broke to Washington 
for a confab about what the Gov- 
ernment is doing to handle the situ- 
ation. Speakers were Katharine 


| 


| agencies-sponsors. 


Lenroot, chief of the Labor Depart- | 


ment’s Children’s Bureau, and Ewan 


Clague, chief of the Social Security | 


Board's Bureau of 
Service. 
on the series. 
for the occasion. 
by Fred Weihe. 
this script and does most of the 
others. Hobe. 


Clague was the guest 
Series is produced 


Employment | 
Miss Lenroot is a regular | 
choppy. 


Ruth Sadler wrote | 


rT 


PEGGY STOKES 
‘Women and the News’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 9:15 a.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Peggy Stokes, with experience in 
vaudeville, night clubs, summer | 
stock and radio (WHN, before com- 
ing to Schenectady), is doing a 
‘Women and the News’ quarter hour 
on WGY, unusual for fact it plays up | 
information on contests and give-| 
aways featured via commercials 
over the station. Miss Stokes tabs 
the various offers, programs on 
which they are made, and time of 
broadcasts. Tickets them, in the 
morning, for that day. It is first 
time any regularly-presented block 
hereabouts has plugged prizes and 
offers aired on other stanzas. As 
such, it ought to be welcomed by 


Miss Stokes also reports human | 
interest stories, elopements and mar- 
riages of film stars, stage-musical 
world developments, and the like, in 
which women figure. This is ap- 
parently press association stuff. Too, 
she discusses styles, decorations, etc. 
Miss Stokes sounds youthful, chatty, 
modest. Delivery is sometimes a bit | 
From a professional view- | 





point her mike technique could be 
improved, although perhaps she is | 
deliberately sticking to a ‘natural’ | 
style. Jaco. | 


| black and white.’ 


‘FIRST PIANO QUARTET’ 


With Adam Gelbtrunk, Hans Hor- 
witz, Vladimir Padva, George 
Robert 

| 15 Mins. oe 

Sustaining 


Monday, 10:15 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


MRS. JOHN R. BRINKLEY 
Medico Spiel 
XERA, Villa Acuna, Mexico 


After Doc Brinkley himself. the 
next most remarkable personality of 
Mexican border broadcasting hag 
been Mrs. Doc Brinkley. She can 
be heard nightly on the 180,000-watt 


New four-piano team has done | shooter across the line from De! Rio, 


only a handful of shows and is still 
being shuffled around the board 
without a regular spot. 


scheduled at 10:15 p. m. Mondays, it 
also is heard occasionally at 10:45) 
p.m. Thursdays, where it was caught | 
recently (20). Edwin Fadiman, | 
brother of Clifton Fadiman, is agent | 
for the group and billed by NBC as 
producer of the program. 


Crew is referred to on the air as. 
the ‘First Piano Quartet,’ and the 
presentation is called 


‘studies in 
Limited at present 
to the few existing compositions for | 
four pianos, the group will have to| 


| build up a library of arrangements | 


Texas. 


Currently | 


Ma Brinkley dishes it plain, 
No timidity cramps her style. She 
discusses the ‘famous Brinkley pros. 
tate operation for men’ with that 
offhand familiarity that the Brink- 
leys have ever practiced (and brought 
their son up to do the same, Junior 
being able to handle the medical 
terms without stumbling over a syl- 
lable or a hemorrhage). : 


Just now it appears that XERA 
has got the middle valve latched 
down, for the juice giant is pounding 
into the northeast with the force of 
a local station. And there is, in 
addition to this possible step-up in 
power, a drive on for fan mail. The 
doc is giving away a free prostate 


of all sorts of classical selections,| operation to the man writing the 


from symphonies and opera to short | 
sketches, etudes, etc. Now play only | 
classical stuff, which is okay if they | 
keep the arrangements as striking as 
when heard. Doubtful if such a se-| 
ries could ever build a really large} 
following, but if given a good regular 


| spot and a strong repertoire, the out- | 


fit has the playing skill to draw a) 
steady audience. ‘Gene Hamilton is 
announcer. Hobe. 














IF ALL the boxtops from all the cereals 
sold every year in the rich Money Bele 
area were laid end to end.. 
whiz of a contest to judge! 


But there’s no contest over the fact that 
the one best medium that helps sell that 
breakfast food, and much of the billion- 
and-a-half dollars worth of other com- 
modities, is the four-way voice of Ameri- 


CEDAR RAPIDS 
WATERLOO 








. it'd make a 


get all the facts. 





WILL YOU SELL IT 7 


ca’s Money Belt . . . The Cowles Stations. 


Furnishing the breakfast entertainment 
—as well as the breakfast—for a big 
part of the six million folks in the Money 
Belt, is quite a job... but The Cowles 
Stations do it every day. They can do a 
record selling job for you, too. Shoot them 
“25 additional words or less” today — and 
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Canned Fish ......$10,000,000 
All Cereals .....4- 21,000,000 
Canned Milk ...... 27,000,000 
Flour ...e+eee00++ 64,000,000 
Shortenings ( Vegetable 


All Soaps ..... 
All Canned Fruit 


Tobacco 


WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


Estimated Aunual Retail 
Sales in “America’s 


Money Belt” 


most interesting letter on ‘Why I 
Consider Good Health Important,’ 
and all letters (and patients?) be- 
come the property of the Brinkley 
hospital on the second floor of the 
Hotel Roswell at Del Rio, Texas, 
This offer may be withdrawn March 
15, so hurry, hurry, hurry. Bring 
your wife with you for the interna- 
tional travel possibilities. 

Mrs. Brinkley defers at one point 
to a male announcer. He is simply 
a change of voice, not of message, 
It’s straight pounding all the way. 
‘Come and learn the truth.” Enjoy 
the ‘home-like comfort at the Brink- 
ley hospital.’ Stop getting up nights. 
And ‘don’t get the idea, you men 
between 20 and 40, that your pros- 
tate is all right.’ 

The Doc has lately moved back to 
Del Rio, washing up in his second 
home, Little Rock, , olive He is 
meantime taking the bankruptcy 
cure himself in the Federal sani- 
tarium in San Antonio. Whether he 
is anticipating an outbreak of Mexi- 
can fever that may cost him his sta- 
tion (after the March 29 internas 
tional wavelength switch and other 
impending complications) cannot be 
stated, because nobody can predict 
the doc’s capacity for resistance. But, 
meantime, XERA is apparently put- 
ting a little more than ordinary 
salesmanship into the Brinkley high 
pitch. 

The Brinkley broadcasts remain as 
always one of the genuinely incred- 
ible phenomena of radio. You litere 
ally cannot believe your own ears. 
Land. 


TED COOK 
Commentary 
15 Mins.—Local 
SONTAG DRUG STORES 
Daily, 9 P.M. 
KFI, Los Angeles 
(Robert Smith) 
For 16 years Ted Cook’s ‘Cook- 
Coos’ column was syndicated to the 


Mearst string of sheets. Like most 
humorists he likes to talk about 
serious things. His pillar yanked 


some months ago, Cook saw a chance 
to indulge his predilection when ap- 
proached for a commentary job by 
friends in radio. Knowing some- 
thing of his background as a news- 
aperman and the value of his name 
ereabouts, the Sontag boys, who op- 
erate more drug stores than any 
other chain in the west, decided to 
go all-out with him for a 13-week 
sampling. Once over his mike shy- 
ess Cook should prove an asset to 
the outfit. 

After briefly introducing himself 
as the author of 5,008 columns and 
a ‘fugitive from a squirrel cage,’ 
ook goes serious rest of the way. 

here are too many comedians on 
the air already,’ he says, ‘so my job 
will be one of straight reporting 
what goes on in this greatest bloo¢ 
and thunder melodrama the world 
has ever known.’ For his opener he 
had a terrific scoop, giving out with 
the first details of the Douglas 
mysterious bomber, B-19. Ship five 
years in the making is now ready 


for its test flight. He revealed 
such staggering facts that it can 
travel 7,500 miles non-stop, car- 


ries as much fuel as a tank car and 
transport 120 men. The natives 
, have long heard about fhis mystery 
ship and this was their first info on 
the flying fortress. 

He rounded out his opener with 
comment and anecdote on subjects 
touching on the unpleasantness 
abroad. Once on friendlier terms 
with the microphone and on firmer 
footing he will undoubtedly whip 
up a following as legion as those 
who used to ride along with his pile 
ler of fun. Helm. 


_—— 


OLIVER WAKEFIELD 

turday, 8 p.m. 

BC, London 

As the ‘Voice of Inexperience’ 
Wakefield ‘4s registering here with 
his unfinished symphonies of speech. 
A deal of perceptien continues to 
shove through the laugh-getting. 








and Salad Oils )—not 
including lard ... 31,000,000 


All Perfumes 


and Cosmetics ... 17,000,000 
see 39,000,000 


and Vegetables .. 47,000,000 
bescececse 89,000,000 





Here he dithered along with some 
| delicate ribbing of show biz person- 
| alities in the news, a sort of graded 
| debunking of much of their finery. 
| There have been occasions when this 
|experimenting fails to connect, and 
|the stuff missing the laugh must 
make him wince. He succeeded here 
| aS a smart performer. 

| It would seem that working with 
a large audience aids him a lot. His 
straight studio chore in ‘Piccadixie, 
a midweek musical airing, is not @s 
‘closely knit, 
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‘OF J N BONDAGE’ 
gy Seemed Maugham, Jessica 
Wrandy, Raymond Edward Johnson, 
Burford Hampden, Jill Esmond, 
Kingsley Colton, John Brewster, 
William Johnstone, Eustace Ww yatt, 
Jimmy McCallion, Nelson Case 


Transcription 

15 Mins. 

WHEATENA 

Daily, 12 noon 

WEAF, New York 
(Compton) : 

Somerset Maugham’s' powerful | 
novel, ‘Of Human Bondage,’ which | 
made a memorable picture and has | 
been done several times on the air, 
started its most ambitious radio pres- 
entation Monday (24) as the sixth | 
drama in the recorded ‘Wheatena | 
Playhouse’ series. It will run five 
weeks, thereby covering the story in 
full. 

As with the other plays of the 
‘Wheatena’ series, the program is 
package-produced by Wolf Associates 
for the Compton agency, with Carlo 
DeAngelo directing from an adapta- 
tion by Herbert Little, Jr., and David 
Victor. Novelist Maugham appeared 
on the debut chapter to express 
‘pride and pleasure’ that the work is 
being thus used. He revealed a 
marked English accent, smooth de- 
livery and attractive air personality. | 

Program started out to do it the 
hard way. It made little concession 
to mentally immature audiences in| 
its bid for popularity. Using the 
first-person narrative and flashbac k 
technique of the book, it merited 
slowly, barely touching the edges o 
the main plot in this first instgllment. 
However, any dialer with even a 
trace of sensitiveness and imagina- 
tion must have found its treatment 
of the hero’s tragedy intensely mov- 
ing. And by telling the yarn in un- 
usually short scenes it achieved the 
effect of rapid pace. a 

ymond Edward Johnson was 
fn = low-keyed and intense as 
the adult hero, while Jessica Tandy, 
making her commercial radio debut, 
registered forcefully in the few ante 
available in this chapter. Burforc 
Hampden is to play the hero's friend 
and Jill Esmond will portray the 
nice girl, the principal supporting 
roles, in succeeding stanzas. Other 
parts are less important. Hobe. 











‘PEOPLE WITH LIGHT COMING 
UT OF THEM’ 

wisn Burgess Meredith, John Gar- 
field, Nancy Kelly, Eduardo Cia- 
nelli, Edmund Gwenn, Tim Holt, 
William Tracy, Clinton Rosamund, 
Leith Stevens 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
This ebullient William Saroyan 

sketch, ‘People with Light Coming 

Out of Them,’ was aired Sunday (23) 

afternoon as the first of 13 half-hour 

sustainers on CBS by The Free Com- 

pany, a group of writers, actors and 

directors who hope to stimulate an 

‘appreciation of American liberty’ 

and show the ‘meaning of freedom. 

Subsequent programs will be by such 

authors as Robert E. Sherwood 

Maxwell Anderson, Orson Welles, 

Norman Corwin and Mare Connelly. 





Either as entertainment or pro- 
democracy propaganda, ‘People with 
Light Coming Out of Them’ was 
commonplace. Cast, including such 
names as Burgess Meredith, John | 
Garfield, Nancy Kelly and the others, | 
should have drawn a sizable audi- | 
once, but there was nothing but | 


Saroyan’s characteristic warmth for | 
his fellow-humans to show the mil- | 
lions of listeners throughout the | 
country why his is such a name in| 
the theatre and fiction. Actually, it | 
was little more than a rewrite of his | 
‘Time of Your Life,’ only not as pun- | 
gent, or witty, or humorous. | 

Where ‘Time of Your Life’ deals | 
with the colorful characters who | 
drift in and out of- a San Francisco | 
Waterfront saloon, ‘People with | 
Light’ concerned a quixotic kind od 
painter who merely talked to the| 
people in his block in a mythical | 
American town. They were of all | 
nationalities and followed various | 
occupations. But since Saroyan was | 
the author, all were friendly, toler- | 
ant, warm hearted and had a child- 
like innocence. They are, said Saro- 
yan, the ‘people with light coming 
out of them,’ the free, simple, gener- 
©us, good, human people—in short, 
Americans. For America, he assert- 
éd, is a happy nation, a free nation 
whose people love, not hate—a na- 
tion of human people. 

As in so much of Saroyan's writ- 
ing, the piece ignored the technical 
requirements of the medium. Thus. 
it created a mood, or feeling, but it 
Was vague and inconclusive and 
squandered the opportunities of the 
Microphone. Norman Corwin’s di- 
rection pulled the script together 
considerably, heightening atmosphere 
and color and giving expressive pace. 
But Meredith could do little with the 
incidental part of the narrator, whose 
function was usurped by Garfield’s 
part as the painter-interviewer-pro- 
tagonist. Others were varyingly ef- 
fective, but all remained Saroyan. 
Leith Stevens composed and con- 
ducted the background and bridge 
music. Charles Vanda was producer. 


Show was short-waved to South 


| moderately amusing. 
| acceptably into the schedule, being 


‘LAVENDER AND NEW LACE’ 

With Sylvia Marlowe, Joan Brooks, 
Felix Knight, Glenn Riggs 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 3:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Old-fashioned classic and modern 

swing are facetiously blended in this 

15-minute Sunday afternoon music 

series. It’s expertly resented 

hould also fit 


an agreeable contrast to the con- 
current Philharmonic-Symphony con- 
cert on CBS and the ‘Great Plays’ 
series On WJZ-NBC. ‘Lavender and 
New Lace’ is a novelty, but not en- 
tirely new. ‘Music for Moderns.’ for- 


merly pumped to the same network | 


earlier Sunday afternoons from 
KYW, Philadelphia, was vaguely 
similar in flavor, while the goofy 
poetic announcements have been 
used by Milt Herth and various 
others. Still, this is a diverting show 
—and neatly titled. 

Sylvia Marlowe’s  semi-classic, 
semi-swing harpsichord music pro- 
vides the backbone of the show. It’s 
knockout. Joan Brooks croons sim- 
mering 
clicks with old-fashioned ballads. 
Glenn Riggs reads the rhymed an- 





and | 


pop tunes, while Felix Knight 


|‘FROM ME TO You’ 
With Maxine Keith 
15 Mins.—Local 
| Sustaining 
| Daily, 10:15 a.m. 
| WINS, New York 

A vet radio emoter, Maxine Keith, 
is doing about the usual femme chat- 
ter on this  six-mornings-weekly 
‘From Me to You’ series. She touches 
a wide assortment of subjects, treat- 
ing them with amiable informality. 


accent. 

Novel angle on the show is that 
she invites listeners to phone her at 
the studio and make arrangements 
to attend her ‘Second Breakfast 
Club.’ Those who do so will par- 
| ticipate in the show and have a bite 
afterward. It sounds as if it might 
provide some intriguing programs. 

When caught Wednesday (19), 
Miss Keith spoke briefly about the 
/ question of padded versus sloping 
| shoulder styles, told about attending 
| 4 consumer exhibit and meeting her 
femme broadcast rival Bessie Beat- 
tie, of Mutual, then described a tea 


| She had attended. There's a recorded | 


Is a ready talker, with an easy de- | 
livery and a definite New Yorkish | 


| ALBANY TOWN MEETING OF THE 


AIR 
60 Mins.—Local 
| Sustaining 
| Monday, 9 p. m. 
WABY, Albany 


| New program, heard every other 
week, is a local version of NBC's 
| Town Hall of the Air. Comparisons 
| with latter may not be entirely fair, 
but they are perhaps inevitable. The 
more so because WABY until recent- 
ly carried web show and made much 
of it. 


Albany Meeting has one golden 
advantage—plenty of time for ques- 
tions. Guest talkers here are not as 
well known nor as dynamic as those 
on the network show. 
ence is small and _ very polite. 
There is none of the booing, little of 
rude interruptions, none of frayed 
tempers, little of rough-tumble which 
usually. makes NBC Town Hall so 
| dramatic, so significant an expression 
of democracy in operation. Finally, 
local feature has not a moderator 
| with experience and showmanship 
of George V. Denny. However, 
|Glenn H. Jackson, of State Social 
| Welfare Department, handles assign- 
| ment fairly well. Jaco. 





Visual audi- | 


‘STORIES BY OLMSTEAD’ 


, With Nelson Olmstead 


15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

M-W-F, 10 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

Here’s an example of skillful use 
fundamentals. Without using 

dramatizations, musical backgrounds 

or sound effects, and avoiding anye 

thing in the way of heavy emoting, 

Nelson Olmstead merely reads a 

story. He uses a straight-away de- 

livery and a conversational, though 

expressive, tone. But he selects 

g00d stories and the result is an ab- 

sorbing 15 minutes. 

Yarn on the edition caught Tues- 
day (18) night was Edward Everett 
Hale’s minor classic, ‘The Man With- 
out a Country.’ Show opened with 
a simple announcement, followed by 
a couple of bars of orchestral musie 
for atmosphere and then the un- 
adorned story. Being completely 
undiluted, its effectiveness hinged 
solely on the story itself. And since 
‘Man Without a Country’ is time- 
proven, it held attention. 


of 


Olmstead is a former announcer” 


and amateur actor who brought this 
story idea to NBC from Texas radio, 


nouncements scripted by Edward | musical break at the show's half-way | . . 'It now originates in Chicago, and, 

Birnbryer, each with a comic tag.| point. Program sounds as if it might| Howell Cullinane clicked off 14 considering its obviously modest 

William Wilgus is producer-director.| be rather listenable for femme! Years on air (15) as new scaster for | production expense, should be a 
Hobe. | dialers. Hobe. | Boston Herald-Traveler over WEEI. | natural for sponsorship. Hobe. 

— | 
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GROCERS CAPITALIZE ON SALES OPPORTUNITIES 
OF WLW-ADVERTISED BRANDS 


"We find a steady year-round movement on products advertised over 
WLW, the Nation's Station. By tying-in with WLW's complete mer- 


chandising service we, as well as our customers, are able to capitalize 


on the sales opportunities offered by these staple brands." 


The Dixle Wholesale Grocery 
serves the Northern Kentucky 
grea in which Covington and 


Newport are located. 
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America, which must have given the 
sub-Equator citizenry something to 
ponder, ‘ Hobe. 


(Signed): Charles Mescher, President 


Dixie Wholesale Grocery, Inc. 


Covington, Kentucky 
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‘DEFENSE FOR AMERICA’ 
With Laurence Hammond, Graham 
MacNamee 
Talk, Music 
$0 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
NBC has no easy task in making 
this specie of ‘reports to the nation’ 
interesting, but it may be credited 
with going at the project with the 


RADIO REVIEWS 


‘WAR LETTERS FROM BRITAIN’ 


With Jessie Royce Landis 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Tuesday, 9:15 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 


These letters from Britain, written | 


by people living right on the front 


' porch of the battle zone, presented in 


dramatic vein by a new guest per- 


| former each week, are just about as 


utmost simplicity and clarity. Those ! 


responsible for this weekly 
mentary “program have 
from cluttering up the proceedings 
with Greek choruses and dramatic 
interpolations. The story of America’s 
efforts of defense production is told 
in straight fashion, told by those who 
work at it. the manufacturer, the 
executive. the foreman, the skilled 


docu- | 
refrained | 


worker, the apprentice. Statistics are | 


tossed off but only on occasion and 
to round out a point 


profoundly stirring as anything heard 
on the air since the Battle of Britain 
started. 


There’s undoubtedly a_ tendency 
towards over-elaboration from the 
production angle. But if, as was 
most likely the case, this program 
was designed to clutch at the heart 
of the average listener, if it was in- 
tended to convey the pathos, the 


poignancy, the fantastic, almost un- 
real tragedy which has befallen the 
peoples of Europe, then it serves its 
purpose well. It packs a sentimental 


| wallop. 


For the initial broadcast the origi- | 
yqa |had Jessie Royce Landis as the let- 


nating point selected was Cleveland, 
an important link in the machine 
tool industry. Most of the program 
came from the ballroom of a local 
hotel. The attending hoopla was 
dignified and in effective keeping 
with the event. The audience opened 


the program with the singing of the | 


national anthem and between times a 
brass band and a local glee club cut 
in with patriotic numbers. It was all 
neatly carried off in the American 
town hall tradition. The mayor of 
Cleveland pledged the town’s indus- 
try to do everything to rush the de- 
fense program and there followed a 
succession of manufacturers, me- 
chanics. ete., each quizzed by Lau- 
rence Hammond, writer of the series. 
Further interviews were picked up 
from humming factories, with no 


ittle } an interest imparted by the | —_——__——_ 
acted omg 4 | JUVENILE JAMBOREE 


jointly employed as mechanics in the | With Hal Kent, St. John’s Band 


narrative of father, son and nephew 


shop where the father started 31 
years ago. The woman angle got in 
vin few words by the former’s wife. 
NBC is preparing these programs 
with the cooperation of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, with 
Charles Speer functioning as ad- 
vance man on the series. Odec. 


‘EASY STEPPERS’ 

With Crystal Springs Ramblers (7), 
Desert Drifters (3), Charley Meade 

15 Mins.—Regional 


SEIBERLING RUBBER CO. 
M-W-F. 7:45 a.m. 


KABC-TSN, San Antonio 
(Meldrum & Fewsmith) 

From Fort Worth comes this opus 
fed to 15 TSN stations in behalf of 
Adjusto-Wear Rubber Heels. It’s 
conventional hill-billy fiddlin’ and 
songs of the cattle-and-range coun- 
try. It’s corny, good-humored, and 
peppy. 

‘Crystal City Ramblers’ is directed 
by Babe Cunningham. A seven-piece 
combo with Poppa Sam as manager 
and owner and the son as director. 
‘The Desert Drifters’ comprise Nick 
Nickols on the mandolin, Doc Em- 
bree on guitar, and his wife Ester 
Gibson doing vocals and guitar. 

Commercial .copy not too verbose. 
Ably handled by Charley Meadé, 
who also ably keeps the program 
moving along at a brisk pace. 

Andy. 


| Lynne Thompson. 


Stanza caught, second of the series, 


ter-reader. Following opening and 
introduction, program leads into a 
i ‘Prayer for England,’ written by 








William Rose Benet, American poet. 
‘Tonight and every night, God save 
England’ is the motif. 

‘War Letters from Britain’ is based 
on a collection of letters published 
in book form under the same title. 
The radio adaptation was written by 
Miss Landis’ in- 
terpretation was notable for restraint 
and precision that made it all the 
more impressive. 
gram brings an appeal to send $1 to 
the British War Relief for a Badge 
of Sympathy for beleaguered Britons. 
Show is presented by British War 
Relief in collaboration with Current 
History magazine. Mori. 


30 Mins.—Lecal 
NATIONAL BISCUIT CO. 
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

WGY’s Juvenile Jamboree, broad- 
cast for years on Saturday morning. 
has finally grabbed a sponsor of a 
nationally-advertised product, Na- 
tional Biscuit bread. Switch to com- 
mercial basis, however, does not 
seem to have brought marked im- 
provement. Dramatic interlude— 
acting of brief scenes from children’s 
classics and even from Shakespeare, 
under direction of Mrs. Florence San- 
ford—apparently has been dropped. 
This despite fact it was the part 
which had unusual touch. In radio, 
particularly local, kids often do a 
better job of acting than of singing. 
One, though not only, reason is 
they and/or their fond parents tend 
to insist on unsuitable numbers. For 
instance, first bit on salvo heard was 
a 14-year-old boy tenoring ‘You’re 
the One.’ Voice sounded rather good, 
but selection.inappropriately mushy 
for a lad. 

Following him were youngsters 
reciting and warbling. Also a three- 
some dancing in close unison (better 
for visual than aural); a trio of in- 
strumental swingsters (Sonny Salad, 
ticketing number, might be given a 
bigger assignment), and Stephen St. 
John’s banjo-guitar band. Latter 
could be used more; in fact, greater 
emphasis placed on instrumental 
end. Jaco. 








“Which Southern California radio station is doing the 


biggest job of moving grocery items off your shelves?” 


We put the question to Gilbert Carrasco of the G & M 


Super-Market in Santa Barbara, 85 miles north of Los 


Angeles, and like most men on the Southern California 


retail sales front, Mr. Carrasco answers ““KNX!” 
“When things are advertised on KNX we feel it here 
in the store. Customers begin asking about them,” he said. 


KNX 


LOS ANGELES 


( 





Southern California retailers 
recognize KNX as their most 
potent sales-building factor. 
Naturally, the tune-in choice 
of most Southern Californians 
is the choice of retailers ‘for 
its power to move merchandise 


50,000 WATTS 


COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Owned aud Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System Represented by RADIO SALES 





Conclusion of pro- | 
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Follow-Up Comment 
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Eddie Cantor piled up lots of gig- 
' gles on his program last week. he 
baby-tending routine was developed 
for both amusing running comment 
and for a clever tune-in-next-week- 
to-find-out teaser at the end. Bert 
Gordon, the Voice 
(Sayle Taylor), Harry Von Zell and 
Dinah Shore were all 5 tae in 
the gagging Half wour had 
gear-meshing pickup from beginning 
to mounting finish. 

‘Inner Sanctum Mystery’ hasn't 
improved since its faltering start a 
few weeks ago. Heard Tuesday (18) 
night, the series offered ‘The 
of the Strangled Snake,’ 
spurious whodunit by Frank Gould. 
Scripting was pretentious and 
clumsy, production and _ direction 
were inept and the acting, except 
for Myron McCormick’s vibrantly 
direct performance as the detective, 
| were hoke-bound. Carter’s Little 
| Liver Pills commercials were broad, 
but unobjectionably worded. 


Henry Bell’s orchestra, with Mary 
Murphy as vocalist is broadcasting 
;}On Mutual coast-to-coasters from 
| WARM, Scranton. Band, led by the 
trumpet-playing Bell, turned out a 
{half hour of dance music that 
| sounded fairly smooth and _ listen- 


|able, for a studio origination, on one 
half-hour shot. It covered a lot of 
ground in that time. Time outs for 
number tabbings (by Al Barton) 
were so brief dialers might have 
thought broadcast was a remote con- 
troler. Orchestra leaned toward sweet 
rather than swing; rhumba included, 
as well as several medleys. 





Susan Thorne, nine-year-old for- 
mer Viennese actress who arrived 
recently from England, made her 
network debut Friday (21) on two 
commercial serials. She had an 
English accent in the morning on 
‘Against the Storm’ and used a 
stightly Teutonic one in the after- 
noon on ‘Hilltop House.’ Heard on 
the latter show, she gave an ex- 
pressive performance and revealed a 
striking mike personality for a child. 





Chateau Martin’s recorded musical 
spot announcements, with the phony- 
accented ‘Gaston’ (Irving Kauf- 
man?), are admittedly just about the 
corniest bit of commercial showman- 
ship on the air. Usually they’re so 
hokey they’re funny, but occasion- 
ally they’re embarrassingly out of 
place. Instance of that kind occurred 
Tuesday (18) night on WMCA, New 
York. Wine plug came immediately 
after the ‘War Letters from Britain’ 
program. Was rude contrast to the 
poignant tragedy of blood and tears 
and sweat of an aged English 
couple’s flight from France. Seemed 
unfortunate judgment or oversight, 
for the station to place the blurb just 
there. 





Tito Guizar was heard Sunday on 
CBS for the Libby-Owens-Ford 
Glass program, ‘Design for Happi- 
ness.” The tenor has a small 
voice with pleasing quality that has 


by nature it is short in the top reg- 
ister, with ‘A’ natural apparently his 
limit. Above the staff it becomes 
white and he has a tendency to 
slide into a full head falsetto which 
-would be inaudible anywhere but on 
the radio, and even there lacks body 
and resonance. Selections were 
in English, with the diction sound- 
ing strikingly that 
and ‘El Rancho Grande,’ the last of 
which was the only click in the 
group, and that put over by artistry, 
not vocal prowess. Orchestral selec- 
tions wasted the famous Woman’s 


Bird,” the overture to ‘Merry Wives 
of Windsor,’ and a fantasia on Puc- 
cini themes. Commercials by John 
| McCormack did not have much 
| punch. 





ae 
| Mark Ethridge, newspaperman and 
| occasional radio biz spokesman, in- 
troduced the theme of ‘southern per- 





of Experience | 


| hence the hyphenated 


lid | used mainly to plug the local store | 
SOll j 


Case | 
a pitifully | 
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| With William Janney, 





been exceptionally well trained, but |} 


‘Amapola,’ ‘I Hear a Rhapsody,’ sung | Pind 
| Linda 


of Tito Schipa, | 
are 


lyric | 
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‘WYCKOFF-SEARS VARIETY } ANN DVORAK 


HOUR’ 

With Fran Shinn, 
Ken Heckman, Girls Glee 
John McConnell’s orch. 

60 Mins.—Lo¢al 

WYCKOFF DEPT. STORE 

Saturday, 11 p.m. 


Club, 


| WEST, Easton, Pa. 


This variety hour is sponsored by 


the A. B. Wyckoff, Inc., dept. store in | 
authorized selling | 2aze her more tha 
Co— | fare. Actr@ss explained her presence 


Stroudsburg, Pa., 
agent for Sears, Roebuck & 


and its two branches in Newton and 
Hackettstown, N. J. 
originates 
studio and takes the 
away via WEST, Easton, Pa. 

Talent varies from week to week 
with the exception of announcer 


New York, and the store’s manager 
and founder’s son, E. H. Wyckoff. 
(Program started in 1939.) 

‘The Largest Small-Town Store in 
the State’ is an old slogan of the 


store. It could be applied to its 
radio program: the largest small- 
town program in the state. It’s 


doubtful whether any other town of 
its size in the entire country, for that 
matter, offers a full hour of such 
diversified entertainment. 

With little attention to showman- 
shin, it’s a ‘folksy’ program, and parts 
of it should appeal to everyone with- 
in earshot. A brief devotional period 
is included with a representative of 
the various denominations offciating. 
The musical interludes are usually 
supplied by a local organization. 
When caught, the Stroudsburg high 
school girls glee club rendered sev- 
eral selections, evidencing training. 
John McConnell’s orchestra filled in 
nicely, and althou a bit heavy on 
the brass, should improve with use. 


E. H. Wyckoff, with Ken Heck- 
man’s piano background, felicitated 
various persons whose birthdays or 
other anniversaries occurred on the 
day of the program. His son, Wil- 
liam Wyckoff, store buyer, presented 
several department heads with up- 
to-the-minute shopping values. Ac- 
cordionist Pleviak Anthony of the 
local Teachers college, was plausible 
entertainment with several well- 

layed numbers. Plugs for other 
ocal merchants, changing from week 
to week, scattered throughout the 
program, reflects a happy commun- 
ity atmosphere, although some of the 
plugs are a bit lengthy. Announcer 
Shinn works hard in sustaining the 
pace of the program and turns in a 
creditable job. It’s strictly a happy 


| family show and everyone connected 


with it seems to have a happv time. 
Jaye. 


‘WE ARE ALWAYS YOUNG’ 

Linda Wat- 
kins, Margalo Gillmore, Jessie 
Royce Landis 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 1 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


As a pitch for some of the lucra- | 


tive income from the serial field, 
Mutual has launched a group of day- 
time strip shows, of which this ‘We 
Are Always Young’ is the contribu- 
tion of WOR, New York. It hit the 
ozone Monday (24) in the 1 p.m. 
lead-off spot, with three additional 
stanzas produced by other 
affiliates rounding out the full-hour 
block. ‘Young’ is produced-directed 
by Robert Louis Shayon from scripts 
by Ashley Buck and Nicholas Co- 
sentino. 

Judged on the necessarily incon- 
clusive initial chapter, ‘Young’ seems 


| 
E. H. Wyckoff, | Five mins. 





titied—and is | here 


The program 
in the store's third-floor | 
air 30 miles | 


| readers 


| Interview 


Saturday, 7 p.m. 
BBC, Lendon 

Filmite stepped into ‘In Town 
Tonight’ as have so many Holly- 
woodites when reaching London. 
| Except she’s probably the first to 
find BBC in the Blackout and under 


the blitz. The former seemed to 


than the plane war- 


simply, centerin 


, : motive of 
| joining husband Leslie 


enton who's 
| directing pictures on this side. A}. 
though agreeing she may do some 
film work in British product, actress 
has a newspaper tie-up and will doa 
series of impressions for U. S. femme 
This last was pointed up as 


| her main interest. 


Fran Shinn. affiliated with NBC “4 Asked to comment on Hollywood 
. | goings on, actress waved a flag for 


Alan Mowbray and his Coast work 


| for Britain, 


‘MOSAICS IN MUSIC’ 


Mutual | 


a promising serial bet. particularly | 


the cast of William 
Watkins, Margalo Gillmore 
and Jessie Royce Landis. all of whom 
semi-names in either films or 
legit and at least moderately known 
in radio. Story about a serious com- 


with 


| poser who is working as a cab driver 
because he’s been unable to win rec- | 
ognition with his music has the basic | 


Symphony on such hackneyed stuff | 
as ‘Andalusia,’ ‘Listen to the Mocking | 


secution by the north’ in a broadcast | 


|}from Birmingham last Thursday on 


|NBC. It was the first of six out-of- 
town forums by Town Hall and with 
iTown Hall’s moderator, George 


: Denny, presiding. Erskine Caldwell, 
| the novelist, was rather inclined to 
|see the Ethridge argument as ‘an 
excuse of professional southerners, 
especially publishers and politicians, 
to alibi their own failures to im- 
prove conditions in the south.’ With- 


with plenty of, zing. The north- 
south subject was treated with un- 
expected vigor and frankness. Eth- 


was forthright and vigorous, but 
Caldwell groped for words badly, 
considering he’s a_ professional 
writer. 





WTRY, Troy, which recently went 
station has had no web connection, 
since it hit the air last April, except 


at one time, from the 
Broadcasting System. 





out entering into the merits of the | 
discussion, it rang through the air | 


ridge, as a radio-experienced speaker, | 


full time, is slated to join the NBC | 
blue about April 1. Harry C. Wilder's | 


for a limited number of broadcasts, | 
New York | 


stuff for mass appeal. Other 
acters are a femme hatcheck opera- 
tor, her nitery singer daughter and 
the sinister ‘other woman.’ Latter 
appears to be a missing element in 
the hero’s mysterious past. Writing 
so far has pace, atmosphere. charac- 
terization and fairly potent dialog 
There’s considerably more action 


than in most daytimers, if that’s any 


recommendation. 

Shayon’s direction is firm, while 
the four principals all give deft per- 
formances. Casting is excellent, as 
the three femme voices are all easily 
distinguishable, Hobe. 


Janney, | 


char- | 


| fully-worded 


| parent investment. 


With Louie Buck, Pietro Brescia’s 
Orchestra 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m? 

WSM, Nashville. 


Best description of this show is 
that it is a picture in words and 
music. Writer Louie Buck narrates a 
scene and Pietro Brescia composes 
original music to paint the scene. 
The music is written in semi-classical 
style, and the show appeals to both 
music lovers and persons desiring 
radio monologs. 

This program will in all prob- 
ability be fed to NBC when the ban 
on sustaining shows from the outlets 
is lifted by NBC, 

Theme of the programs is a single 
idea instead of a complete story. 
Buck’s gab is delivered in good nar- 
rating style. 


‘9:40 SHOPPERS’ CLUB’ 

With Arlene Francis, Lawscn Zerbe 
5 Mins.—Local 

R. H. MACY 

Daily, 9:40 a.m. 

WOR, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Arlene Francis and Lawson Zerbe, 
two of AFRA’s busiest emoters, are 
busier than ever with this six-a- 
week five-minute dramatized com- 
mercial about bargains at Macy’s 
New York department store. There’s 
so much wordage crowded into the 
capsule program that they have to 
j rattle it off at top speed to cram all 
the blurbs in. They alternate with 
|short, snappy speeches. Pair are 
among the best syllable tossers in 
radio, but even they find the pace 
taxing. Whether the listener will 
get more than a confused, fleeting 
impression from the show would 
therefore seem problematical. 


When heard Monday (24) morn- 
ing, the stanza included plugs for 
reduced-price sales of silk fabrics, 
wool jackets and overalls for young- 
sters, bed-pillows and Chinese rugs, 
| covering a price range from a couple 
| of dollars to several hundred dollars. 
|At one point Miss Francis was 
|hurrying so much to pick up her 
{cue that she stepped on one of 
Zerbe’s lines. But she _ skillfully 
'turned it into a dividend commer- 
cial by apologizing, ‘Sorry, I almost 
| interrupted, because I’m so excited 
|over these prices. After a_ solid 
plug for each item in the sales, Miss 
Francis and Zerbe summarize them 
all and wind up with a mention of 
Macy's cash payment plan. 

By that time even the dialer is 
out of breath, Hobe, 





‘ODD SIDE OF THE NEWS’ 
With Charles Stark 

5 Mins.—Lecal 

GROVE LABORATORIES 
M-W-F, 8:25 a.m. 

WABC, New York 

Trivial novelties in the news are 
capably selected and scripted for 
this three-a-week series aimed to 
catch the housefrau (and maybe-a 
tardy spouse or child) at the break- 
fast table. Charles Stark reads the 
items, which are all pungent and 
have an amusing slant. Brevity of 
the writing makes possible a sur- 
prising number of squibs. 

There are two lavish, but care- 
plugs for Grove’s 
Bromo-Quinine tablets, plus a spon- 
sor-identification at the close. Heard 
only locally via WABC, New York, 
it is a meritorious show for the ap- 
Hobe. 


























<< wvty' 


So :' qt 


eLicn 





























Wednesday, February 26, 


1941 


VARIETY 


RADIO 


$1 





HUNTLEY HAS 
HIS HUNCHES 


If it isn’t psychological it isn’t dra- 
matic. That's about the way Leston 
Huntley looks at it. As the author 
of two daytime serials, he bases his 
scripts on psychological theory. 
What's more, he governs his business 
and personal affairs according to 
psychological doctrine. He figures 
everything out that way. 

There are widely different opin- 
ions in radio circles about Huntley’s 
preoccupation with psychological be- 
liefs. Some _ fellow - broadcasters 
think his attitude is self-conscious 
fetish. Others figure him an eccen- 
tric, a ‘character. But most of 
those who work with him like him 
personally and respect his profes- 
sional ability. And apparently Proc- 
ter & Gamble approves of him, for 
it continues to sponsor his two pro- 
grams, ‘Kitty Keene’ and ‘This Small 
Town.’ 

Still, even to hear him tell about 
them, his theories about the impor- 
tance of psychology are inclined to 
be eyebrow-raising. For instance, 
when he was hiring a secretary sev- 
eral years ago, Huntley listed a set 
of requirements that would have 
driven an employment agent daffy. 
According to him, the girl had to be 
of Swedish extraction, a _ college 
graduate who had _ studied psy- 
chology, able to take shorthand, 
possess a knowledge of dramatic 
structure and acting and have an in- 
dependent income. To everyone's 
surprise but his own, he found one 
who qualified on every point. 

And She’s Still With Him 

She wasn’t sure she wanted the 
job, but agreed to try it. That was 
about three years ago, and she’s still 
with him. In fact, she’s so capable 
that Huntley believes she could re- 
place him if the need arose, or create 
her own program. Her name is 
Natalie Johnson, which is of interest 
if only because of the fact that when 
Huntley hired a second secretary 
some time ago, he chose one named 





Irene Johnson, but no relation. Hunt- | 
ley, who is of Scotch descent, finds | 
it easiest to get along with people of | 
Swedish extraction. He regards the | 
other specifications as self-explana- | 
tory. | 

Whenever Huntley and the two | 
Misses Johnson complete the final | 
draft of a script they read it over | 
together, impersonating the various | 
characters. That explains another | 
of Huntley’s unique secretarial re- | 
quirements—the one about the girl | 
needing a knowledge of acting. Any- 
way, whenever a director or actor on 
one of Huntley’s programs gets off | 
that aged wheeze that one of his | 
scenes ‘won't play,’ the author and | 
his secretarial allies hustle right 
around to studio and play through | 
the script just to prove it can be 
done. Says Huntley, ‘If there’s any- 
thing that burns me up it’s to have 
anyone say one of my scenes ‘won't | 
play.’ I have a standing offer of a 
bet to the contrary and I'm always | 
ready to prove it.’ 


Huntley says that if a script is 
written along sound psychological | 
lines it is bound to be logical and | 


dramatically convincing. He always 
tries to have his situations grow out 
of the contact of characters. For that 
reason he likes to refer to the narra- 
tive line of his scripts as the ‘story,’ 
rather than the ‘plot.’ He has little 
difficulty with the actual writing of 
the two shows, and either types his 
Own scripts or dictates them, which- 
ever he feels like at the time. He 
doesn’t like melodrama, explaining | 
that in all the time he has been writ- 
ing the two programs they have 
never contained a violent death, a 
mortgage-foreclosure or any great 
crisis. That only pistol shot in one 
of his scripts was an accidental one | 
and no one vas injured in the mis- | 
hap. 

Bearing out his Ideas about psy- 
chology, Huntley likes to do personal 
research on listener reaction to ra- 
dio drama. His method is to take 
motor trips through the rural mid- 
west, stopping at farmhouses to talk 
to women about daytime programs. 
He has observed that these farm 
women are eager to discuss their fa- 
vorite shows, since daytime radio is 
an important part of their lives, | 
which they don’t otherwise get a | 
chance to talk about with their hus- 
bands (who don't hear serials and 
therefore aren't interested) or with | 
other housewives (who generally live | 
beyond conversational reach). Hunt- | 
ley says these farm women are much 
more adult intellectually and more 
broad-minded than most people 
think. He believes their mail 
Sponse proves it. 
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HOW TO GET AN EVENING AUDIENCE 
7 AT DAYTIME RATES! “*% 











TIMEBUYERS... AGENCYMEN... ADVERTISERS... ANYBODY, 
ANYWHERE, WHO USES RADIO...HERE’'S A NEW 
SPONSOR-TESTED PLAN YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT=NOW! 





HIS new WOR study is called, “Saturday —a challenge that is also an opportunity.” 

Agencymen and advertisers to whom it was personally presented in Boston, Chicago 
and New York said, ‘‘Here’s something that will start sponsors thinking about a 6-a-week 
strip.’’... ‘Nearest radio ever got to point-of-sale merchandising.”’. . . “‘Just the thing for 
that client of mine who thinks there’s nothing new in radio.” 





This New WOR Study Proves: 


1. That there are as many—some- 
times MORE-—sets in use on Sat- 
urday as on any other weekday. 


2. That the 5-day week has cre- 
ated an ALL-FAMILY, EVENING 
AUDIENCE on Saturday morning. 


3. That 70% of ALL Saturday 
shopping is PLANNED in the 
morning. Purchases are made in 
the afternoon. 


4. That there’s more available 
CASH on Saturday than on any 
other day of the week. 


5. That the 3- or 5-a-week strip 
sponsor should use a Saturday 
show to remind his listeners BE- 
FORE they shop. 


6. Saturday gives you a greater 
range of program choice and 


copy appeal. 


7. There’s less program competi- 
tion on Saturday morning than on 
any other morning of the week. 





Never before has WOR offered agencymen and 
advertisers a timebuying plan as sound and elas- 
tic as this story of Saturday. 


For this is not WOR’s idea of what MIGHT be 
done. It’s a sponsor-tested blueprint for buying 
that has won advertiser and agency approval. 


Smart sponsors such as Bristol-Myers, Quaker 
Oats, American Tobacco and other WOR Satur- 
day users have long been aware of radio’s week- 
end opportunities. Others are rapidly catching 
on. This is proved by the fact that— 175% MORE 
ADVERTISERS ARE USING WOR SATUR- 
DAY TIME TODAY THAN A YEAR AGO! 


Another reason is that WOR’s Saturday morning 
audience today is greater than that of any com- 
peting station in New York. 


WOR sincerely urges all agency executives and 
advertisers to obtain a copy of “SATURDAY— 
a challenge that is also an opportunity”. 


~ es . e 


This may be that big new idea for which a client 
is looking; for which you are looking. Whether 
or not, “SATURDA Y—a challenge that is also an 
opportunity”’ will make stimulating, profitable 
reading. 








Write, wire or phone for your copy of WOR’s 
Saturday study NOW... NEW YORK: 1440 
Broadway, PE 6-8383; CHICAGO: Tribune 
Tower; BOSTON: 80 Federal Street; SAN 


FRANCISCO: Russ Building. 





—that power-full station 





























32 RADIO 


VARIETY Wedne 


sday, February 26, 191] 








oooee 


From The Production Centres 


Ts o.n0000d605senseseendeseesssesseseeeeseos FHHooe 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Anne Honeycutt, of the WOR program department, may sift back to 
the CBS program department, where she was formerly employed ; 
Maida Severn, secretary to Louis Ruppel, CBS publicity head, has tem- 
porarily transferred to the network’s production staff during her boss's 
vacation, but may stay there....she’s a former radio singer Raymond 
Paige guests on ‘So You Think You Know Music ’ next Tuesday night (4). 


SESH SSOSOHEOA 


| i i a 


Piel’s beer taking over sponsorship of Boake Carter's three-a-week series 
on WOR-Mutual starting March 12 been sustaining since United 
Airlines dropped it....Dick Ballou, house bandleader at WHN, back after 
three weeks’ illness....Stephen Courtley added to ‘This Small Town’ cast 

_.Sheelah Carter, his sister, will sub for Boake Carter on his Saturday 
(1) broadcast, while he’s on brief vacation in Florida....John Gibbs has 
taken larger quarters in Radio City for his production office... ./ Axel 
Gruenberg and Maury Lowell, directors of Gibbs shows, now headquarter | 
there. 

Fred Raphael, WHN program director, has new home in Kew Gardens, 


it’s 


L. I....Nelson Case, already hobbled by broken leg from skiing mishap, 
forced off his shows because of flu attack....Richard Stark subbing for 


him on ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey’....Linda Watkins, Mar- 
galo Gillmore and Jessie Royce Landis playing leads in WOR-Mutual’s | 
new ‘We Are Always Young’ serial, supporting William Janney. 

Doria Folliott, English novelist, has written a radio serial, ‘The Promised 
Land.’ which the John Gibbs office is handling. Show is described as deal- 
ing with a ‘search for security in a world of insecurity.’ It is her first 
writing attempt for radio....Author is the wife of Eugene Speck, of the 
NBC news staff, and the sister-in-law of Hugo Speck, United Press corre- 
spondent in Sofia and former VARIETY representative in Paris, Rome and 
Istanbul. 

Bill Slocum, CBS special events head, on airplane tour of the army 


training camps....Patricia Lochridge, of the network’s news department, | 
will substitute during his absence....Edythe J. Meserand now full-ranking | 


member of Dave Driscoll’s WOR special features department....Lawson 

Zerbe teamed with Arlene Francis on Macy’s ‘9:40 Shopper’s Club’ series 

over WOR weekday mornings....Milton J. Jurin, formerly in charge of | 
radio traffic for Franklin Bruck, has been named radio time buyer for | 
the agency....Ken McGregor, new director of ‘City Desk,’ has opened his 

own office on Madison avenue, with Wanda Hooley as assistant... .Laddie | 
Seaman assisting Carlo DeAngelo on the direction of ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ | 
....now that WEVD has been granted a boost from 1,000 to 5,000 watts, it | 
will erect a new transmitter....Kate Smith visiting Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., | 
until March 6, is doing her daytime programs from there, but will com- | 
mute to New York for her regular Friday night shows... .incidentally, | 
‘The Aldrich Family’ and Abbott and Costello will do return guest appear- | 
ances the Kate Smith show this week (28)....Nancy Coleman and | 
Hume Cronyn will play the leads Tuesday (4) night on ‘Grand Central | 
Station’....script for the show is by P. K. Wilson, her third one for the | 
series. 

Edgar Jacobs has joined the program: staff at WABC, New York. For- 
merly assistant production manager of WNEW, New York, and previously | 
an announcer for the Yankee network, WTIC, Hartford, and WFBL, | 
Syracuse. 

Beverly Bayne, silent picture star, appeared on a ‘Grand Central Sta-| 
tion’ program a couple of weeks ago....she was billed and, according to | 
the agency, drew more personal mail than anyone else who ever worked | 
on the show....‘Maudie’s Diary,’ adaptation of Graeme and Sarah Lori- | 
mer’s Ladies Home Journal stories, recorded by William Morris office, a| 
weekly half-hour series.... Mary Mason has the name part....it’s being 
auditioned by an ad agency....Jean Muir on ‘Great Plays’ series Sunday | 
(23) over WJB-NBC....Marian Shockley into the cast of ‘Mother o’ Mine’ 
in a steady part....Phillips H. Lord selling Seth Parker clam chowder to | 
several of the tonier restaurants in town. 


John O'Hara, author of ‘Pal Joey,’ will guest on ‘Information Please’ this | 
week (28)....Don Goddard substituted for John W. Vandercook in the| 
commentary from New York on NBC’s ‘News Roundup’....Vass Family, | 
who have been guesting on Alec Templeton’s Alka-Seltzer program over 
NBC, are now permanent members of company. 

New male lead in ‘Hill top House’ is played by Donald Briggs, a recent 
arrival in N, Y. from Hollywood but originally a Chicago radio actor 

Elmer Davis starts lecture tour Saturday (1) and will originate his CBS 
news program from all over the map....Bond clothing stores begin spon- 
soring Phil Cook's six-weekly ‘Morning Almanac’ series March 10....it’s 
now sustaining on WABC....Karl Weber added to cast of ‘Guiding Light’ 

...-Marjorie Morrow, CBS casting director, back from Florida vacation 
....Norman Corwin, due east in another three or four weeks, will hide 
out to ready his ‘26 by Corwin’ series for CBS....Richard Gordon added | 
to ‘Orphans of Divorce’ cast. 

Frank Munn doing informal concerts in and about Merrick, L. IL, for 
local charities....Joe Julian, whose Variety article on radio acting caused 
a furore in commercial broadcasting circles, has now authored a stage} 
play, ‘Double Feature,’ which the Experimental Theatre will do this spring 
-...he’s currently in the casts of ‘Orphans of Divorce’ and ‘Just Plain Bill’ | 
.-..Pert and Gay, of WHN’s ‘American Jewish Hour,’ joined the Broad- | 
way revue ‘Crazy With the Heat’....Boyd Crawford, juvenile lead on 
the ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ show, has dyed his hair black for a 
Selznick screen test. 
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its strongest name shows next Sunday (23) with Bob Hope, Jack Benny | 


among 
| formerly was associated with several 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Hal Styles, radio's one-man employment agency, unveils a new one, 
‘Count Your Blessings,’ on NBC's Coast blue net. It rides three times a week 
in the afternoons, being well baited for sponsorship. Styles was long time 
on KHJ and KFWB with ‘Help Thy Neighbor’....Van Fleming's Mutual 
co-op’er, ‘I Want a Divorce.’ washes up 26 weeks in April and takes a 
seasonal respite. Some talk that Joan Blondell won't renew and goes 
east next month with Dick Powell to talk new sponsorship. Failing there 


‘WWJ, Detroit, Sets 15th 
Season of Baseball: 
Ty Tyson Carries Op 


Detroit, Feb, 25. 





she may return to ‘Divorce,’ which is angling for a new set of under- 
writers....Elaine Barrie will take a dramatic fling in Ted Sherdeman’s 
‘Latitude Zero’ at NBC....Victor Boesen transferred from WBBM, Chi- | 
cago, to KNX news staff....Armand Deutsch, Coast radio head of McKee- | 
Albright, goes east in a couple of weeks, well in advance of Rudy Vallee’s | 
Sealtest aggregation. Understood he may give up the production end and 
take a new post with the agency....Jack Creamer, radio aide to Nat Wolff 
at Lyons & Lyons, dons the khaki of Uncle Sam at Camp Ord, Calif., 
March 4....Eddie Cantor trains his ‘Time to Smile’ troupe to New York 
after March 12 broadcast to wind up the season there....Rudy Vallee 
sponsoring Gene Lester as the singing photog. If it jells he'll stay out of 
darkrooms....Erskine ‘Skinny’ Johnson goes gossiping on*KECA for 
Nassour’s shampoo twice a week on KECA. He’s one of the home film 
columnists....Vass Family pitches at NBC here March 8 for a month. 
They'll probably do a picture on the side....Jimmy Saphier spotted ‘Six | 
Hits and a Miss’ in Columbia's celluloided ‘Show Business’....Art Link- | 


letter barged in from Frisco to dole out some inspiration to the YMCA |! 
lads....Hal Berger spreading his ‘Shafter Parker Circus’ over the full 
Mutual network after long local duty....Danny Danker east for talks | 
with Stanley Resor and John U. Reber at J. Walter Thompson... .Dick | 
Mack’s writers on the Sealtest show are Paul Henning, Norman Panama, 
Charles Isaacs, Melvin Frank and Emanuel Manheim. Eliot Daniel and 
Joe Lilley dish up the music....Bristol-Myers tagged Franklin Bingman | 
for three-time weekly newscast on NBC's Coast red web....Days-on-end 
of rain chased Lewis Allen Weiss to Palm Springs, where it’s no drier.. 
Jim and Marion Jordan (Fibber and Molly) taking outside guest shots. | 
Following Lux airing of ‘The Whole Town’s Talking’ they do their bit for 
Motion Picture Relief Fund by putting in on Screen Guild Theatre March 
2. Jordans stratosphered to their top rating last week since skidding along 
on Johnson wax....Honolulu business leaders are still trying to get Kate 
Smith and her gang to do at least one broadcast from the island. 

Ted Sherdeman is off on another dramatic serial over NBC. This one’s | 
called ‘Latitude Zero’ and has to do with adventures of five lads aboard a | 
U-boat. One of the quintet is Vinton Hayworth (Jack Arnold, remem- 
ber?). It'll do sustaining duty on the coast red until the cork goes under. 
Sherdeman, as usual, writes and produces....Walter Davison moved over 
to KMPC as sales manager after longtime duty with Syd Dixon’s red sales 
crew at NBC....Lou Ruppel due out for another siesta at Palm Springs. 
Last time he came west most of the CBS publicity orders taped from the 
desert....Ted Cook will air his ‘Cook-Coos’ over KFI for a local drug 
chain. He columned his humorous observations for the Hearst sheets for 
10 years....H. V. Kaltenborn due Feb. 27 for lecture dates in the vicinage 
and contract talk with a picture studio....Bob Coleson, who directed radio 
activities at the Frisco fair the two years of its running back from auto 
trip to Mexico City. New highway is like a boulevard, he sez....Ben 
Bernie and all the lads chugged back east after fizzing the Bromo here for 
a flock of weeks....Charlie Vanda ordered by emdees at Johns Hopkins to 
shed 20 pounds....Hal Bock returned from NBC home office sesh gay-and- | 
date with Don Gilman’s incoming from swing of north coast territory. 

Orson Welles will be tossed a script for Silver Theatre appearance 
March 30 and that'll be it, his objections notwithstanding. Understood | 
the Young & Rubicam scriveners are cooking up something real choice for | 
filmdom’s triple-threater....Bert Gordon stays on the Eddie Cantor show 
with his ‘mad Russian’ routine on a week-to-week basis. Jinx Falkenburg 
draws two more guest shots....Bill Baker of Benton & Bowles around for! 
a few days and then down to the desert for a tanning before hieing back | 
east....Alec Templeton will do his Alka Seltzer program from here for | 
seven weeks beginning March 7....Screen Guild Theatre presents one of | 





and Betty Grable bracketed in the comedy, ‘Altar Bound’....Since Ed| 
Gardner is taking his crack writer on Sealtest, Abe Burrows, to N. Y.| 
with him for ‘Duffy’s Tavern,’ the succeeding producer of the Rudy Vallee | 
turn, Dick Mack, is taking along with him Emanuel Manheim, fellow | 
scripter on Chase & Sanborn....Kay Kaiser will do his Luckies broadcast | 
from marine base at San Diego Feb. 26. Carl Stanton, account exec for | 
Lord & Thomas on the ciggie biz, came on from New York to make the! 
arrangements....Edgar Bergen bought the airport at nearby Montebello | 
as a training site for young eagles. He has set up a revolving fund to 
provide scholarships for deserving youngsters....Bart Yarborough, ‘Cliff’ | 
of ‘One Man’s Family,’ is in the hospital to shed a bothersome appendix | 
....H. V. Kaltenborn due in Feb. 27 for ‘rest and relaxation,’ during which | 
time he’ll do nine broadcasts and four lectures. All within a week’s time | 
....Fred Wile, Jr., back to New York after a loafing spell....Joe Parker 
qualified for the hyphenated role of producer-composer when he cooked | 
up the words ana music for ‘Hold Out For Heaven.’ Being with NBC it | 
goes to BMI....‘Town Meeting of the Air’ from NBC here will discuss 
‘How Should Motion Pictures Aid National Defense?’ In the guest panel | 
will be Walter Wanger, Donald Ogden Stewart and Manchester Boddy, 
local tab publisher....Jack Runyon doubled back to Manhattan to start | 
functioning as radio director for Ted Bates agency....Charles Speer here 
from New York to line up the aviation industry here for national defense 
air series being underwritten by National Ass’n of Manufacturers. 


IN CHICAGO ... | 


Jackie Heller resting in the Hotel Sherman with a touch of flu prior to 
the get-away of his coast-to-coast NBC-Red ride for Mars candy’s new 
‘Forever Yours’ bar on March 2....Alan Wallace set as new producer of 
‘Kitty Keene’ strip....Carlton Kadell’ joins the ‘Road of Life’ gang as | 


special narrator....Lesley Woods now with ‘Houseboat Hannah,’ Art Kohl, | 
Lou Stofield and Bill Rath with ‘Tom Mix Straight Shooters’... . Dinning 
Sisters, NBC vocalists who double to the National Barn Dance, set for 
special engagement in the Civic Auditorium, Grand Rapids on March 7. 


Gladys Heen, Art Kohl, Peggy Fuller and Hope Summers new cast 
monikers in ‘Girl Alone’....Dave Bacal, Columbia organist, limping with 
a twisted gam due to handball tumble... .Alec Templeton is composing a | 


‘Rhapsody Harmonique’....Ted Maxwell and Helen Van Tuyl now with} 
‘Woman in White,’ and Mike Romano is in ‘Right to Happines i | 
Gilbert out of hosp after flu siege. 

_Bob Strong orchestra, on the ether for the Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
Company’s ‘Uncle Walter Dog House’ show over NBC, set for special dates 
between broadcasts....This week playing the Cicero Lodge dance the | 
Senior Prom for the Michigan Normal College, and next week has two | 
more dates, a party for the Industrial Mutual Association of Flint, Mich 
and the Grinnell College Senior Prom at Grinnell, a8 


» 


| assignments. 


games 
|; year by 


Tiger baseball games again wil! be 
under the joint sponsorship of So. 
cony-Vacuum and Genera! Mills 
(Wheaties) over WWJ. W. J. Scripps, 
general manager of the station has 
renewals for 1941. It marks the 15th 
consecutive year the station, first to 
inaugurate the broadcasting of base- 
ball games, has aired them in this 


| area. 


Joint sponsors, as in the past, will 
share the play-by-play accounts, al- 
ternating on days. The 6 p.m. game 
resume again will be sponsored by 
Barbasol and Kreml. . 
Ty Tyson again will handle both 
Announcer noted 
through the area for increasing 
women’s interest in the sport with 
an extensive housewife following. 

WEMP’s Association Games 

Milwaukee, Feb. 25. 

American Association baseball 
here will be broadcast this 
WEMP for the first time, 
under sponsorship of General Mills, 
deal having just been closed by C. J. 
Lamphier, station head, and Jim 
Kelly, of Knox Reeves. One of the 
announcers will be Mickey Heath, 
former manager of the Brewers, who 
will handle the dugout dope and 
color, and who is now in training 
for the job doing WEMPFP sports 
broadcasts. 

Association ball games for several 
years past have gone out via WISN. 
Cleveland Game Sponsors 

Cleveland, Feb. 25. 

WHK-WCLE sales staff has com- 
pleted baseball set-up for broadcasts 
and resumes of Cleveland Indians 
baseball games during coming sea- 
son. Actual play-by-play miking of 
games has again been sold to Gen- 


is 





}eral Mills and Socony Vacuum un- 


der alternate sponsorship plan. Jack 


| Graney once more gets call to han- 


dle broadcast assisted by Pinky Hun- 
ter. Games will e aired on WCLE. 
Evening resumes of games on 


| WHK will be sponsored alternately 


by Seiberling Rubber Co. and Ford 
Dealers of Cuyahoga County. Jack 
Graney will handle broadcast. Ar- 
rangement is same as in 1940 

WCLE resume with Pinky Hunter 
doing speedy re-creation of game 
has been sold to Brewing Corpora- 
tion of America. 

Pregame dug-out interviews with 
Jack Graney handling is also on sta- 
tion’s baseball schedule, Lyon Tailors 
is sponsor for four days per week 
and Ology Cigars for two. 


KSTP Out of Own Deal 
Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 


Ray C. Jenkins, KSTP general 
sales manager, has negotiated for 


the third successive year, sale of the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul American 
Association baseball games on Muin- 
nesota Radio Network of which 
KSTP is the key station, Sponsor Is 
General Mills. 

As in previous years, KSTP will 
not carry the games, but will feed 


them to KYSM, Mankato; KROC, 
Rochester, and KFAM, St. Cloud, 
Minn. 

A contract for broadcast of the 
Minneapolis games has been set by 
|WLOL. General Mills is bringing 
in Harry McTigue to handle the 
mike. Last ‘season WLOL shared the 


| baseball broadcasting with WMIN 


McTigue, who has been with Gen- 


|eral Mills for six years, handled the 


Philadelphia National League games 


last season and prior to that the 
Washington Senators’ contests 
Roger Baker to Havana 
, Cincinnati, Feb. 25 
For three weeks, starting March 
10, Roger Baker will make record- 
|ings in the training camps of the 
Reds and other major league clubs 
for airing on his regular thrice- 
weekly programs on WLW for 
Twenty Grand cigarets, and on 


weekdays on WSAI for the Hude- 
pohl Brewing Co. 





a end 





MELVIN COLE ON WSAV | 


Savannah, Feb. 25, | 

Melvin Cole, member of the air 
corps located at the army air base 
here, does a 15-minute series Tues- 
day afternoons to tell about activi- 
ties at the flying field. Show crigi- 
— at WSAV, local NBC red out- 
et. 

Although Cole is from Connecticut | 
and thus has a Yankee accent, he 
was chosen for the assignment from 
numerous applicants. He | 


New England 
WTIC, Hartford. 


stations, including | 
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Cellophane’s 
Quickie Dramas 
For Canada 


Montreal, Feb. 25. 


Cellophane Divisions of Canadian 
Industries Limited hits the air this 
month with series of five-minufe 
dramatized biographical skits about 
great benefactors of humanity. 
Series deals with lives of Lister, Edi- 
son, Pasteur, etc. Cellophane will | 
use from 10 to 14 selected Canadian 
stations including Canadian Marconi 
station CFCF in Montreal. Skits also 
translated into French for use over 
French stations in province of Que- 
bec. 

McConnell-Eastman Agency pro- 
ducing out of Montreal office. 


Charles Carvajel! Directs 
Spanish DX Recordings 
Of Camels for Esty 


The Willian Esty advertising 
agency in New York on behalf of 
Camel cigarets has arranged for 
Yvette and Xavier Cugat to be re- 
corded off the air (NBC longwave) 
for delayed transmission to South 
America via NBC shortwave. This 
calls for Charles R. Carvajel, former 
NBC employee who is now a free- 
lance international radio consultant, 
to do his stuff. 

At 7:30 p.m. the actual Camel pro- 
gram is recorded with the English 
announcements, commercials all 
faded out and Spanish written and 
fitted by Carvajel dubbed into the 
recording by Ken Smith. 

Record hits the shortwave 
two hours later at 9:45 p.m. 


‘ST. LOUIS DAY’ AGAIN 
CALLS FOR N. Y. SHOW 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 

For the third consecutive year 
members of the Associated Retailers 
of St. Louis who, with but a few 
exceptions, spurn radio as an ad- 
vertising medium are shelling out an 
estimated $5,000 for a 30 mins. radio 
program Friday (28) to bally ‘St. 
Louis Day,’ one of the biggest retail 
sales events of the year in the down- 
town district the following day 
Natives who have clicked in big en- 
tertainment fields have been corraled 
by Joe Batt, prez of the Joe Batt 
Advertising Agency and advertising 
counsel for the retailers, to partici- 
pate in the program which will be 
aired by six local stations. 

The program originating in CBS’ 
New York studios will hit here from 
7:09 to 7:30 p.m. and KMOX will pipe 

















route 








it to KSD, KWK, WIL, WEW and 
KXOK. Set for the program are 


Gus Haenschen orchestra: 
Kay Thompson and Annamary 
Dickey, songs: Morris Carnisky of 
‘My Sister Eileen’ and Zoe Akins. 
novelist and playwright. 

Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia is sked 
ded to toss a few posies to the talent 
and the local merchants on their en- 
terprise, etc., and hizzoner Bernard 
F. Dickmann will make a_ fitting 
reply. 


WHN’S KID WIZARDS 
ATTRACT A SPONSOP 


‘Kid Wizards.’ sustaining progran 
on station WHN. went commercial 
last night (Tuesday) under sponsor- 
ship of Vitamized Yeast Foam Tab- 
lets (Consolidated Royal Chemicr] 
Corp.), which has entered the radio 
time market on extensive scale. 

In addition to half-hour ‘Kid Wiz- 
ards,’ account has also taken a 15- 
minute period over WHN across the 
board, in the Cinderella program 
11:15 to 11:30 p.m., and a flock of 
newscasts. 

Business placed through Chieaco 
offices of Benson & Dall. Inc. Con 
tracts are for 10-week term. 


and an 





Cleveland. — Cornelius J. Dwver 
leaves local U.P. staff *o join WHK 
news department. Addition of Dwver 
enlarges station’s staff to three. Rav 


McCoy, who joinec staff severa’ 
months ago js also ex-U.P. man. Le 
Otis is in charge of news bureau 


JOSEPH KANE SETTLES | 


‘FIRSTS’ SUIT VS. PLOUGH 


Joseph N. Kane's $25,000 suit 
against Plough Inc., was settled and 
discontinued Wednesday (19) out of 
the N. Y. federal court. Action 
claimed infringement of a title with 
which the plaintiff had become iden- 
tifled called ‘Famous Firsts.’ 

Plaintiff is the author of two books | 
called ‘Famous First Facts’ and ‘More | 
First Facts,’ and from 1938-39 con- 
ducted a radio program over WOR 
under the first title. The defendant | 
has been conducting a radio program | 
for St. Joseph's Aspirin in which the 
first spoken words always were ‘This 
is a famous first fact of history.’ 


EVACUEES ABSORB SLANG 


English Kicks Begin to Sound Very 
Yankee Over WRUL 














Boston, Feb. 25. 
American slanguage comes easy to 
English evacuees, when 14 of them 
broadcast via WRUL to their parents 
abroad. 


A Tripie Always 





Minneapolis, Feb. 25 

The ‘always on time-always help- | 
ful’ station-break slogan of a Twin | 
City storage and moving concern, | 
Ballards and Skellets, which has be- 
come as familiar on KSTP as the call 
letters, gets another line—‘always on 
KSTP’—in a new promotion piece 
going out this week. 

Mailing piece commemorates the 
Start of the 12th successive year ca 
KSTP by the concern, 


WINS FIFTH 
50,000-WATTER 
INN. Y. 


Permit to increase its power to 











‘Hello, Daddy! Mummy’s in the dog 
house. She crashed the car into the | 
garage door the other day,’ said John | 


Harvard Baker, 10, a descendant of } 


50,000 watts and operate full time 
was granted to WINS, New York, by 
the FCC, station officials announced 
yesterday (Tuesday). Work on con- 
| struction of a new directional an- | 





founder of Harvard College, who is/|tenna will be started at once at the | 


here with his mother. 


Next in turn, Barbara Miller, 11,|N. J. Station’s wave length, 1180 ke, | 
said, ‘Hello, Mummy! You said we | will remain the same. 
wouldn't hear any sirens over here, | 


but we do. 
fire engines and paddy wagons.’ 

Quite a spartan, 14-year-old 
Michael Burton said, ‘I’m sorry to 
hear about our house, but never 
mind. We wanted a new one any- 
way.’ 


We hear them on the | 1,000 watts daylight. 


| present transmitter site at Carlstadt, | 


operates on | 
Operation at) 
ithe upped wattage will be effective 
upon FCC approval of the site and 
| completion of the new transmitter. 

| Makes fifth 50.000-watter 
| York, others being WOR, WABC, 
! WEAF, WJZ. 


Hearst outlet now 


Stations Buy Out Sales Rep, 
Retain Head As An Employe 





R.S.V.P. 


NBC has asked John Shepard, 
3d, to tell it by March 1, if pos- 
sible, what he intends to do 
about the switch of WNAC’s affi- 
liation to the blue network in 
June, 1942. The network ex- 
plained that its blue sustaining 
programs were not getting the 
release it wished in Boston, that 
WMEX was willing to carry 
some of them and that this was 
okay with WBZ, and before it 
took any action on the matter it 
would like to get Shepard's re- 
action. 

WNAC is currently affiliated 
with the red network. 














Max Jordon, NBC's mitteleuropa | 
| representative, is due in New York 


later this week on the SS. Siboney 


out of Portugal. He has been head- | 


quartering in Switzerland lately 


| rather than Berlin, his original beat. 


He is accompanied on the ship by 
another overseas newscaster, 
liam Kerker. 





Gertrude Lewis, WLOL woman 


| ministrative affairs of 


Max Jordan, Kerker Due 


Wil- | 


! 

| Toronto, Feb. 25. 
Jack Slatter, formerly acting as 

jan independent exclusive station 

| representative, has made deal with 

|his clients whereby these stations 

|now own and control the rep office. 





Slatter is retained as managing di- 
irector of the new organization 
| ‘ 

known as Radio Representatives, 


Ltd., with head offices here. Stations 
reported included in deal are CFCN, 
Calgary; CFRN, Edmonton, CFQC, 
Saskatoon, CJGX, Yorkton, CKPR, 
Fort William. 

While acting primarily as station 
reps Radio Representatives will also 
have close working arrangement 
with transcription production 

Each of the stations involved in 
| the deal will have one vote in ad- 
the new or- 
| ganization, irrespective of the capital 





| invested by any one station in the 


setup. 

Neil LeRoy becomes associate to 
Slatter in Toronto succeeding W. 
Dippie, who takes charge of the 


Montreal office for RR. 





Great Falls, Mont.—Jack Hubbard, 
|formerly of WATW, Ashland, Wis., 
| is new announcer at KFBB. 
| Dorothy Roberts back on continu- 
lity job, after two months’ rest. 
| Deane Flett, publicity director-an- 


in New | news commentator, is in St. Mary's | nouncer for KFBB, joins 1.109 other 


hospital, Minneapolis, following | draftees from Montana for a year's 


‘emergency operation. 


‘trek into the west. 


























LENNEN & 








Transamerican..... 


RADIO PROGRAM SPECIALISTS— 
| SERVING ADVERTISING AGENCIES ..... 


NOW EMPLOYED BY 


MITCHELL 


AUBREY, MOORE & WALLACE s+eseeeeseeeeeeeees WILLIAMSON CANDY CO. 

N. W. AYER & SONS ++o+eesseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee4 FRANK H. FLEER CO. 
BLACKETT-SAMPLE-HUMMERT +++++++++++e+04¢0s PROCTER & GAMBLE CO. 
BLACKETT-SAMPLE-HUMMERT ¢++++++++++e+++¢+: GENERAL MILLS, INC. 
COMPTON ADVERTISING, INC. s++seeeeeeeeeeeeeesPROCTER & GAMBLE CO. 
GEYER, CORNELL & NEWELL, INC.+++++++++4+++++ NASH-KELVINATOR CO. 
GEYER, CORNELL & NEWELL, INC.+++++++++4¢444¢J0S. SCHLITZ BREWING CO. 
HUTCHINS ADVERTISING, INC. +o++e+eeeeeeeeeeee.PHILCO CORP. 
LENNEN & MITCHELL +++o++esee0eee40040e0e0040HN H. WOODBURY, INC. 
£40-044440004000000000004-P. LORILLARD CO. 

| O'DEA, SHELDON & CANADAY +++eeseeeeeeeeeeees CHAS. E. HIRES CO. 
O'DEA, SHELDON & CANADAY ++++ereeeeeeeeeeee-CHILEAN NITRATE BUREAU, INC. | 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN s+oseeeeeeseseeeoseoooeee QUAKER OATS CO. 
YOUNG & RUBICAM sesoeeeeeretereoeoseeoeeeoe-GENERAL FOODS CORP. 


“Success Seeks Success”’ 
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_& G. Gump, Frisco Art Dealer, 
Underwrites New KSFO 44 Hour 


San Francisco, Feb. 25. 
Local biz skidded during the past 
week, with the gains in network and 
spot billings too small to offset big- 
ger losses in the other division. Only 
stations to show gains in all three 
classes were KGO and KPO, while 


KFRC gained 15 units in network 
accounts, lost 115 in local biz, and 
KSFO showed an increase of six 
units in regional accounts. The in- 


die KJBS slumped badly off, 247 
units, in local billings but was up 
24 in spot stuff. 

KSFO is happy over signing S. & 
G. Gump, one of the country’s most 


90,000 WAITS 
LOUISVILLE 

















Sales 
power 

in the 
“opportunity 
market” 
of the 


nation 


Ask any Edw. Petry office 
for more information about 
WHAS, one of -the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


dealers, to bankroll 
new ‘Gallery of 
Celebrities’ for 15 minutes Sun- 
day evenings. It is the first 
venture into commercial radio and 
another ice-breaker in the local re- 
tail merchants’ opposition toward 
radio as a sales medium. 
KSFO: American 


art 


Art Linkletter’s 


important 


on 


stores 


Chicle 


Co., 


through Badger, Browning & Hersey, | 
182 one-minute spots; American Pop- | 


corn Co., through Buchanan-Thomas, 


30 100-word spots; Bank of America, | 
'through Chas. R. Stuart, 52 35-word | 


spots; Beech-Nut Packing Co. 
through Newell-Emmett, 
breaks: Blue Ribbon Books, Inc., 
through Northwest Radio Advertis- 
ing, 39 five-minute periods; A. S. 
| Boyle Co. (Old English floor wax), 
| through J. Walter Thompson, 78 par- | 
ticipations in Housewives Protective | 
League; Coca-Cola Bottling Co., | 
through D’Arcy Advertising Co., 52} 
15-minute transcriptions; Colonial | 
Dames, Inc. (cosmetics), through | 
Glasser-Gailey, 12 five-minute plat- 
ters; Cie Parisienne, Inc. (perfume), 
through Northwest, 312 five-minute 
periods; Crowell-Collier Publishing 
Co., through McCann-Erickson, 52 15- 
minute ‘Jean Abbey’ programs; 
Crown Products Co. (syrup), through | 
J. H. Diamond, 13-week participation | 
in Housewives Protective League; 
Dwight Edwards Co. (coffee), 
through McCann-Erickson, 200 35- 
word spots; Foreman & Clark (cloth- 
iers), through Milton Weinberg, 156 | 








(shoe polish), through Benton & 
Bowles, 130 35-word spots; First Fed- 
eral Savings & Loan Assn., direct, 26 
| weeks participation in Housewives 
| Protective League: Insurance Securi- 
ties, Inc., through Theodore H. Segaff. 
| 26 15-minute periods: International 
Harvester Co. (tractors), through Au- 
| brey, Moore & Wallace, 13 100-word 
| spots on ‘Farm Journal’; Kitpatrick 
| Bakeries (bread), through Emi! Rein- 
hardt, 780 50-word spots; Kellogg Co. 
(cereal), through Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, 130 one-minute spots: Langen- 
;dorf United Bakeries, Inc. (bread). 
through Leon Livingston, 83 50-word 
spots, 18 100-word spots plus five 
50-word and five 100-word spots un- 
til cancelled: Lever Bros., throuch 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, 260 35-word spots: 
Loma Linda Food Co. (Ruskets), 
through Gerth Knollin, 260 partici- | 
'pations in Housewives’ Protective 
| League; Manhattan Soap Co., through 
Franklin Bruck, 78 15-minute news- 








casts: Milens Jewelry Co., through 
Segall, 1080 50-word spots: New 
| Century Beverage Co. (Belfast wa- 


65 chain— 


| 9,000,000 listeners 
| square 
| territory was provided for Wednes- 


| ter), through M. FE. Harlan. 234 par- | 
ieee ‘ : ; 
| ticipations in Housewives Protective 


League. 


PROGRAM DEPT. CHANCE 
AT FT. WAYNE PAIR 


= 
| Ft. Wayne, Feb. 25. 

| Reorganization of program denart- 
| ment executive personnel at West- 
|inghouse WOWO-WGL, Ft. Wayne, 
placed Franklin Tooke, former 
| WOWO program chief, in charge of 
both stations. Eldon Campbell. sne- 
cial events man, becomes WOWO 
production director, while Carl Van- 
dagrift, formerly in continuity, 
take that post for WGL. 
will continue to 
events. 

| Charles Edwards Koons, forn 
with Triad Advertising Co.., 
WOWO-WGIL 
placing Vandaprift. 


will 
Campbell 


handle special 


continuity staff 


| Hy-Phen ieowers FTC 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Answer to a Federal Trade Com- 
| mission complaint charging misrepre- 
sentation in advertising was filed last 
week by Hy-Phen Corp., of Matoaka, 
W. Va. Commish rapping for news- 
paper, radio and other ballyhoo on a 
preparation, ‘Hy-Phen,’ claiming to 
be a cure for colds. toothaches and 
neuralgia, was answered by the com- 
pany’s assurances that it has not used 
newspaper advertising for a period 
of three years and that other adver- 
tising ‘with the exception of radio’ 


‘has’ been discontinued during the 
| past year. 

The remedy is advertised on two 
| West Virginia radio stations, it was 
; admitted. but the company is not 
aware of any misleading or decep- 


i tive material used in the broadcasts. 


'popular with 


Showmen’s Tip 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

KSTP is using a new type of 
‘hypo’ to build crowds for its 
KSTP ruralesque Saturday night 
‘Sunset Valley Barn Dance’ in 
the St. Paul auditorium. It sets 
its portable recording equip- 
ment in the auditorium lobby 
and cuts a 15-minute disc in 
which patrons get a chance to 
have their say 

Later the dise is played back 
from the stage over the audito- 
rium’'s p.a. system. 

Evidence tnat it gives the au- 
dience a considerable bang is 
found in hand-raising checks 
which show the bulk of the pa- 
trons for the weekly stage shows 
come from the state’s alfalfa belt 
and get a thrill from hearing 
their voices over the air. 


up 





ADDITIONAL FM 
LICENSES OUT 


—_—-_—_— 





Washington, Feb. 25. 
FM service covering more than 
in nearly 28,500 
miles of potential service 
day (19) when the Federal Com- 
munications Commission issued con- 
struction permits to five prospective 


| FM transmitters. 


Four stations of Westinghouse Ra- | 


10-minute newscasts; Gump’s (retail- | dio Stations, Inc., will cover a popu- 
ers), direct, 15-minute period weekly | lation of 8,820,000 and 24,600 square 
for 13 weeks; Hecker Products Corp. | miles, the FCC estimated, in Penn- 


sylvanis, Massachusetts and Indiana. 
A fifth transmitter will serve 3900 
square miles with 270,000 popula- 
tion in Illinois. 

Westinghouse ns and their 
service capacities are as follows: 
45,700 ke transmitter at Philadelvhia 
serving 4,500,000 listeners and 9,300 
square miles; Boston station on 46,- 
700 ke, for 3,400,000 population, 6,700 
square miles; 48,100 ke station, serv- 
ing 2,500 square miles and 500,000 
population, at Springfield, Mass.; and 
a 44900 ke transmitter at Fort 
Wayne, Ind., covering 6,100 square 
miles and 420,000 population. 

Rockford Broadcasters, Inc. at 
Rockford, Il., will serve 3,900 square 
miles, with 270,000 population, on 
47,100 ke. 

Further application of Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc., for a 44.,- 
100 ke transmitter to serve 16,230 
square miles with more than 4,300.- 
000 population has been designated 
for hearing. 

FM authorizations for full com- 
mercial operation so far total 39. 


stati 


MORE SUDS BLURBS 


Extends on KSL—Dept. 
Buys KUTA 


Palmolive 
Store 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 25. 
KUTA’s theory that a 
popular melody program 
clock punchers has 
proven correct. As a result their 
program, ‘Noonday Heat Wave,’ has 
been expanded to one full hour, due 
to requests from working people lis- 
teners, 


noontime 
would be 


KSL, through Lennox Murdock, 
commercial manager, is entertaining 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Buckalew this 
week. Mr. Buckalew is sales pro- 
motion manager for CBS on the 
Coast. 

KSL: Smith Chickeries, through 
Shaeffer-Brennen & Margulis, three 
quarter-hour mornil spots; Blue 
Ribbon Book Co., through North- 
west Radio Advertising, 13 five-min- 
ute daytime announcement Simon 
& Schuster, through Northwest 
Radio Advertising, renewal, series of 
five-minute svot announcements; 
Packard Motor Co., through Young 


& Rubicam, series of daytime spot 


announcements; Colgate-Palmolive- 


Peet (Palmolive Soap), through 
Ward Wheelock, increased to five 
announcements weekly, 52 weeks, 


30-word chainbreak 

KUTA: C. Ed Lewis Real 
renewal, 10 minutes on ‘Home Coun- 
sellor’; Coconut Grove, spot schedule; 
Pilot Cafe, spots on ‘Noonday Heat- 
wave Program’; Roes Department 
Store, 14 special spots and series of 
one weekly: Acme Vocational Centre, 
10-minute participation on ‘Spice of 
Life.’ 








| 


—_—. 


Heavy Advance Advertising Skeds 


For New Cars Lined Up on 


+ 





SHOWMANSHIP TOPPER: 


Orson Welles Doing 
George Washington 


WNEW 











WNEW 








| Glasses Brooklyn Corp.), direct, 25 
|} one-minute announcements weekly: 


WNEW, which promotes itself spec- | 


tacularly from time to time, took a 
full-page advertisement in last Fri- 
day’s N Y. Times to announce that 


on 


| Welles would play George Washing- 


| politan New York. 


ton in a holiday one-timer. This is 
one -of the most 
money-spending experiments in pres- 
tige-creation by a local station which 
has come to the attention of VARIETY 
in ils eight years of tabbing radio 
showmanship. It introduces a new 
aggressive type of competition into 
the local station situation in metro- 
WNEW literally 


|forces the preoccupied big town to 
| 


| automobile 


take note of its existence. 

The advent of spring 
reflected in the increased amount of 
and auto accessory 


the following evening Orson | 


extraordinary | 


is clearly | 


iclients going in for advance adver- | 


|; time on WNEW. 


tising, and who are now purchas- 


ing time and making reservations for | 


With several con- 
tracts in the hands of the commer- 
cial department waiting for time al- 
lotment, those already in include 
The Cadillac Pontiac Dealers, Red 
Seal Motors Company, and Roth and 
Schlenger. 

WHN: Fairmount Creamery Co., 
through Joshua S. Epstein Co, sta- 
tion-break announcements; Metro- 
politan Hudson Motor’ Dealers, 
through 3renallen Co., 
daily participating announcements, 


| 13-week contracts; S. A. Schonbrunn 


announcements, | 
Estate, | 


Roy Shudt, of Troy Record, doing | 
quarter-hour sportcast evenings for | 


Fitzgerald Brewing Co. and a Sun- 
day bowling chatter-interview 
period for Rudolph Bros. jewelers. 


i 


(Savarin Coffee), through WM. H. 
Hackett & Co., daily spot announce- 
ments; Federal Life & Accident In- 
surance Co., through Huber Hoge & 
Sons, participation in Art Green and 
Bruce Wendell programs, daily ex- 
cept Sunday, 52-week contract; The 
American Economic Foundation, 
through Bayless-Kerr Co., ‘Wake Up 
America,’ Weekly three-quarter hour 
program, 13-week contract; National 
Schools of New York, through Huber 
Hoge & Sons, five-minute talks, 
week contracts: Roxy Theatre, 
throutgh Kayton-Sniero, for the pic- 
ture “Tobacco Road’: Sall Greenberg 
(jewelry store), daily station-break 
annongements. 

WINS: Community Opticians (Eye 


Nashville Locals Sold 


Nashville, Feb. 25. 

New programs sold by WLAC dur- 
ing the past week include: 

‘A Song and a Poem,’ bankrolled 
by Cosmopolitan Funeral Home. 
Contract is for 15-minute program 
of et. with Paul Oliphant 
reading poems. Account placed by 
Tom Baker. 

‘Roaming in the Gloamin’’ is new 
program by Radabaugh-Lane, with 
Mary Elizabeth Hicks organist and 
Paul Oliphant. Account placed by 
Albert Noble. 

‘What's Price’ angeled by 
Cadillac-La Salle, is a twice weekly 
15-minute program with Herman 
Grizzard. Ray Noble was agent. 
Show includes Grizzard 


an automchb.le, and the first five lis- 


songs, 


the 


teners to call in and give the exact 
ale price will receive a $1 bill. 
Show is set up for seven months, 


describing | 


Roxy Theatre and/or 20th Century. 


Fox Film Corp., through Kayton- 
Spiero, for the picture ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ four announcements; United 


Shoe Exchange, direct, 21 announce- 
ments weekly, 52-week contract. 

WMCA: American Safety Razor 
Corp. (Gem Razors & Razor Blades), 
through Federal Advertising Agency, 
Inc., ‘Boxing Bouts’ from Bronx Col- 
iseum, Tuesdays, beginning Febru- 
ary 18, 13-week contract; Roxy The- 
atre, through Kayton-Spiero co. 
Inc., for the picture ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
16 announcements; Hillcrest Labora- 
tories (Sabetal Ointment), through 
The Kleppner Co., Inc., announce- 
ments, eight-week contract; Musige 
Box-Lyceum Theatres, through Kay- 
ton-Spiero, extendins contract for 
five additional announcements; Hick- 
ory House, three half-hour programs 
weekly, featuring the Babe Russen 
orchestra. 

WNEW: Cadillac-Pontiac Dealers, 
through W. H. Peters, Inc., 25 an- 
noucements weekly, 13-week con- 
tract; Red Seal Motors Co., through 
Brenallen, Inc., 25 announcements 
weekly, 13-week contract: Roth and 
Schlenger, through United Service 
Advertising, 25 announcements week- 
ly, 13-week con’ ct; California 
Packing Corp. (Del Monte products), 
renewal, ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ a 
quarter hour Monday through Sat- 
urday, 18-week contract; Miss Dale’s 


| Private Dance Studio, through the 


1A. W. Lewin 


renewal, | 


52- | 





i 





Co., ‘Dance and Ro- 
mance,’ 10-minute program, 13-week 
contract; Roxy Theatre and/or 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp., through 
Kayton-Spiero Co., for the picture 


‘Tobacco Road,’ 17 spot announce- 
ments. 
WOR: Illinois Meat Co. (Redi- 


meat), through Arthur Meyerhoff & 
Co., ‘Play Broadcasts,’ weekly half- 
hour program; Grove Laboratories 
(Bromo Quinine), through Russel M. 
Seeds, 21 one-minute announce- 
ments; Adler Shoes for Men, through 
Consolidated Advertising Agency, 
Inc., participation in ‘Here’s Mor- 
gan, four one-minute announce- 
ments; Piel Brothers (Piel’s Beer), 
through Sherman K. Ellis, ‘Boake 
Carter,’ quarter-hour program, three 
times weekly; Kerr Chickeries, Inc., 
through N. W. Ayer, renewal, one- 
minute announcemeats on ‘Farmer's 
Digest,’ three times weekly for two 
weeks. 














CONNECTICUT'S PIONEER BROADCASTER | 


2 Bs 


NO. 1 TEST CITY 


Advertising agency execu- 
tives vote Hartford the 
No. 1 Test City for the 
v. 8. A. And that makes 
WDRC, Hartford, the ma- 
tlon’s No. 1 radio station 
for a test campatgn. WDRC 
gives you the three thing* 
that make a test eclick:— 
coverage, programs, rate. 


BASIC CBS FOR CONNECTICUT 








66 yt 


choose between 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


OP HO 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


USE Iy 











WABC-CBS—4:30-4:45 P.M., EST 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction WARD WHEELOCK CO. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 




















Wednesday, February 26, 


1941 


RIETY 


RADIO MARKETS = 35 














THE 17 LEADING U.S. RADIO CITIES 





Fels Signs for Series of 78 Periods 
On KHJ; Vick's Blurbs to KFI 


+ 
bl 








Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

It’s not a pretty story the figures 
tell this stanza, nor are the future’s 
any more promising. On the past 
week’s roundup the only bright spot 
in the drab summary was the dab of 
pickup in network units. Spot and 
local took a tumble and blotted out 
any plussage in the totals. Best piece 
of new biz was the Fels buy of 78 
quarter-hours on KHJ. 

KHJ: Fels & Co., 78 quarter-hour 
periods, through S. E. Roberts; Bul- 
lock’s Department Store, 12 announce- 
ments, through Dana Jones; Kenstan 
Products, 90 announcements, through 
John Riordan; Seasonette, 30 an- 
nouncements, through Eugene Rouse. 

KNX: Palmolive, 156 time signals, 
through Ward Wheelock, Pantages 


Theatre, 52 announcements, through | 


Milton Weinberg. 

KFI: Vick’s inhaler, 50 announce- 
ments, through Morse International; 
Chemicals, Inc. (Vano), 20 participa- 





STARKIST TOOTHPASTE 


Sponsors Regional Amateur 
grams—Also Local WOAI 
Musical 


Pro- | 








San Antonio, Feb. 25. 

The Starkist Flotation Toothpaste 
Co., here has inaugurated a new ser- | 
ies of amateur programs throughout | 
the state as well as on one station | 
in Mississippi. Deal is 15 weeks for | 
half hour shows to be aired through 
KMAC here; KNOW, Austin; KGKB, 
Tyler; KTEM, Temple; KBST, Big 
Springs and WJPR, Greenville, Miss. 
Besides the half hour show, five 
daily announcements are also aired 
on the same stations. 

‘Sweetheart Time’ is also being | 
sponsored by the toothpaste on, 
WOAT here for a quarter hour each 
Sunday. 








Hillbillies in Maine 


Portland, Me., Feb. 25. 





tions in Agnes White’s ‘California 
Home,’ though Botsford, Constantine | 
& Gardner; Trimount Clothes, 52 
one-minute transcriptions, through | 
Emil Mogul. 

KECA: Nassour Toiletries, 26 quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of Erskine John- 
son’s Hollywood gossip, through Mil- 
ton Weinberg. 





First’ National Stores, Inc., has 
bought daily 7-7:15 a.m. spot on 
| WGAN to plug chain’s coffee brands. 
Ken MacKenzie and his western- 
type yodelling troupe signed to fill 
bill for indefinite period. 

‘Rise and Shine,’ eyeopener fixture 
on same outlet, was sold few days 
previously to Reliable Furniture Co., 
also with no date set for run. 





Double Bubbling on WBZ 
Boston, Feb. 25. 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy,’ 15- 
minute transcribed kiddies’ adven- } 


IRRESISTIBLE 
MAY GO SPOT xzcgast see 


| WBZA (24), sponsored by Frank H. 
| Fleer Corp., Dubble-Bubble gum. 
_®. Ww. Ayer is s agency. 

















Irresistible Lipstick (Chamberlain) | 
is considering a spot campaign in | 
markets. 

Redfield-Johnstone is the agency, 


and the extent of the orders depends | 


on the number of choice chainbreak | 
spots that R-J finds available in these 
markets, 





WGRC’s Student Players 


Louisville, Feb. 25. 


Over 150 students at the University | 


of Louisville attended a meeting Fri- 
day (14) for the purpose of forming 
a Radio Workshop. 
is to present dramatic productions 
over station WGRC. Project 
a course, but an extra-curricular ac- 
tivity, and no credits are given for 
joining the club. University officials, 
however, have stated that if enough 
interest is shown, 


ble to offer a radio course next Fall. 


Club’s objective | 


is not | 


it might be possi- | 


| and two a day five days a week for 
| the succeeding 13 weeks. 





COMMERCIAL FROM 
U.S. ARMY HANGAR 


Denver, Feb. 25. 

















Cream. Former account is just us- | 
ing 14 announcements to be run off 
within a few days starting this Sat- 
urcay (28), while Ponds is inaking 
it a 26-week campaign at the rate of 
four announcements a day, five days | 
a week for the first 13-week cycle | 


In either instance the plugs are 
transcribed. 


KGNC’s Swap Show 











The following data was computed by the Variety Rapio Direc- 
| TORY based upon data of the Federal Communications Commission, 
The figures employed are inclusive of all radio time and talent sales, 
minus frequency or other discounts. The figures are for 1939, the 


last available, comparatively placed against 1937, In 1938 the FCC 
did not compile this data. 


Latest source of a quiz show 

broadcast is an Army hangar. KLZ PER- 
olph Coors Co., a brewer, is pay- pa poe ere 
| ing the bill. | 2: New York G+ose eesesees $8,849 562 $8,656,665 a 2.2 
The hangar belongs to the Air | 7 Chicago Tragic eera Tt 6,165,412 5.673.617 a 8.7 
| Corp Eocentent yey at Lowey 3. Los Angeles......... .. 4,034,349 2,828,256 +427 
eld and the tlle of the quiz is test; 4, Cincinnati 3,412,910 4,003,466 14.8 
Flight. Bud Thorpe is m.c.’ing and | : [ona ere ae * enh er pry ie. 
| Derby Sproul doubles from scripting | 5. or FAS tS SSS Se EH ° 3,304,256 3,020,019 ss 9.4 
to production. 6. iladelphia Cree oat 2,580,203 2.470.147 a 4.5 
errr. 2,043,492 + 6.1 
Oe i te a i . 2,163,259 2,243,548 — 3.6 
Thompson Agency’s 9. Pittsburgh ............ 2,126,810 1,917,352 +109 
10. Minneapolis-St. Paul... 1,734,474 1,650,932 + 5.1 
Spet Ads for Cosmo i Cleveland ............. 1688690 1604920 4 5.2 
Magazine and Ponds 12. San Francisco........ ~- 1,674,239 1,592,564 + 5.1 
| 13. Kansas City.......... - 1,312,338 1,200,525 + 93 
. Baltimore ...... 1,282,303 1,246,400 + 29 

J. Walter Thompson’s spot depart- | ist alii aliallaiialialias : ce gd : ia 
ment last week handed out orders | 15. SPOG MOCUMOS. oo cccccess 1,200,144 1,103,862 + 8.7 
for minute announcements in behalf} Oe te coe ° 1,136,605 1,153,123 — 14 
of Cosmopolitan mag and Ponds | 17. Washington, D.C...... 1,120,542 1,082,964 + 3.5 





*Included in the revenue of most cities is the intake of stations in neigh- 
boring suburbs or contiguous areas. Thus San Francisco also includes 
Oakland, and Sussle also » includes Niagara. 





PACKARD AUTO 
ANNS ON WBBM 





Tennessee Coal lis 
10 Southeast Mkts., 


Sells Farm Fencing 





Tennessee Coal & Iron, a subsid of 








Amarillo, Texas, Feb. 25. | U. S. Steel, is buying quarter-hour 

Pigs, cream separators, trucks, and | news periods at the rate of three a 
every kind of farm produce, house- | | week in 10 markets in the southeast 
hold goods, and even employment are|to advertise its farm-fencing. Con- 


Chicago, Feb. 25, 
WGN: Quin Ryan’s Marriage Li- 
pomee Romances return under spon- 





| things in which ‘The Trading Post’| tracts are for 26 weeks, with March | sorship of Steele-Wedeles for Savoy 


ture program will be heard Monday | KGNC. | 


| 


deals on its daily broadcasts over | 1 the starting date. 


B.B.D.&O. is the agency. 





Bulletin board is maintained in the 
lobby of the station on which are Akron.—Marshal] Jones, hillbilly 
listed all items offered for trade. J.| entertainer, has shifted from WMMN, 
Fairmont, W. 


| Brands, three 15-minute periods 


| weekly, through Erwin, Wasey; 
| Hirsch Clothing Co., 30 minutes OnCRg 
weekly, through Schwimmer & 
| Scott; Great China Food Products, 


B. Linn conducts program. 


Va., to WAKR, Akron. | six one-minute spots weekly, through 





} 


One of the major station reps has suggested 
to his stations that they establish a discount 
scale for accounts which use more than 260 
broadcasts a year and thereby 


necessary 


the process of haggling. Most rate cards place 


'their maximum discount 


‘this base a six broadcasts a week, 


52 weeks a year. 


for buyer and station to determine 
what these off-base discounts will be through 


Since the usual setup is five 
broadcasts a week this rep figures that it would 


Suggests Maximum Discount Apply 
Over 260, Instead of 300, Yearly Shows ®: 





casts a year. 


counts over the 


make it un- 


calls for 5% 


broadcasts a 


more 520 broadcasts, 


year 
Bulova, Swan Soap, Lever Bros. and Socony. | 


~ |Martin Pokrass agency; Cleveland 
Cleaner Co., six one-minute spots 
weekly, through Campbell-Sanford 
agency, Cleveland. 

WIND: General Furniture Co., 10- 
minute strip Monday through Satur- 
day, through Illinois agency; Arctic 
Cream Co., six 50-word an- 
| nouncements weekly, through Robert 
| Kahn agency; Simon Werbner Cloth- 


. k 
be more logical to make a base of 260 broad- i8 Co. three announcements weekly, 
through Leo Silberman agency; Palm 
a , bod. . Grove Cafe, six one-minute spots 
This rep recommendation for additional dis- weekly. 
maximum of base discount WBBM: Packard Motor Car Co., 


one-minute announcement daily plus 


another up 


, = Ce ¢ three one-minute special announce- 
Oo 21) : 5¢ 
of 5% on 780 broadcasts and another 5% for ments on Saturday, through Youne 4 
1,000 broadcasts. All the frequency) y discounts,! & Rubicam: Illinois Bell Telephone 
with the base discounts included, would, un-| Co., six time signal announcements 
. . weekly ri J y ve 
at 300 times, with der such a scale, amount to 40%. | weekly, through N. W. Ayer. 
ers i 000 lore gear cee 
Among the users in spot of 1,000 or more Boston. — Kat herine MacKillop 


‘ “id ete 
are Itsso, Gruen Watch,} named assistant to David S. Garland, 


sales promotion manager of WEEFI. 















































a ——— —— a sainamieiamiadeae = 
COMPARATIVE RADIO BUSINESS UNIT INDEX }. 
(BASED ON VARIETY RADIO MARKETS) | 
Network Local National Total 
Units. Units. Spot Units. Units. 
Change over last week. error + 0.8% Wg eae as 0.9% 4 03% 
Change over same week "1940. eer +-16.1% +8.8% 12.7% +112% 
*No Change 
(FEBRU ARY 22 COMPARED TO FE BRU ARY I 7 
| } ZC 3 SAN FRANCISCO 
| DENVER | DETROIT SALT LAKE CITY ; SAN I CK 
Network tat” Wattoned Total, Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total 
Unit: Unit s: t Unit Units Units Units Spot Units Units Units Units SpotUnits Units Units Units Spot Units Units Units Units SpotUnits Units 
9 070 4.540 rl 584 ° 15 194 | 8,145 4,419 1,810 14.374 9,643 12,348 4.431 26,422 7,976 Z,010 630 10,921 11,072 3,264 2,062 16,398 
91130 4605 1517 15.252) 8.175 4.452 1,690 14317, 9596 12293 4895 26,784| 7,796 2,317 626 10,729 | 10,896 3,620 1,936 16.45 
, ° * V»eave ’ . Py P P - ner or att oo aos or ! 9 2°07 . a 0.6° ’ A 1% aA: 6% a | 5%, 1 : o, po 3% 
—0.7% ae // + 4% —0.4% —0.4% —0.7% ? as 7.0% +0.4% Be | 0.5 c a 0.4 c 9.5 c 1.4 oO “wv 7 “eevee . Oo scat © 7 isdn 4 5 e L A. 
(ncluded: wea WOAO WCBM. Included: KF EL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) | (Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, (Included: KOYL, KSL, KUTA) (Included KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
' "“WFBR) a WMBEC, WWJ, WXYZ) Senivnioniin | KSFO) 
* No change. | 
~ ' E : OS A! SAN ANTONIO SEATTLE 
SAG | DES MOINES LOS ANGELES ON ; LE 
Network Leeal ge Total ‘Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | ° Units Units Spot Units Units Units Units Spot Units Units Units Units Spot Units ye ay be i Spot po. he 
: 76 | 9 5 A es a,a08 871 1,312 23,520 6,255 8,407 1,450 6,114 3,337 ,302 4( 18,27 
9,945 8,476 | 8,007 2,764 2,952 13,723 | 13,337 8,87 : 23,520 ‘ 0 3,337 oe 8,27 
9,915 hyn ayer 525 | 7,821 2763 2,926 13,510 | 13,208 9,018 1,481 23,707 6,220 | 8,251 | 1,419 15,890 6,357 10,774 7 692 i. 
+0.3% —19% 405% 0.2% | +2.4% Wee +0.9% +1.6% +1% —16% —114% —0.8% | +05% +19% +2.2% +1.4% | —0.3% +4.9%  —T7.4% +2.6% 
= } 
* No change. : — ae * . a 
(Includedi: WBBM, WENR, WGN (Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) (Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, | nel uded: KABC, = KONO, | (Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) KNX) KTSA, WOAT) 
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: National Spot Accounts Currently Active 


! (According to Report from VARIETY’S ‘Radio Marketi Cities’ ) | EXTENDED QN 






































ACCOUNT AGENCY TIME PURCHASES Olson Rug Co. ..........665005. Presba, Fellers & Presba WOAT 
44 Hours, Participations 














j ‘hicle C fadge! rowning & ersey....Announce- E 
American Chicle Co............ Badger, B g & Herse| : ts Paemare MEOCOTS oan. ciccccscses Young & Rubicam........4 Announcements 
nents : 
. Penick & Ford (My-T-Fine BBD&O ...........+-++...-Announcements eam 
American Chicle ......... .... Badger, Browning & aan a Desserts) eee ‘ 
's Hours, 4 Hour Sport News peter Paul (candy) .. .....Platt-Forbes .............Announcements San Antonio, Feb. 28 
American Chicle Co............ Badger, Browning & Hersey, 5-Min News, Philco Radios .. sibs eaace we oe RERRENON BAV. scciicvcas .¥ Hours Biz continued at a brisk pace here 
1 c >; a tr l *h S Ac f } ‘ee > : . . ° 
: H I illsbury Flour re -H itchin on Adv. .........-Announcements with only a few points lost in any 
American Pop Corn....... Buchanan-Thoma: .....Announcements | Lydia E. Pinkham............. Erwin, Wasey.............Announcements one department this week 
Antrol 1. Walter Thompson Participations Pistsperen Cee) «6... ccccscves Walker & Downing....... Announcements | on ’ - haste ; 
ile eDiets doeleae IMS Spots Planters Nut & Chocolate...... Raymond R. Morgan......: Announcements | __ WOAT: Auge I acking Co., through 
Armand Co.- (shave cream.. ussel . Seeds... ..0ss0 ‘ fae 7 I or Longines-Wittnauer. .... ~soe MESUE POSERBOCNE 0.6 6500 Announcements | Coulter-Mueller-Grinsted, three an- 
“Ori abs “lear-Again \rthur Meverhoil ........Announcements . ; ° vamles eet ia 
Aurora Labs. (Clear-Again) oes . . Manhattan Soap Co............ FYOMRUE DUCK: 6.0 chaos 14 Hours, News houncements ‘ary week; renewal, 
a tcc 1, H Megowen-Educator Food Co. | Welch Grape Juice Co., through H, 
imvar “edde ol Oe le c OO ee eee Kee « irs } ee * ) . jeeKs , 
(Himyar Shredded Tobacco) bt : am bt ht ee i dit ee eee Badver & Browning.........Participations W. Kastor & Son, 13 weeks for Irene 
” *3 rnharer MICS , > ) urs . . « ye 
Axton-F isher Tobacco .... - Weiss ¢ i re) tig ae eae dy whe ’ National Refining. .... se somnerman KM, Blls..6 666.6 Announcements Rich transcribed quarter-hour of 
Barbasol, Kreml Feeedwed oss ee ee eee a So at ta - Nehi Corp (Royal Crown Cc ENN ENED Gor aia i eG inn 604-4 Bs dR Ebon 5-Mins. | Dear John,; ackard Motor Car Co., 
Beaumont Labs. ............ Wi RAST s oat acess s Hour News | wes american Accident Incer- through Young & Rubicam, seven 
Beaumont Labs. ; eT ee Franklin Bruck..... % Hour News | *™mouncements per week for two 
“Four-Way Cold Tablets).... 11. W. Kastor .........e.eeeeeeee ‘2 Hours |p, pepper Benton & Rowles....... 1, acta weeks; Ed Steves and Sons, through 
om TP ae Re atad ececcceccccc sc: semnnees GE EIUWICS.cccccces «72 : xin “a ~ eae it : 
Beech-Nut (Beec! CS) vee ceeeeel ewell-Emme ev awavaeevies Chain Breaks | p &G.. .Compton Adv........ ed Station Breaks | Coulter-Mueller-Grinsted, seven 100- 
Beech-Nut Packin:,.......... .oNewell-Emmett.......ccceec0. Chain Breaks Penick « eck (My _T- Fi low ii | word announcements per week: West 
Beech-Nut Packing ~ oe | gerte Pe, BBD&O ............. << Aneuneeenie End Lumber Co., two announcements 
(chewing gum) ; Newell-Emmett .. ... Station Breaks 1 yqia Pinion Erwin, Ware: \nnounceme nt | per week for one year, direct; Star- 
il ali ee ee aoe eee ; H ; reer inn cements b iMntadi 7 hag inn af 
Blue Ribbon Bocks........... .Northwest Radio, Announcements, 5 Mins.! Princess Pat ..................Frank R. Stee! ates .».'4 Hours kist Flotation Toothpaste Co., direct, 
Bristol-Myers ................. Young & Rubicam, 5 Min News, | Quaker Oats................. ..Ruthrauff & Ryan................1; Hours quarter-hour studio program each 
Temperature Reports uaker Oats Trrterert etree: ee eo 14 Hours | cin 8 Ben + 4 a Pei. 
. - . . , > r rlec ( 
Dr. W. B. Caldwell...... .....Sherman & Marquette ...Announcements | Ralston Purina....... Teter: a. sooee¥@ POURS —— ‘—" ' _. : 2 Z Ur 
Campbell Cereal (Malto-\Meal).H. W. Kastor.............Announcements | Ralston Purina ................ Gardner Adv, ...cccccceccccsee.% Hours! Aone ag 4 _ > age 
: a : a : ‘ Page ©! Derby Foods, Inc., for Peter Pan 
Chattanooga Medicine (Black Rockwood Candy .............. DOGO BOW: oiakiskicssssdeces §-h as. |p : 
eo . e 1 o Se eee . ade ‘| Peanut Butter, six announcenients. 
TIORAGED .. . cca nd oes 60% 0 60 CAMO CROSMAN . ooi.nc esac scac sce MQ REOURE | BREE © BENOON «ons vccenes coeds SS ) Announcements | ARC: Renewal from Blackett 
Chrysler Corp. .cccccsccscccves -Lee Anderson.............Announcements | Reid, Murdoch ................ Rogers & Smith......<...4 Announcements | Sons le Hummert of five daily ( rt 
CUEVEIOY COTO kik dissec vies ca J. Stirling Getchell......../ Announcements | Red Heart Dog F:«1........ ..+»Henri, Hurst & McDonald.. :.Participations | so, , : seanintohb as ae” Ra 
Senge ‘ alt - * ba “ie R kw a oi . “ ‘ S| ter-hour programs through Texas 
Campbell Cereal (Malto-Meal).H. W. Kastor.............Announcements ockwood Checolaie Co........ POGGCTAL-AGYV,. 6.6 5-iscccvced Announcements | State Network: Wolf Nursery Co 
Carter LAVGP Pb... sccces ceed Street d@& PFimney ... «os voeesd ‘nnouncements | Savarin Coffee ...... ‘ij. ache) Os EER: be ae ge cine eed % Hours |; varter hour rogram each Mond ay, 
“4: . o~ ie a - sic re SVL ( 
Chrysler Corp.. (De Soto)..... J. Stirling Getchell......; Announcements | Sheaffer Pen ..............00. Russel M. Seeds...........Announcements Snureday aaa Saturday mornings 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ........N. W. Ayer.....-....seeeeees Time Signals | Sheaffer Pen Co. .............. Russel M. Seeds, Announcements, through TSN; Automobile Trad ee 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ........ Ward Wheelock.......... Announcements | Time Signals | post [an mot ce aha red 50 d it 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ....... «Ward Wheelock. ....<...00:. Chain Breaks | Simon & Schuster Mead’s Scalp Specialist 100 pa 
‘ wy. 5 P . : “ar ~ | * 4 : ‘ a « i. » re ~ rs by I e 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ..:.. aes An oy sseeees He ceca Breaks| (income tax manual) ........! Northwest Radio ........, Announcements minute announcements, six per week, 
; erminghé astlemé 4 > | Savari ; S ; . . 
CONG PRORNCM occ cases ccveves. ermingham, Castleman ¢ ierce Savarin Coffee.... sosceece oe GUSSOW-MRann .........Announcements |as well as a five-minute program 
Announcements |W. A. Sheaffer Pen C > -cos> Reus=Ol ML Seerr.......s00. Station Breaks each Tuesday, Friday and Saturday; 
’ 1“ V2 ang arschalk . A 1% — . re Re meet u : i Udy, AU Ch We “high ee 
Congress a re Marschalk wa . Riis oneiedeterwers 2 Hours | Simon & Schuster ¢SBooks) = PORCIFONE WERGID ooo ikkk Sov; ck oer 5-Mins. Wolff and Marx, for Rhythm Step 
Consolidated Drug...........- ¥s Benson & D: weee-eeeeese-- 42 Hours | Standard Brands (Chae & San- Shoes, two one-minute announce- 
Conti Products..............06: Bermingham, Cas stlen Man & Pierce... .. An- og GL | re J. Walter Thompson...... Station Breaks ments per week; Interstate Theatres, 
nouncements | Standard Oil of Indiana re McCann-Erickson .........Announcements Inc., two quarter-hour programs for 
Drake Bakeries......... -soeeo, MOUNG & Rubicom.........4 Announcements | U, S. Playing Cards.......... J. Walter Thomps: Announcements ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’; Sontag 
Dwight Edwards Coffee Co... -McCann-Fricl ievuars Announcements U. S. Lines . scecscccesceess, Walter Thompson ..Announcements | Drug Stores, five announcements per 
eS. ee eer + S. E. Roberts cee eceeees ses Vy Hours V ick c hem “a ié@eendua “4 rse International Announcements week; Alamo Beauty College, five- 
Ford Dealers ...... rer MecCann-Erick weeeeees- Time Signals ; Vick Chemi:a! ..+++...Morse International Announcements | minute program each Monday, 
Gude’s Pepto Mangan. beeen - Morse Intern-tional.......Announcements Walker Remedy eee - Weston-Barnett Announcements | Wednesday and Friday on Jerry Lee 
Hebrew Evangelization Society..T.1™ Westwoo oe ee ......'% Hours | Waltham Fountain Pen .....-United Adv. Service ......5-Mins. | Pechts’ ‘Let’s Dance’ program: Tank- 
Household Magazine ..e--eePresba, Fellers & Presba Walker Remedy Co ..... Weston-Barnett ' Announcements ersley’s, one spot to be used Saturs 
4%, Hours, 4% Hours; Ward Baking .. KE hae oat Sherman K. Elli Announcements | day (22). 
International Harvester.........Aubrey, Moore & Wallace........... Spots | Webster-Eisenlohr ........... -Roberts & Reime: .. Announcements 
International Harvester ....... 4 Aubrey, Moore & Wallace Announcements Wheatena Corp. . ..sesee-..Compton Adv. . ; 14) Hours BLURB- HAPPY DENVER 
Andrew Jergens ......... poeess SURROn Gt BHC. 66 eve seven Full Hours White Labs. (Chec :) ..H. W. Kastor Announcements | 
Meereee OO. oie cscs Caen neteeeen Kenyon & Eckhardt...... Announcements Wilson Co. (Ideal Dog Food)...U. S. Advertisine ....Weather Reports | 
Kellogg Co....... re errr eres & od 4a: | ater nents | Washington State Apples ...J. Walter Thompson......Announcements | Diversity of Accts Hypos Spot— 
ee CU” ¥, Hours , George Washington Tobacco....Wm. Esty .. ..........Announcements Union Pacific R.R. on KOA. 
Kellogg CO. ...cccccccssseveces Kenyon & Eckhardt..... -Announcements Stephen F. Whitman (candy)...Ward Whe eloc D eichesoads Station Breaks : a 
Kemp & Lane (Balsam).......F. A. Hughes..............Station Breaks | Wm. H. Wise (books) ..Northwest Radio etre ..-% Hours | Denver, Feb. 29 
Lever Bros. (Silver Dust)...... iN) 3 oe ..+...Station Breaks | White Labs. (Chooz)... ..Wm. Esty........... _..Announcements! ‘Sales ran to announcements with 
Little Crow Milling Wilson & Co. (Ideal Dow Foul). U. S. Adv.... PRP PI Rie A ¥%, Hours | the exce ption of 156 quarter-hours 
(Coco Wheats) ........05- cep OR Ge StS... sca 6s dickawen 1%, Hours | Wm. Wise (Books).............1 Northwest Radio..... tect eed 5-Mins, | S0ld by KLZ to Denver dress shop, 
Macfadden Pubs. (True Story). Ruthrauff & Ryan........ Station Breaks and 12 quarter-hours sold to Simon 
Manhattan Soap Co........ oye RRR TUCK. . dicses ...% Hour News & Shuster by KOA. 


Manhattan Soap Co...  eeeeee. Franklin Bruck, .Participations, — DEPARTMENT STCRES BUYING RADIO KLZ: Ags 0 ce Co., through 

Station Breaks Young & Rubicam, 17 announce- 

B. Manischewitz Co. (soup).... / Mo. GARGS... 00.0 csaerced station Breaks TIME LAST WEEK ments; Amter’s Paramount Fashion 

Marlin Firearms (razor blades) Craven & Hedrick........Announcements | Shop, through Raymond Keane, three 
— quarter-hours weekly, one year. 





Martinson’s Coffee ............ Al Paul Lefto eeaeeees OCREION Breaks ; ; 
Mission Bell Wines............ Firestone Ady. ........... Announcements STORE CITY TIME PURCHASES . KOA: Union _aeine mallroad, 
—_ Morrell Broadway Dept. Store..........Denve: : aasengaateiea a .... Announcements thr gh B — Co J by 4 age ae 
Red Heart Dog Food)....... Henri, Hurst & McDonald ..Chain Breaks Bullock’s Dept. Store.......... Los Angeles ............ ..%@ Hours eres waultiess aaa ax st po 
Sehn Morrell (E-Z Cut Hams) . ..Henri, Hurst & McDonald. .Participations ,Crowley-Milner Dept. Store.....Detroit ........ Announcements Fei idee Hanly, heed ee , oa ei 
Neighbors of Woodcraft. -commme Wilkins & Cole..;..<.<.«<. 1, Hours | Marshall Field & Co iiacemen errr reTe sy ye Signals neeenge =. - et vA ri a 
O-Cedar Corp. ....... >? Bd 2 a et a Participations Roes Dept. Store........... secemGls LARC. City. isccccccccied f Announceme ents m x B., ye Bin db sent onl gent ice to 


Alaska Quilters, Tuxall Uniform 
Mfg. Co., Williams Bake Shop, Sherie 
dan Blvd. Service, Hurley’s Radio 


| | 
9 department. Azine will pitch in as WHO’ S NEW ACCOUNTS 
a writer and producer. . gee ess STAG BEER INTO 20 
WFBR: Chrysler Motors (Dodge), Consolidaied eceiantis Buys Barn Service Co.. Albert’s Cafe, Austin’s 
three five-minute newscasts a week | Dance—Spots for O’Cedar | MIDWESTERN CITIES Meats, Crestmoor Beauty Salon, 
( ‘ 


- TWO STATIONS Jar Hedges, three 10-minute after- een | Grovesteen & Reed Furniture Co, 
| & Hedges, three 10-minute after-| 6 cl | Guaranteed Heating Service ‘Lou's 
3 : WHO: usehold Maga: : are ‘ g § I 
noon newscasts a week via Maxon, | ,;, O House sole Magazine, St. Louis, Feb. 25. Poultry & Egg Shop, Loop Store, 


through Presba, Fellers & Presba, 





id —_ — a” ; . ‘Three H Boys, 12 quarter-hours: Gardner agency, which has taken Craftsman Painters & ea 
4 IN B T0 gietiiees oa nage Ege 9 —T talston Purina Co., through Gardner jill mgr calla se Brewery peti taille onsay -gge imes Fro 
” Al, be eletinan’ through wy itonetionss Advertising, 39 quarter-hour pro- = = * pe beer), has made an Lock Seles tan ie, Hates Crain 
| of Philadelphia ‘¢ Bi as grams; ( leveland Cleaner & Paste a ee ™ ve . radio will be & Milling Co ‘Meastaal Motors. Kelly 
) WBAL-: CG os fe oe - Co., through Campbell-Sanford, 30 ° of the advertising mediums Coffee Cc At] 4 nah Co olive 
reneral Baki g Co., 220 100-word anno incements, five week- | Which will be used during 1941. A. ; " a. e Sas ge 
i Baltimore, Feb. 25. |. quarter-hour strips by direct! jy; Hi-Lex Co., through The McCord | W- Neally, v.p. of the Gardner Co, 7°04 Dance Hall, ahaa ih 
4 Generel Mekden Ge. boat on = pickup trom oe Phila lel- Co., 49 announcements, 65 and 30 JS 4a ee exec and said a singing ee ee. ee I A. 
both WCAO, local CBS outlet, and me pig e a ag = Ellin, ton; words each, seven weekly; Dr. Salis- 4/merick radio pot program, the ; sash ais ne ; 
’ . ’ rardner Nursery, three five-minute bury’s Laboratories, throug N. A. first of its kind for a suds concoctor 
WBAL, which carries the NBC Blue programs a week through North- Winter Advert sing Agency, 36 an- in this section, will be placed in sta- | * e e 
and Mutual webs hereabouts, this | West Radio; Royal Crown Bottling nouncements, three weekly; Carter tions in 20 key cities in the Midwest, | New Biz ill Abilene 
: week. Business made — ae of ed piven sagas ™ vi a _ fete ‘ Spor Broad- South and Southwest. A St. Louis 
g Sea eetivity semected tk the nations’ eh acter ao eat a weer; eo 3 word anr oaneomen S: ial furnishes the music for Abilene. Texas. Feb. 25 
+ ; : ice-weekly partic- Feminine Products, Inc., through the humorous limericks that are Abilene, Texas, I" 
spot classification by all stations. ipations on ‘Women In the News’, Spot Broadcasting, 120 one-minute composed in the advertising agency One contract for four 15-minute 
’ “ | programs a week and nine spot an- 


Town’s newest radio entry, WITH, through Morse International; John , announcements, three weekly; Omar, and are warbled'by a trio. 


will get under way with gala in- Morrel & Co. (Red Heart Dog Food), Inc., through Hays MacFarland &/| The radio programs will augment nouncement deals have been placed 


on KRBC, local Mutual outlet. 


j augural exercises March 1. Some through Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Co., ‘Musica _Meditations,’ 13 quar- visual advertising in newspapers and ; ‘ aoa 
ter-hour periods; North American billboards. Neally said the reason Four-a-week series is for Wrigies 


= 


assistance from ASCAP by way of, 13 announcements. 
noted tunesmiths in persom expected ..WCBM: Ranger Joe (cereal), 13 Accident Insurance Co., through for the singing limericks is that it gum, placed by the 
to help ballyhoo event for only lo- | Spots; Stylplus Clothes, three-a-weck Franklin Bruck Adv. Corp., 13 quar- has proved to be more entertaining *8€DCY: 


Meyerhoft 















cal station licensed by Society. quarter-hour airings of ‘Take a| ‘er-hour periods, once weekly; Col- than straight word-for-word bally ee lke ses no’ 

, t Reallocation of frequencies by Number’ for one year. a — through ‘ Plough Sales Corp., through nro 
' i FCC, effective March 29, will put —$——_—_—___- hn liakenme a eee thirty-word Virginie 8 ‘ nt ae sig wl aged Bae omen 
aa WBAL on 1090 kilocycles until 9 Hari; , Cor mle ag ae kly; O’Cedar irginia Newcomer Readying ° ortening, through vranke-% rae 
‘ae. p.m. and synchronized with WJZ on ariingen, Texas, License ae cee oe sect Kastor = s ed . Lynchburg, Feb. 25. son & Schiwetz; International Har- 
iy i 770 kilocycles after 9 p.m. Will re- Harlingen, Texas, Feb. 2 Seabee, Secs rements, five New 250-watter for Covington vesver, through Aubrey, Moore = 
| F tain 1,090 slot full time when new; A _ construction permit hes bean pence ge pl epg Co., i ifton Forge, Va., will be ready t Wallace; White Swan coffee, —s 
48 iG on 50,000-watt setup recently granted, granted by the Federal Communi- rosea “Dern Tees ¥ sie ‘+ het. 2 . we about May 15. Owned by rb evens © wegen de os 
a goes into effect early in spring. cations Commission to the Harben- reeiat sentede i ee ee ae | a om ga " tae geen rin ecg tenn a weno con 
+e Rounding out its staff in prepara- ito Broadcasting Co. here. LS eee | will ‘a gt igang Bg ae mae sae nou 
tion of jump to greater power, New station will operate 2 , paene -aert ' | pi gg hs a one ee i 
; . 4 WBAL this Saath hot on Harold fe encelee 2 ith pa cue ene: D1 ae is eit Pg . anata —- comer oe weing built. Rogers & Smith; Purina mills, wena 

bind ’ Ipé ing in Woman’s John F. Arrington, senior membe; direct, and Servel refrigerators 
ih f Azine, formerly of WLS eontinuity | limited time. | hospital after recent operation. | of firm, in charge of construction, | through Couchman a 
i 
+} 


: 
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SONGWRITERS IN UNIFORM 











: — ASCAP Decree Sidelights 3 





44> oor 9444444444444 444464 


Gene Buck and attorney Louis Frohlich engineered the retention of 
Charles Poletti, of the Milton Diamond law firm, as special counsel, 


E. C. Mills, chairman of the executive committee, was the direct contact 
in swaying David Bernstein, the Loew-Metro v.p. and treasurer, not to 
bolt ASCAP with his three music firms, Robbins, Feist and Miller. 


The 1941 decree legalizes the money-allocating system that was in effect 
in 1935. It was then that the seniority, availability and performance 
system was inducted. Now the performances aren't salient and ‘prestige 
of works’ is the substituted thought for seniority and availability. ASCAP 
insiders aver, however, that performances ‘will naturally figure impor- 
tantly in future computations,’ although how is not detailed. It’s no secret 
that the best break for the smaller publishers has been the number of 
performances, because any firm, large or small, if getting a big enough 
hit, will get lots of plugs. 





Julian T. Abeles, Metro copyright Jawyer, who sat in on the consent 
decree ratification meeting of the ASCAP board of directors, last week, 
was instrumental in abbreviating the ratification rider which publisher 
members were required to sign. Abeles objected to the ‘needless where- 
ases’ and suggested to Louis Frohlich, ASCAP counsel, that a much 
simpler document be substituted. Frohlich agreed. 

Abeles contended that a wordy and involved document could commit 
his three companies for provisions in excess of the 10 years which ali 
ASCAP members are now bound. He added there was no telling what 10 
years from now might eventuate for the music business, 

Publishers object to one interpretation in the decree that it recognizes 
the proprietary rights of the writer with the publisher. This ‘co-tenants 
in common’ on a copyright has been a sore spot in publisher-author rela- 
tions. The pubs take the position that if Harms, Inc., owns the copyright, 
that’s that, and the writers haven't anything to say about the adminis- 
tration of the songs that the copyrights cover. It was a major argument 
during the board sessions last week and Oscar Hammerstein, II, was 


adamant it be put to a two-thirds vote, to determine whether there will | 


be another squabble over that clause. It was voted in. 

Thurman Arnold is supposed to have brushed off Sidney M. Kaye, the 
BMI legalist-exec, that ‘it doesn’t concern you or BMI what is put into 
the ASCAP decree.’ Kaye stressed that represents ASCAP’s 
biggest customer—the broadcasters, directly and indirectly through BMI— 
it did concern him. Arnold then refused to go into it further. 


since he 


The $24,000 fines under the Government consent will probably be re- 
funded by the U. S., although that’s not The Society was 
penalized $5,000 and the 12 publisher-directors, representing 19 different 
music firms, were assessed $1,000 per company or an additional $19,000. 


confirmed. 


If only because ASCAP succeeded in getting it into the decree that the 
Society can charge at the source, the masterminds of the organization 
concede that ‘Poletti more than earned his 50 grand.’ 


Songwriters Overshadow Publishers ? 


That’s One Sense of Settlement With Government 


in Business Men’s View 
+ 





A new facet on the ASCAP consent 
decree is music publisher discon- 
tent that ‘the songwriters are running 
the Society.’ Others, more mag- 
Nanimous at this turn in the weight 
of power, concede that the w riters’ | 
cause perhaps was the major issue 
that influenced the U. S. to accord ge - 
ASCAP an improved decree over the | Rose,’ published by Irving Ber- 
originally severe terms. | lin, Inc. 

Gene Buck, as president, and his | Tune has been making strong 
known sympathies for the writers, progress in the coin-machines 
thus becomes the target for criticism | and on the phonograph record 


Clicks Sans Radio 


First tops sheet music seller 
made without the benefit of net- 
work plugs since the war be- 
tween ASCAP and the radio in- 
dustry began is ‘San Antonio 





from some sources. They empha-| counters. 
size that songwriter-directors like pe 
Fred Ahlert, Edgar Leslie, Oscar 


Hammerstein II, George W. Meyer, 
Otto Harbach, Deems Taylor and 
Irving Caesar are in the saddle. 


Until the official consent decree is 

issued and its terms analyzed, it is | 

charged by some that all the U. S. | 
ek? o We 


has done is to legalize many of the 


things with which ASCAP’s rank- | 
and-file took exception. For ex- | aiid 


ample, the clause that the directors 
shall be elected by the membership- 
at-large but ‘according to the stand- 
ing in the Society’ means an un- 
usual influence of power, virtually | ; , : 
’ ate nri . ax t 

maki i ere F certain song fav orites on wax, or no 
i ee Perens to all. But the discers arent sorry 
. , | tha ossible settlement is in view. 
Some of the publisher board-mem- me aD terial 
bers aver that they never knew the| The need for new song ma nt. 
terms of the proposed negotiations | $Uch as the ASCAP henge trea tpd 
until it was done and over with. | 2lone can grind out, is becoming 


They don’t like the idea, either, that 
songwriters can license performance 
fees with the consent of the pub- 


It’s no secret that the ASCAP-radio 
war was and is a windfall for an 
already booming record business, in 
that it compelled the public to get 


of months to effect a new radio deal, 
it will be just about the limit of pub- 


lishers, | lic endurance. 

They state they're back to Ave | Even ASCAP licensees, some 175 
years ago when the ‘works of|indie stations, have been beefing 
prestige’ clause figured. In 1935) anent an insufficiency of new pop 
availability, seniority and  per- music. The Society member-pub- 


lishers have frankly been disinclined 
to ‘waste’ potential hits on a limited 
market, living in the hope of an early 
settlement, 


formances were inducted, the idea 
being a mathematical computation. 
Now this is held to have been dis- 
sipated, 


+ ee 


| acute and, if it takes another couple | 
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|| Poletti Calls ASCAP ‘Stronger’: Writer 


+ Sihasisenaciomentin 


ACTIVE MUSICALLY Regret Slow Mechanics of Ba. Change 


| | Anti-Poletti Bill 
Many Composers in Army, visitas 

Navy and with Air Raid | The N. Y. State legislature 

G ds C . . | yesterday (Tuesday) received a 
uards Continue Their) pill in Albany that would pro- 

Professional Work on Side hibit high state officials from 

- engaging in outside business. 

—Latest Hit, ‘Bless 'Em The proposed measure came as 

All,’ Written by Two Men 

With the Colors 


result of the revelation that 
Lieut. Gov. Charles Poletti had 
received a $50,000 fee as counsel 
for the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers in its negotiations with 
the Department of Justice. 

Senator Walter Mahoney and 
Assemblyman Harold Ehrlich, 
Erie Republicans, introduced the 
bill. 


ASCAP CONSENT 
BEFORE COURT 
MARCH 3 


The presenting of the consent de- 


PARTIAL LIST 








London, Feb. 1. 

Many of the English songwriters 
are in the army but continue their 
songwriting. In fact, many of them 
have turned out hits since donning 
khaki, 

Here's a partial list: 

Eric Maschwitz, author of ‘Bala- 
| laika’ and his more recent success- 
| ful revue, ‘New Faces,’ is now a cap- 
tain attached to the War Office. But 
he can still manage to write a sec- 
;ond edition of ‘New Faces,’ which 
comes to the West-End in March. 

Hal Hallifax, author of ‘Penny 
Serenade,’ is also a captain, in the 
Royal Engineers, 

Jimmy ‘South of the Border’ Ken- | 
nedy is now a second lieutenant, and 
still busy writing numbers. 

Aircraftmen Sid Colin and Ronnie 
Hill have written a hit song since 
joining the Air Force in ‘If I Only 

lad Wings,’ and are now busy on 
another number. 














cree between the Department of 
' Justice and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
was delayed until March 3 on Mon- 
day (24), in the N. Y. federal court, 


as a result of slight revisions of the 


‘Heneker’s Dream’ 
Captain David Heneker (attached decree already tentatively agreed 
to the War Office) is credited with! upon. Judge Henry Warren Godd- 


a couple in ‘There Goes My Dream,’ 
and ‘Much More Lovely.’ and has 
by no means exhausted his writing 
proclivities. 

Flight Lieutenant John Barnes has 
just completed ‘My A.C.W.2,’ dedi- 
cated to the gals in the Royal Air! filing of the new suit, and a consent 
Force, which is about to be pub-/ decree ending the new suit, all at 
lished. the same time. Present in court 

Ross Parker. of ‘There'll Always! were Victor O. Waters, and Warren 
Be An England’ fame, a Naval | Cunningham, Jr. for the Department 
Cadet, but he’s managed to turn of Justice, Milton Diamond and Her- 
hit in ‘Mem’‘ries Live | man Finkelstein for ASCAP, John 
Longer Than Dreams.’ G. Paine, general manager and Her- 

Serceant Phil Park has scored a | man Greenberg, assistant manager of 
bull’s-eye in ‘Oh, What A Surprise ASCAP. It is understood that the 
for the Duce.’ despite his military 
duties in the Royal Army Ordnance 


ard in putting the case over, declared 
that on March 3 he would also hear 
objections to the decree. 

Procedure will be a dismissal of 
the six year old Civil action which 
1as been pending in the court, the 


Is now 


out another 


proved by ASCAP members will in- 


Corps. clude the incorporation in it, of the 
| Paddy Roberts and Sonny Cox, letter sent by the society to its mem- 
(Box. Cox and Roberts) who have , Pers. =: ‘ 

‘Old Faithful” ‘When the Poppies This letter modifies the body of 


limiting the options 


licensing 


successes | the decree by 
open to radio 


music from ASCAP. 


Bloom Again,’ and other 
to their credit. have just completed 
their ‘The Wagon Wheel Is 


Broken.” Former pilot in the 

Royal Air Force, and latter is a iain 

naval officer. Thompson Out as ASCAP 
Publicity Down to Bone 


stations in 


latest, 


Writer of ‘Speak to Me of Love,’ 


Bruce Sievier, is now a squadron 
leader in the Air Force Order has gone through from 
Vivian Ellis, who is responsible for ASCAP general headquarters dls- 


banding Coast publicity department 
releasing William Thompson 
Murray remains publicity 


the entire score of the Jack Hulbert- 
Cicely Courtneidge new show, is a and 
lieutenant in the Navv Robert 


Bert Reid. author of ‘Quarterma chief in New York with Dan McNa- 
ter’s Stores.’ is a quartermaster ser- mara continuing as gene ral aide to 
peant n the Roval Fusileers: while E. C. Mills Murray succeec to the 
Jim Church. of ‘Arm in Arm To-_| post vacated by A. P. Waxmar 
gether’ fame, is a private in the 

oval AIrmMmyv Ordr ance Cx rp ” 

Grote: Dectord wie has yatesm-| ‘PROMS STEAL SUPT 
pleted ‘M sippi Mam: necially 


le Hall. is a fire Milton Diamond Will Get the Wis- 
consin Appearance Chore 


written for Adelai 
man in the defense service 

‘Bless ’Em All,’ . 
lished, has already sold over 100,000 Before ASCAP can consider itself 
entirely out of the dukes of the Fed- 
eral government it has to clear up 
another piece of litigation and that’s 
which the Department of 
Milwaukee 


instance it will 


number iust nub - 


copies, and has been voted as likely 
to prove the war song of this vear. 
It was written by Jimmy Lally and 
Frank Kerslake. Former is a de- the suit \ 
fense fireman and latter is in the Justice filed cade 
Royal Air Force, 


several 
weeks ago. In this 
. Ey ea oe face one of its bitterest foes, Fed- 
° eral] Judge Ryan Duffy, who while 

Form Melodies Corp. !in the U.S. senate introduced a bill 
Albany, Feb. 25. to ASCAP’s powers 

The Melodies Schenectady Corp. | under the copyright law. 
has been chartered to conduct a The ASCAP board has 
business in providing music for res- have Milton Diamond 
taurants, grills, ete., with principal before Judge Duffy in 
office in Schenectady. Capital stock sent decree and taking, a 
is $20,000, $50 par value. nolo contendere. Industry legalites 
Directors, each holding 22 shares have raised the question whether 
of stock, are: Albert N. Gordon and this move will be legal unless it re- 
Andrew M. Gibeau, of Albany, and. ceives the ratification of the ASCAP 


John F. Krause of Schenectady. membership. 


emasculate 


+ 


agreed to 

represent it 
filing the con- 
plea of 


changes in the decree as already ap- 


General meeting of the ASCAP 
membership at the Astor hotel, N.Y., 
| last Thursday night (20), which had 
| been called to ratify the consent de- 
cree, was marked by a storm of ap- 
| proval when Charles Poletti, special 
| ASCAP counsel and N. Y, lieuten- 
ant-governor, explained that under 
the decree the ASCAP board would 
hereafter be elected by the mem- 
bers. In subsequent discussions 
; among themselves the writers mem- 

bers came to the realization that this 
provision was pretty much of a joker 

since it did not require the present 
writer faction on the board to make 
more than one change a year. 

| Matter of voting for this one di- 
rector will be taken up at a special 
meeting which will be called in any- 
where from 30 to 60 days, if not 
ater. This same meeting will also 
adopt the modification of the bylaws 
entailed in the acceptance of the 
; consent decree. Sentiment among 
| writers strongly favors the resigna- 
'tion of the entire representation of 
| popular songwriters on the ASCAP 
| board so that their confreres in the 
'ranks may decide whether they want 
to retain them in office or make re- 
placements The boardmen named 
in these outside discussions are Irv- 
ing Caesar, Fred E. Albert, George 
W. Meyer, Edgar Leslie, and Johnny 
Mercer. All but Mercer have been 
on the board for many years. 

Meeting which ratified the decree 
was attended by around 700 members 
and there wasn’t a single dissenting 
voice. Only one that spoke at length 
was Poletti, who after explaining 
each item in the decree, gave it as 
his opinion that the Society had 
come out of its joust with the U. S. 
Department of Justice stronger than 
ever. The angles, he said, which put 
ASCAP under a pall of illegality had 
been dispelled and that in the eyes 
of the law and the public ASCAP 
could now be considered as operat- 
ing entirely as a lawful business en- 
terprise. 


NEW RADIO 
COMMITTEE 


New radio negotiating committee 
on behalf of ASCAP retains three of 
the original quartet, with Irving 
Caeser dropped, and John O’Connor 
,; replacing him. Walter Fischer, 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d and Herman 
Starr, who was chairman of the first 
committee, continue. They, in turn, 
are now augmented by ASCAP’s 
three paid officers, Gene Buck, John 
G. Paine and E. C. Mills, whereas 
heretofore the Starr committee 
functioned 

Also this realignment, in 
being two writers and two pubs, 


Hammerstein as the lone songsmith 


| 


| 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


alone 
tead of 


sees 


the radio committee. 
Gerald Griffin’s Question 
The ASCAP handicappei ire al 
ezdy laying odds who will | 


from the board and who will suc- 


ee The nakeup of the new Society 
board, under the decree, right now 
the No. 2 interest doping 


» contract with the 


negotiated. 


now soon a Tradl 
1e.works will be 
At the general membership meet- 
ing of the Society at the Hotel Astor, 
N.Y., one songwriter, Gerald Criffin, 
asked Charles Poletti and Gene Buck 
from the floor ‘what about the self- 
perpetuating board.’ 3uck stated 
that ‘would come up in the course 
of events, undoubtedly the next 
meeting. but that the immediate 
business in hand was the ratification 
of the U.S. consent decree. 


NEW BMI CATALOG INDEX 
Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
put out the second volume of its 
general publication index. 

The volume contains over 36,000 
elections listed alphabetically, with 


| 52 publishers represented, 
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Text of ASCAP’S Consent Decree with U.S.A. 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES ing conditions affecting its market for or marketability of right or power to restrict from public performance for protit 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, performing rights. by any licensee of said defendant any copyrighted musica! 
FEBRUARY TERM, 1941 (3) Detendunt, ASCAP, shall not require, as a condition composition in order to exact additional consideration for tha 

to any offer to license the public performance for profit of performance thereof, or for the purpose of permitting tha 

Unitep STATES OF AMERICA, a musical composition or compositions for radio broadcasting, fixing or regulating of fees for the recording or transcrib g 
Plaintiff, a license fee of which any part shall be (a) in respect of of such composition; provided, however, that nothing in thig 
ercial programs, based upon a percentage of the income sub-paragraph shall prevent said defendant or its members 











‘ 


Vv. C 
AMERICAN Sociniry oF Cc MPOSER oe — received by the broadcaster from programs in which no from restricting performances of a musical composition 
AUTHORS AND PUBLISHER GEN! ( I\ IL DEC REE musical composition or compositions licensed by said dee order reasonably to protect the work against indiscriminate 
Buck PRESIDENT; GEORGE W fencant for performance shall be performed, or (b) in ree performances or the value of the public performance for 
MEYER, SECRETARY; AND GUSTAVE spect of sustaining programs, an amount which does not vary profit rights thereon or to protect the dramatic perform); g 


SCHIRMER, TREASURER, in proportion either to actual performance, during the term rights therein, or, as may be reasonably necessary in co: 
Defendants. } of the license, of the musical compositions licensed by said nection with any claim or litigation involving the perform): g 


This cau nme wn to te heard. on this. Sed dew of def ndant for performance, or to the number of programs rights in any such composition. 

nig cause came on to be heard on ti Plait, on which such compositions or any part of them shall be 

March, 1941, the plaintiff being represented by Thurman performed; provided, however, that nothing herein contained ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Arnold, Assistant Attorney-General; John T. Cahil » Un ited shall prevent said defendant from licensing a radio broads (8) The Society shall not elect the members of the Board 
States Aitorney for the Southern District of New York; ter, on either or both of the foregoing basis, if desired by of Directors in any manner other than by a membershin 





pen Intere Snecia) Acsistant t » Attornev-Genera sop . : . . ° , . tice 
Victor O, Waters, Special Assistant to the Attorne; a eral, such broadcaster, or upon any other basis desired by such vote in which all author, composer and publisher members 
Panevan Cunninghs " special # by. f the ce- , ‘ eek fn tomas _ 
and Warren Cunningham, Jr., Spe cial patie oy : broadcaster. shall have the right to vote for their respective representa. 
. -epresente r the r sel, anc aving ap- ’ . : 
fendants being represented by their counsel, and having ap With respect to any existing or future performing license tives to serve on the Board of Directors. Due weight may 


ee ee heir ans’ . th ‘omplaint rein. ; : . : ; 
peared and filed their answer to the complaint herein agreement on a per program basis of compensation with a be given to the classification of the member within the 


It appears to the Court that defendants herein have con- ‘adio broadcaster, defendant, ASCAP, shall not, if required Society in determining the number of votes each member 
sented in writing to the making and entering of this decree, h I least 





I 

1g by such broadeaster, refuse to offer either or both of the may cast for the election of directors. Upon the expiration 
without any findings of fact, upon condition that neither such following basis of compensation which may be specified by of the terms of office of the present directors, the provisions 
consent nor this decree shall be construed as an a imission the broadcaster: of this section shall apply to the election of their successors. 
or adjudication that said defendants have violated any law. (a) in respect of sustaining programs a per program Thereafter, not less than one-twelfth of the total members! D 

t further appears to the Court that this decree will pro- license fee, expressed in terms of dollars, requiring the pays of the Board of Directors shall be elected annually. 

vide suitable relief concerning the matters alleged in the ment of a stipulated amount for each program in which mue (9) Defendant, ASCAP, shall provide in its by-laws that 
complaint filed herein and that by reason of the aforesaid sical compositions licensed by said defendant shall be pere the Society shall not distribute to its members the moneys 


consent of defendants and its acceptance by plaintiff it is ail formed: received by granting the right to perform copyrighted mnu- 
necessary to proceed with the trial of the action, or to take _(b) in respect of commercial programs, as per program sical compositions publicly for profit on any basis other th 
testimony therein, or that any a ljudication be made of the license fee, either expre ed in term of dollars, requiring the number, nature, character and prestige of the copyrighted 
facts. oo pares ; shoal a ata heater ad wy eh arnnct tne r? which = musical compositions composed, written or published by e 
Now, therefore, upon motion of plaintiff, and in accordance t ee bs pe te ry ae “cy val ty ptedg - pee poll car member, the length of time in which the works of the mer 
with said consent, it is hereby Oe ae es onson of rie eesena= ber have been a part of the catalog of the Society, and popu- 
ant, the payment of a percentage of the revenue derived by jarity and vogue of such works. all to be determined in a 
ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED the licensee for the use of its broadcasting facilities in cone 7 Aer : = ra “ 


; A rir ; fair and non-discriminatory manner. 
I he Court has jurisdiction of the subject-matter set nection with such program. 


forth in the complaint and of the parties hereto with full In the event that defendant shall offer to license the publie CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP 

power and authority to enter this decree, and the complaint performance for profit of a musical composition or composle (10) Defendant, ASCAP, shall not require as a condition 
states a cause of action against the defendants under the Act tions for radio broadcasting upon either or both of the fore precedent to eligibility for author or composer membership 
of Congress of July 2, 1890, entitled ‘An Act to Protect Trade going per program basis, and shall also offer to license such in the Society the regular publication of more than one mu- 
and Commerce Against Unlawfu! Restraints and Monopolies’ performance on a basis of compensation which shall not vary _ gical composition or writing by any person who regularly 


} — , lement: re Tt lirec 7, ‘tinn either anatase er one : , : 
and the acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto. in direct proportion either to actual performances during practices the profession of writing music and the text or 
. h yyy h iPensee > licics ‘(OMNposition irene a A ; 
II. Defendants, Gene Buck, as President of the American the term of the licenses of the musical comvositions licensed lyrics of musical works. 


ie Ri q numa CBettaliahaw . ‘ce W by said defendant for performance or to the number of pro- La : i . 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers; George W. ei : : p III, The terms of this decree shall be binding upon, and 
> > Ca be ‘ustave Schit or, Treasurer; and Ameri- grams On which musical compositions licensed by defendant hall ctend ach ar wery oF e ae ; 
Meyer, Secretary; Gustave nhirmer, sPeast ty ¢ é yy es cenit Maieiiee aieatl ne b faith oo that shall extend to each and every one of the successors in in- 
- ce ° . ~ atha ana Yb] } . te yffi- Sn pe yerTrto nea, aerencan snail ac In Fon 1t s ‘ mi ‘, ~ . 
can Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, its off there shall be a relatt 1 3 \ : basis terest of defendant, ASCAP, end to any and all corporations, 
‘ : ‘vantse employees. members. ; there s]} be a relationship between such per program bas ae : ‘latat 
cers, directors, agents, servants, employees, me nbers, and P : : : 4 pepe “he i .% partnerships, associations and individuals who or which may 
: , “paral 4 amy a a ’ half are her hy ar cu } oth ° ) ’ Iustifiable .ur annie le yusines ; 7 : . ee 
all persons acting or claiming to act on its benall are hereby age tae mag ee ites = ess acquire the ownership or control, directly or indirectly, of 
“9 a ‘ ool . 1 from er terir ‘ nto or factors. Including aval bilitv, s » that there w he no frustra- , el haem + A ° ‘ 
perpetually enjoined and restrainea Irom ent » = ; hie . +4 : ear ford 11 all or substantially all of the property, busin 5 
‘ } » indivrantis ny con nation r con- tion oO ne purpose ¢ this sub-paragraph to affor rac Tal , ' 7 
carrying out, directly or indirectly, any combination or Cor! , ‘ : , mee F acso of defendant, ASCAP, whether by purchase, - 
: : q “tae tate trade and n ree. as all road ters aiternat\ as} f ‘OMmpensation. : 
spiracy to restrain interstate trade and commerce, as allenea : , = dation, reorganization or otherwise None 1 





in the complaint, by doing, perfornring, agreeing upon, enter- AT THE SOURCE or requirements herein imposed upon the 











ing upon or carrying out any of the acts o1 things herein- (4) Defendant, ASCAP, shal! not license the public per- apply to the acquisition of or licensing of the right to per- 
fter in this paragraph ITI prohibited formance for profit of any musical composition or compost« form musical compositions publicly for profit outside the 
(1) Defendant, ASCAP, shall not, with respect to any tions except on a basis whereby, in so far as network radio United States of America, its territories and possession 
musical composition, acquire or assert any exclusive per- broadcasting is concerned, the issuance of a single license, IV. For the purpose of securing compliance with this 
forming right as agent, trustee or otherwise on behalf of any authorizing and fixing a sinsle license fee for such performe decree, and for no other purpose, duly authorized representa- 
copyright owner, its men bers, or other sedandeiarte of the per- ance by network radio broadcasting, shall permit the simul- tives of the Department of Justice shall, on the written re- 
forming rig] t. o1 pursuant to al y ur aerstanding or agree- taneous broade ting of such nerform: nee by all stations on quest of the Attorney-General or an Assist int Atto1 
ment with such owner, or its.smembers, to pay for such right the network which shall broadcast such performance, withe General and on reasonable notice to defendant, ASCAP, n ; 
a share of, or an amount measured by, the receipts or reve- out requiring separate licenses for such several stations for to the principal office of said defendant, be permitted (a) 
nues of said defendants. Nothing herein contained shall be such performance sonable access, during the office hours of said defendant 
construed as preventing defendant, ASCAP, from regulatin (5) With respect to any musical composition in defend- all books, ledgers, accounts, corie pondence, memoranda, and 
the activities of its members in the following respects: ant’s catalog of musical composition licensed for radio other records and documents it the possession or under the 
(a) Bu requiring all moneys derived from the issuance broadcasting and-which or shall be lawfully recorded for control of said defendant, relating to any of the matters con- 
of licenses by the resnective members of defendant to be perforn mee OF) Spe fied commercially ponsored programs tained in this decree: (b) ubject to the reasonable cor 
paid by the licensee to defendant and distributed in the on an elect ir n va pt n or on other specially prepared ence of said defendant and without restraint of interfe 
same manner ag other revenues: record tion inte nde 1 for bro ide st ng purpose ss said defend- from it, and subject to any legally recognized privilege, to 
i> dnc feiiab ins: Silk tek ated Bias ee ee oe ant shall not ref se to ofer 1 » license the pub ¢ perform Mnterview officers or employees of said defendant, who 
ms eek aphehe he daar > Meewens hatoee the ance for pri fi by designated radio broadcasting stations of have counsel present, regarding any such matters: and sa 
ao = trad such composition by a ingie licensee to any manufacturer, defendant, on such request hall submit such reports 
‘ , producer or distributor of n c n or recordation respect of any such matte may from time to time be 
(c) By / rey } g ( to ; ivert ( advert n ( whose behalf reasonably necessary for the roper entorcement f this 
exclusive lic ses to ¢ TCial USETS OF 7 Cc; £ h tra ription or 1 rdatio ll he been made who decree; provi led, however, that mation obtair 1 r the 
(d) By requir _as a condition precedent to the issu- ! req t such license, whic! ngle license shall authorize means permitted in this ; i] not be « 
ance of a license by an individual member of the Society, the broadcasting of the recorded mposition by means of any representative of the Department of Justice to any per- 
the approval and consent, to be obtained by the licensor, — such transcription or recordation by all trade stations enum- gon other than a duly authorized representative of the De- 
of the composer (s), author (s).and publisher subject to erated by the licensee, on terms and cond ns fixed by said partment of Justice, except in the course of legal proceeds 
ae ble reaula as may be adopted by the defendant, without requiring separate licenses for such ings in which the United States is a party or as otherwise re- 
Society for that purpose enumerated stations quired by law. , 
e) By prohibiting the members from granting licenses (6) Defendant, ASCAP, shall not, in connection with any 14 ie } . : . : ( ’ 
Pi Macs, z to persons, firms, corporations or enterprises, offer to license by it the public performance for profit of Prd pagans bog a % ; ae ie = 3 
including Brocdcast Music, Inc., the right to license or specific musical compositions by users other than broade- : } nig ty a “1 . ee oe 
ne vm ng ee ee Se —_ syns erage Popa’ roo sag 8 — Fi, pn ther std (6) shall become effective nine 9) 
a adie tmp se Tce poe ket ak ualiat oil fixed by said defendant for the performance of such specifie ame allo the effective date of the other provisions of 
M performance rights are owned or controlled by the re- (1.e., per piece) musical compositions, the use of which shall - , 
: —_—, spective members of the Society. juested by the prospective licensee; and shall not, in Pi Dupre pet tiagaodl aay ee ar cea aon 
* fs sin: seals - connection with anv offer to license by it the publi me Of enabling any of the parties to this decree to make appli- 
a “ NO TERMS DISCRIMINATION formance fol ne fit. if . Se = TP sad } See cation to the Court sod time after the effective date hereof 
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‘Goodbye to Love’ Action Washed Up 
In New Yok 








would settle for with radio under a’ no formula. The job of form ing | have a weapon in its dealing with | accustomed. Also that if the con- 
new coniract, with t!] it contends, is | ASCAP, (2) is BMI to be sold, (3) | testants keep stalling around too long Suit of Carl Field, Henry and Jeff 
working out the split formu] but entirely that of ASCAP. Before it is it to be folded or liquidated, or | the same Department will lend a Clarkson, songwriters, against 20th 
this, according to ASCAP sources, | sits down with ASCAP it will want | (4) should BMI be taken into ASCAP | hand in forcing quick action. Century Fox Film Corp., Con Con- 
was firmly rejected, to know how much ASCAP will | as Part of the general settlement? rad, Herb Magidson and the Sam 
want on a blanket deal. how much it |1n BMI broadcasting has a stake of Fox Publishing Co. was settled it 
will take on a flat revenue arrange- | between $3,000,000 and $3,500,000. of the N. Y. federal court Thursday 
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Bargaining Position 


Dick Dorso, with William Morris 
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pending the closing of contracts. The | ably lower than the ore contained in’ on for at least six months. Intima- Charge of Coast band activities, 
terms could then be made retroac-|the contracts ASCAP offered radio tions have come fron Washington 


mance,’ written by both individuat 
defendants, published by Sam Fox 
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and used as the title and as a featur 
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UNDER CONSENT DECREE 


1. ASCAP is barred from asserting exclusive or sale 
rights to a member's works. Member may license di- 





rectly, but not without authority of other parties 
sharing copyright, and not without permission of 
ASCAP. Members in no event may issue exclusive 


license tO a commercial user of music or grant licenses 
or assignments to others for re-licensing, with Broad- 
cast Music specifically coming under this taboo. All 
moneys derived from licenses issued by members di- 
rectly must be paid directly to ASCAP for distribution 
in the same manner as other revenue, 


2. Enjoined from showing discrimination in prices 
or terms between similarly situated licensees except if 
justified by different business factors or changing con- 
ditions in marketability of performing rights. 


3. Broadcasters have choice of doing business with 
ASCAP on per program, per piece or bulk fee basis, 
in case of either sustaining or commercial programs, 


4. Performing fee for network programs must be 
paid ASCAP at source and not by individual stations. 
Principle is innovation for relationship between ASCAP 
and networks. 


5. Advertiser has privilege when obtaining a me- 
chanical right for transcription to demand performing 
licenses covering specified number of stations, with all 
such rights contained in a single license and at an 
inclusive price. 


6. Users of music cther than broadcasters must be 
given choice of ASCAP license on per performance, 
per program or bulk. This requirement does not be- 
come effective for nine months, whereas new arrange- 
ment with broadcasters becomes effective within 90 
days. 


7. ASCAP is barred from restricting any tunes 
from public performance for purpose of edllecting ad- 
ditional fee, excepting (1) reasonably to protect a work 
against indiscriminate performances which would tend 
to destroy its value (2) protect a work’s dramatic per- 
forming rights (3) as reasonably necessary in connec- 
tion with any claims or litigation involving a work's 
performing right. 


8. ASCAP directors as their terms expire must be 
elected by general membership. Number of votes cast 
by each member may be determined by his classifica- 
tion within the Society. Only two new directors out 
of the 24 must be elected each year. 


9. Distribution of royalties must be based on num- 
ber, nature, character and prestige of a member’s 
works, the seniority of a member’s works, and pop- 
ularity and vogue of such works, 


10. Writers to be eligible for admission on publi- 
cation of one work, providing writing songs is regular 
occupation. 


——— 


ASCAP—Before and After 
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BEFORE CONSENT DECREE 


1. ASCAP had exclusive performing rights of all 
members’ works. Anyone was barred from dealing di- 








rectly with a music user unless a commercial program | 
wanted exclusive rights of a composition as theme | 


song, or, rarely, for dramatic purposes on radio. 


2. In recent years ASCAP has sought to establish | 


scales and formulas of various classes of licensees in 
place of previous system of licensing at what the traffic 
would bear. 


3. Broadcasters paid a stipulated sustaining fee per 
Station and in addition a fee of 5% on all commercial 
business excepting religious programs, 


4. ASCAP collected fee on network commercials 
from stations and issued no licenses directly to net- 
works as such, 


5. Advertiser using transcription was permitted 
only to obtain a manufacturing license through copy- 
right owner’s agent. Since ASCAP held the latter’s 
exclusive performing right it was necessary for sta- 
tions playing the transcription to have an ASCAP 
license, with ASCAP looking to the station for the 
commercial performing fee, 


6. Hotels, taverns, dancehalls, cafes, etc., are now 
licensed strictly on a flat fee basis, paid monthly. 
Under decree ASCAP is not required to drop this 
license form if licensee is delinquent in payments. 


7. ASCAP had privilege of pulling any work out | 


of its playable catalog, with result that this practice 
was abused. Publishers and writers alike withdrew 
numbers at the least provocation and developed side- 
business of collecting fees from commercial programs 
for theme and other uses. 


8. Membership had no voice in election of directors, 
these being self-perpetuating. 


9. This method, as far as publisher classification fs | 
Publishers have | 


concerned, was abandoned in 1935. 
since been paid off on a more scientific, or mathe- 
matical, formula, to wit: 50% for performance, 30% 
for availability, or value of the catalog, and 20% for 
seniority. 
the status quo of certain writers whose royalty shares 
have been under much fire from the ranks, 


10. Minimum of five published songs required for | 


admission, and even then it was a struggle to get in. 





Publishers Guarding Status Quo 


Existing Rights and Terms With Writers Protected 


by Resolution 


| ASCAP Wisecracks 








At the ASCAP consent-decree 
ratification meeting, Billy Rose 
called for a_ facetious 


prayer’ for E. B. Marks, who 
bolted ASCAP for BMI, adding, 


‘silent 





Siatcteatlinneaiiais + 
Publishers on the ASCAP board | 
last week succeeded in getting a | 


| however, that ‘perhaps his con- 
| science will take care of that.’ 
‘Hts conscience is doing pretty 
| 


Clause as written into the decree protects | 


resolution put through that would 
protect them against any aunane| 
in the basic contract between them 
and the writers as the result of the 
terms in the consent decree. This 
resolution agrees that nothing in the 
decree is to be construed as chang- | 
ing the existing rights which pre- | 
vail in the society between publisher 
and writer members and makes this | 
understanding binding for the next 
10 years. 

The resolution was heatedly op- 
posed by Irving Caesar and when 
the vote was taken Caesar was 
Joined in the negative count by Fred 
E. Ahlert, Edgar Leslie and George 
W. Meyer. Saul Bornstein, of Ir-| 
ving Berlin, Inc., introduced a meas- 
ure, 

Under the decree a copyright 
Owner may license his work directly | 
Provided he obtained the joint au- 
thority of co-writer and publisher 
and in order for this provision to 
become effective it was necessary to | 
modify the membership agreement. | 
It was feared by some publishers | 
that some writers might construe | 
this clause as giving them the right | 
to a greater consideration than they | 

ave under their contracts with the | 
Publishers, which is 50% of the per- 
forming rights. The _ resolution 
makes it mandatory for all parties | 
to a copyright to consult with! 
ASCAP before issuing a license and | 
Berved as the basis of the rider 
Which writers signatured when they 
Tatified the consent decree at last | 


ursday night’s (20) meeting at the | producers of ‘Three Minute Shorts’ | et. al. 


Astor hotel, New York. 


| dictory. 
|out, the department says that the 


Robert Daru Scores ‘Smear’ 


Complaint against ‘smearing’ of 
many of the country’s best-known 
songwriters by including them as co- 
conspirators in the criminal com- 
plaint filed by the Department of 


| Justice against ASCAP was made 


last week. Protest was voiced to 
Assistant Attorney-General Thurman 
Arnold by Robert Daru, attorney for 
a group of ASCAP and non-ASCAP 
members which had previously filed 
charges with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission that broadcast- 
ers have acted against ‘public inter- 
est. convenience and necessity’ in 
establishing BMI. 

Daru squawked to Arnold that the 
D. of J. complaint was se!f-contra- 
In one breath, he pointed 


ASCAP board and directors were 
‘running the whole show and ex- 
ploiting the membership.” Then it 
charges each member of the society 
with being a co-conspirator. ‘It is 
not only inconsistent, it is superflu- 
ous and unfair,’ Daru stated. He 
asked withdrawal of the charges 
against the ASCAP membership. 
While in Washington Thursday 
(20), Daru also filed supplementary 
information on the petition previ- 
ously presented to the FCC. His 
principal charge is that BMI stock 


was forced by various threats on sta- | 


tions affiliated with the networks. 





will write tunes for Featurettes, Inc., 


for the juke trade. 


well in Florida, I hear,’ was an- 
other wisecrack, in retort. 











WHN EXPLOITS ASCAP 


LINK, GETS PRESS PLUGS 





WHN, New York, has been pub- 
licizing its status as an ASCAP li- 


censee, particularly as regards its 
recorded programs. The result has 
been chatter items and program list- 
ing highlights in the local paper 


Programs featured involved the mu- 
sic of Victor Herbert, Ferde Grofe, 
Rodgers and Hart and George Gersh- 
win. 

In the past the papers confined 
their highlighting of recorded shows 
pretty much to classical and operatic 
fare. 





Margaret Hartigan 


| In RCA Protiction 





Margaret Hartigan, longtime pri- 
vate sec to Charles O’Connell, man- 
ager of repertoire artist at RCA 
Victor, is now head of publicity in 
the Camden (N. J.) 
succeeding Richard Proskauer. Lat- 
iter has joined Sheldon Coons in 
| special merchandising consultation. 


Young Proskauer is the son of| 
Roy Newell and Louis Herscher former Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, 
personal attorney to David Sarnoff, 
James Stanley continues as; ASCAP and _ its 


| press aide, 


headquarters 


Edgar Leslie's Payoff Slide-Rule 





Has Plan for Drastic Revision of ASCAP Dividend 
| Disbursement Method—So Has Benee Russell 
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Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Picketing the building which 
| Quarters Broadcast Music, Inc., 
| Dorothy Lapelle paraded in the 
| rain for a few days with a sign 
| reading ‘BMI Unfair to Young 
| Writers.’ She said she’ll stick it 
| out until] at least one of her 
ditties is accepted by Harry En- 
gel, BMI head here. She also 
passed out leaflets with her own 
wordage castigating BMI and 
ASCAP. 

Engel said he auditioned three 
of her numbers, but none was 
acceptable. He declared that 500 
songs by new writers have been 
published by BMI in the past six 
months. 


Treat Holdouts 
As Culprits, 
Sez Kennedy 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Proposal for Federal price-fixing 
in connection with performing rights 
is the latest repercussion from the 
tug of war between the broadcast- 
ing industry and Tin Pan Alley. 
Fundamental change in the whole 
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Edgar Leslie, songwriter member 
of the ASCAP board, has been worke 
ing on an ASCAP dividend system 
|for songwriters which ‘the 10 Down- 
|ing street of Tin Pan Alley,’ Lindy’s, 
{votes almost infallible for practical 
usage. Name songwriters and those 
up-and-coming, who have heard of 
it, alike agree that it’s the fairest 
system yet devised. Another song- 
smith with a claimed panacea for 
those ‘Quarterly ASCAP  Divvy 
Blues’ is Benee Russell. He is hud- 
dling with Charles Poletti this week 
to set forf& his plan, and will turn it 
over to Gene Buck. 

General idea is that the arbitrary 
classifications are out; that a song hit 
writer must battle his way through 
many years of traditions and red- 
tape obstacles before he achieves a 
suitable classification, whereas the 
_very year in which his hit or hits 
are widely performed, he might be 
earning a pittance relatively. 

It also affords a very good financial 
‘cushion’ for the veteran songsmiths, 
with accumulated catalogs but who 
may at the moment be ‘written out,’ 
and still it avoids the objections, as 
aired currently, that many of these 
inactive tunesmiths are getting far 
| beyond their worth. 

Leslie’s is a mathematical system 
and his intimates are certain that as 
and when the new order of things 
within ASCAP assert themselves 
that this will be the happy solution. 

Prime idea is that it raises the 
earning potentials of songsmiths in 
the lower-divvy brackets, and since 
these constitute the rank-and-file 
membership it will automatically 
eliminate a majority gripe against 





theory of the copyright system, a 
move to protect ‘the public against | 
fraud, extortion, exorbitant rates and | 
similar abuses,’ would be made by 
a bill introduced in the House last | 
week by Rep. Martin J. Kennedy, | 
New York Democrat. | 

The panacea for the radio-music | 
war is in effect an amendment to the | 
|; Federal Trade Commission act, de- | 
claring that performing rights are 
clothed with the ‘public interest’ 
| just as broadcasting licenses. Any- 
body refusing to make music avail- 
_able for public performance on ‘fair 
and reasonable’ terms would be 
guilty of unfair competition. Pen- 
alties range from loss of the copy- 
right to $5,000 fine and one year be- 
hind the bars. 

Kennedy proceeds on the theory 
that the public is entitled to what- 
ever music it wants and the copy- 
right act confers a monopoly only | 
for the purpose of encouraging tal- | 
ent, not to the extent of allowing | 
creators to dictate take-it-or-leave-it | 
terms. The bill would not apply to | 
individuals, however; only to ‘two |} 
or more persons, owners, assignees 
|or possessors of a United States 
}copyright on any musical produc- 
| tion.’ 
Unique feature of the Kennedy | 
| bill- a drastic departure from the | 
behind American copy- 
right and patent laws—is the pro- 
vision for recapture and auctioning 
of the copyright. Stubborn individ- 
j}uals could be proceeded against in 
the Federal courts and the copyright 
could be confiscated ‘if the Commis- 











| philosophy 


sion has reasonable cause to believe 
| that the owner, licensee or possessor 
'of such copyright has refused to com- 
ply with the order of the Commis- 
sion.’ Then the copyright would be 


at ¢ 
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peddled to the highest bidder 


public sale or might be revoked alto- 


getner 


Ira Arnstein Sues BMI 


Ira B. Arnstein, who has not been 
heard of much in the courts of late, 
filed suit Monday (24) in the N. Y. 


|federal court against Broadcast 
! Music, Inc., George Fragos, Jack 
Plaintiff 


Baker and Dick Gasparre. 
| denemes the plagiarism of his song 
‘Sadness Overwhelms My Heart,’ 
written under the name of Richard 
| Barton, in BMI’s ‘I Hear a Rhap- 
sody.’ 

| Plaintiff submitted his song along 
with 10 others to BMI in August, 
1940. Defendants are accused of 
having retained the songs an unrea- 
| sonable length of time and then re- 
‘turned them. An injunction, ac- 
| counting of profits, and damages are 
sought. 


Arnstein has been a prolific if un-' 


| successful litigant in the past against 
writer-publisher 
i members, 


|'which also puts out ‘Dance gar 


the ASCAP system of dividends. 
True, since the money must come 
from somewheres, it will cut down 
on some of the sinecures that the 
Society’s so-called ‘inner circle,’ 
sentimental veterans, and others 
have enjoyed, but the most influen- 
tial proponents and endorsers of Les- 
lie’s songwriter-royalty plan are 
among the oldtimers, 


BMI LICENSES 
MAG LYRICS 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has licensed 
two new songsheet mags to publish 
its lyrics. One is the ‘Song Parade’ 
and the other ‘Prosperity Big Book.’ 
Former, a five-center, will be pub- 
lished by the D. S. Publishing Co., 








zine,’ while ‘Big Book’ will retai¥ at 
a dime and be underwritten by the 
Charlton Publishing Co., the enter- 
prise of a social registerite, Richard 
Mount. 

These two deals serve as a wedge 


'for BMI in the legitimate songsheet 


business. Heretofore this field, which 
has been held by ‘Song Hits Maga- 
zine,’ has been represented by none 
but ASCAP publishers. ‘Song Hits’ 
in its contracts with ASCAP pub is 
protected against the latter licens- 
ing other publications which speciale 
ize in reprinting song lyrics. 


SHORTER SEASON AS 
BUDGET SOLUTION 
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Philadelphia, Feb. 2 
The controversy between the M 





clans Union and the management of 
the Robin Hood Dell which threat- 
ened the cancellation of the summer 


al fresco concerts appeared to 
be settled this week. At a meeting 
between Dell officials and the musi- 
Cians it was agreed that the Dell 
band will be made up of $6 men in- 
stead of the 80 proposed by the 
management. However, it was 
pointed out that unless $25.000 is 
raised by public subscription the sea- 
son may be cut to seven weeks in- 
stead of the usual eight. The agree- 
ment is subject to ratification by the 
executive board of the union. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, Dell] prexy, 
said the outfit had suffered a $10,000 
deficit last season and unless the 25 
G kitty was raised the number of 
concerts must be slashed. Two weeks 
'ago the Dell asked permission from 
the union to drop ten men, but it 
was refused. C. David Hocker, gen- 
eral manager of the concerts, then 
ithreatened to call the whole thing off. 
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Clear-Cut Legal Issue on Renewal 
Seen in Schirmer vs. Savino Similar Action in Maryland 


a + 


G. Schirmer, Inc., has brought | 
guit in the N.Y. federal court against | 
the Robbins Music Corp. and 
Domenico Savino, now under con- 
tract to Robbins, to test the question 
of whether an original publishing 
contract in which the composer con- 
veyed the renewal assignment is 
binding when the renewal of copy- 
right becomes due and the composer 
goes through the procedure of reg- 
istering the renewal. It is the first 
time that the renewal controversy 
has been revived in the music in- 
dustry since ASCAP and broadcast- 
ing started their skirmishing last 
spring. 

Francis Gilbert Schirmer’s coun- 
sel, figures that this is the first clean- | 
cut issue on the question of renewal | 
rights since only the melodies are | 
involved and there is no question 
of joint authorship, such as lyrics, 
to complicate the issue. The num- 
bers involved are ‘Prelude,’ ‘Gavotte 
Impromptu’ and ‘Scherzo,’ all writ- 
ten by Savino and published by 
Schirmer in May, 1913. Savino re- 
newed his copyright on the three- 
some in October, 1940 and conveyed 
the renewals he took out on them 
to the Robbins firm. 


Savino’s contract with Schirmer | 
on the three compositions not only 
assigned the copyrights ‘for such 
terms and renewals as may be prac- 
ticable’ but noted that ‘this assign- 
ment also covers the right of re- 
newal and copyright for a second 
term and any further period of 
copyright which may be granted | 
hereafter.’ 

Only point on the question of re- 
newals that has in recent years been 
decided by the courts concerns an 
employer for hire provisions. In 
that instance the courts have held 
that the original publisher holds the 
right of renewal. Another legal 
point which has puzzled the industry 
is whether the original publisher 
with a renewal binder may assert | 
his right of renewal since the com- | 
poser at that time conveyed some- 
thing which the law supposedly 
doesn’t invest him with until the | 
time the right of renewal becomes | 
due. Still another point raised on 
this issue is whether the writer has 
a legal right to convey the renewal 
before it comes due since in the 
event of his death the right of re- 
newal might not be binding upon 
his heirs as the right did not ma- 
terialize until they came into posses- 
sion of the estate. 


ROY VS. FEIST MUSIC 
OVER ‘MY MARGARITA’ 


Leo Feist, Inc., applied to the N. Y. 
supreme court yesterday (Tues.) to 
vacate a notice of examination be- 
fore trial served on Jack Bregman 
by Roy Music Co., Inc. Feist claims 
that Bregman is not an officer or 
director of the company, that plaint- 
iff is guilty of laches, and that the 
questions sought to be answered are 
irrelevant. 

Roy Music claims it acquired the 








copyright of a song called ‘My Mar- | 
Emma | 


garita’ from the composer, 

. La Freniere, in 1934. 
in April, 
song entitled ‘El Charco,’ retitled it 
‘My Margarita,’ and have been sell- 
ing it as well as making phonograph 
records. 

An injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages are sought. The 
defense also claims plaintiff brought 
the action after waiting two years 
and that plaintiff's song in the 
public domain, 


It says that 


is 


88-Year-Old Composer 


| ASCAP, and 


| price was $60,000. 


1938, defendants took a} 





Future Member? 


When 1eeting of ASCAP- 
members at Astor Hotel, N. Y., 
last Thursday (20) was thrown 
open to discussion question was 
voiced from floor whether there 
was anything in the consent de- 
cree to prevent BMI from join- 
ing as publisher-member of 
ASCAP. Replied Edgar Leslie, 

‘Nothing except our nostrils.’ 


GENE BUCK SEEKS OUT 








ON AUSTRIANS’ SUIT 





Gene Buck, as ASCAP prez, asked 
the N. Y. supreme court Monday 
(24) to dismiss the $99,658 suit which 
had been brought against him 
four Austrian writers, now refugees 
The latter are Leo 


by 


in this country. 


Ascher, Hermann Leopoldi, Franz 
Sobotka and Ladislas Szucs. 
The foursome claim that the 


' money is due them as royalties from 


AKM, the now extinct Austrian per- 
forming rights society. AKM, which 
was merged by the Third Reich with 


| STAGMA, German performing rights 


society, has $57,994 owing to it by 
it is this fund that 
the refugees are seeking. The 
theory under which they sued is that 


| since the Nazis have deprived them | 


of any right to recover this money 
in the Reich they have no recourse 
but to attach AKM funds held in 
this country by ASCAP, an affiliate 
of STAGMA and the whilom AKM. 

Application for a dismissal re- 
sulted in a reserved decision Monday 
(24) by Justice Aaron Steuer. 





MERCER-MORRIS’ BUY 


Pays $60,000 for Mayfair Music Cata- 
log—Horowitz With It 





Mayfair Music catalog, formerly 
Joe Davis, Inc., has been taken over 
by Mercer & Morris, Inc. Purchase 


who with Abner Silver bought the 
Davis catalog less than two years 
ago for around $70,000, goes with 


the deal on a year’s contract as an 


M&M professional man. 

With the closing of the Mayfair 
deal Mercer & Morris reshuffled its 
professional staff. Bobby Mellin and 
Chuck Rinker departed 
Ostfeld was retained. 

Mayfair catalog includes ‘Sup- 
posin,’ ‘After You're Gone,’ ‘I Ain't 
Got Nobody,’ ‘Basin Street Blues,’ 
‘Sweethearts on Parade’ and ‘Rosita.’ 

Silver will continue the Lincoln 
catalog, with Henry M. Spitzer re- 
maining as business head. 
and Mayfair had been operated 
joint enterprises by Silver 
Horowitz. 


and 


Willie Horowitz, | 


and Jack | 


Lincoln | 
as | 


~ Tnside Stuff—Music 


Ex-Musician Introduces 
Anti-ASCAP Bill in N. C. 





Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 

| A bill was introduced before the 
|North Carolina General Assembly 
this week that would assess a state 
|tax and permit the levying of county 
and municipal taxes on all firms, in- 
dividuals, and organizations charging 
'fees for the use of musical produc- 
tions under their control. The bill, 
| introduced by Ed Tonissen of Char- 
lotte, is aimed at controlling such 
groups as American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers and 
at the same time have the effect of 
releasing ASCAP, and other con- 
trolled music for uncompensated 
general use. The bill provides that 
any organization charging for use 
of music under its control must have 
a license from the state before such 
charge can be made. The license 
would be $100 a year and the state 
in addition would receive 15 percent 
lof the receipts obtained in the state 
by the organization. 

The bill further provides that any 
county would be permitted to charge 
another $100 license and any city 

| still another $100 license before per- 
| mission should be given for the levy- 
|ing of the charge. 


'frankly admitted by its author, 
would have the effect of freeing 
| ASCAP-controlled music. Tonissen 


stated he was confident the bill would 
be passed. 
| Tonissen is a former professional 
| musician. 





Maryland Bill 


Baltimore, Feb. 25. 

A bill has been introduced 
Maryland State Senate at Annapolis 
by Senator James J. Lindsay which 
would call for a $2,000 license to be 
issued by State Comptroller to any 
| individual or body for right to re- 


sort to state court action to collect | 
pre- | 


a royalty. License would be 
requisite to collection of royalties on 
|copyrighted musical compositions, 
| music books and recorded music for 
| mechanical reproduction for radio 
| programs or in singing, playing or 
| having the rights to play or sing in 
musical score. 

No person would be permitted to 
institute action in 


less licensed. Failure to have li- 
|cense would constitute ‘affirmative 
| defense’ and a complete bar to re- 


|tion of action range from $200 to 


$1,000 and provisions are made for | 


| jail sentence from 30 days to year. 

Saving clause in bill asserts noth- 
ing in measure shall be construed to 
apply to any patented equipment 
used in motion pictures or any equip- 
ment connected with reproduction 
of film sound, speech or music. 





Mills Music has obtained the 
scores of the film productions ‘Beity 
Co-Ed’ and ‘Sis Hopkins.’ 
is being made by Columbia and the 
latter by Republic. 

Vincente Gomez, Spanish com- 
| poser, assigned to background music 
| for ‘Blood and Sand’ at 20th-Fox, 





Car crashes apparently are dogging people connected with the Chicago 


Art and Bob Weems management 


crackup in Iowa, then Bernie Cum 


Now Marvel Maxwell, former vocal 
tege, piled up on her way to dramat 

Singer drove west as far 
another car recently and 
continued to the Coast by train the 


as 


| An old Hoagy Carmichael numbe: 


laboration with Sidney Arodin and 


demolished 


First it was Anson Weeks’ 
nins turned over in his car in Texas. 
ist with Ted Weems 


ic schoo] 


agency. 


and still his pro- 
in Los Angeles. 


Alberquerque, N. M., where she smacked 
her own. She was unhurt and 
following day. 


, ‘Lazy River,’ which he wrote in col- 


which was copyrighted by Southern 


Disgorges All to BMI Music in 1931, is one of the few tunes written by ASCAP members that are 


Salem, Mass., Feb. 25. 
Venerable Jean M. Missud, 
year-old composer and bandmaster, 


this week shipped two tons of musi- | 
cal compositions to BMI for rear- | 


rangement and lyrics. The _ ship- 
ment includes music he has com- 
posed during the past 50 years as 
well as old-time songs and musical 
works collected during a period of 
75 years. 

Missud arrived in Salem on the 
U. S. Naval vessel ‘Sabine’ in 1869. 


soloist under the bandmaster to the | 
Prince of Monaco when the Ameri- | 
can ship visited the Riviera. 

For the past 35 years Missud has 


| available to the networks. 
gg- | the song was part of the Southern catalog which was licensed to the net- 


. : : | radio comedy team 
He was born in Nice and a clarinet | Joyce of Sam Fox Publishing Co. N. Y. 


works after the first of the year, 


Recently 


assigned to Peer International Corp., 





Last week's listing of the best sheet music sellers erroneously credited 


‘Number 10 Lullabye Lane’ to BMI’s catalog. 


song, is publishing it himself but dis 
Dealers Service, Inc. He is giving 


irrespective of ASCAP or BMI affiliation without fee, license or charge. | 


Bob Warren, writer of the 


tributing it exclusively through Music 
it to radio on a non-exclusive basis 


Ann Perkins, former secretary to 


(Happiness Boys’), is being sought by 


the late Billy Jones and Ernie Hare, 
Kathryn V. 
Miss Perkins’ appearance is re- 


quired to adjust certain legal details of Jones’ will which is up for probate. 


‘Admiration’s Happiness Method,’ new song by Milton Page and Jean! Association 


The bill, it was | 


in | | 
|any-hope of achieving a better mu- 


state courts for | 
collection of royalties on music un- | 


lease of the plaintiff fines for viola- | 


Former | 


————» 


The Second Guessing Starts 





finally got for 


song publishing. 


The possibility of BMI joining ASCAP, in time, when the tit 
ends, is no gag, and still may come to pass, although now it’s no 
secret among N.A.B. and BMI men that the consent decree ASCAP 
itself -ig a vexatious 
an official pronunciamento last week that, in view of the ASCAP con- 
sent, it (Broadcast Music, Inc.) would ‘reexamine’ its own decree, and 
see how it can better the terms made with the Government. 

It is now disclosed, also, that Sidney M. Kaye, BMI v.p. and counsel, 
really never wanted BMI to gather as much momentum as it did, and 
hoped that, before 1940 year-end BMI might publish through some 
ASCAP firm, cooperatively rather than competitively. ASCAP pub- 
lishers’ stubbornness catapulted BMI further and further into indie 


matter. In fact, BMI issued 








ce 


Neville Miller in Point-by-Point 





ille Miller, president 


of 





was mailed Feb. 3. 


| tion in last week’s issue. 
| follows—Ed.). 

(Copy) 
Mr. Sam Coslow, 
6912 Hollywood Boulevard, 
Hollywood, California. 


Dear Mr. Coslow: 


of your letter of Jan. 8, 1941. Only 
an approach to the music problem 


tual understanding. The press af 
immediate duties, and the fact that 





an earlier response to your letter im- 
possible, and for this I apologize. 
Let me attempt briefly to respond 


to the principal points contained in 


| your letter. 

ASCAP. You state that as the reason 
| for the high percentage of income 
| which goes to management is legis- 
lation in some states of the union. 

This does not appear to be the fact. 
ASCAP has never made any account- 
ing of its revenue and expenses, even 
to its own members, and thus the 
accurate determination of its ex- 
| penses is a matter of some difficulty. 
The July 24, 1935, issue of VARIETY, 
| however, carried a schedule of the 
operating costs from 1921 to 1934. 
The average for the years which 
preceded the state legislation was 
slightly higher than the present 
costs, and there were only two or 
three yvears in which the costs 
dropped lower. 

The fact is that ASCAP'’s adminis- 
tration costs have always been many 
times higher than similar costs of 
foreign societies, despite the fact that 


these foreign societies have the 
added expense of maintaining ac- 
|curate records of all performances 


land dividing their proceeds in strict 

accordance with these performances. 
| 2. Division of the writer’s share. 
| You state that despite the fact that 
the vast majority of ASCAP writers 
share in only 1% of its total revenue, 
the division is in mathematical rela- 
tion to the performance of 
writer’s music. 

The records of the only year for 
which ASCAP’s figures were ever 
printed would seem to disprove this 
Some writers who had only a few 
performance points were in the high- 


which is made in that spirit can have | dition 


I have been travelling, have made | 


Division of gross income of 


the | 


est group, in so far as payment was 
concerned. Others who had many 
thousands of performance points re- | 
eived only infinitesimal payments 

We do not claim that all of the 
| ratings of ASCAP writers are unfair. | 
| There not he slightest doubt that 
|many of the writers in the highest | 
category are there on merit, and 


would be so rated under any equit- 
able method of division. On the 
whole, however, the rating system 
has been the subject of great abuse, 
|}and I am sure that, even within 


ASCAP, there is general conscious- | 


} ness of the fact that the present 
classification is not based solely upon 
merit, and that a very large propor- 


{tion of the writer ratings are not 
capable of defense upon any rational | 


basis. 
3. Regarding negotiations. 


|spring of 1939 the broadcasting in- 


Answer to Songwriter Sam Coslow 


(The following letter from Nev-| repeated requests for a meeting in 
the Na-/| 1939 and in 1940, when your Radio 
tional Association of Broadcasters,| Committee finally decided to promul- 
VARIETY Te-| gate its new contract, the committee 
ceived a copy too late for publica- | of our industry was not even invited 
The text | to be present to hear the terms read. 


May I say that Mr. Buck has had 
before him since October a letter 
written to Fred Waring by me stat- 
ing that at any time that ASCAP 
cared to make a definite proposal, 
based upon a ‘per program’ or. ‘per 
use’ form of contract, I would im- 





I cannot be other than appreciative | mediately place his proposal before 
of the sincere and dispassionate tone the Board of Directors of the Na- 


tional Association of Broadcasters 
| for their consideration. You express 
some resentment that any such con- 
upon negotiation should be 
imposed. 
I must point out to you, in this 
(Continued on page 42) 





ALL-STAR GALAXY AT 
BUCK-COHAN DINNER 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

One of the greatest aggregations 
of American musical talent ever to 
appear on a single stage provided 
the climax Sunday (23) night to the 
Masquers’ Club dinner here for 
George M. Cohan and Gene Buck. 
Cohan was not present, his plane 
from New York having been ground- 
ed in Memphis. 

Ten pianos lined up on the stage 
were played by ASCAP songwriters. 
| They included Jimmy McHugh, 
Jerome Kern, Jimmy Monaco, Ar- 
thur Freed, Charles Wakefield Cad- 
man, Ralph Rainger, Henry Warren, 
Walter Donaldson, Harold Arlen and 


Sigmund Romberg. Prior to all 
finaleing together with ‘Kiss Me 


Again,’ by Victor Herbert, ASCAP’s 
founder, each of the composers 
played the tune he is most frequent- 
ly identified with. 

William Collier, Sr., recently out 
of an oxygen tent after pneumonia 
attack, was m.c., while other talent 
included Red Skelton, Leon Errol, 
Joe Weber and Lew Fields and 
James Newell. 


Neville Miiler’s Comment 


Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
last week made the following come 
ment on ASCAP'’s consent decree: 

‘I have just been told that 

ASCAP’s board of directors has 

approved the terms of a consent 


decree with the department of 
justice. 

‘It will be netessary to make a 
Study of the consent decree to 


ascertain its full effects upon the 


present music situation. We hope 
that effect will be to create 
and maintain an open and com- 
petitive market for music. 
Such a competitive market, in 


Our opinion, is 
American creative genius is 
have freedom of opportunity.’ 


necessary if 
to 


ASCAP Sues Minn. Sta. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 
Four music publishers are plain- 
tiffs and KWLM, Winona, Minn., 18 


| defendant in the first Minnesota suits 


In the 


dustry began its efforts to negotiate | 


with ASCAP. Mr. Buck refused to 
appoint a committee to meet with 
us even after your Board of Direc- 
| tors had authorized the appointment 
of such a committee. The National 
of Broadcasters ap- 


been active in Salem’s Philharmonic | Elvins, both Texas U students, will be used by the Steele Advertising | pointed a committee to meet with 


Hour of Music. 


; Agency as the theme song for an ad campaign for Admiration coffee. 


| ASCAP, and this committee made 


resulting from the ASCAP fight. The 
plaintiffs are the Remick Music 
Corp., Leo Feist, Harms, Inc., and 
Irving Berlin, Inc., who seek damages 
of $250 each from the defendant. 
It’s alleged that KWLM infringed 


‘copyrights of the plaintiff-publishers 


by playing the latter’s tunes without 
obtaining a license to do so. 

The actions were filed in the fed- 
eral court here. 
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Calloway, $25,000, Noble, $22,500, 
Busse, 206, In Theatres This Week 








(Estimates for This Week) 
Ben Bernie, Boston—(Boston The- 
900: 33-44-55-65). Four-day 
earance only, with ‘Madame La 
en (U) on the screen. Good 
$12,000 expected for seven-day week 


atre; 3,2 





(other three days consisted of 
double-feature films). Bernie’s 
quickie seems to have upped the | 
gross some $4,000 over a normal 
figure. 

Henry Busse—Washington (Capi- 
tol theatre; 3,434; 28-39-44-66). With | 
‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ (20th). 
Paced at around $20,000, a very re- 
spectable figure, with Busse no mean 
factor in the profitable draw. 

Cab Calloway—Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley theatre; 3,600; 25-40-60). With 
‘High Sierra’ (WB). Hammering out | 
a huge $25,000, one of the best Pitts- 


burgh grosses in the past half-| 
year. Orchestra and film equally 
dividing credit for the draw. 

John Kirby—Indianapoiis ‘Lyric 
theatre; 1,900; 25-30-40). With Max- 
ine Sullivan topping vaude end, and 
‘Road Show’ (UA) on the screen. 
Tabbed for around = $8,000, fair 


enough, the band helping weak film. 

Matty Malneck—Chicago (Chicago 
theatre; 4,000; 35-55-75). With vaude 
show topped by Jane Froman and 
‘Western Union’ (20th) on the screen. 
Big $42,000, credited 50-50 to the 
film and the stage entertainment. 

Clyde McCoy—Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum theatre; 2,800; 28-44-55). With 
vaude show and ‘High Sierra’ (WB) 
on the screen. Fine $12,000 esti- 
mated, which spells a lot of money | 
(and patrons) at these admission 
prices, but the film is the potent b.o. 
angle here. 


Ray Noble—Philadelphia (Earle | 
theatre: 2,350; 35-46-57-68). With 
‘Playgirl’ (RKO). Very handsome | 


$22,500, best Philly gross this week, | 
with band counting heavily. 





+ 


BLUE BARRON’S HARDSHIPS. 


His Band Policy Hinges Upon Full 
Catalog—Off WREC Temporarily 








Memphis, Feb. 25. 


Hotel Peabody was off WREC for 
first time in years on occasion of | 
Blue Barron’s opening in Skyway 
there. Completely minus BMI ar-| 
rangements, Barron had no material | 


to broadcast on noon or night periods | 
regularly assigned hotel in its lease | 
Caught flat- | 
simply had announcer | 
| state at appointed time that Barron 
No explanation was | 


with the radio station. 
footed, inn 


would not air. 
given. 

Subsequently arrangements were 
made for Barron to do brief broad- 
casts of stock EMI and public domain 
arrangements from WREC shelves in 
order to keep hotel before listening 
public, 


Barron's problem ‘was 80 eomnpel- 


ous vein was virtually saamadiae. 
His singing song titles. idea calls for 
introduction of every tune with the 
title of an older one similar in theme. 
For instance, ‘Remember Me?’ would 
be preceded by a one-line vocal from 
‘How Could I Forget You?’, etc. This 


| being true, Barron had to abandon 


entire arrangement or get off air. 
He chose the latter until local hotel 
insisted on temporary makeshift. 





Schick Radio Program 


Keeps Kirby in N. Y.; 


Sullivan Combo Ends 





Now that John Kirby’s small band 


is to go on the air weekly for 


| Schick Razor and he has to stay in 


| New York, the band has been booked 


Tony Pastor Orchestra 
Remains on Bluebird 


After much indecision as_ td 
whether he would shift to Colum- 
bia Records’ 
with Victor, Tony Pastor’s band was 
re-signed to the Bluebird 35c tag | 
last week. 


Outfit renewed for an- | 

other year. 
Pastor’s group finishes a _ long 
stand at the Lincoln hotel, New | 


York, Easter Sunday. Beginning to- | 
day (Wednesday) it will double be- 
tween the hotel and the Paramount 
theatre, New York, for two weeks. 


‘FREE SPENDING CHARLIE’ 
The MCA Efficiency Expert Over- 
Did the Economy 

Charlie Miller, brother-in-law of 
the freres Stein, heads of Music Corp. 
of America, is supposedly v.p. in 
charge of budgetitis in the New York 





office. That was his prime objective 
when shifting east from Chicago. 
Miller, accordingly, is more or less 


affectionately known as ‘free-spend- 
ing Charlie’ around the MCA inner 
ranks. 

However, his economy in not get- 
ting an auto license unless actually 
compelled to do so, caught him in a 
humorous predicament when he dis- 
covered his time for a New York 


license had lapsed, nor did he have | 


his Illinois license. It took consider- 
able time and trouble to extricate 
him from the West 68th street traf- 
fic court last week. 


Bradford Loses Round 


Perry Bradford was denied an ex- 








amination before trial of Ralph S. | 


Peer, president of Southern Music 
Publishing Co., and the American So- 


ciety of Composers, Authors and | statement. 

Publishers, Wednesday (19), by | He was asked whether the delay | 
Justice Bernard L. Shientag in the | was tied up with the recent resigna- 
N. Y. supreme court, with the! tion of Dr. Randell Thompson and 


Justice ruling that the items sought 
are vague and irrelevant in charac- 
ter. A renewal of the application 
was allowed. 

Suit asks $6,000,000 damages, claim- 
ing that the defendants retained 41 
songs belonging to Bradford. South- 
ern loaned Bradford, who is assignee 
of the Perry Bradford Music Publish- | 
ing Co., Acme Music Publishing Co., 
and Blues Music Co., $100, and took 
the songs as collateral, but refused to 
return them, it is claimed. De- 


fendants claim that the songs 
worthless, 


| week. 
Okeh label or remain | 


| Max! ne Sullivan. 
| break up tomorrow (Thursday) after | 


| apolis, 
| of unfilled dates. 


are | 


|for a stand at the Uptown Cafe So- 
' ciety 


beginning ‘Monday (3). He'll 
replace the current Bobby Burnett 
band which went into that spot last 
Burnett is a white leader | 
heading a colored band, a rare com- 
bination. 


Kirby’s group has been on the | 


|road for the past few weeks with | 
The coupling will 


finishing at the Lyric theatre, Indian- 
though it has a month or so | 
Miss Sullivan will | 
hoak up with Benny Carter’s band | 
and resume the tour about March 10. 
Carter finishes at Nick’s, N. Y., Sat. | 
urday (1). 

Singer is currently suing Kirby for | 
divorce. Case was scheduled to come 
up in New York last month, but it 


; 
i 


| had to be adjourned because she was 


on the road with Kirby’s band and | 
couldn’t appear. 


L 


ITURBI LATE 


Titters 


JOSE 


Vague 


Excuse Draws in 


Paleenges 


Jose Iturbi, Seen sh pianist-con- 
ductor, was 10 minutes late for his 


wanding chore for the Philadelphia | 


orchestra’s weekly concert broad- 
cast on a nation-wide Mutual book- 
up on Friday (21), originating from 
WIP. 

Alexander Hilsberg, 
ter of the orchestra, pinch-hit for 
the maestro for the first 
|Glinkla’s ‘Russian and Ludmilla.’ 
| Harl McDonald, the symph’s general 
manager, announced to the audience 
\at the Academy of Music that Iturbi 
was ‘delayed by traffic.” This alibi 
| caused snickers in the press row be- 
'cause Iturbi stays at the Bellevue- 
| Stratford hotel, which is practically 
across the street from the Academy. 

After the concert Iturbi explained 
that “something important’ detained 
him—but he would not amplify the 


concertmas- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Fritz Reiner from the Curtis Institute 


ment. Dr. Thompson was director of 
the institute; Reiner the head of the 
orchestra department. 

Ephraim Zimbalist, now a mem! 
of the Curtis faculty and a wee 
| violinist, is expected to be named 
head of the school. 





Enric Madriguera’s first sides on 
' Victor out next week. ‘Un, Dos, 
Tres, Un, Dos,’ rhumba, and ‘Un 
| Momente,’ bolero, are initiai releases 


number, | 


of Music, but Iturbi refused to com- | 


Bandmaster Conclave 


Madison, Wis., Feb. 25. 

This city will be host to the 12th | 
|annual convention of the American | 
be grea sed 

to March 2, during which time | 
ella conductors and composers 
from all parts of the nation will 
| meet to perform two gala band con- 
certs at the Wisconsin Union The- 
atre. 

Fred W. Birnbach, 
retary of the American Federation 
of Labor’s national musician’s union 
; will be a principal speaker at the 
| banquet to be held March 1. An in- 
vitation to the convention and con- 
certs has been extended to all state 
school band and orchestra leaders 
| by Prof, Raymond F. Dvorak of the 
University of Wisconsin. 


‘The Drive’ Is 
Rapped In Chi 
By ‘Art Kassel 





: 
| 
| 





Chicago, Feb. 25. 

| Growing resentment of orchestra 
|leaders against the pressure of a| 
song firm’s drive is typified in the 
reaction of Art Kassel to the plea 
from Southern Music Co. for a pres- 
sure of plugs for a couple of tunes 
for week of March 1-to-8. Kassel and 
his orchestra, currently airing of 
| WGN-Mutual from the Walnut Room 
of the Bismarck hotel, wili not play 
any of the songs during that week. 
This is done to underscore the fact 
that the orchestra leader feels he is 
being put under undue and unfair 
pressure by the professional men, 
and that the general music business 
will be pushed around the week of | 
March 1 merely to squeeze in more 
plugs for the single firm’s drive | 
tunes, 

Kassel and other bandleaders feel | 
that the drive is an unnatural spur | 
to a tune and builds up a single song | 
instead of giving all tunes an equal 
opportunity. The bandleaders feel 
that in the cases of these drives 
they will play these plug songs not | 
so much because these songs are) 
| worthy but because they are being | 
| cast under special pressure. 

It has become an important point 
with orchestra leadgrs such as Kas- | 
sel, who insists that the bandleader | 
| should be permitted to make up his 
| Programs without being put to aj} 
| pressure of plea of ‘I need the plug | 
|for our drive this week, or I'll get | 
| fired.’ | 











Association from Feb. | 


New York, sec- | 


| their 


| 
| 
| 





SUES SAMMY KAYE 





Congarhumba’s Dominance on 
Networks Is Seen As A Big 
Influence on Dance Band Biz 


+ 


Press Agent Brings Up Wage-and- 


Hour Law 


Angles 


A suit by Norman E. Rech, 





publi- 


cist, against Samuel Zarnocay, known 
as Sammy Kaye, orchestra leader, 
was revealed Wednesday (19) in the 
| N. Y. supreme court, when attorneys 
for Kaye asked that they be allowed 
| to take his deposition before trial, a 
| his engagements may preclude his 
|appearing at the trial. Suit seeks 
| $4,355 as back pay, overtime ges 
|and attorneys fees. 

Plaintiff states he was hired from 
| July 6, 1939 to Dee. 28, 1939 at $35 
weekly to do Kaye's publicity He 
claims he was not paid for the first 
two ‘trial’ weeks, and that he worked 
far over the 44-hour weekly limit. 
| Unpaid wages asked for are $140, 


| overtime is $3,465 and attorneys’ fees, 
| $750. 


Kaye has entered a general 


denial. 





Orchestras Follow Film 


Houses in Army Appeal 


But Draft Ease Unlikely 





London, Feb. 1. 

Bandleaders have taken the air- 
your-troubles platform in a beef 
against military draft weakening 
combinations. Stick-wavers 
are complaining against inroads 
made in orchestral ranks and claim 
instrumentalists are drafted to spend 
time in the cookhouse, rather than 
allowed continuance of their civilian 
entertaining where it does most good. 
A deputation of name leaders will 
call on the Government seeking draft 
age be stepped up to 28 for musi- 
cians. 


‘ ikel rill get y= | 
ae Cey BON) WE Oe oe |show on NBC’s Red each Thursday 


where. Cinema owners have sought 
similar relief for house managers, 
without appreciable effect. Far as 
Government is concerned a trio of 
instrumentalists can do dance duty 
to a roomful of patrons, automatic- 
ally nixing eight and nine-piece 
combos boys are trying to hold to- 
| gether. 





Warners assigned Max Steiner to | 
score beset Victory.’ 


Jimmie Lunceford’s $6,395 in Four 


Dates Best Gro 


(Estin 

Jimmie Lunceford 
attendance at $1 per greeted Luncef« 
| bus, Ga., Feb. 21, colored Masonic 
$1.10, gathering neat $1,400 gross. A 
23, Lunceford’s gross of $720, from 
evoke any cheers. At the Aud., Birm 


scale ranging between 75c-$1. 


Bill Bardo-Terry Shand (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, 


(Nu-Elms B., Youngstown, 


ford popped seams of aud here with 4,062 customers who paid $3,1 


ss on One-Nighters 


vated) 

O., Feb. 19. 

ord here. At the Pythian k4 
Lodge benefited with good 
t Pythias Hall, Nashville, Tenn., 
800 admissions at 90c and $1, 
ingham, Feb. 24, despite rain, 


air 1,1 

2 € ssiep 
1.300 at 
Feb. 


Lunce- 


ur 
75 


Feb. 21-22). Fine 


4.800 hoppers at 65c gents and 55c ladies responded to coupling of Bardo 


and Shand both nights. Pair got 2,1 


big $2,880. 


Count Basie (Roseland-State B., Boston, Feb. 21). Pleasing 1,500 at $1 
a ducat left promoter in fine frame of mind. 

Benny Goodman (Armory, Fairmont, W. Va., Feb. 20). New operation 
of once unpopular spot garnered 950 with Goodman. Tap took $1.33 per 
from dancers and 75¢c from non-hoppers. Gross broke things even for | 
promoter, but even that was better than expected. 

Tommy Dorsey (Alcazar B., Balto., Feb. 19). Dorsey forgot to come, but 
band drew bie at $3.85 stag or drag on pe Hopkins U. hop. Dorsey’s 
absence brought only 11 refunds. Band led by trumpeter Ziggy Elman 

Reggie Childs-Eddie Delange (U. of Detroit, Feb. 21). Pair did a big 


job at school 
(Reggie Childs, 
got nice 960 play at 


Lakeside Park, 


2.50 


Dayt 


at 50c per was nice for Hamilton. 


Claude Hopkins (Roseland-State B., 


fair 1,100 for holiday night. At 55c 


Johnny Long (Nu 


’s annual J-Hop, gathering 1,200 at $6 a couple. 


George Hamilton (Lakeside Park, Dayton, Feb. 14 


-Elms B., Youngstown, O., Feb. 22). 


Gross, 


00 Friday and 2,700 Saturday. 


Gross, $3,600. 


on, O., Feb. 15). U. of Dayton prom 


couple with Childs. 


). A $400 take from 800 


Boston, Feb. 22). Hopkins gave spot 
reached $550. 
Long’s stop he re | 


and 45c gross 


1.400 attendance at $1. 


| By BEN BODE€ 
Conspicuous use of rhumba and 
conga rhythms on the networks since 
|the latter’s break with ASCAP is 
beginning to have a decided effect on 





the dance band business. Dance- 
floor addicts have gone in so in- 
tensely for these idioms that the fox- 
trot’s status as the dominant form 
may be soon relegated to second 
place. And what makes the outlook 
really threatening for es shed 
American dance bands is that the 
rhumba-conga fans prefer to have 
this class of music interspersed by 
L atin-Americ an combinat be- 
> of tl native color lent to the 
thms by ‘ie foreign language vo- 
Another factor that dance men 
themselves figure may be influencing 
|this sharp trend in terpsy fads is 
| the quality situation on the nete 


| works, they point out, runs from fair 

to pretty awful, while the Latin- 
American music cascading from 
loudspeakers is uniformly good. If 
| the current fight between radio and 
ASCAP has, say these same sources, 
done anything, it has highlighted in 
a big way the wealth of provocative 
melodies and rhythms to be found in 
Latin-American music, and also 
stimulated public interest in giving 
these pedal patterns a fling on the 
| dancefloor. 


Arranger Fabian Andre 
Carries on For, and Uses 
Name of Xavier Cugat 














| 


ieee 


} 
| 


| 


Band currently on the Camel 


is not Xavier Cugat’s outfit, although 
it is labelled as such. It’s a group 
under the leadership of Fabian An- 
dre, arranger and ex-leader of his 
own dance combination. The pro- 
gram calls it Xavier Cugat’s orches- 
tra and officials explain it’s a group 
using Cugat’s arrangements—sort of 
|a Cugat road company. That’s true, 


| because Andre makes a great many 
of Cugat’s arrangements. 


Situation became necessary  be- 
cause Cugat had been booked for five 


weeks at the Beachcomber nitery in 

| Miami, Fla., before he was signed 
| to do the commercial. He started at 
the spot Jan. 25 and Andre and his 
outfit have been doing the bfoad- 
cast since Jan. 30. 


didn’t | 


gave up good 

Johnny McGee (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Feb 21-22). McGee 
proved one of best winter weekegd draws with 1,850 Friday and turn- 
away 2.600 Satu $1.35 couple. Gross, big $3,000. McGee's replace- 
ment of musicians ow S 1t hindered — ent of scheduled dates 

Jan Savitt (Pla-Mor B., Kansas Ci Feb. 18). Poor ht of week made 
hot by Savitt’s pull. Grossed $1,900 at average 90c with 1.500 clocked at 
b.o. Manager Will Wittig smiling 

Jack Teagarden (Recreation B., Lawrence, Mass., Feb. 21). Teagarden’s 
‘ross of $270 was fair. Drew 500 buyers at 55c 

Jimmy Walsh (Crystal B., Andover, Mass., Feb. 22). Walsh's 800 pull at 


40c for $320, good. 


| Threats 
cate 
5 at; picket the parade of 150 Mayors who 


ST. LOUIS LOCAL OBJECTS 
TO FIREMEN’S BAND 


Feb 
No 


St. Louis, 
of A.F.M. Local 


25. 
2 to 


were in town Thursday (20) to attend 


a Conference of Mayors if the fire- 
men’s band played for ’em resulted 
in a hasty cancellation of the plan. 


ire Chief Larry Cornoyer arranged 


for the firemen to play several num- 
bers in the rotunda of city hall as 
the visitors finished a five block trek 
from Hotel Jefferson to the first of 
a series of conferences 

C. E. Maurer, secretary of the Lo- 
‘cal, complained that the firemen 
tooters were not members of the un- 

yn and the affair constituted a ‘pri- 
vate employm ent for union mem- 
bers.’ Cornoyer said the union should 
not have sibacted to the rete 
‘purely civic and patriotic affa But 
Maurer’s objections were uy held by 
Hizzoner Bernard F. Dickman who 


eeking re-election for a third term 
and the dignataries entered city hall 
sans music. 


‘oui: May Ansia Baton 


Jack Je: ‘ thinking of sum- 
ing a ‘bandle ade r. He has made a 
few tentative plans to again pick up 
a bat bu | n't until certain ob- 
tacles are cleared away 

Trombonist Jen ney dropped his 
previous band last fall to go to the 
Cc t and work for Artie Shaw. He's 
I there since, but is now in New 
| Yo vith Shaw’s broadcast com- 
y ante 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a 


charge business being done bu name bands in various New 
not rated 
Larger amount designates*weekend and 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


weekly 


the estimated cover 
York hotels 
Figures after name of hotel give 


tabulation, is 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Orrin Tucker.....Biltmore (300, $1-$1.50)....... 7 850 4,650 
Leighton Noble... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50) 6 1,525 7,650 
Lani MelIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50). 6 1,375 7,375 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50). 20 1325 26,125 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50) 9 1,550 15,575 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 5 2.000 16,525 
«so eusmeein- (325; WeSi:BO). i... cnc csse 21 675 9,550 


Tony Pastor.. 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 
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RAYMOND SCOTT ORCH (13) 
Featuring Clyde Burke, Gloria Hart, 
Jimmy Byrnes, Stanley Webb, Art 
Ryerson 
Strand Theatre, New York 
Raymond Scott's last Broadway 
appearance in a presentation theatre 
was with his Quintet at the Para- 
mount, in November, 1938, on a 
coupling with brother Mark War- 
now, whose larger band dominated 
the billing. Then the Scott Quintet 
(actually six men) were on their 
ascension, but the composer-conduc- 
tor in the interim concluded that 
only the weight of numbers could 
give him commen.'rate importance, 


and thus the larger Scott unit was. 


born. 

As such, for stage values, 
achieves its purpose well, although, 
incidentally. the bigger Scott band 
on Columbia discs hasn’t created 
the excitement that the original 
Quintet did. In size and quality 
there is no dispute for rostrum pur- 
poses. 

Bigger group was formed for dance 
purposes and has spent most of its 
short existence in Chicago. Built last 
summer, it played a few college 
dates in the east then went into the 
midwest for long location dates at 
the Sherman hotel and Blackhawk 
Cafe, both Chicago. So far it has not 
played too many one-nighters. 

Setup is six brass, four reeds, 
piano, string bass, traps and electric 

uitar. Art Ryerson, a virtuoso on 
fhe voltaged strings, makes his mo- 
ments count heavily. Stanley Webb 
is another 
ist, notably with his tenor sax work 
in ‘St. Louis Blues,” an excellent new 
arrangement by maestro Scott. 
Jimmy Byrnes, dancing comedian, 
introduced as a pseudo-trombonist 
with a breakaway sliphorn, register- 
ing with his ‘cute’ personality and 
taps to unaccompanied precision 
Clyde Burke. alumnus of the Sammy 
Kave ensemble,.is tenor specialist, 
also featured, registering handily 
with ‘Berkeley Square’ and ‘Frenesi’ 
in medleyed form. The peppery 
Gloria Hart with her rhythmic sing- 
ing proved a show-stopper opening 
nicht with ‘Darling Daughter,’ later 
whamming ’em with ‘Beat Me, 
Daddy.’ 

Scott 


is 


self-conscious 
playing them 
corking ‘Tea 
cor e by 
*Whisver- 
‘Star Dust’ 


seemingly 
about his own works. 
down in favor of that 
for Two’ orchestration as 
Ryerson, ‘St. Louis Blue 
ing,’ ‘Nizht and Day’ and 
(aeain featuring the Ryerson guitar), 
which comprise the bulwark of the 
mid-section special arrangemenis. 
‘Toy Trumpet’ opens saepunetitals, 
it being his own work, and one of 
the best known Scott 


is 


it 


spotlighted instrumental- | 


compositions; 














LES 
BROWN 


and his orchestra 


featuring 


DORIS DAY 


. 
NOW — Mike Todd’s 
Theatre Restaurant 
Chicago 
Indef. 


NBC-Blue—11:30-12 P.M. 
Tuesday to Sunday 
(inclusive) 


” 
OKEH Records 


Our latest, the record rave 


“ANVIL CHORUS” 


Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 














Dance of the Wooden Indians 
highlighted 

finale is a new Scott wrinkle, 
‘silent music,” wherein only. the 
piano, guitar and string bass main- 
tain sotto voce rhythm, 
and brass 
believe 


‘War 
! 
ilsOQ 


The 


1s 


music, but blaring into 


vg fanfare, the trombone specialty | 


‘Tuxedo Junction’ taking the band | 
oft in high. It’s a novelty variation 
and showmanly projected. 

Entire presentation, exceeding a 
full hour, errs only on the element 
of plussage of values, but otherwise 
Scott rings the bell with his large | 


| band as he has done in the past with | 
A 


the smaller unit. bel, 


ALVINO REY ORCHESTRA (14) 

With King Sisters, Skeets Herfurt, 
Dick Morgan 

Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 


This band packs—a trunkload of 
talent and showmanship. It’s fine 
musically, providing easy dance 


tempoes, and on top of that has the 
song selling of the King Sisters. An 
additional bulwark, and an impor- 
tant one for stage and ballroom en- 


tertaining, is the comedy ladled out 
by rubber-faced saxist Skeets Her- 
furt and guitarist Dick Morgan. Two 


are a riot in their 
quences. 

Too, it Alvino Rey, 
tricks with an electric guitar of his 
own invention, an instrument made 
to equal two ordinary sets of strings 
placed together. Plucked sweetly or 
in rhythmic fashion by the leader’s 
talented picks it forms another 
point in the outfit’s saleability.. He 
also plays a pt d Spanish guitar, 
using either as the smartly written 
arrangements call for them. Rey's 
only fault is that he’s still somewh: at 
stiff up front. Time. of course. will 
take care of that. The outfit in 
existence a bit over a year, having 
begun its career a few months be- 
fore it started a stand at the Bilt- 
more hotel, New York, last winter. 

Comprised of four sax, two trom- 
bones, three trumpets and the 


many comedy se- 


has who does 


a powere 


1s 


"egu- 
lation four rhythm. backed by he's 
strings and a selest played infre- 
quently by the pianist, the band is a 
solid combination. Its playing is 
clean and plainly oft-rehearsed, par- 
ticularly the work of the sax and 
brass groups. Sparked by a drum- 
mer with a strong and steady beat, 


the rhythm four provide amnle base 
for the operations of the full group. 


King Sisters do a sock job selling 
their harmonizing. Vocally they’re 
neat. but a stronger point is to be 
found in the manner in which they 
dish out their fare and the eye- 
appeal they lend to a_ bandstand. 
Blonde Yvonne, full of enthusiasm 
and enerry in all her work. does 
novelty solos and works with Skeets 


Herfurt. Louise handles ballad solos 
in a style and voice far better than 
manv of the vocalists currently with 
tonflight maestros 


Practically hidden away for 
months, although having ample net- 
work pvickup coverage per week, Rey 


and his gang are about ready for big 


monev. For what they have to give 
selling ’em should be easy. Wood. 
BILL McCUNE ORCH (10) 


With Katherine Hoyt, 
Hotel Statler, Buffalo 
Smart hotel crew with 
its musical sleeve. Outfit is on the 
soft side but can kick out as occa- 
sion demands. Big asset here is its 
novelty number with colored lights, 
etc. Showmanship has been sadly 
lacking from local scene lately. 
McCune’s instrumentation is three 
saxes thimself included), two trum- 
pets, trombone, _ electric guitar, 
drums, bass and piano. Latter is Ted 
Husted, who doubles on arranging. 
He’s a rangy boy on the ivories, dub- 


Gordon Robb 


tricks up 


bing in lots of rippling runs that 
stands out in band’s quieter tunes. } 
Brass is mostly muted throughout, 
Pinky Savitt’s horn turning in some 


neat solo stuff. Electric guitar and 


sax section. latter well blended, carry | 


bulk of melody, 
Outfit has hung pretty much to- 
gether since Manhattan U. days, hav- 


ing no changes in past five years. 
Result is knack of playing together, 
whipving 1» a community arrange- 
ment in short order and putting it 


and the reeds | 
go through elaborate make- | 
a 


across with minimum 


mugs her tunes with the best. Ro- 


mantic stuff is handled by Gordon 


Robb, a little self-con.ciously 
Strong on Latin rhythms, well- 
matched brass outstanding. Betz. 





Band Bookings 


28, Palace theatre, 
14, Beverly Hill 
28, Lyric theatre, 








Noble, Feb. 
March 
mo2 


Rav 
Cleveland; 

C. Newport, 
Indianapolis. 

Joe Reichman, 
Totem Pole B., A 


28-March 1, 
Mass. 


Feb 
uburndale, 


of effort. | 
Katherine Hoyt is a pert thrush who | 


Duke | 


Benny Goodman, April 4-5, 
U., Durham, N-C. 

Mitchell Ayres, Feb. 28, Columbia 
University Senior Prom, Waldorf- 
Astoria. New York City; March 1, 
party, Manhattan Center, New York | 


6, one week, Flatbush Theatre, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; 13, one week, Wind- 
sor Theatre, Bronx, N. Y.; 21, U. 
Delaware Senior Prom, Wilmington, 
Del. 
Ruby 
stitute 


City; 


Newman, March 1, Mass. In- 

of Technology freshman hop, 
Walker Memorial Bldg. Cambridge, 
Mass.; 9, party, Providence-Biltmore 
Hotel, Providence, R. I.; 14, Sargent 
‘ollege junior prom, Sargent Bldg., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Er skine Hawkins, March 
|zier’s Park, Auburn Ala.; 3, Aud., 
| Montgomery, Ala.; 4, Aud., Macon, 
Ga. 5. Aud. Atlanta, Ga.; 6, Aud., 
| Columbia, Ss. C.: 7, Aud., Bluefield, 
W. Va.; 8, Arena, Beckley, W. Va.; 
9, eg « Danville, Va.; 10, Bristol, 
Va.: 12, Nu-Elm B., Youngstown, O.; 
14, week, Regal theatre, Chicago. 

Inkspots, March 14-17, Palace thea- 
tre, Akron, O.; 18-20, Palace theatre, 
| Youngstown; 21-27, Wisconsin thea- 
ltre, Milwaukee; 28-April 3, Fox T., 


| St. Louis: 4-6, Orpheum T., Daven- 
port, Ia.; 7-8, Orpheum T., Madison; 
9-10, Orpheum T., Rockford, Ill. 
Ella Fitzgerald, March 1, Knights 
of Columbus, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 2-6, 
Savoy B., New York City; 7-13, How- 
ard T.. Washington, D. C.; 14¢19, 


Hipp theatre, Baltimore. 
Count Basie. March 12, 
Aud.. Burlington, Ia.; 18- 
theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Wiil Bradley, March 
Roof. Indianapolis. 
Johnny Long, Feb. 28, Vernon Hall, 
Yale U., New Haven. 
Johnny McGee, Feb. 
New Haven. 
Henry Busse, 
theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Del Courtney, March 
meade C. C., Nashville, 
Cas Farms, Cincinnati. 
Duke Ellington, March 3-5, Uptown 
B.. Portland, Ore.; 8. U. of Washing- 
ton. Seattle: 12, Trianon B., Se- 
1 & Slam, March 3-week, 
tail Lounge, Paterson, N. J.; 14 
Roval theatre, Baltimore. 
Farl Hines, March 5, Liberty Club, 
Valdosta. Ga. 20, South Carolina 
State C., angeburg, S. C.; 21. Aud 
Ma 22, Tuske Institute, 
Tusk, Ala.: 28, C Center, 
Greenville. S. C.: Albert 
Aud., Baltimore; 5. 
Pittsburgh. 
Claude Hopkins, March 
Souare Club, Miami, Fla. 
Ina Ray Hutton, March 
theatre, Hartford, Conn 
Ray Noble. March 7-9, 
theatre, Fort Wa Ind. 
Joe Reichman, April 9, 
Netherland Plaza hotel, Cinci 
Pinky Tomlin, March 27, Tromar 
B., Des Moines, Ia.: 30, Skvlong B., 
Sioux City, Ia.: April 4-5, Palace 
theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Benny Goodman, March 7, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
Statler hotel, Boston: 8, Ricker Gar- 
dens, Portland, Me. 
Orrin Tucker, Marcl 
B., Allentown, Pa.: 14, 
theatre, Philadelphia 
Tommy Dor 
ndsor R., New 
Harrv James. 
Brunswick 
Strike broadcast, 
nank, L. 1 
Joe Reichman. 
Totem Pole 
Mass. 
Al Donahue, March 14-15, Totem 
' Pole ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. 
Terry Shand, Feb. 25 to March 1 
| five days, Raymor ballroom, Boston. 
Herbie Kay, Feb. 28, Playmor 
ballroom, Boston. 
Bunny Berigan, 
ballroom, Boston. 
Jack Teagarden, March 1, 
land-State B., Boston. 
Tommy Dorsey, March 5, Totem 
Pale B., Auburndale, Mass. 
Fenton Bros., Feb. 28, Crystal ball- 
room, Shawsheen Village, Andover, 
Mass. 


Municipal 
20, Palace 


Indiana 


2, 


28, Yale U., 


March 28-30, Palace 
28, Belle- 
Tenn.; 29, 


tle 


Cock- 


, week, 


Or 
Ga.: 


On, gee 

ymmunity 

April 1, 
14, Savoy 


9 


13, Harlem 


28-30, State 
Palace 
€. Jy 28, 
indef., 
nnati. 


12, Empire 


week, Earle 


7 


sev March : 
York City 

March 3, week. 
Boston: 15, Lucky 
Camp Upton, Yap- 


Royal 
W 


hotel, 


Feb. 28-March 1, 
ballroom, Auburndale, 


, 


March 1, Playmor 


Rose- 


Dick Salsa moved new eatin into 
Hollywood Inn outside Buffalo. 


| was 











connection, that the Department of 
Justice of the United States Govern- 
ment has flatly stated that any 
method of dealing which does naj 
offer such basis of payment to broad- 
casters jis in violation of Federal Law. 

4. Estimate of increase asked by 
ASCAP. Iam quite certain that you 
have the VARIETY articles 
which you quote, when you say that 
the amount demanded by ASCAP 
‘would fall several, million dollars 
short of $9,000,000." On page 27 of 
the issue of April 23, 1940, of Variery, 
the estimate of the amount to be 
yielded by the proposed contract 
stated as $8,750,000 annually. 


misread 


| This was a preliminary computation 


of | 


based on an estimate of the indus- 
try’s income. 


figures appeared, Variety reported 


| (page 31 of the December 11, 1940 
issue) that its first estimate was 
$200,000 too low, and that the in- 


2, Fra-| 


crease demanded was approximately 
80%. This brings Variety's estimate 
to $8,950,000 annually. 

The Variety estimate, however, 
does not take into account that the 
proposed contract, offered by 


|ASCAP, broadened the base on 


which broadcasters would be asked 
to pay, by including a demand for a 
payment of percentages on line 
charges, certain talent costs, etc. 
Even on Variety's extremely con- 
servative estimate, therefore, the 
amount demanded by ASCAP was 


| well in excess of $9,000,000 per year, 


and according to our computations it 


|/more nearly approaches $10,000,000 


|a year, 


| injustice to Mr. 


I do not think that the 
amount demanded is as important as 
the fact that ASCAP arbitrarily is- 
sued a contract raising its rates to 
its best customers by between 80% 
and 100% without first discussing the 
matter with its customers, or giving 
the broadcasting industry’s negotiat- 


ing Cc’ littee any opportunity to 
consider its terms. 

5. Network payments. You ask 
why the networks refuse to pay 


ASCAP any portion of the differen- 
tials between the sum which the 
networks collect from their adver- 
tisers and the sum which they allot 
as station payments, 


May I point out to you that the 
networks are making a payment on 
such differentials to BMI? Under 
the contracts made in 1932 and 1935, 
when ASCAP did not lack bargain- 
ing power, ASCAP elected to im- 
pose increased sustaining fees upon 
the networks rather than to impose 
any tax upon these differentials. 
The proposed contract which ASCAP 
promulgated in 1940 increased the 
payment by networks by 500%. This 
increase, if acquiesced on, would 
have substantially wiped out net- 
work profits and been destructive of 
network operations. I remind you 
that this increase was imposed upon 
the networks without any opportun- 
ity for discussion or negotiation. 

If ASCAP had any desire to dis- 
cuss this question, it had the oppor- 
tunity, and their representatives did 
not care to avail themselves of this 
opportunity. 


6. BMI payment to authors. BMI 
is earnestly attempting to work out 
a fair basis of payment to authors. 
ts present formula is not intended 
to be final and we all look forward 


to its ultimate improvement. I 
think that in estimating even its 
present results, however, you are 


misled by the difference between 
ASCAP’s method of counting ‘per- 
formance points’ and BMI’s true and 
accurate method of counting per- 
formances. ASCAP checks on 
New York stations of: NBC and CBS. 
It counts few other performances 
BMI, however, under its logging 
system, arrives at an accurate figure 
for all performances. 


When you estimate Mr. Kern’s 
performance fees, you do it upon the 
assumption that all of Mr. Kern’s ex- 
cellent repertory of music would re- 
sult in less than one performance a 
day by the average broadcasting sta- 
tion. I am sure that this does an 
Kern. You also 
fail to take into account, in your 
computations, that the amount which 
BMI is paying to composers is net 
to them. 
tion results in a figure which is ap- 
proximately one-third, and not one- 
seventh, of the amount which is be- 
ing paid to ASCAP writers today. 

The fact is that BMI’s ratio to the 
number of performances is definitely 
more fair to writers than ASCAP'’s 


Miller Answers Coslow 


Continued from page 4V 


When the official FCC | 


the } 


Even your own computa- | 


method of artificially fixed ratings. | 
'BMI's present payments to hitherto 


in 
with 


unknown writers 
compare favorably 


many cases 
those made 


es 








eee 











high ASCAP ratings, 


under 


and 
none of these payments are as low 
as those of ASCAP’s lower ecate- 


gories. 

7. Songwriters Protective Associa. 
tion contract. The SPA contract 
contains special exemptions which 
are applicable only to ASCAP. BMI 
asked whether the same exemptions 
could be applied to it, and this re- 
quest was refused. The SPA econ- 
tract is grossly discriminatory in 
favor of ASCAP and against BMI. 
I must remind you that SPA jis 
headed by an ASCAP director and 
controlled by ASCAP members. 


8. ASCAP membership. I cannot 
agree with you that ASCAP hag 
proved an open door to new writers. 
An admission of only 1,150 writers 
in 25 years wouid seem to argue 
against such a concept, especially 
when 80% of those writers receive 
only nominal payments. In connec- 
tion with ASCAP’s recent admission 
policy, ‘I point out to you that 
ASCAP has admitted three times as 
many members since BMI's organ- 
ization as it has during any com- 
parable period. If these people were 
entitled to admission, they should 
have received it without any such 
stimulus, 

I cannot close this letter without 
reiterating that broadcasters are 
keenly desirous of seeing that the 
writers of the music which they play 
receive adequate compensation. If 
you do not believe that our indus- 
try wants this as a matter of prin- 


| ciple, I hope that you will believe 


that we are intelligent enough to 
realize that we favor it in sheer 
self-interest. We have a profound 
regard for the many splendid song- 
writers included in ASCAP’s mem- 
bership. What stands between us 
now is the determined opposition of 
ASCAP'’s management to any method 
of dealing which permits the opera- 
tion of normal competition and ordi- 
nary business methods in the field 
of performing rights. 

To us sppeeen seems un- 
reasoning. rsons of your calibre 
cannot be unmoved by the fact that 
the recent pronouncements of Fed- 
eral judges and of the Depart- 
ment of Justice alike characterize 
ASCAP'’s present methods as illegal. 

You and I are accustomed to 
ing paid when our services are used, 
and then only. That is true not only 
of us and of the butcher, the baker, 
the candlestick maker, but all art- 
ists in all other fields. That is what 
we want from ASCAP. We are un- 
able to see why, in the field of per- 


this 
Pe 


be- 


forming rights and in that field 
alone, people should be entitled to 
compensation when their services 


and products are not used 
The opposition to this elementary 


principle is astounding to us, not 
only because it is opposed to law, 
but because we do not believe that 
it is in the interests of ASCAP 
members. You and those of your 
fellows whose works are used by 
broadcasters have nothing to fear 


Your songs will 
unless 


from such a system. 
be used if they are desirable, 
the price put on them is wholly un- 
economic. 

The broadcasting pays 
the highest average in the 
entire world. We are not niggardly. 

We urge you to use your influence 
within your own organization to ob- 
tain a recognition of the elementary 
and basic principle which in- 
volved. We want your songs. We 
are prepared to deal for them in 8 


industry 


wages 


1s 


spirit of, fairness and friendliness 
on an honest and legal business 
basis. 

Yours very sincerely, 


Neville Miller. 


MANNING SHERWIN 
STUCK IN ENGLAND 


The story is just out about a song- 
writer who has been unable to en- 
joy the U. S. fruits of his first song 
hit. He is Manning Sherwin, whose 
‘Nightingale Sang in Paris’ has been 
having quite a vogue, but who has 
been unable to get out of England. 

Sherwin, an American, went over 
about three years ago and was con- 
cerned in the writing of several re- 
vues. He stuck when war was first 
declared, being unable to get pas- 
sage out when the Nazi blitz really 
started, 





Alberto Dominguez, composer of 
‘Frenesi’ and ‘Perfidia,’ up from 
Mexico City, discussing publication 
of new numbers, 
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~ ]0 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes | 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 





Names 


of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose 


recordings are being played. 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the | 


listings and respective publishers.) 


; sittin’ {Artie Ghaw.......... Victor | ae 
j. Frenes} (B) CSOUGMCIN ). wc cccccecccceces | Woody Herman....... Decca Anita O'Day, new singer with 
; _— Gene Krupa in place of Irene Daye, 
{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca who quit after marrying trumpeter 
H a Rhapsody (7) (BMI) J Charlie Barnet ....Bluebird | Corky Cornelius. 
2. 1 Hear — +: spina il dale tale ee ee SD k604%0nes Okeh | 
Dinah Shore ,..... Bluebird | 
Sait ;, “ | Richard Himber holds over four 
’ , te Smith....... Columbia | weeks mor t St. Francis hotel 
, (6) (Ct PE bes . send, e at St. Franc el, 
a. Last Fame 5 Sew Sere (6) (Chapper | Leo Reisman......... Victor | San Francisco. 
{Dinah Shore.....,.Bluebird 
4. Yes, Darling Daughter (7) (Feist)...... {Glenn Miller...... Biuebird| Jack Teagarden doing solo guest 
| Andrews Sisters...... Decca | Shot on .Benny Goodman’s Old Gold 
(Al Kavelin............ ae ee oe 
§. I Give My Word (if) (BMI)...... sees. 1 Eddy Duchin...... Columbia ; 
| Jack Leonard Okeh| _ Les Hite band signed for series of 
ns | Bluebird sides. Band’s only previ- 
| Bluebird sid B ly p 
FE Renee ft orig SA Victor | ous recordings were a few for U. S. 
"* | Arte "POP eee .. Vector | Records. 
{Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
7. You Walk By (4) (BMI)......... Sbanes | Eddy Duchin ..... Columbia| Stuff Smith set for stretch at Cap- 
| Wayne King ......... Victor itol Cocktail Lounge, Chicago, start- 
{ Bing Crosby.......... Decca | "® me Sh _ 
| Sammy Kaye......... Victor ’ —— : 
8. Santa Fe Trail (6) (Harms)..... ere r ey Guy Lombardo....... Decea | _, Milt aerate Avedon ane Old Vienne, | 
Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh Cincinnati, Saturday (1) for eight 
Kate Smith....... Columbia | &e*s: 
8. Salud Dinero Y Amor (2) (Marks)..... Vaughn Monroe ...Bluebird Will Bradley out few days with 
{Ted Weems........... Decea laryngitis and grippe last week. 


10. There'll Be Some Changes (1) (Marks). 


| Benny Goodman. .Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
| Gene Krupa....... Columbia 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but 
growing in demand on the coin machines.) 


Sees RW TrOreee ys s.v.60asss hs o400eseeoun 


Memory of a Rose (S-B) 


Hello Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins) 


Anvil Chorus (BMI) , 





Lee Leali boys are again at 
Gray Wolf Tavern, Masury, O. 


the 


Homer Nightingale has completely 
redecorated his Cocoanut Grove 
ballroom near Toledo, installing 50 
palm trees and numerous cocoanuts 





Donald Maloney, 
joined the Horace 
tion, as accountant. 


of Akron, has 
Heidt organiza- 





Terry Shand has made _ several 
changes in his orchestra: Mary Os- 
borne, from Dick Stabile, has been 
added to play steel guitar and sing | 
in place of Susan Lang, who went to | 
Florida to cure her laryngitis; Ron 
Perry on first tenor from Richard 
Himber, replacing Mack Robbins, 
who joined Enoch Light; Verne Yon- 


ker, from Red Nichols, instead of 
Bill Westphal on trombone, while 
Sam Kublin has been added for a 
second trombone. 

Sammy Kaye orch at Loew's 
Broad theatre, Columbus, week of 


Feb. 28, second booking for house in 
recent weeks, 





Charles Kirk, formerly  Saxie 
Dowell’s drummer, enlisted as a pri- 
vate with 10lst Cavalry band sta- 
tioned at Fort Devens, Ayer, Mass., 
where he is an instructor, although 
without official rank as yet, and 


ee 


presently teaching a sergeant to play | 


bass drum. In leisure time, is ar- 
ranging for Bill Bardo’s orchestra. 


Bobby Hackett took over podium 


at Versailles, Boston (24), replacing | 


George MacFarlane, who returns to | 
| junior prom ox the Washington Uni- 


Ruby Newman banner. 





Jimmy Dorsey was 
Gramatization of his career, on a 
‘Famous Fathers’ series turntabled 
Over a string of stations as a plug for. 


} 
hero of a 


{ Tommy Dorsey 
| Ella Fitgerald 


ery a Victor 
eee kes -aeen 


{Sammy Kaye ...... .. Victor 

Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 

-| Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 
ree Victor 

eekdats { Ella Fitgerald ........Decca 
_Mitchell Ayres ....Bluebird 

{ Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 

CLOG BOW: vivicccs caves Okeh 

{Bob Chester....... Bluebird 

| Charioteers ...... Columbia 

al ie Sahai Ginny Simms.........Okeh 
[eee WOCTNS. oo iiccceeec Decca 

| BIRE CROSDY oie sss Decca 

TTC ee { Gray Gordon .....Bluebird 
| OM WEED, ci veces ewhes Okeh 

(‘Eddy Duchin ..... Columbia 

"****') Gene Krupa ...... Columbia 

{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 


) Sammy Kaye ........Victor 





stage hit, ‘Life With Father.’ In high- 
lighting Dorsey’s rise to fame, em- 
phasis was laid 
mother of his bride-to-be against her 
initial prejudice against 
count orchestra player.’ 


‘ 


Will Bradley orchestra play a one- 
night engagement at the Trianon 
Ballroom Thursday, Feb. 27. 





Duke Ellington plays week of | 





ceeds donated to the St. Louis Chap- 
ter of the Women’s Allied War Re- 
lief Assn., which sends clothing and 
medical sipplies to England. More 
than 10,090 are expected to attend. 

Shirley Heller, vocalist with Jack 
Walton at Yacht Club, Pitt&burgh, 
sticks to do vocals at same spot with 
Herman Middleman outfit, which 
opened there Fridzy (21). 

















Band worked without him. 





Bernie Cummins set for four-week 
return to Edgewater Beach hotel, 
Chicago, beginning March 28. 


Ted Black Bankrupt 


Ted Black (ne Aboussleman) has 
filed a petition of bankruptcy with 








| the Brooklyn federal court. 








| 
| 


| 


upon winning over | 


‘a no-ac- | 


Orchestra leader gave his liabili- | 


ties as $8,785 and stated he had no 
assets. 


Douglas Hertz Ponders Dance Wing 
For Pegasus Polo Club in N. J. 





6-8 BMI Tunes In 1 Rep. 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Harry Engel has closed the first 
| deal for a full BMI score in a fea- 
, ture picture. Jack Owens is writing 
: six to eight numbers for Republic’s 
Judy Canova starrer, ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 
| Deal is being worked out with the 


+ 


Pic; Big Radio Putsch 


networks for a premiere splash of. 


the songs. 


- Jan Savitt Pays Off 


Kansas City, Feb. 25. 

Jan Savitt while here on a one 
nighter last week paid the final in- 
'stallment of $2,500 on the deal 
whereby he bought his contract from 
CRA. The terms called for 10 pay- 
ments of similar amounts and was 
made about four months ago. 

The Savitt crew is now booked 
by MCA. 











with the band, spent one day in bed 
(18) nursing himself out of a case of 
| the flu, but got up to carry on after 
'the band moved out from the Pla- 
‘Mor ballroom. 





JOE GLASER’S CHI TRIP 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
In town last week to 
supervise the get-away of the Les 
Brown orchestra in the northside 
| Michael Todd Theatre-Cafe, set the 


Joe Glaser, 


| date, 








Pegasus Club, Rockleigh, N. J., 
may become a name band stand if 
plans now in the making work out. 
Douglas G. Hertz, its owner and also 
owner of the New York Yankees 
football team, is mulling the thought 
of enlarging the current barroom of 
his spot to a size which woutd per- 
mit the use of top flight orchestras. 
Pegasus Club itself is an indoor polo 
stand, offering horseback hockey 
every Saturday evening. It seats 
about 2,500. 

However, the arena itself would 
not be used for dancing. Rather 
than drop polo and have to stand the 
cost of replacing the turf with a 
dance floor and also the cost of heat- 
ing such a building during the win- 
ter, Hertz is figuring on adding a 
large capacity wing. Pegasus is on 
400 acres of ground and is equipped 
with a fairly large swimming pool. 

If it goes through the thought 
stage the spot would be opposition 
to Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook at 
Cedar Grove, N. J., also a name band 
Rockleigh is about three-quar- 
ters of an hour drive from New 


Jack. Kearney, travelling manager | York City. 


Milwaukee Local’s Prez 


Taboos Cuffo Date For 
Pianist at Defense Meet 


Milwaukee, Feb. 25. 
Vollmer Dahlstrand, president of 
the Milwaukee Musicians Associa- 
tion (Local 8 A.F.ofM.), last Friday 





|refused request to furnish a pianist 
| Glenn Garr orchestra for a spot in| 
Chi 


hi. 
Garr orchestra comes into the! 
O’Henry Park ballroom for an ex- 


;tended stay starting March 14. 
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Disc Reviews 
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Bradley’s band has worked hard 


‘Beat Me Daddy’ and subsequent boogie-woogie pieces. 


ing away at the same groove. 
should be careful that the style that 


to get going. It clicked nicely on 


Bradley 


helped him doesn’t kill him. If any 


performer did on a stage what Ray McKinley does to the vocal on ‘Break 


It’ he'd get hooted off. 


same b.w. scent. 
hot tromboning. 


Band sizzles up a 


It starts the side away, too. 
isn’t distinguished though it’s played well enough. 


Following melody 
Reverse hounds the 
cold trail, bellwethered by Bradley’s 


Ella Fitzgerald ‘Hello, Ma’—‘Wishful Thinking’ (Decca 3612) 


Both sides good. Miss Fitzgerald 
ballad keeps pace with her usual hig 


’s vocaling of 


the rhythm tune and 


h rating. Her work on ‘Hello, Ma’ is 


>. 
socky. In bouncing tempo it rolls smoothly with good background. ‘Wish- 


ful Thinking’ is surprising. Behind 
band sounds anything but like the ¢ 
improved tremendously 
and flowjng saxes and it sounds sma 


the excellent lyricing the Fitzgerald 


‘ombo it was six months ago. It has 


Arrangement puts the group under muted brass 


rt. 


Claude Thornhill ‘Love Tales’—‘Alt Wein’ (Okeh 5988) 


Thornhill apparently can’t make u 
new band. Since his recent initial re 


p his mind on what he wants for his 
leases for Okeh it has run the gamut 


| of tempoes. Both of these are waltzes and show his band up best. Ar- 
| rangements are simple and easily played. Good portion of ‘Tales’ feature: 
the leader’s piano work with barely di cernable subtone clarinets ac- 
companying. It’s soothing. ‘Alt Wein’ likewise. It’s equally quiet and 


April 3 at Paramount theatre, Los | 


Angeles, following six-week tour of 
one-nighters, 





Jan Garber opened six-week stand 
at Casa Manana, Culver City. 

Harry James is remaking ‘Flight 
of the Bumble Bee’ trumpet solo for 
release on Columbia Records’ 
label. He originally made 
U.S. Records. 

Al Kavelin opens two weeks at 
the Arcadia Ballroom, New York, 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Benny Goodman is set to do a lec- 
ture on jazz music at Long Island 
U., New York, April 16. 








Will Hudson booked into Hotel 
Statler, Buffalo, one-nighter Feb. 28 
in place of Johnny Long, previously 
skedded. 





Paul Pendarvis opening at Casino, 
Pittsburgh, pushed forward couple 
of weeks and band moves in Satur- 
day (1), following Clyde Knight ork. 


Benny Goodman set to play at the 


versity in St. Louis Municipal Audi- 
torium March 21, and the shindig. for 
the first time in its history, will be 
open to the public. 


50c | 
it for 


| to the mark set by the first. 
| too much vocal. 


smooth and uses more of the band itself. 


It’s the better side. 


Harry James ‘Music Makers’—Montevideo’ (Columbia 35932) 


James’ first record on a new Co 


Makers’ it features clean and cliék muted brass 


saxes, to 
repetit 


attractive combination of 
mendable even if it 
swings to the latin side 
well 


is a bit 
on a tango t 


contract is good. On ‘Music 
work with and behind an 
form an original that’s highly com- 
Tempo is moderate. Coupling 
It’s okay. Dick Haymes vocals 


lumbia 


ious 
rack It 


Gene Krupa ‘Jungle Madness’—‘Apurksody’ (Okeh 5997) 


‘Jungle’ gives Krupa an opportun) 


ty to work out his tom-toms and he 


doesn’t miss. Number is a super arrangement in Krupa’s stage and ball- 
room work, but on records it’s a lot of noise, It’s made up of growling 
brass, pounding skins, a short, but okay trumpet break and a clarinet solo 
that should have been forgotten. ‘Apurksody’ is Krupa’s theme, one of the 


stranger signature tunes. It’s nicely 


done and easily the best side. 


Benny Goodman ‘More Than You Know’—‘Superman’ (Columbia 55002) 


Second of Goodman's 12-inch relez 
Best s1 


band vocalists are concerned, but 
12-inch side when buyers expect to 


ises selling at 75c this record isn’t up 
de is the standard, but it’s marred by 


three-fourths of a 


hear Goodman. Less 


++ 


than a minute 


as accompanist for the 
‘America’ at American 
men’s Association here. 


singing of 
Foundry- 
Later Dahl- 


| strand declared that he had not been 


apprised of the patriotic nature of 
the event when he had ruied on the 


| matter, or that Brigadier N. F. Ram- 
| sey would speak. 


Ramsey was here for address on 
national defense. Ben D. Claffey, 
president of the organization wanted 
a pianist to play for the singing of 


ithe national anthem as the flag was 
Will Bradley ‘Break It to Me Gently’—‘This Little Icky’ (Columbia 35922) 


But it’s still bang- | 
These two are poorer examples. 


unfurled when took the 
platform. 

Dahlstrand refused to permit a pi- 
anist to play on grounds it violated 
rule that at least six musicians must 
be employed when music for a con- 
vention at the Crystal Ballroom is 
needed. There was no music. 

Ruling invoked by Wolmer Dahl- 


strand, head of the Milwaukee Mu- 


speaker 


|sicians Association against one mu- 


instruments si- 
Duff 


sician playing two 
multaneously has put Johnny 
out of a job. 

Duffy, an organist whose specialty 
is playing a piano with one hand 
and a Hammond organ or Novachord 


with the other at the same time, 
played the Blackhawk Cafe, Chi- 
cago, for 14 weeks with approval of 
James C. Petrillo, president of both 
the A. F. of M. and the Chicago lo- 
cal. But when booked into Hotel 
Blat Palm Garden here to co-star 
with Freddy Fischer and _ the 


Schnickelfritzers, Dahlstrand object- 


ed. Duffy played the date, but only 
one instrument at a time and his 
|engagement was limited to two 


| weeks. 


Helen Forrest's lyricing is tops in any tempo as far as | 
no singer Can carry 


| midway picks up the band. ‘Superman’ features Cootie Williams’ muted 
trumpet and Georgie Auld’s tenor in sock soloing, but the arrangement 


A $3-per-person | 
tap will be made with the net pro- | 


packs little punch. 
it's just as whacky. 


Count Basie ‘Whe Am I’'—Stampede in G Minor’ (Okeh 5987) 
Gander at the labei is necessary to be certain ‘Who Am I’ is by a colored 
band. It almost completely loses the markings of a sepia crew with an 
arrangement which could have been better but still is a decided improve- 


ment over the usual Harlem hacking approach to such a melody. 


If it’s based on the exploits of the cartoon character 


ailment. 


Tempo 


rolls at an easy lope. Basie’s pianoing and a trumpet get in short innings. 
Reverse shifts to a moderately hot groove for an original that has little 
merit outside of enthusiasm and solos on piano, trumpet and sax. 


Duffy was next offered an engage- 
ment at station WEMP, but Dahl- 
strand again stepped into the pic- 
ture to rule that an out-of-town or- 
ganist could not be brought into 
Milwaukee while local  organists 
were available. 

Meantime, at WEMP, 


two organ- 


ists, Florence Kelly and Helen Lavin, 
quit the job when station manager 
C. J. Lanphier appointed Elmer 


Ihrke musical director. Joyce Frome 
and Myron Stewart put 
the vacancies. Clarence Berg 
joined the staff of organists upon 
conclusion of his engagement with 
Billy Baer’s orchestra at the Nicollet 
Hotel, Minneapolis. 


Leo Moran-Dies at 30 


Leo Moran, trombonist with Hal 
Kemp's orchestra, died Sunday (23) 
in Holy Family Hospital, Brooklyn. 
Death was caused by an intestinal 
He about 30 and is 
survived by widow and two-month- 
old baby 

Player had been a member. of 
Kemp’s orchestra for some time, be- 
ing with it at the time Kemp him- 
self died last December. He only 
recently returned to New York after 


were into 


= 
aiso 








was 


\the Kemp group was disbanded. 
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BALTO BREAKS 
OUT IN RASH 


| of 


Proper Portable Tanks Boies’ 1-Niters 


Stall Aquacade Tour John Boles will embark on a tour 


|of one and two-night theatre dates 
Condensed road company version | im March. He'll be accompanied by 
Billy le which |4@ Pianist on a string of dates now 





Rose’s Aquacade 





| Night Club Reviews 








jances on the bill without apparent 
Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. injury, although in the interim .. 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) | zone falls off the top of a prop stair- 


temporarily stymied because of need 
for a portable tank that can be taken 


| Morris agency. 


Though he’s not, aimed for ball- 


OF MORALS | John Murray Anderson is readying is | being set up for him by the William 
| 
| 


} On tour. 
“engineers are now working on the 
problem, with chances that a tank | 


Baltimore, Feb. 25 

This town went moral in a big way 
last week, with the cops hauling the 
principals of the traveling burlesque 
unit at the Gavety, to court and the 
Catholic Review devoting a front 
page blast to the previous week's en- 
gagement of ‘The Who Came to Din- | 
ner’ af Ford's. Newspaper also tied } 
in recent showing of ‘This Thing 
Called Love’ and urged all parish 
pastors to campaign against its sub- 
sequent neighborhood showing now 
at hand. 

Upon receipt of complaints, Police 
Capt. Joseph Itzel detailed four 
patrolmen to a matinee of the burley 
performance. Sergt. Alexander Emer- 
son, vice squad head, who arrived at 
conclusion of performance, went 
backstage and asked to see the cos- 
tumes worn by a trio of strippers 
and a demonstration of their ‘terp- 
sichorean technique.’ On the 
strength of the private audition and 
a batch of stenographic notes of gags | 
alleged to have been cracked during | 
the show, strippers Sonia Duvall, | 
Dawn DeLees and Ermaine Taylor, 
along with comics Benny Moore and 
Slats Taylor, were pinched. Hon 
Nickel, house owner, and Gus Flag, 


stage manager, were also taken 
along. 
Defendants were held for the 


grand jury after posting bonds of 


approximately 145 by 60 feet will be 
perfected late in the spring in time 


for the scheduled summer tour. In 
addition there will be two smaller | 
tanks. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Feb. 25. 

Chris Hagedorn, who ozoned here 
for so many years, is trying to do 
the same thing at 56 Smith avenue, 
Bayshore, L. I. 

Mrs. Nettie Robey, f .m Washing- 
ton, is a new arrival at the Will 
Rogers. 

Glenn Forrest, who saw service up 
here (he was formerly with the 
Charlie Ahearn troupe), is now un- 
der observation at the French hos- 
pital, N. Y. 

After months of strictly 
John O'Shea is on mild exercise. 

Dick Bergsetn, former manager of 


in bed, | 


room 
dates. 


N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Waldorf-Astoria 


work, Boles may play such 








(N. Y.) Empire 
Room is on the downbeat with its 
current lineup of talent, meaning 
Paul Gerrits and Adelaide Moffett, 


jin leu of Russell Swan and Yvette, 


but with the Leighton Noble dance 
band holding over. Latter alone 
bolsters the proceedings. Miss Mof- 
fett who, as a society songstress, is 
still to be regarded in that ‘socialite’ 
groove, and not strictly judged by 
professional standards, has sung to 


better advantage, however, pre- 
dicated usually on her choicer se- 


lection of songs. Her present reper- 
oire is all in the same overly po- 
lite, parloresque mood, slow, too too 
chichi and possibly struggling for 
too much ‘class.’ Result is a blank. 
‘Rhumba Jumps’ doesn’t, as an 
epener, ‘Embraceable You’ is an ex- 
tended medley of musicomedy fila- 
vors. ‘Dearest, Darest I’ is not for 
a hotel room, especially when they’re 


| dining and easily disconcerted, and 
| ‘Nightingale 


Sang in Berkeley 


the Ventor theatre, Atlantic City, is Square,’ the routine encore, isn’t a 


} a newcomer. 


Bill Plunkett and Joy Navarre top 
the Russian Bank players at the 
Will Rogers; game 
ture in the san’s lounge room. 


is a daily fea- | 


chirpy excerpt. Gerrits, the roller- 


' skater who resembles Robert Mont- 
| gomery. needs glibber small-talk to 


stand up in the corfines of a class 
room. He has an engaging person- 
ality and his polite acro-skating is 


Frank Carter left for Fall River, | a bit different, but that’s not enough 


| Mass., after six months of Adiron- | 
| dack resting. 
| The Lowell Thomas dinner at 
| Lake Placid did turnaway biz. Sar- 
|}anac’s mayor, Tom Ward, did the! 
main speech. 
| Tudor Cameron, who shutters at | 
| the Will Rogers April 1, is trying to | 
| interest a silent partner for a new! 
local weekly paper. | 
Eddie Vogt, besides helping Rudy 
Plank in the san’s X-ray depart- | 
ment, finds time to do shopping for 
| the bed patients. 
| Ralph Cardinal, former mayor of | 


$100 each. Performances at the the- 
atre were continued. 

Catholic Review attack upon ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ called for 
censorship of legit theatre and urged 
rearming of Legion of Decency for 
new fight on Hollywood producers 
because of ‘This Thing Called Love.’ 
Paper also refused this week to take 
advertising from combo Hipp, whose | 
front is currently selling ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) as ‘spicy.’ 


| 
| 








to round out a resounding score. 
Fast opening and closing of a new 
dancer, John Wray, who was paid 
off following his Saturday night (15) 
premiere, caused Gerrits’ lasf-min- 
ute induction. Under the circum- 
stances he did faily well. 





Casino Russe, N. Y.. on the site of 
what was formerly the Club Rich- 
man and, before that, Roger Wolfe 
Kahn’s ultra-snooty Le Perroquet 
(both, circa speakeasy), has~more 
than an average good chance to 
click. It’s doing weil already, being 
the only uptown class vodka joint, 
now that the Hotel St. Regis’ Mai- 


Jack Waldron, Elenore Wood, Hib- 
bert, Bird and LaRue, Winton and 
Diane, Bunny Howard, Ginger Dulo, 


| Flower, Sylvia Barry, Nine Chorus | 


Girls, Six Showgirls; Buddy Clarke’s 
| Band and Jose *Domingo’s Rhumba 
Orch; $2.50 minimum. 

Jack Waldron is virtually playing 
stock at this hotel roof spot, but a 
seven-months run and more to go, 
as is currently the case, is not un- 
usual for the fast comic. He's ap- 
parently rarely in a 
sprint, past long runs at the old 
Hollywood and Paradise on Broad- 
way testifying to this. 

He’s now heading a new produc- 
tion here tagged ‘Manhattan Holi- 
day, and, plus the knockabout adagio 
trio of Hibbert, Bird and LaRue, is 
the show’s saving grace. 
a lot of femmes in the show, plus 


slowly paced and punchless for the 
most part because of lack of out- 
standing talent. Waldron picks it 
up when he’s on, and the adagio trio, 


with the surprise of having LaRue 


patron. This gag is set early via 
LaRue heckling Waldron from a 
front table. 


and the body-flash under dim lights 
is her chief appeal; Winton and 
Diane are a fair mixed hoofing team; 
Sylvia Barry and Bunny Howard 
handle the straight singing chores in 
undistinctive voice, while Ginger 
Dulo makes a rather feeble try at 
comedy singing. Her takeoff on 
Martha Raye at this catching was 
more sad than it was satirical. 


into the line of showgirls. 


routines are unimaginative. The 


the customers enter a hobby horse 


again used in this production. 
appears to be aimed more at the 





hotel’s out-of-town customers than 
the Broadwayites, and the _ roof 
nitery’s excellent business since 
opening last Wednesday (19) proves 
that it’s working. 


nitery for a/| 


There are, 


multiple changes of costume, but it’s | 


are a next-to-closing click, especially | 


come out of the audience as a drunk | 


Elenore Wood is a semi-nude dancer | 


One | 
of the show's better specialties is a| 
dance by Miss Flower, who doubles | 


Chorus of nine and the showgirls | 
are nicely costumed, but the dance | 


Park Central’s old standby of having | 


race for a bottle of champagne is | 
Show 














Det. Cafe Op on Skids. 
Due to Feds’ Rum Rap 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

A flashback to the Prohibition era 
landed Joseph DeVillers, who oper- 
ates the Villa D, in the grease with 
the Federal authorities here. They 
claimed that he was up to the old 
trick of refilling empty, bonded-label 
whiskey bottles with cheap brands. 
He faces $1,000 fine or two years 
imprisonment on each of the four 
counts against him. 


| Malone, N. Y., for 17 years, is an 
amateur French-Canadian dialect 
story teller. 

Chick Lamont, ex-N.V.A.-ite, who 
recently lost his appendix, is walk- 
ing the mainstem assisted by a 
crutch. 

The writer has been shot back to 
bed because cf u setback; not serious, 
I hope. 

The outstanding feature of the 
Will Rogers is the laughs handed out 
by Dickie Moore and Ben Schaffer. 

Valentin Parera, husband of Grace 
Moore, who has been ozoning here 
for the past two months, is on the 


Authorities through this neck of comeback list. 


the woods have been conducting a 
drive for this type of violation 
practiced in Prohibition days. 


From Bermuda Terrace to Ber- 
muda Terrace was the experience of 
Mitchell Ayres when on leaving 
Brooklyn’s Hotel St. George B. T., 
he was booked into Boston’s Hotel 
Brunswick B. T. for a week, 17-22. 


For the first time in the history of 


the local Hotel Saranac, the orches- 
tra will fold Bryce Lavign, orch 
leader, quoted a no-biz reason. 

larry and Charlie Barrett, of 302 
Broadway, Saranac Lake, are pretty 
ill. t is too bad that some of the 
| old-time jugglers overlook this pair, 


| who are among the daddies of vaude- | 


| ville. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 


| sonette Russe is no more. Buddy Clarke’s band, also a fixture 
| The show, in fact, is reminiscent} here, is playing the show and alter- 
| of the Maisonette. what with maestro] nating for the dancing with Jose 
| Cornelius Codolban; Mischa, the | Domingo’s rhumba crew. Scho. 
| maitre d’hotel who was formerly at ——— 
| the St. ee and others. Show is 
partly nostalgic of yesteryear Russia, M M 4 
| before commies and nazis complicat- Latin Quarter, Miami 
|ed new world feeling for the old —— 
world. Lunia Nesterova, ballerina: Miami, Feb. 22. 
Tina Boleva, soprano; Sonia Yar and Sally Rand, Clarissa, Emil Boreo, 
|; her guitar; Yanco Borca and his! Grisha and Brona, Frank Mazzone 
cymbaline, and a wow specialty by Dancers, Helen Carroll, Henri Ther- 
| himself: Codolban's exciting gypsy | rien, Pierce and Harris, Parisienne 
music; Dmitri Matvienko with char- | Demoiselles (12), Joe Candullo Orch 
acteristic Caucasian flaming-dagger | (12); Minimum $2. 
dancing; Kris Kay with the U. S. _ 
ensemble, and that fugitive from = , ' 
Hibernian steppes, Larry (Toscha) | Lew Walters is doing what ne op- 
Murphy, as emcee, yclept bass player | erator has saat been able to —, 
with the band and balladeer, round | plish: he’s running this locality’s 
out a brisk little show. Sasha Maeef legendary white elephant, Earl Car- 
is the owner. There's also an excel- | roll’s former Palm Island Club, to 
lent mixed vocal septet for the back- | boffy b.o. An almost immediate click, 
| ground fol-de-rol. Place is the 56th | the Latin Quarter has been the only 
| street (rear) adiunct to the Russian | local nitery to coast through the 
Tea Room on West 57th, adjoining | early season without curling around 
| Carnegie Hall. On the 56th street | the edges, and continues to be the 
side, also, is a Bagdad room for the | biggest and most consistent money 
| late-hour windup, following the 8:30 | maker in town. All this, and with- 
|and midnight floor shows in the | out a casino too. 
} Casino Russe proper. Abel. It seems Walters has the naive idea 
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| that it’s still possible to pack them 
|in here on the strength of a fast 
moving, socky revue, and a moder- 
| ately priced cuisine. This week Sally 
| Rand, with her usual knack for scor- 
ing more legit publicity than the 
average press agent could dream up 
in a decade, breezed in on a blast 
from the Georgia legislature, and 
the ropes have been up ever since. 
| Miss Rand’s still cracking about lik- 
| ing the old boys, because they give 
you what the young ones promise. 
and her forays into the ‘esthetic’ 
dance continue to embrace a pair of 
fans and a bubble. It’s a routine 
that should have long gray whiskers 
| by now, but since Ja belle Rand is 
probably one of the brainiest femmes 
to ever cash in on such a display, 
it’s highly possible, to put it faceti- 


¢15 YEARS AGO 


' (From VARIETY) 





A battle 1oomed between Marcus | 
Loew and E. F. Albee. Loew’s take- | 
over of film theatres was taking place 
in territory of Albee vaudeville the- 
atre interests. 








John Barrymore contracted by 
Joseph Schenck for two pictures at 
|$100.000 each and 25% of all net profit 
| per film, each of which was to be ré- 
leased by United Artists. 





‘Is Zat So,’ opening at the Apollo, 


| case, breaking a table to bits, two of 

the gals hit the floor from spins with 
such force as to rattle the silver- 
| ware, and a third tumbles headfirst 
down a flight of stairs. They set a 
terrific pace. 

In setting Emil Boreo on this bill, 
Walters made another smart move 
| He’s a typical French music hall en- 
tertainer, and as such, provides the 
authentic continental touch required 
to justify the revue's tag, ‘Midnight 
in Paris.” Boreo’s rep has been 
largely on his wooden soldier rou- 
tine, but his songs and other jim- 
nersonations are equally diverting. 
Both Henri Therrien and Grisha and 
Brona are likewise cabaret importa- 
tions. Therrien is a robust tenor, 
| while Grisha and Brona click in a 
futuristic dance conception tagged 
‘The Golden Goddesses.’ Both gals 
are decked out from head to foot in 
a gold paint job, and the event is 
quite spectacular. 

Clarissa is a Mexican looker who 
does her bit to improve domestic re- 
lations by displaying a pair or shape- 
ly shafts in a doublet of south of the 
border routines. Wesley Pierce and 
| Hazel Harris, who have been around, 


'are amusing ballroom buffoons. Their 
satirical hoofology is always good for 
a giggle. 

As to be expected in a cabaret of 
this type, the house line gets quite 
a workout, and Truly McGee has 
done a corking job in staging the 
routines. The bevy of eyefuls are 
crack steppers and easily qualify as 
one of the revue’s top attractions. 
Particularly outstanding is a boudoir 
number in which the gals face each 
other through mirror frames and do 
|a disrobing double-take. 


Line also 
does a fine job in backing up Clar- 
issa and Miss Rand. Helen Carroll, 
another lass who’s easy on the optics, 
warbles the production tunes in cap- 
able fashion and introduces the 
| turns. 

Joe Candullo’s combo, under Dave 
Lester’s baton, rates plenty of at- 
tention for playing a tough show at 
a furious pace. Candullo takes over 
for the dansapation, splitting up the 
sets by pulling a lot of oldies out of 
the books. It’s great stuff for the 
dinner mob, and late comers can get a 
full quota of hot brass. An unbilled 
relief quintet rattles the maracas 
Leslie. 


* 
Rhumboogie, H’wood 
| Hollywood, Feb. 21. 

Cee Pee Johnson, Peter Ray, Three 
| Rockets, Lois Galloway, Dorothy 
Garbo, Johnson Orch (8); minimum, 
| $1.50 Saturday, $1 other nights. 

Pair of lads in the needle trade, 
Charles Fineman and Norman Heeb, 
were nudged by ‘Red’ McCullen, 
brother of Jerry Colonna, on the 
premise that Hollywood night-lifers 
were ripe for an all-Negro show. 
Subsequent returns proved the ad- 
vice to be judicious and prudent. 
McCullen cut himself in for a piece 
of the estab, a made-over store- 
room, and the trio are watching the 
shekels roll in. 

While the show and its contrib- 
uting talent are naturals for the spot, 
the whole success revolves around 
one stalwart performer, Cee Pee 
Johnson, about as versatile a sepian 
as has been seen around locally in 
some time. Specializing in tom- 
tom-kettle drum whamming, he 
leads the band, keeps the place hop- 
ping, takes a whirl at dancing, pipes 
a few throaty numbers, dances on 
his head and picks up chairs with 
his teeth. Johnson has been around 
for quite a while, and how he has 
been passed up so long is what’s 
wrong with most niteries. 

It’s his tom-tom beating, however, 
that puts the site over. Film stars 
have been playing repeats with dif- 
ferent groups two or three nights a 
week to watch C.P. bang those skin: 
He uses two slender kettles and a 
tom-tom and handles those sticks 
with speed and dexterity that seem 
out of this world. For a flash finish 
he speeds up the routine with the 
room darkened and the business 
ends of the sticks blazing away in 
phosphorescent arcs creating eerie 
streaks of light. About as clever 48 





ously, that she'll replace Lady Go-| 2Ovelty as the natives have glimpsed 





|London, was a smash. Roars of 
| laughter greeted the American click 


diva in historical interest. | in many years of the rounds. He's 
Frank Mazzone and the Abbott) 4 distinct personality as emcee and 
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on the opening night. dancers are a breathtaking adagio 


quartet who survive two _appear- 








exposes his divers other facets with 
(Continued on page 49) 
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Pearl White was leaving Paris for 








Egypt, where she was to appear in 
Cairo and Alexandria cabarets in 
dancing engagements. | 
Marion Talley, 18, the youngest | 
|prima-donna in the history of the. 
| Metropolitan Opera, was to make her | 
debut at the Met in ‘Rigoletto.’ Then playing consecutively: 








phis, Tenn.; Park Plaza Hotel, St. 


The sensation of a decade in vau- | Mich. (return engagement). 


deville booking circles was the walk- | 
out of Alf T. Wilton from the Keith- | 
Albee office. Of all the bookers con- | 
nected with the Keith-Albee office, | 
Wilton was the only one with nerve 
enough to split with the agency to 
open up for himself as an indie. 





ABNER J. 
RKO Building - 








a = 
| WESSON B 
“TWO IN ONE SATIRE” 
Held Over * * * Hippodrome, Baltimore 


Adams 
Beverly Hills Country Club, New 


AVAILABLE FROM MAY 23RD | 


Personal Management 


Theatres: MARK 


ROTHERS | 


Theatre, Newark, N. J.; 
port, Ky.; Claridge Hotel, Mem- 
Louis, Mo.; Club Royale, Detroit, 


GRESHLER 
Radio City, New York 
LEDDY 
































Wednesday, February 26, 


1941 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 45 





AGVA Still Concerned With Several 


Hangovers From 


Haddock’s Term: 


Talent Agency Idea Among Them 





Although Hoyt Haddock was dis- 
missed nearly three weeks ago, & 
few hangovers from his term as 


executive secretary of the American 


Guild of Variety Artists are still 
bothering that organization, In 
Minneapolis, for one thing, it is 


charged that an AGVA rep Haddock 
appointed to solicit membership has 
opened up a booking agency sideline, 
which he bills as the ‘AGVA Talent 
Agency.” 

This has brought several squawks 
from accredited agents and last week 
AGVA’s new administrative board 
shuttled Jack Irving, executive sec- 
retary in Chicago, to Minneapolis 
to investigate the setup. 


A similar gag was attempted in| 


Detroit, where Lee Golden, appointed 
local exec sec by Haddock there, ap- 
plied for and received a booking 
agency license under Michigan state 
law for the Detroit local. It was 
Golden’s idea to put the booking 
agency license to practical use in the 
event the town’s regular agents did 
not ‘play ball’ with AGVA. 

Last week AGVA's administrative 
board in New York ordered the De- 
troit local to immediately turn in, 
or cancel, the booking agency li- 
cense. 

Otherwise, the AGVA national pic- 
ture retains its status quo until the 
national election is held, supposedly 
within 60 days of Feb. 13. On the 
outside, however, there’s plenty of 
agitation—most of it aimed against 
the vaude-nitery union's present ad- 
ministrative setup—with most of the 
complaints coming from the ousted, 
s0-called Communist element, or 
from certain ‘interested’ persons who 
have never been members of AGVA. 

Chief among the latter are Mur- 
ray Lane and Lou Taylor, who last 
week sent out an arinouncement that, 
as representatives of Variety Actors 
Betterment Campaign Committee, 
they had a petition containing 4,500 
bone fide actor signatures demanding 
a democratic variety actors union. 
Lane claims he has submitted the 
petition to Frank Gillmore, president 
of the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America, from which a spe- 
cial committee is now administrating 
AGVA's affairs. 


Aside from the fact that Lane and | 
Taylor were of the Whitehead faction | 
Federation of Ac-'! 


in the American 
tors, their purpose in 
against AGVA jis not clear. 


agitating 
Neither 


one ever paid any dues to AGVA; | 


Lane is reputed to own a half inter- 
est in Maxine’s, a Bronx nitery, 
which puts him in the 


ine’s. 


The Variety Actors Betterment 


Campaign Committee, which is how | 


Lane and Taylor head their an- 
nouncements, has no office address in 
any of the New York directories. 
If Lane or Taylor are wanjed in 
relation to this organization, they 
must be called at their homes, or 
Maxine’s. 

Actually Lane and Taylor are be- 
ing quietly ignored by AGVA’s mem- 
bership, nearly all of whom have 
been informed that these two alleged 
patriots heretofore didn’t think 
enough of AGVA to even apply for 
membership. 

The Four A’s committee is going 
ahead with its plans to hold and su- 


pervise a national election of offi- 
cers and board of governors for 
AGVA. The national board will | 


then select an executive secretary. | 


The different locals will also hold 
elections, but it's expected their vot- 
ing will take place before the na- 
tional ballot. 


No Decision in Suit Of 





Gerrits Against Parker 





Apptication for an injunction by 
Paul Gerrits against Lew Parker 
was heard Monday (24) and decision 
reserved. Gerrits asked Justice 
Steuer in N. Y. supreme court to re- 
Strain Parker from using stage ma- 
terial he 
and which Parker used several 
weeks ago during a stay at Loew's 
State, N. Y. 

Motion originally was supposed to 
have been heard last week (17), but 
&n operation on Parker's nose forced 
fim to request an adjournment. 





| Gene Doyle, Phil Seeds 


Team as Skating Act 


Gene Doyle (and Donnelly) has 
teamed with Phil Seeds in a comedy 
act and they are currently working 
on skates in the ice show at the 
Iceland Restaurant, New York. Don- 
nelly has retired from show busi- 
ness, temporarily at least. 

First date for the Doyle and Seeds 
combo was at the Liberty, Elizabeth, 
N. J., recently, with the billing for 
the screen-stage show reading: ‘Who 
Killed Aunt Maggie’—5 Vaudeville 
Acts, 


N. Y. News Uses Photo 
Of Wrong Dancer, Judy 








A suit by Judy Allen, dancer, 
against the News Syndicate Co, 
publisher of the N. Y. Daily News, 
was revealed yesterday (Tues.) in 





employer | 
rather than employee class in union- 
ism, and Taylor is the m.c. at Max- | 


((Gerrits) claims to own | 


N. Y. supreme court. Plaintiff 
| charges libel and seeks damages of 
| $100,000. 

Suit says that the News published 
| Miss Allen’s photograph in connec- 
| tion with a shooting, and claimed 
| she was seated at a table with a man 
who was shot by his wife. The 
| News, for its defense, claims it re- 
tracted the story on Dec. 12, 1940, 
after publication Nov. 4, and says 
| that while a Judy Allen, a dancer, 
| was at the table, it was not the 
plaintiff, and the use of her photo 
was a mistake. 





} 


‘LOU HOLTZ UNIT LIKELY 
TO WIND UP IN PHILLY 


Lou Holtz’s Hollywood talent unit, 
currently at Loew’s State, N.Y., prob- 
|ably winds up its tour after next 
week’s date at the Earle, Philadel- 
phia. Another booking was skedded 
for the Hippodrome, Baltimore, but 








Arline Judge is pulljng out to return | 
to the Coast, primarily to visit her | 


| children, 

Wendy Barrie, also in the ,unit 
will stay east for a while. She's 
dickering for a Broadway show, but 
if that doesn’t come through, will 
settle for a Miami vacation. 





Heller Doubles Between 
Chi and Pitt Nitery 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

Now that Jackie Heller is co-owner 
with his brother, Sol, of the Yacht 
Club, one of town’s top niteries, he’ll 
shuttle between here and Chicago 
for next 13 weeks at least. Singer 
was recently signed by Mars Candy 
Co. to do a weekly NBC commercial 
with Ted-Rito’s band out of Chi 
every Sunday night and will spend 
his weekends there, coming back 
every Monday to headline Yacht 
Club show through Thursday. 

Yacht Club was until recently 
owned and operated by Sol Heller 
and Nick Andolina, with Jackie 
Heller buying latter out few weeks 
ago. Andolina, who was formerly 
connected with old Plaza Cafe, 
understood to be seeking a new 
nitery location. 


ry 


Ss 


Odd Defense in 30G Libel 
| Suit by Connie Constant 


A suit for $30,000 damages against 


| the Staten Isinnd Advance Co., pub- 
| lishers of the Staten Island Advance, 


|! by Connie Constant, actress and 
| model, was revealed’ yesterday 
(Tues.) in N. Y. supreme court. 


| Plaintiff charges libel in three issues 
| of the Advance. 

She claims the paper declared she 
was living with one Robert Martin 
in Miami at a time he was arrested. 
Defense avers story is true. Plaintiff 





was recently employed at Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade. 
Woody Herman has been signed 


for four weeks at the Sherman hotel, 
Chicago, beginning June 26 and may 
zo the Palladium, Los Angeles, after 
that. Herman replaced trombonist 
Bud Smith with Jerry Rosar, from 


‘Alvino Rey. 


Alen Sues for $100,000 


Burley Burns Slightly 


Dayton, Feb. 235. 

Fire in the dressing rooms of Izzy 
Hirst’s Mayfair (burlesque) here 
forced 700 patrons to exit on the 
double quick Saturday (22) night. 
Flames were confined to ushers’ 
|basement quarters, only damage to 
| theatre and three-story office build- 
ing above 
smoke, 

Fire interrupted strip strut of 

ladys Fox, member of ‘Quips and 
| Strips’ wheel show. 











Singer Deplores 


| 
| 


‘Socialite Trend 





Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 25. 

‘Society girls with blue-blood back- 
grounds would be more fortunate 
with blue in their voices if they as- 
pire to become blues singers,’ sug- 
gested Lillian Carmen, stage and 
night club singer, when quizzed by 
James Morley on the Harvard Uni- 
versity private radio network. 


They were discussing the prospects 
of a society singer in the heady com- 
petition of show business. Harvard 
| undergrads had been particularly in- 
terested since many of their sweet- 
hearts had evidenced a leaning to- 
wards the bright lights facing a 
| mike. 
| Miss Carmen deplored the rapid 
| transition of the chincHilla gals from 
| their drawing rooms to a night club 
| floor as featured singers, 


| ‘It's unfair to the girl when her 
| friends insist that she sings in public, 
merely because her voice sounds fine 
|in a small group clustered around a 
| piano,’ she remarked. 

‘A surgeon studies for many years 
‘and then serves an interneship be- 
fore he attempts an operation. For 
the same reason, your gir] friends, 
and singers in general, should study 
and then go through that training 
period, playing small spots, and 
graduate to the big time.’ 

Morley took issue with her that 

the society girls could not afford to 
hurt their reputations by playing in 
| honky-tonks. 
‘A girl doesn’t have to work in 
| joints to gain experience,’ Miss Car- 
men continued. ‘She can sing at 
parties, in amateur stage productions 
put on 
and the like. Thus she gains self- 
| confidence, and with a little coach- 
ing can put salesmanship into her 
| work to sell herself, which is just as 
important as talent.’ 

She paid tribute to her coach, Al 
Siegal, who took her from a cashier’s 








job in a New York department store, | 


enabling her to obtain a featured 
spot in New York theatres. 

Her big moment came when she 
was picked to sing in Ear] Carroll's 
‘Vanities,’ she recounted. She went 
to audition for him and was ming- 


ling on stage with a large group of | 


beautiful showgirls when Carroll 


said to an assistant, and pointing to | 


Miss Carmen, ‘What is that girl here 
for?’ 
‘She’s a singer,’ was the reply. 
‘If she can sing as beautifully as 
her legs are shaped, then she can 
have the job,’ was Carroll’s rejoinder. 
She was hired. 


Miss Carmen closed tonight (Tues- | 


day) at Club Mayfair, Boston. 


BEN RILEY BANKRUPT: 
| LIABILITIES $432,104 





Ben Riley, who lists himself as an | 


unemployed hotel keeper, formerly 
employed by Arrowhead Inn Oper- 
ating Corp., filed a voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in the N. Y. federal 
court Thursday (20), listing assets of 
$327,529 and liabilities of $432,104. 


He has earned $3,000 annually dur- 
ing the past two years, the petition 
states. 


Largest claim is that of the Chase 


National Bank, $318,800, plus $49,812 
interest. Bank holds a mortgage on 
Ben Riley's Estates. Of the other 
creditors the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is owed $515 while unsecured debts 
total $25,000. Assets include $316,202 
due for monies lent to Ben Riley’s 
Estates, and $10,887 on a second 
ij mortagage on the estates. 


resulting from heavy | 


To Pro Warbling 


Heated Race On By Several Aspirants 
For Executive Secretary Job at AGVA: 
Alan Corelli Prominently Mentioned 


Tivoli, B’klyn, Folds 
After Burley, Vaude 


Tivoli, Brooklyn, folded 
Thursday night (20) after a one-| ‘ary for the American Guild of 
week try with a vaudfilm policy, | Variety Artists until that union com- 
House only recently reopened with | pletes a national election within the 

next six weeks, there's evidently a 





Though the special Associated Ace 
| tors & Artistes of America adminis- 
trative committee indicates it will 
last |DOt appoint a new executive secre- 














burlesque plus films. | 
With business bad with burley, the | heated race on by several aspirants 
operators switched to vaude and | fF the position. 
called in Eddie Sherman to buy the | Prominently in the field are Vie 
shows. B.o. was poor, however, with |COmnors, executive secretary of the 
the blame laid to too sudden a tran- | 54% Francisco local; Kenneth How- 
sition from strippers to family en- | ard, holding similar position in Los 
tertainment. Another vaude try | 428eles, while some in the Cincin- 
may be made in about a month, /nati local’s membership have pro- 
| posed Bob Edwards, even if only 
P R Li Asse | ene and until the election is 
eld. 
at ooney Ists ts = appears doubtful that Howard 
e salaletroc, Will get any consideration for the 
Of $252; $8,1 12 Liabilities national post, He has been the focal 
eye |}point of many agreements against 
In Filing for Bankruptcy past regimes in AGVA, among them 
| that Howard was never an actor, 
Filing by Pat Rooney of a volun-| — a ee fag ‘ae 
tary petition in bankruptcy last | geposed Hoyt Haddock faction in the 
week (19), listing assets of $252 and | organization, though Howard was 
liabilities of $8,112, came as no sur- | engaged as on organizer for AGVA 
— bing — “* whom | during Jean Muir's tenure as execu- 
Ww n s cr ors, ooney, | tive secretary. 
currently at Billy Rose’s Diamond) Connors wa embroiled with the 
Horseshoe nitery ,New York, has not | national office some months ago, 
found the salary pickings very good | when he was accused of withholding 
for the past few years. When he) the 40%due the home office from the 
had it, he spent freely; too freely, local’s revenue. At that time it was 
many of his friends used to say. | charged that Connors had ambitions 
Though separated at the time,| to become national executive secre- 
Rooney’s friends claim the death of tary, with supposed backing from 
his wife, Marion Bent, last July 28,| Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
|was a hard financial blow. Miss| try of the Screen Actors Guild. It 
| Bent, w.k. on her own, died in the is perhaps significant that at a meet- 
NVA ward in French hospital, N.Y., | = de rey gi Age week in 
after a year’s illness with cancer. rr _ digg ‘ that Patan and Frisco 
It's stated that Rooney, who once | -°C2!S Won that unions support in 
; é |making demands that the Coast 
earned as high as $5,000 weekly, is | locals share in policies and selection 
| getting $140 a week now ats»,Rose’s of officers of AGVA. 
|nitery. His assets include $200 in| Prominently mentioned for the 
| clothing, a contract at the Diamond | exec sec post, especially in Four A’s 
| Horseshoe, and a dower interest in| circles, is Alan Corelli, who heads 
ard estate " Regen - I, orig-| the Theatre Authority. It has been 
nally owned by Miss Bent. | proposed that the Four A’s ‘draft’ 
Among some of the creditors are| Corelli to temporarily take the 
| Benjamin Kaufman, $560 for pro-/| office at AGVA, at the sametime 
| fessional services; loans by George | holding on to his TA post, for the 
| Sidney, $1,000; Jewish Theatrical| purpose of reorganizing the vaude- 


by fraternal organizations, | 


| Guild, $500; Alan Corelli, $175; Ben | 
| Bernie, $200; George M. Cohan, $200; | 


| Harry Richman, $100; Bert Gilbert, | 
| $160; Ole Olsen, $25; Bob Hope, $25; | 
Victor Moore, $100; Charles Gard- 
ner, $286; Al Dow, $1,000; Al Rogers, 
| $800; Walter B. Cooke, Inc., $170. 





‘St. of Paris’ Resumes 
| Vaude at Hipp, Buffalo 


| Buffalo, Feb. 25. 
After being curtained for over 
five years, Hipp (Par-State) will re- 
|light Friday (28) with vaudfilm, 
hitherto confined to the deluxe Buf- 
|falo. Opening state attraction will 
be ‘Streets of Paris.’ 
| The 20th Century is booking a suc- 
cession of 3-day, split-week stage at- | 
| tractions using shows or name bands 
| and pictures for the first half (week- | 
|ends) and duals for second half. | 
Policy started with Vincent Lopez 
(fortnight ago), underlines Singers 
| Midgets currently and Count Basie 
first half of the coming stanza. 


Brandts Book ‘Streets’ | 


| ‘Streets of Paris,’ Bill Miller’s pic- 
ture house version of the revue, has 


in New York. 


Opens March 27 at the Flatbush, | 


Brooklyn, and plays the Windsor, 
Bronx, the week following. 


Sam Scribner on Mend 
Sam Scribner, veteran showman 
who has been under treatment at the 





Lawrence hospital, Bronxville, N. Y., | 


is recovering and will probably be 
discharged this week. 

Illness was described as a dietary 
disorder. 





‘Ice Follies’ 90G, 6 Days 
Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

‘Ice Follies.” in five days at the 
Municipal Auditorium, got a slightly 
under-capacity start, but went 
standing room and turnaway busi- 
ness Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
(20-22). 

Gross, which topped the first Ice 
show of the season (Henie), was ap- 
' proximately, $90,000. 


| holding 


been booked for the Brandt houses | 


to | 


nitery union. Corelli, who once did 
resisto act, was standard in vaude 
for many years. 


PA. BILL WOULD END 
NITERIES’ BOOZE CHIZ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Niteries are looking askance at a 
bill introduced last week in the ; 
Legislature which would force bis- § 








| tros to mark the capacity on whiskey 


jiggers. The bill was submitted by 
Representative Earl Chudoff follow- 
ing an expose of ‘cheater’ glasses by 
the Philly Record. It was found that 
some spots sold liquor in glasses 
less than an ounce. The 
daily’s reporter found that the dives 
in the Tendertoin charged more for 
their liquor than the ritzy bars and 
class night clubs. 

If the bill is enacted, nitery 
operators who have been getting by 
with false-bottom glasses will be 
forced to confess their past chisel- 
ing, or else give an honest drink te 
their patrons. 





May, Denise Booked 
Into Havana Nitery 


Havana, Feb. 285. 

Bobby May, the juggler, and Diane 

Denise, songstress succeeding Karen 
Cooper, are additions to the new 
Chester Hale revue at the Casino 
| Nacional Pierce and _ Roland, 
| dancers, and the Male Girls (8) hold 
over, as do the LeBatard Bros. and 
Palau Bros. bands, local. 

Tourist influx is encouraging to 
business in general. The visiting 
| U. S. baseball clubs for spring traine 
_ing are also a hypo to biz in general. 


Chi Colony’s Shows 


Chicago, Feb. 25 

Colony Club, swank near northside 
spot, which has been operating with 
just two rhumba bands for the past 
few months, is revising its policy and 
going back to floor shows. 

Al Borde has the booking assign- 
iment. 
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NY’s ‘Carnival for Britain’ a Wow At 
B.0.; 6,200 Pay 406 for All-Star Show 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 

At 3:55 Saturday morning (22), as 
Gracie Fields backgrounded with | 
‘There Will Always Be An England,’ 
Queen Victoria, in the person of 
Helen Hayes, brought the curtain | 
down on the ‘Carnival for Britain,’ 
at Radio City’s Music Hall, with the | 
dramatic pledge out of ‘Victoria | 
Regina’ that England shall not die. | 
In her extraordinary makeup as | 
Britain’s renowned queen, and} 
flanked by the monster benefit’s en- 
tire cast and the color guard of the 
British Great War Veterans of Amer- 
fca, Miss Hayes was an electrifying 
climax for a star-studded show. She 
brought the theatre’s capacity audi- 
ence to its feet in a spontaneous 
burst of applause. 

A. distinguished, white-tie-and- 
tails audience, at a shigh as $35 a 
seat (for the side-stage tables), filled | 
the monster-sized theatre to over- | 
flowing, and nearly all of them re- 
mained glued to their seats until the 
early-morning blowoff. Up ahead 
they saw an array of talent, which 
no theatre could afford to pay in 
one show, slough ’em in enjoyably 
monotonous succession. 

This was truly a parade of stars, 
with talent so superb that even a 
vaudeville booker’s nightmare, of 
having three single women singers 
following one another, turned into a 
triumph, singly and collectively. 
First Miss Fields. who flew in from 
the Coast, wowed ’em with ‘The Last 
Time I Saw Paris,’ ‘The Biggest 

apidestra in the World,’ ‘Co-op 

hop’ and, after an ovation, a com- 
edy number dedicated to Mussolini 
titled ‘He’s Dead, but He Won’t Lie 
Down.’ Brock Pemberton, emceeing 
at the time, best summed up all pos- 
sible praise for Miss Fields when he 
said: 

‘How can we let down a coun- 
try which produces such great 
artistes as Miss Fields.’ 


Ethel Merman Boffs ’Em 


Shortly after Miss Fields, Ethel | 
Merman, in her ‘Panama Hattie’ set- | 
up, boffed with ‘I Get a Kick Out of 
You,’ ‘I Got Rhythm’ and ‘Let’s Be | 
Buddies.” Then Ethel Waters, with | 
what appeared to be the show’s top | 
reception after her singing of 
‘Stormy Weather’ and ‘Taking a 
Chance on Love’ from her show, 
‘Cabin in the Sky.’ Bill Robinson 
made it two colored clicks in suc- 
cession when he followed with two 
dance routines. 

There were a few slow spots, but 
on the whole the ‘Carnival’ was well 
worth the price of admission. Ger- 
trude Lawrence, though currently 
Broadway’s top star via ‘Lady in the 
Dark.’ was in the strange position of 
opening the show with a_ special 
shortwave hookup via WNEW to 
Charles B. Cochran, Vivien Leigh, | 
Laurence Olivier and Lord Mayor | 
George Wilkinson in London. The 
three show biz w.k.’s were repre- 
sented on the stage by a, chairs | 
lighted with the names 0 ‘Cockie, 
‘Vivien’ and ‘Larry,’ and their voices 
coming over the p.a. system was an 
{initial thrill. The effect lagged, how- 
ever, when the conversations ex- | 
tended into platitudes and great | 
thanks to Miss Lawrence rather than 
all of American show biz for its help 
to England. The Lord Mayors 
speech about England’s ‘carry 
through’ was a saving grace towards 
the finish. 

Another slow session was provided 
by ‘Information Please,’ which was 
spotted on the pit elevator, with F. P. 
Adams, John Kieran, Oscar Levant 
and Clifton Fadiman as the experts 
and Deems Taylor as 
Dan Golennaul, producer, was seated 
alongside Taylor, who made the an- 

nouncement that Golenpaul would 
contribute $50 towards British Relief 
for every question they missed. Then 
followed an almost endless string of 
quizzes, most of them simple, chosen 
by ‘Info Please’s’ editors, and at the 
windup Golenpaul was nicked for 
only $100 
Fred Allen Quips 

Fred Allen was m.c. at this point 
and gave the house its two biggest 
laughs when he said: 

‘This is the first time I’ve been 


' 

















on the stage of the Music Hall—| 


now I know how a termite feels 

in the Yale Bowl.’ He followed 

this with the crack that he had 
just learned the janitor of the 

M.H. is Superman. 

Irving Berlin’s new tune, ‘When 
That Man Is Dead and Gone,’ was 
given a terrific rendition by the 
colored St. Elmo Johnson Choir, 
with Edward Matthews as soloist. 
Later in the show this same group 
joined the Rutgers University Glee 


Club and the Lynn Murray Choir in | 


‘Ballad for Americans,’ with strong- 
voiced Ray Middleton soloing dra- 
matically. 

Maurice Evans, doing excerpts 
from ‘Richard II’ and ‘Henry V,’ and 
Vera Zorina, reciting ‘Fog,’ a song 
poem by John Latouche (‘Ballad for 
Americans’), with music by Vernon 
Duke, were strong solo clicks. Ditto 
Lanny Ross, seated at one of the 
tables; Anton Dolin, who strikingly 
danced Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ with great | 
musical accompaniment by Larry | 
Adler on the harmonica, and Danny | 


| pearances 


| Johnson brought their ‘Hellzapoppin’ 


originally 


inot afford 
| failure. 


interlocutor. | 


| kept open until 6:30 a.m. 


' 


Kaye, accompanied on the piano by 
his wife, Sylvia Fine 

The DeMarcos, lone ballroom team 
in the show, were one of its out- 
standing smashes with the Levitsky | 
Waltz and a routine to ‘Begin the 
Beguine.’ 

Moore and Gaxton 

Victor Moore and William Gaxton, 
singing new lyrics by George S. 
Kaufman to ‘Wintergreen for Presi- 
dent,’ aided by the ensembles from 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘Panama 


| Hattie,” plus the M.H.’s glee club and 
| the outside choirs in the show, were 
|other outstanding features. 
| Wood, 
| ance,’ 
singing stint, doing one of the num- 
bers from 
she starred in London for two years. | 


Peggy 
currently in ‘Old Acquain- 
was likewise socko in her 
‘Bitter Sweet,’ in which 
On the other hand, Joe Cook and 
Howard Lindsay had little to do, be- 
ing merely springboards for the ap- 
of Miss Merman, Miss 
Waters and Robinson. Olsen and 
ensemble over for the ‘Boomps-a- 
Daisy’ routine with the customers. 
The show had but two disappoint- | 


ments, Walter Huston, who went to! 


Canada, and Burns and Allen, first | 


announced by Brock Pemberton, a | 


surprisingly potent m.c., who then 
said they weren’t on hand. 


Other m.cs were W. G. Van’ 
Schmus, the M.H.’s managing di- 
rector, who made a brief opening 


speech about the cause, and Arthur 


Treacher and Boris Karloff, both of 
the latter also brief. 


Erno Rapee 
conducted the M.H.’s_ symphony, 
spotted on the rear stage platform, 
which played the show excellently. 
Other M.H. contributions were the! 
Rockettes, a near-finale smash, and 
the ballet, with which Maria Gri- | 
maldi and Nicholas Daks soloed. | 

Although George S, Kaufman was | 
scheduled to stage the 
benefit with Vinton Freedley, he had 
to forego because of the press of 
other work, and Freedley carried on 


alone. Latter did a masterful job on 
the whole. 


Sudden Boom in Ticket 





| 


The ‘Carnival for Britain’ 
from Friday (21) 
dawn Saturday (22) at the Music 
Hall, Radio City, could have been 
spotted in Madison Square, so great 
was the demand for tickets. 
price scale ranged from $10 to $1. 
One week before the event the Hall’s 
directors and the Theatre Wing of the 
British War Relief Society, which 





} 


| 


|the use of a Maxwell 
| poem, 
| Hitler. 


| have been said about him.’ 


| face is a disgrace to Europe.’ 


_ the society. Coleman said the poem 


| comedy, dani 


Sales; $12,000 Program > 


The | 


conducted the show, were in a panic | 


over the light ticket sale. As soon 
as the show was advertised, how- 
ever, there was a weekend rush for 


the boxoffice and orders were given | 
to cancel further paid ads, SRO be- | 


ing assured. 
All was not sweetness and light 


(the war), money for the broadcast 
could not be accepted. As a result 
the broadcast was tendered to 
WNEW and confined to the metro- 
politan area as a sustainer. 

Hitler a ‘Dog’ or ‘Ape’? 

Brock Pemberton, chairman of the 
committee on the programs and pub- 
licity, figured in a controversy over 
Anderson | 
‘Vulpine Physiog,” panning 

It was especially written 
for the program, but the British War | 
Relief heads ruled otherwise. Rhyme 
referred to Hitler as a dog and also 
likened him to an ape, one of the 
dailies printing it im full. 

Whén Anderson was contacted, he | 
is quoted saying, ‘I only called Hit- | 
ler a dog. Worse things than that | 
Pember- | 
ton had asked Anderson to write the 
verses as editor of the program and | 
burned when it was turned down. | 
He said ‘The British are fighting for | 
freedom, which includes the free- | 
dom of expression, and yet they cen- | 
sor the program book by turning | 
down this swell poem.’ Anderson | 
prefaced his verses with ‘That man’s 


———__ —__—_—_— — J 


| 


It was reported that the British 
Relief heads passed the buck to 
Peter Colfax, press man for the re- 
lief society, and Lloyd Ring Cole- 
man, of the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, which places advertising for | 


was a ‘little too hot to be published 
in a charity program booklet.’ Peo- | 
ple around the society’s offices 
opined that the words ‘dog’ and ‘ape’ | 
were ‘conservative’ 
Hitler. 

Pemberton received messages pro 
and con of the poem’s rejection, one 
telegram ending with ‘I resent the 
insult to the dog.’ 


descriptions of | 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Feb. 23. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (13) with Ben- 
nett Sisters (3) and Dick Lee, Gil 
Lamb (2), Hudson Wonders (2), Ray 
and Trent; ‘High Sierra’ (WB), 








This fs an entertaining, if unpre- 
tentious, show. It’s built around the | 
Clyde McCoy band, a first-rate swing | 
outfit returning here after a com-| 
paratively short absence, and it has 
the ‘Sugar Blues’ aggregation con- | 


| tributing the major portion of the} 


stage layout. While music predomi- 
nates, there’s also a smattering of 
ng, singing and acro- 
atics to provide variety. 

Show plays smoothly enough and 


I held | moves moderately fast and while not | 
midnight until | of sensational proportions, 


proves 
satisfying for most of the custmers. | 
In addition to conducting and furnish- | 
ing some of the standout features | 
with his sock trumpet tooting, Mc- | 
Coy also shares the emcee chore with | 
Gil Lamb, lanky Minneapolitan fresh | 
from Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On Your Hats,’ | 
and the pair handle the show neatly | 
while the band plays it without an! 
apparent flaw. 

The McCoy outfit gives out a lot of | 
swing that’s not only sufficiently tor- 
rid, but pleasant to hear as well. 


A! 
mandolin, bass fiddle and 


piano 


| temper the brasses and there's little 


among the members of the several | 
committees, which included a num- | 


ber of socialites. One of the latter 
sent word to the Rockefeller aides 
who conduct the Hall that she could 
to be identified with a 
She is said to have sent out 
1,000 letters requesting ticket pur- 
chases. When the surge of patron- 
age calmed down, the Theatre Wing 
group wondered how requests from 
well knowns could be filled. Quite 
a number did not obtain tickets. 
How the tickets were suddenly 
snapped up was explained by mass 
|orders, one from the British Relief 
Fund being for 2,500 cut of a total 
| of 6,200. Other big orders were ac- 
| cepted, with the result that no tick- 
| ets were available even for the press, 


;}committee in charge saying it was | 


}sO much concerned when the sale 
|lagged that no thought was given 
ithat angle 

| Total takings went to over $40,000 
|Of that sum, about $26,200 came 
from tickets, while there was $12,000 
in ads in the program. Latter was 
|to have been given away gratis, but 
it was decided that patrons could 
pay whatever they wished, such coin 
| being counted as donations which 
upped the total take. The Music Hall 
was donated in entirety, as was the 
case three years ago, when a benefit 


Was Similarly held there after mid- | 
night for American flood sufferers. | 


| There were any number of social af- 
'fairs before and after the show, 
| while the restaurants in Radio City 
Timing 
| was about perfect, since it ushered 
'in Washington’s Birthday, so that 
few except the professionals par- 
ticipating were required to attend to 
business. 

There was an unexpected mixup 
|over a ‘proposal to broadcast the 
| proceedings via the NBC network. 
Leading oil concern is said to have 
offered $20,000 for the sponsorship. 
Radio heads countered by saving 
that if the program was made corn- 
mercial there would be a charge for 
the time. That was okay with the 
Theatre Wing and the radio end was 
so informed. Latter, however, came 
back with the idea that, as the car- 
nival could be regarded as con- 
nected with a controversial subject 


blasting. The McCoy trumpeting al- | 
ways is good for a big hand. 

With ‘Tear It Down’ for a starter, 
band loses no time in getting hot. 
Chet Lang, one of the musicians, has 
a chance to grab the spotlight 
briefly with his sax while McCoy’s 
trumpeting is conspicuously present, 
too. 

Then Lamb takes over. He’s an| 
amusing fellow who works through- | 
out the show, furnishing at various 
intervals hunks of tomfoolery, gags, | 
eccentric dancing and harmonica’! 
blowing. Upon this occasion he in- | 
troduces the Hudson Wonders, two} 
gals who perform a succession of | 
applause-compelling acrobatic stunts. | 

The three personable Bennett Sis- 
ters, from the band, croon ‘Ma, He’s 
Making Eyes at Me’ harmoniously 
and then go into a swing dance to 
| the accompaniment of ‘Rhumboogie,’ | 
McCoy whams ’em with his rendi- | 
tion of ‘Basin Street Blues’ on the 
trumpet and produces plenty of 
startling musical effects with the in- 
strument. 

‘Beat Me Daddy’ is another band 
concession to the jitterbugs and is 
followed by Lamb’s funny impres- 
sions of a jive hound’s deportment in 
a theatre during a band jam session. 

Ray and Trent, two men embellish 
their tap dancing, acrobatics and 
hand-to-hand balancing with plenty 
of clowning. 

Band comes through with a cork- 
ing ‘Frenesi’ arrangement, McCoy | 
again taking a welcome whirl at the 
trumpet. The Bennett Sisters are on | 
again, this time doing a precision mili- | 
tary tap number. Then Dick Lee, | 
the band’s vocalist, warbles several | 


| ‘Hit Parade’ numbers, including I'll 


Never Love Again’ and ‘I Give You 
My Word.’ His baritone found a re- 
ceptive audience. 

In a rib-tickling harmonica inter- 
lude, Lamb has his stooge, Tommy | 
Sanford, blowing some hot tunes.'! 
Lamb himself tosses out some come- 
dy patter and then stops the show 
with his own unusual performance 
on a number of variously sized 
mouth’ organs. McCoy’s ‘Sugar | 
Blues’ on the trumpet is a sure-fire 
enthusiasm provoker for windup. 

A well-filled lower floor for the 
first performance Friday 


opening 
(21). Rees, 


| hit 


| quite rounded up an act yet. 


| ofa 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Arnaut Bros., June Forrest, Robert 
Shanley, Marie Grimaldi, Nicholas 
Daks, Rockettes, Glee Club, Corps de 
Ballet, Symphony Orch under direc- 
tion of Erno Rapee; ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO), reviewed in Variety, 
Jan, 22. 


Rather than having its usual 
streamlining, though it has that in 
some respects, this week's stage 
table d’hote is a short repeat. It 
runs but 25 minutes, while the 
orchestral overfure consumes eight. 
Erno Rapee’s large symph outfit 
plays ‘Valse Caprice,’ written by 
Richard Mohaupt, a young Euro- 
pean composer. It’s getting its first 
performance here. he work em- 
bodies fragmentary themes of out- 
standing waltzes and is generally 








Viennese in character. Some inter- 
esting passages figure. 
Leon Leonidoff, the  theatre’s 


senior producer, Calls his little stage 
unit ‘Sweethearts. It’s in four 
scenes, all agreeably entertaining 
albeit without any particular sock. 
The first is billed as ‘What is This 
Thing Called Love?’ and embraces 
tunes by Cole Porter and 
Rodgers-Hart, with the arrangement 
credited to Anthony R. Morelli. Glee 
club, in afternoon dress, gives the 
sequence its opening, While for a 
vocal interlude Robert Shanley and 


| June Forrest serve as a romantic 


double, later winding up things with 
the gleeclubbers. The voices of the 


; Shanley-Forrest twain are pleasing. 


Nicholas Daks and Marie Grimaldi 


“front a graceful but not especially 


ingenious routine for the ballet- 
bunch. Theme is colonial and the 
large manse ballroom setting, nicely 
designed, matches. Costumes pro- 
vide old-fashioned warmth as well as 


color. 


The Arnauts do their old lovebird 
turn and relinquish the stage to the 
Rockettes for a flag-waving finale. 
Following a brief intro by Miss For- 
rest, a setpiece, through the aid of 
intricate mechanics, evolves into the 
entrance to the nation’s capitol. 
Girls emerge from it, coming down 
the steps for some terps. They do a 
routinish type of tap number, 
dressed in the colors-stripes of the 
flag. Bruno Maine didn’t get such 
a good reproduction of the cap at 
Washington. 

Business fairly good 
caught Friday (21). 


at show 


Char. 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Billie Holiday, Slim and Slam, 
Flournoy Miller, Nina Mae McKin- 





| ney, Avon Long, Winnie Johnson, 


Johnny Vigal, Louis Douglas, Toni 
Ellis, Choir (10), Chorus (12 girls, 
six boys), Showgirls (6); ‘Dark 
Streets of Cairo’ (U). 


This is nothing but a hodge-podge, 


one of the slowest and stutteringest | 


shows the Apollo has offered in 
weeks. It’s a combination of the 
left-overs of a revue the house 


| played two weeks ago and a couple | 


of names added to bolster it. Lat- 
ter are Billie Holiday and Slim and 
Slam. 

Revue, ‘Tan Manhattan,’ produced 
by Irvin C. Miller with tunes by 
Eubie Blake and Andy _ Razaf, 


| opened in Washington about a month 


ago as a two and one-half-hour show. 
Apollo management saw it and liked 
it, selecting its best stuff for the 
original 90-minute Harlem edition. 
It clicked so well—and the band 
policy which the Apollo resumed last 
week did so badly—it was decided 
to play the hour of ‘Tan Manhattan’ 
which was eliminated two weeks ago. 
Result, as might be expected, is the 
dregs. Billie Holiday is a welcome 
addition, while Slim and Slam score 
only mildly. 

Comedy, as in the original portion, 
is weak. It’s handled by Flournoy 
Miller in blackface, Johnny Vigal as 
the straight but the biggest laugh- 
grabber, and Louis Douglas. Danc- 
ing, generally the strong point of 
chrome shows, is likewise mediocre. 
Specialties are handled by Avon 
Long and the attractive Winnie 
Johnson (Stepin Fetchit’s wife) and 
by a line of 12 girls and six boys. 
Routines are uninspired in both 
planning and execution. 

Nina Mae McKinney, who appar- 
ently would rather have been a 
Sarah Bernhardt than a_ warbler, 
does a cornily over-acted version of 


‘Nickel for a Dime,’ written for the | 


show and a so-so tune at best. Toni 
Ellis _vocalizes briefly ‘Waking Up 
the Folks Below,’ also no great 
shakes. And three gals from the 
mixed choir of 10 who do a sister 
trio must be kidding. That’s the 
Only explanation. 

Miss Holiday smashes over power- 
fully with her slow-measured and 
melancholic throating. Slim and 
Slam, back together for their first 
date after a separation, have not 
Boys, 
as before, work on guitar and bull 
fiddle, one of them doubling on the 
xylophone and at terping. It’s not 
bad, but too slow, particularly so 
when in an exhibition of bass tech- 
nique the instrument is made to per- 
form like a fiddle. That phase is in- 
teresting but overdone. 

Eubie Blake himself conducts in 
the pit. Seemed to be missing cues 
when caught (late show Friday) and 
creating a bit of a lag as well as lack 
surance in the cast. Herb, 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y._ 





Ella Fitzgerald Orch (14) under 
direction of Babe Wallace with 
Teddy McRae; Peg-Leg Bates, Chuck 
and Chuckles, Bob Howard; ‘You're 
oly (Par), reviewed in Variety, 

eb, 5. 


a 


All-colored aggregation on the 
Paramount stage this week, headed 
by Ella Fitzgerald, is slick and 
showmanly. As topper Miss Fitz- 
gerald whams across varied lineup 
of smooth and swingy lyrics to re- 
turns that leave little doubt about 
the audience vote. ‘Five o’Clock 
Whistle’ and ‘Whatcha Know, Joe’ 
are possibly the most appealing as 
novelty tunes, with ‘A-Tisket-A- 
Tasket’ wisely tying in with Miss 
Fitzgerald’s record and radio popu- 
larity for a clincher. 

Babe Wallace in front of the band 
also doing vocals, turns in a swel 
job of batoning the former Chick 
Webb orch, which functions expertly. 
Musicians’ playing of ‘Chicken Ain't 
Nuthin’ But a Bird,’ with Wallace 
vocals, stand out following their 
‘Rhythm Man’ and ‘Santa Fe Trail’ 
(ballad), both of latter also being 
warbled by Wallace. Band reaches 
peak tempo in ‘Kansas City Mood’ 
when Teddy McRae at the sax anda 
guitar solo are featured. 


Peg-Leg Bates opens strongly with 
some clever tapology and draws re- 
turns which prompt crack: ‘Encour- 
age me and I'll break the other leg” 
Comedy patter is light but one-leg- 
ger's acrobatic number and intricate 
maneuvering on stump is nothing 
short of amazing. 

Bob Howard turns in a sock per- 
formance singing ‘Melancholy Baby’ 
with comedy interpolations, fol- 
lowed with cute novelty imitation of 
mechanical player piano. ‘Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Jones’ highlights the 
Howard act, which closes with take- 
off on an amateur singing ‘I'm No- 
body’s Baby.’ Laugh returns heavy 
throughout. 

Chuck and Chuckles precede Miss 
Fitzgerald with standard comedy 
and hoofing. 

Biz at dinner show Wednesday 
(19) nearly capacity in orch. Mori. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 





Boston, Feb. 20. 
Ben Bernie Orch (14) with Bailey 
Sisters (2), Donald Saxon, Johnny 
Ryan and Dale Winthrop, Cass 
Daley; ‘Six Lessons From Madame 
LaZonga (U). 





It’s mostly the Ole Maestro up to 
|his old tricks this week, with the 
expert assistance of the Bailey Sis- 
ters in his own unit and the show- 
stealing Cass Daley. Bernie is draw- 
ing good trade here, the house run- 
ning a single film and four stage 
shows daily at slightly tilted prices, 

The ole cigar smoker got a flat- 
tering patter of recognition when he 
first showed in the spot, but soon 
displayed a penchant for hogging the 
| wattage as the band show developed. 
| Particularly noticeable when some 
|of his soloists were performing in 
|their own spots. Audience reaction 
ito this technique was. clearly 
| clinched when he suggested that he 
| might step off stage while the Bailey 
| Sisters vocaled, after he participated 
/in a thing called ‘Li’l Abner.’ En- 
| thusiastic applause greeted this idea, 
|and Bernie retired for one of their 





;numbers. These girls are one of 
|the band’s best assets, and they 
|register solidly with ‘Man Who 


|Comes to Our House’ and ‘Boogie 
| Woogie to You. The _ orchestra, 
| provided with slick arrangements, 
| givés them excellent backing. 

| Bernie pulls some smooth, casual 
|quips during his announcing, and 
it’s regrettable that he does not go 
in more for this type of stuff, rather 
| than the corny shagging he does to 
| front the band numbers. In his own 
|turn of fiddling, Bernie gets over 
| okay in a briet bit of hokum and 
|then in a more serious effort on 
‘Meditation,’ from ‘Thais.’ He plugs 
a certain local eatery so many times 
during the show that it’s anybody’s 
| guess as to whether he’s chowing 
on the cuff there or owns a piece of 
| the place. 

Miss Daley is socko in her dizzy 
singing session, tearing the pants 
off ‘Ole Man Mose’ and whamming 
‘em with a rugged, double entendre 
medley based on song titles. She 
| gives it-to ’em hot and fast and they 
made her beg off. Easily the stand- 
out turn of the layout. 

Dale Winthrop, tapper, was well- 
| received for her two sessions of re- 
| freshing, clean-cut dancing; and she 

also is greatly aided by some smart 
arranging that makes the most of a 
stop-time technique. Two male 
‘singers with Bernie are Donald 
Saxon in ‘Hear a Rhapsody’ and 
|*Ole Man River’ and Johnny Ryan 
|in Irish stuff and ‘Never Smile 
| Again.’ Incidentally, Ryan gets ace 
|piano accompaniment from Nick 
| Brodeur, whose work sparkles when 
| it’s allowed to peek through the or- 
| chestrations. 

‘Dear Old Southland’ is a heated 
|opener for the band and it does all 
| right with ‘Johnson Rag’ at the half- 
| way mark. Closer is a satisfactory 
|mediey impersonating other bands. 
|The show is  well-routined and 
| Bernie’s unit runs through at a moTe 
showmanly pace than the averafe 
| stage orchestra. Fox 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


mond Scott Orch (14), featur- 
ing "Clyde Burke, Gloria Hart, 
Jimmy Byrnes, Stanley Webb, Art 
Ryerson: DeVal, Merle & Lee, Paul 
Remos & Toy Bows (2); ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB), revieed in VARIETY, 


Feb. 1 9, 








Raymond Scottt's 


(Orchestra Reviews) and James 





there weren't any dull moments. 
Band works in front of a eye-arrest- 
ing backdrop depicting the New York 
skyline. Lighting effects particularly 
rate kudos, setting off the bandstand 
and musicians in a fetching manner. 

Lynn, Lee and Lou are a trio of 
cuties who know the song-selling 
angles. They’re at their best in a 


swing version of Gilbert and Sulli- | 


van’s ‘Three Little Maids.’ Three 


enlarged band | bandsmen follow this with a bur- 


lesque of the same that brings plenty 
of guffaws. Rating special plaudits is 


Cagney on the screen are seemingly | George Tapps, who has an easy hoof- 


an excellent parlay for boxoffice, 
judging by the pace at the wickets 
from the barrier. The Washington’s 
Birthday weekend further hypos biz 
for a fancy 
Besides, Cagney 
for the Broadway Strand. 

Scott is the prime draw but the 
supporting layout pars the quality 


' 
| 


take on the first stanza. funny 
is a natural always | Joo “Mc 


ing style. 

Joe and Jane McKenna are a con- 
trast to the smoothness of the rest 
of the bill. The pair are knockdown 
and drag-out hoofers, and very 
Exceptionally rib-tickling is 
Kenna’s drunk act and a 
comic adagio dance by the team. 


With the exception of Kitty Car- 
lisle, the show is almost intact from 


he stellar band, There’s a) 5 al ict ft 

we dicious admixture of variety, nov-| rad gy ay = eg Easy Ming 
elty and comedy that makes for a the Stran _t ew ork. 1 ~ Car- 
‘hing blend of values. | lisle appears in an oomphish, low-cut 
te eeVal Merle and Lee, one of Ccvenins dress and scores with ‘Ferry- 
those Hartmanesque adagio combos, | Poat | aa punininthn m and 
have smoothed out their kinks in the) *here ways e an England. 


ast couple of months and shape up 
or good sight values, either in 
-audfilm or for cafes. They're a 


| Latter got a big hand from the pro- 
| British audience. 


| 
| 


Finale is socko with a medley of 


| months. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Joe E. Howard, Three Swifts, 
Capella and Beatrice, Stars of Yes- 
terday (Edith Helena, Harry Klein, 
Marshall Rogers, James Quinn and 
Dave Wallace), 


Boys, Paul Ash House Orch; ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ (20) reviewed in this 
issue, 


Stage show at the Roxy this week 
is one of the least entertaining which 
the big theatre has put on in many 

Has the appearance of be- 
ing slapped together in a hurry with 
a minimum of thought and cast 
given to dressing up the background 
for the acts. 

Topping the bill is Joe E. Howard 
and the familiar repertory of his 
own songs, which he has been fea- 
turing on the ‘Gay Nineties’ radio 
program. In line with the nostalgic 


, ballads he introduces ‘Stars of Yes- 
| terday,” who do a series of special- 


| ties, 


shade different from the run-of-the- | Noble-composed tunes, with maestro | 
mine hokum ballroomatics and fill a| at the piano. 


leasant interlude with the tangled 
en wrong coats, etc. 

Paul Remos and his two shapely 
midgets. whose neat billing of Toy 
Boys fits them well, make their 
routine palatable throughout. Dis- 
covered in two handbags, the mites 
stepping and music-risley-routine, 
plus the acrobatics with Remos as 
understander, dovetail into a fetch- 
ing blend for seven minutes or so. 
The finale conga is new and OK. 

Otherwise the burden of the bili 
is all Scott’s with his versatile vocal 


and instrumental aides, as further 
detailed elsewhere in this a a 
el. 


delivers handily. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, Feb. 22. 
Nick Lucas, Lya Lys, Four Co-Eds, 
Frank Paris, Lorraine and Rognan, 
Lew Parker and Co.; ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO). 


Nick Lucas heads a bill that strikes 
only a fair average. Returning here 
after several years’ absence, Lucas 
and his guitar have no trouble wow- 
ing the customers with a string of 


time-tried tunes. including ‘You're 
the One.’ ‘We Three,’ ‘Painting the 


Clouds with Sunshine,’ ‘Music, Maes- 
tro.’ ending with ‘That Great Ameri- 
can Home’ for a patriotic finale. 

Next to Lucas. great applause get- 
ter was Frank Paris and his excel- 
lent puppets, including a Spanish 
dancer, an ostrich, a Sonja Henie 
skater, a jiver and a skeleton, all of 
which are manipulated in full view 
of the audience. Paris works them 
to best effects. 

Lya Lys. headlined with Lucas, has 
little to offer. First, there’s some 
rather inconsequential chinning be- 
tween the film plaver and Lew Par- 
ker, who emcees for the show, and 
then one song, ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris, done in rather haphazard 
fashion. 

Parker has a bright and 
line for his introductions, leaving 
comparatively for him to do 
when his own act comes along. How- 
ever, a skit illustrating how various 
persons eat and a draft lyric, ‘I'd 
Rather Have a Rifle on My Shoulder 
Than a Wife Around My Neck,’ go 
Over well. 

The bill opens with the Four Co- 
Eds, tappers. who do a stairs num- 
ber, turn cartwheels and do splits. 
Just average. 

Lorraine and Rognan, she with the 
live canine neckpiece and a whiz at 
grotesque body contortions, and he 


snappy 


an excellent softshoe tapper,. still 
have plenty of socko audience ap- 
peal in spite of their having ap- 
peared here repeatedly. Kany. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 21. 
Ray Noble Orch (15) with Larry 
Stewart, Lynn, Lee and Lou, George 
Tapps, Joe and Jane McKenna, Kitty 
Carlisle; ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 


It’s Ray Noble’s initial appearance 
in Philly this week and from early 
indications it looks like a winner. 

The band is different from the run- 
of-the-mine swing outfits, exuding 
Plenty of polish and class in. its 
Diaying and deportment on stage. At 
first glance it looks like the Rainbow 
Room touch would be too much for 
the regular vaude customers and jive 
addicts, but Noble’s crew knows just 


when to let down the bars and get | 


down to fundamentals. 

Larry Stewart, baritone vocalist, is 
a localite who developed quite a fol- 
lowing when he worked on radio sta- 
tions around town, and he got quite a 
hometown rece; tion during his stint 
with the band. His baritoning of 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ ‘Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square’ and ‘Be- 
guine’ garnered plenty of applause. 

Show ran 75 n.inutes when caug! 
Friday night (21), nearly longer 


thay, 4 . | 
an the usual Earle offering, bu 


‘ 


20 


| viewed. 


filled at show re- 


Shal. 


House almost 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 21. 
Cab Calloway Orch (16), Avis An- 
drews, Cook end Brown, Six Cot- 
ton Club Bows, Anise and Aland, 
Cozy Cole, Chu Berry, Max Adkins 
House Band (16); ‘High Sierra’ 
(WB). 


WB deluxer hasn't gone in for 
colored shows for a couple of years, 


/and management couldn't have 
| picked a better one to get them 
istarted again. Cab Calloway’s 


snappy unit is typically Cotton Club, 


and a typical Cotton Club revue is a! 


bargain in any film house. For a 


| change, too, the Stanley has given 
| some good vaude a boxoffice picture 


(‘High Sierra’) to boot and the turn- 
stiles testify quickly to the sound- 
ness of such a policy. Easily the 
biggest opening house has had since 
Mickey Rooney’s in person date last 
September, with the downstairs and 


balcony full up at getaway and a 
isizeable line waiting to break 
through. 

Calloway himself still packs a 


wallop with his imitation of a whirl- 
ing dervish, has a band that sells his 
hi-de-ho stuff to a fare-thee-well 


and grows in stature as a showman | 
with the passing years. He’s defi- 
nitely a singular personality and 


could probably take a gang of sec- 
ond-rate street musicians and sell 
’em long. So happens, however, that 
he has one of the sweetest gang of 
tooters and thumpers in the business 
and they make with the jungular 
jazz like a pack of wolves. Setup is 
six brass. five reeds, drums, guitar, 
piano and bass, and the music booms 
through the house and comes out in 
the toes and the hips. First per- 
formance mob had the upstairs rock- 
ing with their physical enthusiasm. 
Band gets y fast. after few 
bars of inevitable ‘Minnie the 
Moccher.,’ with a Calloway standby. 
‘St. James Infirmary Blues,’ hi-de- 
hoed vocally by the Cab, and makes 


away 


way for good-looking mixed team 
of Anise and Aland, who pack a 
hoofing wallop. Kids do verything 


and do it well. and wrap up the im- 
pression of a skyrocket in their few 
minutes. Their to the 
Barrel Polka’ is a honey, but no 
more so particularly than the rest of 
their stuff. 


finish 


a 
Orch follows with siz- 
zling arrangement of ‘Some of These 
Davs’ and 6 Cotton Club Boys, 
dressed nattily in military uniforms, 
give out with some hot ensemble and 





challenge tapning for another high 
spot. Preceding Avis Andrews, Cal- 
loway heats up the house with 
‘Jumpin Jive.’ with WS gal 
conking ‘Yours Is My art Alone 
and ‘Night and Day’ on the 
button. She's a_high-cli canary 
but doesn’t fit the Galloway pattern, 
watch was best reflected by the rest- 
liessness of the crowd during he! 
| specialty. Calloway can't get them 


at a fever pitch the way he does and 
then svring somebody like Miss An- 


drews on them. It’s strictiy mis- 
mating. 
Jive outfit of five pieces steps 


down from stand and picks things up 
again with ‘Runnin’ Wild’ and Cozy 
Cole on the drums continues the tor- 
rid pace with his pyrotechnics in 
‘Paradiddle. Next-to-closing spot 1s 
reserved for Cook and Brown, and 
they're the for the job with 
their comedy legmania. It’s an act 
grooved to the Calloway style and a 
counie of lads who can hold their 
own in the fastest company. An A-l 
bet for some good musical producer. 
For a finish .the entire cast is back 
again, garbed in Cuban ruffles, for a 


boys 


snappy conga that pushes the tem- 
perature nto the hicher brackets. 
A ecorking curtain that writes a re- 
luctant finis, as far as the cash cus- 
tome! e conc ed any wat — 
a cr t ohen. 


‘Beer | 


Group includes Edith Helena, 
coloratura; Harry Klein and James 
Quinn, who tap separately; Marshall 
Rogers, drinking tumbler virtuoso: 
and Davis Wallace, banjo. 

Given a more intimate setting than 
the broad reaches of the Roxy stage 
Capella and Beatrice, from the Rain- 
bow Room, would merit 
thusiastic audience response 
their distinctive ballroom routines 
arouse. Thev are splendid 
formers, offering some dizzy twirl- 
ing. The Three Swifts get chuckles 
with their standard Indian clubs 
nonsense. On the pictorial side the 
Gae Foster girls are very attrctive as 
oldfashioned girls. he finale is a 
bicyveling ensemble of moderate in- 
terest. 

House orchestra was a bit ragged 
on the cues at the second show open- 
ing day (20). Flin. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 22. 
Gene Sheldon with Loretta Fisher, 
Six Honeys, Dennis Sisters (3), Wes- 
son Bros, (2), Lynn, Royce and 
Vanya, Phil Lampkin House Orch 
(12); ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). 


than 


Standard stuff here this week. 
Smooth-playing layout knits together 
rather well. making for a fast-mov- 
ing if rather brief doings. 

Six Honeys open with some tap- 
pery followed by good tumbling and 
a novel twist of the three femme 
members’~ shoulder - catching’ the 
males for good flash and strong get- 
away. 

Dennis Sisters. trio of nice-looking 
vocalists, hold down the deuce with 
‘Ferryboat Serenade, ‘Maybe’ and 
‘Argentine Way.’ Keep matters on 
move and set a spot for the Wesson 
Bros., who follow. Two lads essay 
series of impressions with one doing 
the talking which is synchronized to 


more en- | 


per- | 


WFBM ‘Talent Parade.’ Does a 
quickie of ‘There'll Be Some Changes 


| Made.’ Has a neat dress, but her exit | 


Gue Foster Girls, | 


needs timing as she strolls off as if 
going into the kitchen for a loaf of 
bread. 

Lester Oman handles puppets. 
Works down on apron, with spotlight 
only on dolls. Has a Negro dancer, 
skeleton, old lady and a re-creation 
of himself operating a puppet. For 
a close, femme vocalist sings ‘Grand- 
pa Learned to Swing’ in stage 
shadows, while Oman __ operates 
grandpa puppet. Good deuce act. 

Hickey Bros. and Alice could have 
their act sound-filmed and_ stored 
away for posterity as the perfect ex- 
ample of a vaude turn. One of the 
brothers wears the old coonskin coat 
and straw hat with widened mouth 
corners and red nose, Other brother 
is sartorially resplendent in white 
suit and brown powder. They tell 
jokes, then are interrupted by the 
girl who sings. Use prop gags on 
stage such as two dummies, one of 
them alive; descent into imaginary 
basement for beers, slap on head 
with trav. and wet towel for vocal 
efforts. Finish with unison dance by 
the boys while the girl sings. It's 
educational for the youngsters in 
case they're interested in theatrical 
history. 

Bill runs 56 minutes with biz fair 
at third show opening day Friday 
(21). Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 


. Washington, Feb. 22. 
Naitto Troupe, Hoo Shee, Borrah 





Minevitch Harmonica Rascals, 16 
Gae Foster’ Girls; ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB). 


Minevitch’s harmonica gang gets 
the top billing in this one, but Hoo 
Shee provides the novel touch for 
the publicity and the show is worked 
up with a Chinese motif throughout. | 
Total is smooth, varied and sends 
7em away not exactly bowled over ' 
but well satisfied about vaudeville 
as a continuing institution. | 

Eileen Ritter, the line’s solo vocal- 
ist, works into the overture, finishing | 
with ‘Chinatown,’ sung _ before 
traveler a la guide steering flock of 
tourists. Ten linegals work out on 
second chorus, wearing assorted 
sport dresses, for sight-seeing stuff. 


Curtains part, gals fall to stations 
and four more girls in showgirl 
;mandarin garb’ introduce’ WNaitto 


Troupe, working on tightwire, strung | 
across stage in front of Chinatown 
set. pit band in side alcove. 

Women do all the _ performing, 
working in brief acrobatic costumes, 
although a man is in evidence as sort 
of prop boy. Highlights of act in- | 


| clude two gals in head-to-head walk- 


the mugging and gestures of the, 
other. Bergen-McCarthy bit is okay 


for plenty of laughs and encore of 
F.D.R. and the First Lady, in some 


inane talk and a spot of jitterbug | 


hoofery is quite funny, if question- 
able as to taste. Drew rousing re- 
sponse when caught and a series of 
well-earned bends 

Gene Sheldon follows with dead- 
pan comedy and banjo stuff. Funny 
panto and smartly worked-in socko 
instrumental session highlight the 
layout all around. He has okay as- 
sistance from Loretta Fisher, who 
helps build the laughs. Sheldon has 
been here several times before, but 
stubholders went for him in big way, 
regardless. 


| solidly. 


| silk kimono for medley, swung but | 


Comedyladen setup takes on addi- | 


tional laughs with closing stint of 
Lynn, Royce and Vanya, two men 
and a girl, in burlesque ballroom 
stuff 


Biz okay. Burm. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 21. 

John Kirby Orch, Maxine Sullivan, 
Hickey Bros. and Alice, Lester 
Oman. Six Tiptop Girls, Eva Fields; 
‘Road Show (UA). 

John Kiri end his five musical 
i tani move j le ( imbDia 
net ork t the age of the Lyric 
theatre th VCeFK ( 1iOW e nat es 
that jive ability doesn’t depend upon 
the "por lation of the bandstand. 
Kirby fingers the bass with the rest 
of the combo adding up to plano, 
drums, ¢ € saxophone and 
trumpet 

Thev’re plenty solid on a swing 
tune to 0 en, ther ito ‘Dawn On the 
Desert.” featuring some educated 
reed work by the clarinetist: ‘Re- 


T oalkdawn’ 
hearsing for a Nervous Breakdown 





gives the airummer a spot on tne 
kins. Maxine Sullivan adds a sock 
with her personalized singing of 
‘Who Is Sylvia.‘ ‘Mollie Malone,’ ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ and ‘Lock Lomond.’ All 
band needs is dressing and lighting. 
‘ tuxedos, they stand before 

drop for their stint, 

worl hrees which handicap 
i n standpoint of settings 
Turn is presented as closing act of 

bill. 
Tiptop Girls open with military 
acro dance, then go into pyramidins 
cartwhee and usual muscle work 
Six fer es stick mostly to #ym- 
asium accomplishments yithout 
nv eath-taking tricks in their 
it e 

r e « © ont ¢ f 


| wows ’em as usual. 


ing up steps. walking across wire 
with gal standing on another’s shoul- | 
ders, solo forward somersault, solo 
backward somersault, and splits on 
wire. Women spend a lot of time 
getting set for stunts. more than is 
justified as showmanship, and seem 
none too certain about themselves; 
but when they make it, they register 


with parasols do 
of Hoo Shee 
in long blue 


Four linegals 
trick quartet intro 
Chinese gal slips out 


decorated with Chinese twang. Doff- 
ing kimono she carries on in white 
crepe evening gown via a_ hot 
rhumba medley in English and fin- 
ishes with ‘I Am an American,’ also 
done hot. Gal is good enough to get 
by both visually and vocally and the 
Oriental twist makes her surefire. 


Line hoofs on for fast formation | 
taps biz to ‘China Boy,’ Hoo Shee 
dancing back and disappearing. Gal: 


are interrupted by offstage shooting 
shouting and flash of Chinese che 
chasing kid with meatcleaver. Line 
flees and Harconica Rascals dash out 
as Chinatown ragamuffins. Act, fea- 
turing the stumpy little guy with 
sock  don’t-pick-on-me _ horseplay, 
Big number, in- 
tricate arrangement of ‘Pique Dame,’ 
is done fairly straight and gets top 


hand. Show finishes with all hands 
on deck, Hoo Shee doing a reprise of 
‘Chinatown’ and making the thank- 
aha ne ech 

Biz good at show caught. Craig. 

EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

War and its many ramifications 
take precedence again in the news 
ated thic weel Effect of the bel- 
ligerent atmosphere extends even to 
woman’s fashions, with a Fox Iinter- 
lude of print dress styles which carry 
insignias of various branches of 
service. 

There are no less than 27 out of 


5Q-odd clips which turn attention to 
the war in one form or another, from 
of U. S. bombers being pre- 
for delivery to England to 
scenes from France. 
Embassy is also showing 
Reynolds’ powerful ‘Xmas 


shots 

pared 
yoipnant 

The 


ni} 


Under Fire.’ which debuted recently 
at the nearby Strand. and what 
eems to be a refurbished travelog 
¢f Greece, to which has been added 
takes of the Grecian army on parade 
before the war. It’s titled ‘Heroic 
Greece” Reynolds’ document and 
his aecampanving commentary 3s 
heavily loaded in pro-British sympa- 
thy and it had andible effect on the 

idience at this showing. 

Remainder of the bill 1 oh 
he e weekly colle 


| 


| going 
| lingo in interpreting the Argentine’s 


| mated, and they liked her. 


, And they do the best they can. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Lou Holtz, Wendy Barrie, Arline 
Judae, Lola Lane, Ruth Day. Diane 
De Rio; Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G). 


-) 


Originating in Hollywood, this 
femme show with Lou Hoitz mc ing 
is Only a fair unit. Although it has 
severa] picture names, it is more 
likely that the film is the real draw, 
even though ‘Philadelph 
cently completed showing at the 
nearby Music Hall for six weeks. 
Jsually the edge is off when a pice 
ture slotted into State after 
a close-by run. Last stage show on 
the first y (Thursday) started at 
10:25 and ran 50 minutes. hay ing been 
cut because of the film’s length 
House was packed. 

Holtz is somewhat subdued. being 
surrounded with lookers. After say- 
ing that because It costs a lot of coin 
to go to the Coast, he brought a bit 
of Hollywood to the 
comic gets tangled up. then woos 
mild laughter with jive chatter. 
Holtz then sounds on with a Lapidus 
yarn that sounds like a ck ned-up 
story. He has the inevitable cane 
but there’s no monkey business this 
trip. 

Although she has bottom | 
Diane Del Rio, who gives 


in 
s 
ia Story’ re- 


1< 
ae 


the 


da 


sch 


Broadway, 


illing, 
with the 


hing ic ¢ 
| Nips, is the most amusing of the “irls, 


affording Holtz 
into 


the 


opportunity of 
funny ’ 


Latin-American 
remarks. Senorita Del Rio is ani- 
There's quite a buildup for Arline 
Judge. In the lobby she is shown in 
a bathing suit, which is something of 
a come-on, what with her beauteous 
form, but on the Stage she is garbed 
with a rather voluminous trouser- 
skirt. While most of ‘icc Judge's 
contribution is dialog with Holtz she 
smiles herself into a good hand. 
_ Lola Lane, one of the main blondes 
in the unit, follows, and it seems 
there is too much talk at this turn of 
the act. A flirtation bit with Holtz 
iS given In reverse, but Miss Lane 
scores with the Hammerstein-Kern 
‘The Last Time I Saw Paris.’ She 
has a rather throaty, pleasant voice. 
A special verse is interpolated into 
the number. Miss Lane ic quite a 
beaut, even if some don't like that 
funny hair-do that hides her fore- 
head. 
Wendy Barrie, who is given top 
billing, is next in line. Holtz calling 
her a Bridgeport blonde. He gets 
some fun out of listening to her tell 
a Lapidus story, with dialect. For 
an opener Ruth Day tap dances ef- 
fectively, giving two routines of that 
type, finishing with Hawaiian stuff. 
Holtz has dug up his prop guitar 
bit for the finale and for good meas- 
ure there are Miss Judge. Miss Bar- 
rie and Miss Lane, also totin 
lar breakaway instruments, 
has a verse of ‘O Sole Mio,’ a 
ber that the comic had in 
for years, 
eral idea 


simi- 
Each 
nume- 
mothballs 
He has been funnier 


r. Gen- 
Is to let the girls do it. 


& 


Ibee. 


-—_—_—— 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


‘Funzafire’ unit with Benny Meroff 
Orch (10) with Terry Howard and 
Jack Talley, Louise Shannon. Dare 
Seed, Abe Shapiro, Billy Morosco 
Joe Vtnel, Line (8); Newsreels a) d 
Shorts. 


‘Funzafire,’ Benny 


. Meroff’s hybrid 
comb:nation of burlesque, vaudeville 
and musical comedy, which very 

milar to ‘Hellzapoppin,’ is the sort 
of corn that vaude house audiences 
generally lap up eagerly and une 
questioningly. It’s Meroff’s first ap- 
pearance with this unit in the New 
York territory, and healthy re eption 
at this Brandt house augurs wel! for 
the balance of route, for wh'ch he is 
reportedly booked solid until Ju e. 


Meroff has an agreeable stag 


e 
presence and an aptitude for carrve- 
ng off even slightly blue vags with 
pleasant urbanity. He’s completely 
at ease on the stage, handles a whole 
platoon of screwball comics with re- 
markable facility. and w ks with 
the line and band at the e time 
She wild and completely nuttv 
but effective as a laurh-vette One: 4 

a fat lady in a red dre carry- 
iz a large box, trying to f a seat 
and thereby causing met ( # 
commotion. Man dressed up a 
mn skin chases girl down the aisles 
Two jitterbugs suddenly co a ™m- 
promptu dance in th f the 
aisle and a guy selling balloons 
amiably peddles his wares in a 
raucous voice, 

Everything goes. While the band 
is playing a girl is ‘murdered’ in the 
box and a dummy sent fiving to the 
steye. Lady starts to leave the thea- 
tre in the middle of a number and 
then Meroff tells her show isn’t 
over yet she hollers, ‘I have to leave. 
Do vou mir re W 

‘Funzafire’ is a rowdy, corny, 
frenzied and completely vithout 
rhvme or reason, bit +\ erect ‘ s 
at tt s chow kent richt ¢ ] ng. 
For a change of nace the lady 
comes on stage to tr n operati¢e 
number while the drummer gees 
comnietely haywire batting out 
hiv Ir of bread at the 911 er " th 
hie ctirlk Merof? ¢ fi Levis 
y i xe ne ‘Ju A he 
Co ¢ ( cent- 

( nt cul A 
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Rhumboogie, H’wood 





equal facility. Someone’s going to 
‘discover’ Cee Pee some day. 

Rest of the performance is hop- 
ping fast. The Rockets, a trio of 
male hoofers, get over the floor in 
white tails with difficult steps and 
in faultless precision. Dorothy 
Garbo is a writhing dancer slightly 
on the strip side. Peter Ray tosses 
his tootsies around with lightning 
flourish and finales with a fast tap 
while balancing a tray of dishes on 
his conk. Lois Galloway vocals none 
too forte. Bandmen go for a change 
of apparel when the rhumba session 
takes hold. Their music is not too 
blary and danceable. Best tribute 
to their tootling is that the film gang 
is out on the floor most of the time. 

Estab seats around 450, with a bal- 
cony, and was three-quarters filled 
on this catching. The queues form 
outside on Saturday nights. Joe 
Stevens produces the floor show and 
puts the eight shapely ponies 
through new routines every fort- 
night. Three shows are given night- 
ly. Spot will prosper as long as 
Cee Pee is around. Helm, 


YACHT CLUB, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
Jack Walton Orch (8), Jackie 
Heller, Patricia, Cesar, Rosita and 
Pancho, Shirley Heller, Manhattan- 
ettes (6). 








Under new management and at a 
new location, Yacht Club is once 
more swinging back into line as a 
bigtime nitery operation § after 
stumbling around for several months. 
Spot got off with a bang under 


ownership of Sol Heller and Nick | 


Andolina more than year ago, fell 
away with approach of fall but seems 
to be on the right track again with 
the Hellers as sole owners. Sol is 
the manager, Jackie Heller part- 
proprietor and _ contributing his 
talent in addition to an ability to 
bring in the celebrities, which always 
attracts cash customers. Half-pint 
singer will shuttle between here and 
Chicago, where he has a new radio 
show coming up next month, spend- 
ing four or five days weekly at the 
Yacht Club. 

Of course, he’s the big attraction 
in the floor show, m.c.ing smartly 
and giving out with songs. Diminu- 
tive warbler is better than he’s ever 
been, his pipes improving with age, 
and if he gets away with less than a 
dozen numbers at the Yacht Club, 
it’s a bad night for him. According 
to the ape 6 peerage. of the ring- 
siders, he could stay on ad infinitum, 
but he wisely knows when to quit so 
that the waiters and the bar can get 
a break. 

Remainder is 


of entertainment 


good enough without being spectac- | 


ular, which is all right since Heller’s 
presence would be enough to salvage 
considerably lesser lights, Miss 
Patricia is an s.a. looker with suf- 
ficient working knowledge of magic 
to get by nicely, and threesome of 


Cesar, Rosita and Pancho (two men | 


and a girl) go over big with the 
maracas and the rhumba. The gal 
shakes while the boys play and three 
of them keep up a rapid-fire session 
of tangology that’s in the groove. 
Man‘attanettes are six girls who 
have looks but routines could stand 
some dressing-up, and it’s a mistake 
for them to follow Cesar, Rosita and 
Pancho with a conga. Number should 
precede the trio instead of 
versa. 

Jack Walton’s band hits it on the 
nose for both dansapation and show, 
with vocals by another Heller, Shir- 
ley, an attractive package who’s get- 
ting better. She likewise does a stint 
on the floor for one 
hattanette routines. Walton will be 
replaced next week by Herman Mid- 
dleman, who was at Yacht Club for 
10 months prior to differences with 
Sol Heller’s former partner. Miss 


Heller will stick with Middleman for | 


songs, Cohen. 





Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 





; Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 
Billy Baer Orch. (12), Allan Car- 
ney, Thelma Marland, Lathrop Bros. 
and Lee (3), Rica Martine, Jay 
Collins, Roy Bast; week-day mini- 
mum, $1; Saturdays, $1.50. 





This is the first of a number of | 
hotel and supper club units planned | 
by Art Weems of Chicago. It repre- | 
sents somewhat of a departure for | 


this class nitery, where the principal 
emphasis ordinarily is placed on 
music for the dancing guests, with 


the floor entertainment, assembled | 


piecemeal by the hotel itself, given 
secondary consideration. Instead of 
the usual name or semi-name band, 
there’s an unknown musical aggre- 


gation and a slight curtailment of | 
the time for customers’ footpedaling | 


to permit the lengthier floor show. 


Although minus names in the floor | 
show, and it’s safe to say few here- | 
abouts ever have heard of the Billy 


Baer band, hailing out of Milwaukee, 
the attraction had ’em packed to the 
rafters for the midnight performance 
on the opening Friday of the four- 
week engagement. Among those in 
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vice- | 


of the Man- | 








the audience giving the layout the 
onceover was Ear] Carroll, in town 


with his ‘Vanities,’ playing the Or- | 


pheum. 

Fast-moving, smoothly routined 
lively show evoked an enthusiastic 
audience response. Alan Carney 
does a workmanlike emcee job and 
also contributes some amusing im- 
pressions of various types of inebri- 
ates. 

Opening the layout, Thelma Mar- 


ceedings off to a bang-up start and, 
perhaps, she is better spotted thusly 
than had she been closing. She puts 
tremendous energy into such num- 
bers as ‘Old Man Mose,’ ‘Hawaiian 
War Chant,’ ‘Dixieland Band’ and 
‘Scrub Me, Mama.’ The infectious- 
ness of her enthusiasm sweeps the 
room. 

The two Lathrop Brothers and 
Miss Lee, precision steppers, came 
into this show directly from a local 
Orpheum engagement. They are 
nifty appearing steppers who exe- 
cute their routines with the utmost 
smoothness, winning a deservedly 
big hand. 

For a novelty the band blows a 
‘Silly Symphony’ through the hecks 
of empty soda-pop bottles and it 
clicks. Jay Collins, balladist from 
the band, lands with ‘There I Go,’ 
and Roy Bast, another of the musi- 
cian-warblers, hits the bullseye, too, 
with ‘Ida,’ ‘Sweet Sue’ and ‘There'll 
Be Some Changes.’ 

Rica Martine is a vivacious and 
colorful Latin singer and rhumba 
dancer, reminiscent of Carmen Mi- 
randa. She provides a particularly 
snappy interlude. 

The Baer band, leaning to brasses, 
comprises youthful musicians who 
handle their swing skilfully. Ar- 
rangements are effective, if not espe- 
cially outstanding, and the customer 
terpers apparently found the musical 
accompaniments to their liking. It 
also plays the show like a veteran 
band. Rees. 











Beachcomber, Boston 


Boston, Feb. 19. 
Jay Dorn and Stefnie Yosey, Jorge 
Escudero, Eton Sisters (2), Linegirls 
(6), Don Ostro Orch (6), Nye May- 
hew Orch; Minimum, $1 and $' 50. 


When Monte Proser introduced 
the South Seas atmosphere to the 
Hub nitery picture last year, the 
wise guys were impressed, but 
guessed it wouldn’t last long. Fact 
is, the Beachcomber is still doing a 
heavy dinner biz and the ropes go 
up many a night shortly after 9:30. 
As to originality in decoration, the 
Proser spot, managed by Tom 
Maren, is tops in this town, and the 
New Englanders like the novelty of 
| it. They like the ease with which a 
patron couple can slip in and out of 
the non-dressy atmosphere. What 
they didn’t go for was the ‘exotic’ 
foods, and so this season the club is 
plugging American dinners. Also 
important is the front staff, which 
knows how to seat customers with a 
reassuring air of hospitality. 

The current show is an unnamed 
unit assembled by Midge Fielding 
who also directs choreography for 
the line and produces. According to 
big-time standards, it’s no wow_be- 
cause the budget’s low, but Miss 
Fielding has made every dollar 
count. Entire show is built around 
South American or Hawaiian theme, 
but there is no m.c, to tip off the 
Bostonians as to what the dances 
and songs mean in English. While 
the show is distinctive and alto- 
gether pleasing, it would seem that 
a few explanatory remarks would 
add interest. This is particularly so 
| in the case of Jorge Escudero, said 
to be w.k. in Brazil and Argentina 
for his extensive repertoire of un- 
published native and Indian songs. 
|Twice he sings, 
| bellishments by the linegirls to help 
interpret the lyrics; and the stand- 


It would be worth a try to have an 
English-speaking m.c. give Escudero 
the proper buildup. While his voice 
and guitar are an asset, he’s some- 
what lost as a star. 

Dorn and Yosey, ballroom dancers, 
| are relatively new to the nitery field, 
'but evidence that they are on the 
way up is the fact that they were 
booked in for a single week at the 
Beachcomber, after two weeks in 
another local club, and have been 
held over six. 
ballet background and this element 
sparks much of their work. Their 
opening number, themed to ‘Biue 
Danube’ is musically murdered by 
the Ostro band, clearly incapable of 
handling fancy arrangements. 
| Eton Sisters hold attention with 
'their seemingly authentic Hawaiian 
| dance early in the show and later in 
a ‘Beguine’ number that has its 
moments. ; 

Linegirls, some of them previously 
strictly showgirls, have been 
whipped into creditable form by 
Miss Fielding who presents them in 
colorful costumes, simple dance steps 
and emphasizes posturings and arm 
and leg positions in appropriate 
South Sea mood. 
| Relief band here is Nve Mayhew, 
land this outfit would do better as the 
show’s orch, because the Ostro crew 
turns out a danceable rhumba rather 
than socko swing. Fox. 


land also is its outstanding performer. | 
Her hot swing singing gets the pro- | 
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| GARRICK HAS ST. LOO 


ALL TO ITSELF NOW 


St. Louis, Feb, 25. 

With the Grand and Garrick, 
both burlesk houses, operating in 
the red during the current season. a 
merger has been affected, the Grand 
shuttering and the Garrick. on the 
Izzy Hirst wheel, having the entire 
local field to itself. The Grand. op- 





erated by the Wolverine Amusement , 


Co., was opened last September by 
Harold Minsky, N. Y., and Arthur 


Clamage, Detroit, and the Garrick | 


by Dick Zeisler, N.Y. 

One of the clauses in the contract 
calls for the Grand to play Hirst 
shows in the event it reopens. It is 
reported that the management of 
the New York hotel which owns the 
Grand gave Wolverine Amus. three 
weeks free rent as an inducement for 
it to keep operating. This house 
used a house line with traveling 
principals. The Garrick presents 
road companies intact. 


Since the merger the Garrick has | 
show | 


discontinued a 
every Friday night. Under that pol- 
icy the larger part of the show 
readying for departure and the new 
new show were combined for one 
performance. It proved a swell hypo 
for the b.o. one night a week. 


two-for-one 





Ella Fitzgerald was brought back 


| for return engagement of one week 
at Brunswick Hotel’s Bermuda Ter- | 
race at Boston and Manager Paul | 


Bromley kept band for four weeks 
because of exceptional business. 
Now, Bromley wants band back as 
soon as possible. 
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Barbara Bardo 
, May Nolan 
| Harry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


| Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Bachelors’ Club 
Turner Ore 
Balconades 
Joe Villella Ore 
Bill Green's 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 
Herb Roaher 


Al 


Boogie-Woogle Club 


| Boog Sherman 
Izzy Nutz 

Buddy Walsh 
Nutsy Fagan 

| Harry Comorada 

| Packy M’Farland 

| Tiny Miller 

| Bernie Crawford 

Club Petite 

| Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Lou Starr 
Lorraine Cater 
Audrey Kennedy 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyton's 

| Bill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moore 
Mabel Harrold 
Marion Muller 

| Eddie Peyton 


El Chico 


Ciro Rimac Ore 
Estrelita Pena 
Alziro Camargo 
Chinita Marin 

;Charley Boy 


| Hotel Fort Pitt 


Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 





FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





ence: ‘they’re doing a helluva busi- | 
| ness.’ 


Stooges work hard, keeping up a 
drumfire of running gags, including 
imitations of Vallee, George Givot, 
Mae West, a Ubangi girl and Sally 
Rand. Billy Morosco goes over nicely 
with a rollerskating specialty. Louise 
Shannon, red-headed tapper, solos to 
good returns. Howard and Talley, 
mixed comedy team, though using 
familiar material where the fidgety 
little girl with squeaky voice is al- 
ways on the verge, nonetheless 
garnered hefty agg Team also 
demonstrates ability to sell a song. 
Band is used mainly for pointing up 
gags and vocals but also dishes it 
out straight. 


Biz Friday night (21) __ near- 
capacity, with boxes also nearly sold 
out. Mori. 





CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. “ 
Matty Malneck Orch (9), Jane 
Froman, George Bernard and Royal- 
ettes (9), Dean Murphy; ‘Western 
Union’ (20th). 








With an extra-long picture, the 
stage show is kept down to mini- 


|mum running time but up to maxi- 
|'mum in class, distinction and enter- 


with dancing em- | 


out offering is ‘Huapango,’ a rhumba. | 


Couple have a good | 


j; ance 


tainment. Only fovr acts but each 
is typical of a standard associated 
in the public mind with the C hicago 
stage. There appears to be, in fact, 
a general movement towards sharp 
curtailment of running time on stage 
shows, even beyond the cuts of the 
ast few years which have had per- 


Pp ' 
formers squawking about being 
rushed off the stage. | 

From two niteries in town come 


the two headliners: Matty Malneck’s 
orchestra from the Pump Room of 
the Ambassador hotel and Jane Fro- 
man from the Chez Paree. Malneck’s 
own eight-piece group is thrown in 
with the regular house orchestra to 
add up to 23 men, but on their own 
the Malneck men do some really 
modern instrumentalizing which fit 
in excellently with the show and 
house. Their specialities include 
such stuff as ‘William Tell Overture,’ 
the ‘Anvil Chorus’ from ‘Il Trova- 
tore. This audience would have had 
’em stay on all night. 

Miss Froman is class personified, 
being outstanding in appearance and 


delivery. Pipes glow and _ style 
warms over the fooflights. This 
audience wanted more of her. — 

M.c. Dean Murphy turns in a8@| 


capable job before settling down to 


his already standard impersonation | 


That FDR stint is among the 
in its line. 
is much in his favor and his 
handling of an audience indicates 
real showmanship. 

George Bernard and his Royal- 
ettes are six women and three men 
who come up with a series of vari- 


act. 
best 


ous dance styles and routines, most | 


of it ballroom stuff of waltzes, fox- 
trot, etc. Act looks well, is ward- 
robed neatly and fills up the stage 
with a sufficient number of people 
to make a respectable flash. 
Business good at the last show Sat 
urday (22). Gold. 


Murphy’s appear- | 


Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Treacher Ore 

Sandy Davidson 

Marian McGarrity 
(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 

| Hotel 7th Avenue 


Bess Saunders 
[da Iola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
| Al Devin 
| Evergreen Gardens 
| Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Hotel Ella 
Olga Mundy Ore 
Dale St Clair 


(Gold Cup Room) 

Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 

Sammy Dibert Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Schenley 
; Billy Hinds Ore 
| Patty Dixon 
3uzz Mayer 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
| Gloria Jolley 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
| Eddie Camden Ore 
Betty Gale 
| Johnny Wilkes 
| Kamden Kids 
New Penn 
| Ralph Allen Ore 
|} Joe Morrocce 
| Sally Lang 
Glen Martin 
Leiso Sis 
Duval & Laurence 
New Yorker Gls 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
lbwights 
Russ Le Beau 
Ch'lotte Lamberton 
Kretlow Dance 
Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
Pat Dennis 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Klein 
Chuck Wilson 


Onsis 


Louie Pope Ore 
Margie Kraber 

Orchard 
| Jimmy Gamble Ore 
| Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 

Buzz Aston Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 





| Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Wally Vernon 
Ann Boland 





| Zelda Laska Sis 
Hotel Roosevelt | Gloria Miller 
| Ted Blake Gregorys 
Men About Town 3 Jerks 
MIAMI 


Beachcomber 
avier Cugat Ore 
iguelito Valdez 
(Carlyle Blackwell 
|Chavez Ore 
| Tropical Dance 
Carrousel 
| Velero Sis Ore 
| Belle Baker 
Romo Vincent 


Club Bali 


Tommy Nunez Ore 
| Peggy Fears 
Olivette & Murray 
Alfredo Seville 
Bali-ettes (12) 

| Club Esquire 


Worthy Hills Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Howard Brooks 
Esquirettes (8) 


x 
IM 


Inn 
Paul Whiteman 
Armando Ore 
Harry Richman 
Sophie Tucker 
Joe FE Lewis 
Chandra-Kaly Dane 
Marianne 

Ann Sutherland 


Cuban Casino 
a 


Colonial 
Ore 


Adrian Rollini 
Eva Ortega 
Nan Blakstone 
Tropic Beauties 
Don Lanning’s 
Dor 
Roberta 
Jimmie 
Gene A 
El 
Ralph Cook 
lyn F< 
G rin Tucar 
tell Dance 
tive O'Clock Clab 


ancne (ore 


s Sherrill 
Sherwood 
Hodges 


tin 


Chico 
far ster 
€ 


Hotel Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt 
(Pago Pago Koom) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Vincent KBragale 

Helen Morgan 
Hotel Hollywood 
Beach 
(Bamboo Koom) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Hotel Miami 
Biltmore 
(Giralda Room) 


Or 


M Bergere Orc 
Columbus & Carroll 


Elaine Miller 

Beverly Kirk 

Hotel Rone, -Plaza 
(Viennese Room) 

Emery Deutsch Ore 


; Jaye Martin 
Georges & Jalna 
Josephine Houston 
Hotel Shelborne 
(Mayan Koom) 
Chet Brownagle Orc 
K Miller Danc 
Hotel Versailles 
(Gulf Room) 
Chas Murray Ore 
Jeff's 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
| Dwight Fiske 
|Gomez & Minor 
| Yvonne Bouvier 
| Merle Burke 
| Midgle Fellows 
|} Ann Howard 
| James Howard 
| Foran Sis 
} Jimmie’s 
Budd Sawyer’s Ore 
| Mvlee Bell 
| Golden Gate 2 
Beatrice Gardner 
| Montrose & Pearl 
Kee & Tuck 
| Kitty Davis 
Ore 








|} Johnny Silver 
Billy Vine 
; Conga Dane 
| Latin Quarter 
Toe Candullo Ore 
| Emil Boreo } 
iGrisha & Brona | 
j Henri Therrien 
|; Frank Mazzone 
| Clarissa 
|Sally Rand 
Helen Carroll 
& Harris 
Mayfair Clob 
Dav 
Austi: 
Nut Club 
Rives 
Mercur 
Paddock Club 
Leon Prima Ore 
& Morris 
Hilliard } 
int Jemime 
nhattanettes 
Rhumba Casino 
Alex Batkin 
Fantasias Rhumb’'s 
Sammy Walsh | 
Rosita Rios 
Royal Palm Club 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Milton Berle 
Royal Guards 
{ose Blaine 
Martha Rave 
Betty Bruce 
Whitsons 

Slapsy Maxie’s 
Pabe Russin Ore 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Frisco 
Cully Richards 
Patty Moore 


Pierce 


Henny 
Marie 


« 


Tubb 


ew 
i 


rs 


ie 


M 


Ore 


Beach Comber or abana Gls 
Nve Mayhew Or George Escudero | 
Don Ostro Ore Dorn & Yossez ' 
'Eden Twins ) Midge Fielding Rev 
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Adele Corey 
Rita Henderson 
Raymond Pike 
Eleanor Kelley 
Hotel Lafayette 
Noblemen 
Jerry Salisbury 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
Harry Marshard O 
Johnny Turnbull 
Lenny Welsh 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 


Blinstrub’s 

Karl Rohde Ore 
| Boyd Heathen 

| Prince & P Sel’dria 
Del Ohrel 


Casa Manana 
Lou Carter Ore 
Lee Steele 
David Ballentine 
Mrs. Schlepperman 
Bill's Canary Circus 
Jackie & Lorraine 

Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 








Cookie Faye Mari! 
Harriett Hoctor ang try 
;Jay & Lou Seiler Joe Carney 
bon h 2 — R Bobby Nichols 
|} Georg yy ev 
: : Hotel Westmin 
Club Vanity Fair a i 
Kai Nira Ore Jimmy McHale Ore 
| Stella Ray 


Trop’! Serenaders O 


' 
Laura Lee Adrian O'Brien 


Frances George Harry Drake Rev 

Whitney Sis Joan Leeds 
Cocoanut Grove Marion & H Lynne 

Jackie Field 

| Mickey Alpert Ore a 

| Don Rico Ore Ken 

| George Rand Rev Frances Claire Ore 

| Billy Paine Russ Howard 

Nancy Gay I 

Rodrigo & Francine atin Quarter 

Verne Wilcox Tony Bruno Ore 





| Billingtons Don Dudley Ore 
| (Melody Lounge) Harry Spear 
Rita Coughlin air tg — 
N nes tadio Aces 
ewe & Steger Paul & Elizabeth 
Crawford House Latin Ballet 
Pay Collins Ore Radio Herb Lewis 
Sally Keith : ; 
Vanderbilts en 
Ken Brilliant (Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Doris Ahbott 

Joan & Mona 
Fredrika Beaubien 
Miaco 


Frank Fontaine 
Bryee Santry 

Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Orc 


Hi-Hat Emerald Sis 

Pete Herman Ore Alice O'Leary 
Kav Dovle j 

Hotel Bradford , The Cave 

(Circus Room) _—_ aa Ore 
os) Jack Fisher 
~vathng, ~ et Tamara Dortva 
stewie Bae Doris Abbott 
“ § Carlos & Doria 


Hotel Brunswick 


Nora & Jimmy Bell 
(Bermuda Terrace) or 


Joan & Mona 





Yacht Club Louis Prima Orc Fredrika Beaubien 
Bo cuiddieman Orc, | Hotel Copley Plaza Tie Toe 
Jacki, Hell & (Sheraton Room) Ernie Bell Ore 
Patricis punaed | Stuart Frazier Ore | Pen Ford Rev 
Manhattanettes | (Oval =) Tiny Sinclair 
: bine | Lamb-Yocum Beef Trust Ct 
Shirley Heller | en : a Chorus 
Ice Parad Jon Reaton 
Sky-Vue 2 a Danny Goodman 
| ietetia: Sinn Ge |Gladys T.amb 
Mickey Ross Ore Rube Yokum Tremont Plaza 
Sky Pilots Buddy Lewis Ben Pullo Ore 
Union Grill j Betty Wharton Versailles 
, Murray Twins 
Art Yagello Walter Ridge Bobby Hacket Ore 
| Frank Natale Adele Henny Fritzi Scheff 








Leighton Sis 


Hotel Essex Wiille Solar 


Ernest Murray Ore | Emma Francis 
Billy Kelly Harold Kennedy 
Jack Manning 5 Juggling Jewels 
Al Lewis 10 Floradora Maids 





Victor Donato 


Do 


Johnny Andrews 


n't Look, Dinty 


y 

















throat. Learn to think on your 

feet, man. Don’t wait for me to 

do all the suggesting! 

However, I am not complain- 
ing. When you draw your pay 
rom the cashier Saturday night 
please draw an additional $1,000 
as a bonus from me in recogni- 
tion of your earnest work. This 
note will be all you need; just 
show it to the cashier.’ 

While the letter was on the way, 
one from Maney to Sullivan crossed 
it. The reference to the loot is a 
check tendered by the N. Y. Times. 
Publication pays $25 for byline 
stories in the amusement section, 
whether the writer needs the coin or 


not. Sullivan’s recent yarn in the 
Times complained he hadn't re- 
ceived any coin from the show. 
Maney wrote: 


‘My counsel—and he is not 
Morris Ernst—advises me that as 
your unacknowledged agent I 
would be well within my rights 
did I muscle a fraction of the 
enclosed loot from you. I shrink 
from such a sordid procedure be- 
cause I feel that amity, good 
will an entente cordiale, 


prevail among the reck- 


even 
should 


less group banded together to 
guide the MM. Lindsay and 
Crouse through the trials and 


pitfalls consequent to their latest 
‘Arsenic and O!d Lace.’ 

‘Do not misconstrue my policy 
of laissez faire. I shall, nay do, 
expect an occasional token of 
your desire to co-operate. 

‘Will you sketch in some 600 
words some of the current evils 
in the theatre vou think should 
he corrected, alwavs bearing in 
mind that what we are trying 
to sell is ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ not motormen’s mittens or 
second editions of Zane Grey. 
If one of the current evils is, in 
your biased the afore- 
mentioned Lindsay and Crouse. 
then let them have it with bott 
barrels. 

‘Once I have received your 
broadside I shall rifle it down 
to the World-Telegram where It 
momentar the hand 
nf Rov juct now up to 
his waist !n appeasement.’ 


folly. 


r pinion, 


mov Ny ctoy 


Howard 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 
' 
Alex Woollcott, who appeared in Baltimore recently in ‘The Man 
Who ¢ e to Dinner,’ replied by letter to the Baltimore Sun last week to 
the « ho wrote ndignant protest to the paper about the ‘shock- 
inv’ Kaufman-Hart comedy Author-critic-star was sarcastically amused 
at the woman and several others who, he said, had written him at the 
theatre. Reply by Woollcott said in part 
Readi them brings back across the years two memories. One is the 
occasion when a palpitant debutante gushed up to that great actress, Emily 
Stevens, and said, ‘Oh, Miss Stevens! Do you think the stage can do any 
harm to a pure young girl?’ ‘No,’ replied Miss Stever thoughtfully, ‘but 
I shudder to think what a pure young girl could do to the stage.” Also 
there comes to mind a moment at the theatre when the greatest of them 
all—the late Justice Holmes—slapped his aging thigh and said, ‘Thank 
God I’ve got vulgar tastes.’ | 
‘Well, goodbye. On Monday I'm off to Hershey in a cloud of lust.’ 
Undersiood that Woollcott, who opened a two-week date Monday (24) 
at National, Washington, will stop at the White House. He is known to 


and Mrs. Roosevelt, and on previous 
During the 


be on cordial terms with the President 


visits to the capital Was a guest at the executive mansion 


th 





campaign last fall, Woollcott stumped for the President. 

Westbrook Pegler exhibited what he called a change of pace last week 
vhen | column in the Wor'd-Telegram, N. Y., went to town in admira- 
tion of a fellow staff member, Sidney Whipple. who is the daily’s drama 
critic. Pegler stated that Whipple is a vanishing breed nowadays ‘who can 
do } \vout anything anybody c ask of him around the editorial side 
of a ne aper or press association Pegler and Whipple worked on 
the United Press togethe Latter w a city editor in Syracuse and has 
been a managing editor in South Bend, Ind., and Denver 

Recently, Pegler devoied his column to the matter of attending the 
theatre, declaring best way was to go alone instead of taking the wife. 


‘ 
Ine 


Dwelling on the distaff side, he wrote, in part, . you have to ease her 
through the crowd and down to the seats, and lay back her coat for her, 
and then her program slips off her lap and you have to fish around in the 
dark, and all the time during the show you have a sense of responsibility 
nd care, which is just what you go to the theatre to get away from.’ | 
Then, at intermission, if she doesn’t smoke, well, you do, and if you go out 
and leave her you are something rhyming with ‘house’ F 


After being filed away for years in Paramount's script department, 
‘There's Always Juliet’ turns up in film form under the title of ‘One 
Night in Lisbon.’ Play by John Van Druten was presented at the Empire, 





N. Y., in 1932 after it played London. Gilbert Miller produced, then | 
heading Par’s legit department which was later abandoned. 

One-set, four-character comedy which did fairly well had Edna Best 
and Herbert Marshall as the lead London locale has been written out 
of the scenario and Portugal substituted, with a war background to 
bring the story up to date. 

For the record, George M. Cohan points out that the first time he starred 
On his Own was In 1904 in ‘Little Johnny Jones,’ which he wrote and pro- 
duced. During the three preeeding seasons, the Four Cohans starred in 
*The Governor's Son’ and ‘Running For Office.’ 

It had been printed that Feb. 12 was the 40th anniversary of Cohan’s 
{nitial appearance as a star. 

- 

Grace Moore spent last week at Saranac Lake, where her husband, 


Valentin Parera, has been under treatment for some time, his condition 
being serious. He was formerly a Spanish picture player, but after their 
marriage became her business manager. 

Warbling star returned for her final appearance in ‘Love of Three Kings’ 
at the Metrapolitan Monday (24). 

James Carroll is again in uniform with the rank of major and is pres- 
ently quartered in Washington He has trained down and tips the beam 
at 175 pounds. He was associated with his brother, Earl, at the latter's 
theatre-restaurant in Hollywood until recently. 


BALLET RUSSE WILL 


‘BELINDA,’ IN BLACK, 
RESCINDING PAY CUTS TOUR SOUTH AMERICA 





Some shows on Broadway have Original Ballet Russe, currently 
salary cut arrangements, with stinu- |: yw nding up a brief tour of eastern 
lations that when the gross pa U. S., leaves next week for engage- 
certain marks the pay restored | ments Mexico City and Havana 
partially wholly ‘Johnny Bel- | before embarking on a season-long 
inda,’ Longacre, has been on a cutjand first South American trek. 
basis for some time, but it is claimed | Troupe is due back in New York late 
that full salaries have been paid re- | next August and will open its regu- 
cently. When takings top $7,000 the | lar fall engagement here in mid- 
slice of one-third does not apply. ! October. 

Last week show was credited with Closing Saturday (1) night at the 
topping $9,000, best gross since | Academy of Music, Philadelphia, the 
opening. company entrains for Mexico City, 

‘Belinda’ went well into the red, | where it plays through March 6-14 at 
mostly through extra advertisin the Palacio Belles Artes. Opens in 
but for the past two months is! Ha ana, March 20 at the Auditorium 
claimed to have earned an operating | theatre. remair ng through March 
profit weekly. 25 The ails f Peru, where 

- ——— pens April 3. 

| ther S. Hurok troupe, the 
New Players Theatre Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, toured 
. pouth America ist l 1e1 That 
Opens Rib on Boston 32: ‘hs, 2+, time a Russian balla 
‘ iL€ ou ery continent 
—_ e Nijinsky headed a tour there ji 

Bostor Feb A 191 

The Players Theatre group made 
its debut in the Peabddy Playhouse ° . 
here Friday night (21) with their Dramatists Ratify 
revue called ‘Baa, Baa, Back Bay.’ . 

Advance publicity promised a big New Basic Agreement 

hotfoot to all Boston institutions 

and traditions, and the house was , inn a , 

packed. Judging from reception, a New minimum basic agreement 

good percentage of the pew warm- yt act production of Broadway 
plays was ratified : esterday (Tues- 


ers were pals of the plavers. 


A ; dav) by the amatists’ Gui -oun- 
In a self-conscious collegiate man- y the Dramatists’ Guild coun 


cil It 


: : had previously been nego- 

ner the revue ribs a rich assortment tiated v saa A e le in of N “y 
‘ : lated with 1 eague N. ; 

of people and places, but in good Theatres, whose. members are ex- 


ste: politican: street railway 
taste: politicans, the eet railway. pected to sign. 


P rs ‘ot I «4 } r ? S relt 4 i. ; 
Harvard, soa ton, Re a OURE Ter, Pact, which goes into effect Sat- 
Koussevitsky and Ann Corio among y ‘day (1), is for five years, Only 
others changes from the previous agree- 


Novelties include a co-credit on a 
lyric for Percy Bysshe Shelley, and 
a special backdrop for a 30-second 


ment are that authors of all plays, 
American or foreign, must be mem- 
bers of or join the Guild, and the 


dumb skit which has two Indians period during which a p oducer 
walking twice across the stage. shares in the subsidiary rights to 
Music was written by Carlton Bates plays is extended from three to five 
and Bobby Goldman. years. 


| written 





Play on Broadway 





SO 


EY METHOD 


THE TALL 





ly di 1 in three acts presented at 
bie M N Sis ee -— "6. wy 
the Playwrights Co.; written by § N 
n; Ina Clalre and Philip Merivale 
starred Eirnst Deutsch featured; setting 
Jo M ner ;$5.30 ) 
Avis | 
’ Blodge H i 
iy BEIGT 662 0000609066008 Ina ¢ re 
Me wssechevdebdnebeabed .-lida Kane 
M Creed CsPISt. ..ceceeee Iernst Deutsch 
> AAto Paley sc cceess Ihillp Merivale 
The Playwrights had a lot of 


trouble with their latest presentation 


and perhaps it was fated from the | 
Start. Despite the effort involved, 
chances ot popularity are limited, 
even with = Claire and Philip 


Merivale. 
Play was 
Mechanical 


known for a time as ‘The 


Heart,’ which was cer- 


tainly less suitable than the present | 


It 
and 


handle. 
script 


brought 
cast changes after 


Was 
some 


back for | 


the first tryout, but somehow it failed | 


did 
and then Elmer 


jel] Herman Shumlin 
direction originally 
Rice took over, with the result that 
neither is mentioned on the program 
as staging 

S. N. Behrman is 


liance in dialog, 


to 


kn 
though most of his 
plays ha seri slants. Same goes 
for ‘The Talley Method,’ but the im- 
pression is that the story, what there 
is of it, is muddled. Comedy content 
is under normal for Behrman. 


wn 


ave ou 


Widower Dr. Axton Talley is a 
noted surgeon whose method on a 
difficult affliction has saved many 


patients. He falls in love with Enid 
Fuller, a poetess, whom he had suc- 
cessfully operated upon. He tries to 
prepare the way to introduce her 
into the household, but hardly gets 
to first base with his son, Philip, and 
adopted daughter, Avis. 

The lad gave up studying medicine 
and is frittering awav his time with 
a fan dancer. Daughter is a radical, 


| caustic and petulant. Curiously Enid 


understands them better than Axton. 
Not so believable is her affection for 
the bitter maiden, currently in love 
with Manfred Geist, a German refu- 
g writer with a grown daughter, 
and disdaining Cv Blodgett, a clown- 
ish student. 

Showdown comes in the third act 
Geist professes love for Enid, which 
Avis. Renlizing he 


ee 


infuriates is 


the | 


for bril- 


| 


revamped in several soupects, none 
of them adding greatly to the 
effectiveness of the original theme 
and treatment 

Production is mediocre and the di- 
rection, attributed to Guy Douglass, 
is distinctly dated, much of the busi- 
ness being corny and overboard in 
its loutish implications. Device of 


| visible loud speakers blaring atmo- 


| raisers 


re- | 


sponsible for part of the situation in 
the Talley home, he suicides. Avis | 
then leaves. Enid comes to the de- 
cision that she cannot marry the 
doctor because they are mentally not 


attuned. Onlv satisfaction for Dr. 
Talley is that Philip returns to medi- 
cal school and.thereby continues the 


| line. of physicians in the family. 


Miss Claire and Merivale are 
svlendid players and try to lend to 
their respective parts more than is 
in them. Earlv in the play 
she expresses jov in meeting a man 
she could really love after a number 








of emotional wanderings. She also 
|says, ‘We live in a time when the 
truest vo ‘e struck down by the 
lnidect ’ ow those sentiments 
do not e with her later ideas. 
Merivale’s Talley seems the much 
nore norm! characte 
Hiram Sherman amusing at 
times ac Cv, having the plav’s listhter 
lines Ernst Deutsch gives Geist 
some authority, though it isn’t an at- 
tractive nort Claire Niesen is the 
Jour Avis and less annealing. while 
Dean Harrens plays Philiv, both be- 
ing among the younrer nlavers who 


landed on Broadway. 


Ibee 


| Play Out of Town 


NIGHT MUST FALL 


(ROAD REVIVAL) 


recently 








Buffalo, Feb. 20 
dD 1 by Emilvn Will'ar S; presented by 
rar M Feb = vt ger 
Buff lire . i. ( ve] " fan. 
tures I Montgomet1 
snd % er e Art} 
- t - ter 
‘ EB j \ 4 r $° 7 
} , f 73173 
" revival of Emlyn William 
meloc tie British museum piece 
definite] ivged for the ny vVincial 
trade Bufl » dat of th revival 
vVhich { first U. S howing fol 
lowing several wee} of Canadian 
| bookings, pose the qu tion as to the 
| explanation for its present American 
refurbishing. Aside from providing 


an actors’ holiday for the trio of fen- 
tured plavers. this study of a homi- 
cidal maniac in its present form has 
little new if, except 
nerhrps as an er of earlier 
Williamsania, chiefly of interest to 
his ‘Corn Is Green’ enthusiasts. On 
that score. it attract some at- 
tention from the cognoscenti, but on 


to recommend 


hibit 


micht 


its <howing here there ceems little 
likelihood of a metropolitan stand. 
esnecially in view of the fact that the 
orieinal, even with the author him- 
self. proved ble to weather more 
than a few weeks of Broadway 
buffeting 
Such hinterland attention as it 
may receive will vrobably come 
from interest {fn comparisons with 
the controversial Robert Mont- 
fPomery-Posslind R ell-Dan Mav 
Whitty film versior 'th which this 
nroduction inevitahiv invitee oral 
jlels. Present amatization has been 


spheric musical theme for curtain 
and blackout climaxes is 
hokey meller, and goes back to the 
days of the kerosene circuits. 


Performance is a hoopla field day | 


for Florence Reed, Violet Heming 
and Douglass Montgomery. The lead 
is a compelling delineation for 


femme audiences and holds a hyp-| 


notice fascination for male players, 
as was evidenced by Bob Mont- 
gomery’s painstaking and impressive 
click in the film, Douglass Mont- 
gomery’s Danny portrayal is an 
interesting, though loose, character- 
ization of the murderous psychotic, 
its effectiveness being somewhat dis- 
persed by a swirl of knees 
elbows and its rather squirmy play- 
ing. Miss Heming, not too happily 
cast as the love interest, makes the 
most of the part of the inhibited 


heroine. Here again this version in- 
vites comparison with Miss Russell’s 
film Olivia and comes off second 
best. 

Miss Reed as Mrs. Bramson is a 
surprise. mostly because she _ fol- 


lows no precedent in her portrayal. 


and | 


Iers is a sterling performance of an | 


elderly hypochondriac all the way, 


and the acting honors of the per- 
formance go to her The high 
quality of the acting turned {in by 


these three seasoned troupers, aided 
by the compulsion of the psycho- 


obvious shortcomings of the pres- 
entation and should be sufficient to 
assure it of at least moderate success. 





rank McCoy. credited as pro- 
ducer, also is acting as comnany 
manager. Burton, 
. 
Ballet Review 





BALLET THEATRE 








Ballet Tl é 1 by Ba 
entatior In ( \ Max ¢ 
At Mafe Bc 11 il 
($4.40 oper x) 

Principal! Nana G Anne W yn 
Miriam ¢ ¢ N 2 Stroganova, Agnes de 
Ml ‘ I . « Ar lie 4 1 
Kanye, Karen ( \ Taott D I 
Nil Edward ¢ " Kugene Ta x 
Tey e yy} < lHlugeh Laine \r my 
7 , tT «¢ Devt ' K ? I r V 

inser \ Al ri M € & 
Jean I)a Is Tan Dokoudoavs Pretty 
Gilmore. “Mt Ciomb Maria Karniloff, 
I) ay Lysuxz Mu rie Moore, Dorothy 
M try e ( sSuay Rozstka SZADOVAL 
Kirsten Va Wilcox Anna 

an, Bil Yeaner, Fer- 
! Alonzo 1, Fred Dar l 
Charles ID R iwin, Ray Har 
risor John Wr a teed, New mb 
Rice Dimit I ft Dor 1 Saddler 
Robert Wolff 


If there can be such a thing as an 
all-American ballet, this Ballet The- 
atre would appear to be it. Many of 
the group are either foreign-born or 
foreign-trained, but at least the or- 
ganization has its inspiration in the 
U. S.. and, what's more important, 
its work has the flavor and feeling 
of this country. Whether or not the 





American public will support a ballet 
of native appeal is another matter. 
It may be thi the cash-paying 
ballet audiences prefer the some- 
what synthetic (if potent) glamor of 
the two Russian troupes—the Ballet 


Russe de Monte Carlo and the Origi- 
nal Ballet Russe. Undoubtedly the 
latter two outfits draw bigger grosses 
at present. But if the Ballet Thea- 
tre can continue its buildup and is 
shrewdly handled it should acquire 
a sizable following of its own, not 
only in New York, but ultimately 


| throughout the country. 


Ballet Theatre is well named. It 
is more than mere ballet. Its pro- 
ductions, particularly the newer 
ones, have an originality and a the- 
atrical quality distinct from the pure 





tinsel make-believe appeal of tradi- 
tional ballet. It may be a sense of 
the commercial Anyway, it’s there 
and it frequently provides a divert- 
ing show, occasionally even an ex- 
citing one 

Number of new ballets are being 
offered during the current engage 
ment which started at the Majestic 
to a_ profitably-filled and _ colorful 
house Some of the presentations 
are definitely smash entertainment. 
Among the latter are ‘Gala Per- 


formance,’ a low-comedy piece about 
how three premiere ballerinas (Rus- 
i French and Italian) upstage 
each other when they appear in the 


haba) 


same ballet. Conceived by Antony 
Tudor, with music by Serge Pro- 
kofiev, and with atmospherically 


helpful decor by Nicolas de Molas, 
it provides a succession of laughs. 
Another click addition to the rep- 
ertoire is q new version of ‘Three 
Virgins and a Devil,’ a satirical gem 
with choreography by Agnes 


ting by Arne Lundborg and costumes 
by Motley. ‘Billy the Kid,’ a melo- 
dramatic story ballet about the no- 
torious frontier killer, is a vivid 
spectacle of steadily rising interest. 
It has choreography by Eugene Lor- 
ing, music by Aaron Copland and 
scenery and costumes by Jared 
French. It was previously done by 
the Ballet Caravan. Another new one 
is ‘Capricioso,’ an atmosphere ballet, 
with choreography by Anton Dolin, 


SUNDAY LEGIT 
PASSES TEST 


Sunday (23) was a test of whether 
| Visitors to New York will patronize 
|legit shows. Town was filled with 
incomers to the metropolis for 
| Washington’s Birthday, with goodly 
| percentage evidently remaining un il 
ithe Sabbath evening. 

Theatres packed 'em in Friday and 
| Saturday, while the Sunday per- 
| formances were well peopled by 
| visitors. This indicates that Sun- 
| days will be supported by summer 
vacationists, if such performances 
are given after the end of May, 
|which terminates the present ar- 
rangement between the managers 
and Equity. 

The highest number of perform- 
ances on Sunday since the experi- 
ment started were given. There were 
nine matinees and 15 night shows 
for a total of 23. Included were two 
legits which went on in benefit for 
the Actors Fund and Stage Relief, 
neither playing Sundays regularly. 
Biggest draws in the afternoon 
| were ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center, and 
|‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden. 








; 





‘JOS. COYNE, AMERICAN 


killer theme, makes up for the other | 


COMIC, DIES IN ENGLAND 


Passing of Joseph Coyne at the age 
of 74 in England last week (20) was 





it de | 
Mille, scenario by Ramon Reed, set- 


duly recorded over here, but the 
American comedian who became an 
expatriate was little known to the 
present generation. 

Coyne was an all around light 
comedian and dialectician. He start- 
ed aS a vaudevillian and then de- 


veloped into a musical comedy name. 
| His first appearance was in an after 


piece at the London theatre, on the 
Bowery in N. Y. He teamed with 
Hap Ward before the latter joined 
with Harry Vokes. Coyne was also 
of the Feur Diamonds (Evans, Coyne, 
3uckley and Ward) after appearing 
in a blackface act (Evans and 
Covne). 

Leaving the variety stage, Coyne 


appeared in Charles Hoyt farces, 
going to London in one of them 
Show which established him over 
there, however, was ‘The Merry 
Widow,’ which played Daly’s, Lei- 
cester Square in 1907-08 and during 


its run his dressing room with an 
improvised bar was a mecca for 
visiting Americans. 

Prior to that he had returned to 
Broadway and scored in ‘The Girl 
From Kay's, which starred Sam 
Bernard and Hattie Williams. 
Coyne’s bit, that of skating around 
the stage with scrubbing brushes 


strapped to his shoes, was a comedy 
click. Once thereafter he came back 
appearing Alexandria Carly] 
in ‘The Mollusk,’ at the old Garrick 
Thereafter his trips 
business, 
ing cronies, generally meeting them 
at the one time cafe at 42nd and 
Broadway known as the Metropole. 


with e 


here were 


on 


seeing shows and cont 


His American appearances in- 
cluded Rich and Harris shows, “The 
Girl in The Barracks’ (also at the 


‘The Night of The Fourth’ 
One of 


Garrick), 
and ‘The District Attorney.’ 


his early London appearances was 
under the management of Charles 
Frohman in ‘The Girl From Up 


There,’ with Edna May, at the Duke 


of Yorke’s. Last reported appear- 
ance over there was in ‘Apron 
Strings,’ in 1931. 

He never married. There was & 
life-long friendshiv between C¢ ‘ 
nd George M. Cohan and when the 
latter went abroad they were 
separable, Cohan generally 
for the express purpose of seeing his 
pal of other times. 
music by Cimarosa and stunning 
cecor and costumes by de Mola 

‘Pas de Quatre,’ which provided 
a still-recalled display of tempera 


ments when Queen Victoria had fou! 
internationally-known ballerinas give 
a command ballet performance 1) 
1845, and had apparently been uh- 
performed since then, is revived 


with a choreography by Dolin. Al 
most the sole point of interest 1! 
the piece is its sly satire of Vic- 
torian manners. 


Male dancers of the Ballet Thea- 


tre, led by Dolin and Loring, are 
expert and more personable tha 
anyone in the two Russian troupes 
And although the femme _ Balle! 


Theatre members lack the theatrica 
aura and assured grace of such ba! 
lerinas as Danilova, Riabouchinsk 
and Baronova, several of them con 
bine genuine talent with nifty ap 
pearance. Among the most capiiva!l 
ing are Nina Stroganova, Karen Cor 
rad, Nana Gollner, Annabelle Lyo 
iand Alicia Alonso. Hobe. 
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SUBURBANITES ON B’°WAY 


Earlier curtains for the Sunday evening legitimate and musi- 
cal productions on Broadway probably would better suit play-| for Bobby Clark to go into revised 


goers than adherence to the conventional 8:45 openings. 


A 


standard eight o'clock starting time unquestionably would ap- 
eal to a wider audience in the commuting radii. The struggle 
to catch the comparatively few after-theatre trains to suburbs 
was given up years ago by residents of outlying sections. ‘They 
simply stopped attending evening performances of Broadway 


shows. 


For many seasons the film houses had the Sunday evening 
crowds that swarm through the theatre section of New York 


jn search of entertainment. 


This is the first season that the 


Bobby Clark May Go Into 
King’s Revised Musical 


Understood that deal is on the fire 


edition of ‘She Couldn't Say Yes, 
| which is being rewritten by Fred 
Thomson and Arthur Sheekman. 
Dennis King plans to produce new 
| version. New score is being. written 
iby John LaTouche and Vernon 
Duke. 


Wallace. 
| 


HUB WONDERING 





controlling interests of the theatre have agreed upon a program | 
of operating costs which makes it practical to give Sunday per- 


formances. 


The experiment has proved profitable generally. 
Fifteen shows, including five musicals, were open last Sunday | 


- 


night, and nine doubled with matinees. 


Only one attraction (‘Flight to the West’) has experimented 
with the eight o’clock curtain; all the others are holding to the) 


weekday schedules. 


Granted that an earlier starting time on Sundays will require 
a campaign of customer education, the scheme has broad box- 
office potentialities. As a group, the male suburbanite is eco- 


nomically able to pay for higher priced entertainment, but he 


is reluctant to forfeit any time from his precious hours for 


sleeping. Ile is as likely to commit murder as willingly to miss 


the 7:52 a.m. train which takes him to his office in the city 


every morning. 


ABOUT SHOW 
DEARTH 





| 
| Boston legit houses face virtually 


a showless spring. Currently it has 
| but one play, ‘Life Wife Father.’ 
|Only other show definitely booked 
there is ‘Cabin in The Sky,’ March 
{10, with nothing else aiming that 
|} way until close Easter. Boston 
doesn’t understand but 


there may be a reason, while most 
of Broadway is not 
dearth of Hub bookings. 





10 


why, hints 


A not insurmountable problem in connection with earlier| The road is prospering, what there 


Sunday evening curtain times is the readjustment of the play- 
ers to a shorter period of rest between matinee and evening per- 
By common assent the matinee curtains rise at 


formances. 
3 o'clock. 





Enticing the metropolitan suburbanite to the theatre is a 
showmanship problem that should intrigue the ingenuity of 
every manager. ‘The average commuter 


|is of it, so Boston is guessing whether 
it is being passed up on purpose. Up 
there they seem aware that Phila- 
/delphia, Washington and Baltimore 
j}are getting the tryouts and think 





that Boston should get its share, as | 


| was the case earlier in the season. 
In New York it was stated that 
there is nothing undercover 


theatre. He could be persuaded, however, if he were guaranteed | merely a booking lapse that some- 
to be home and in bed before midnight. 


Big Wash. Birthday Influx May Presage 


Fine Spring-Summer Season on Bway 


If the influx to New York the 
latter part of last week is an indi- 
cation of spring and summer possi- 
bilities, the prediction that Broadway 
will have a prosperous summer will 
be accurate. Grosses soared from 
Thursday on. Friday and Saturday 
performances were jammed at many 
theatres and a record number of 
standees was claimed. 

While Washington’s birthday (22) 


is usually the peak of the legit sea- | of 


— 


j 
| 
| 


| beneficial, 


son, observers say there was a record |! 


influx of out-of-towners. 
having fallen on Saturday, did 
provide an opportunity for 
matinees, but was a natural 
visitors because of the weekend. That 
many remained in town on Sunday 


Holiday, 
not 


extra | 
for | 


was indicated by the excellent thea- | 


tre attendance that day. There will 
be a falling off of legit b.o. for the 
next three weeks, what with the ap- 
proach of the federal income tax 
deadline, March 15, also the begin- 
ning of Lent today (Wed.). 
Post-March Upswing 
After March it expected that 
business will start upward again, as 


is 








MGRS. HYPO LEGIT BIZ 


VIA STUDE CUT-RATES 





While efforts to bolster Broadway 
theatre attendance among suburban- 
ites, through ‘organizing ‘the audi- 
ences,” have not been materially 
the movement {ts being 
furthered by the managerial League 
New York Theatres. It has ob- 
ained definite results in attracting 
students through the cooperation 
of the English Teachers Assn. Shows 
which have principally benefitted so 
far are ‘Twelfth Night’ (St. James) 
and ‘Flight to the West’ (Guild). 

Up to this week around 4,000 
tickets for the Shakespearean work 


| have been sold to pupils, mostly in 


| tickets 


money expended for defense should | 


Start filtering 
business channels 

is an increasing interest in spring 
production by managers and the 
prospects are for more activity than 
indicated last month. 

Number of better known produc- 
tion offices readying new plays is 
increasing. In the van now are Gil- 
bert Miller, with a drama called 
‘R.A.F.’;; Herman Shumlin, 
ing a new Lillian Hellman play; 
Theatre Guild, with ‘Hope for a Har- 
vest’; Al Lewis (with Max Siegal), 
doing ‘Open House’ (was ‘Bundles 
From Britain’); John Golden with 


through to general 


by then. 


These do not include quite a list of 


new shows slated during spring by | 


lesser known managers. 

It appears that several 
companies will figure in spring pro- 
duction. Film people may have be- 
come interested on the strength of 
‘Lady in The Dark’ (Alvin), a smash 
in which Paramount owns a goodly 
share, also ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (Bel- 
asco), which is moderately success- 
ful. This show is wholly backed by 
Metro. 

Closings 


There | 


| 


rehears- | 


high schools. Teachers stated last 
week they could dispose of all the 
they could be allotted for 
‘Flicht.” Student admissions are at 
reduced rates, so that theatres with 
sizable balcony capacities are in line 
to get that class of patronage. 

Teachers make recommendations 
to students and a few are taboo, 
while other shows are not available 
because of flourishing business. Both 
‘Night’ and ‘Flight’ are in their final 
weeks. 


‘Fantasia’ Preem Winds 
Up Cleve. Legit Early 


Cleveland, Feb. 25 
Hanna is winding up its winter 
legit season on or about March 17, 
after which Walt Disney engineers 
will wire house for road-showed run 


|of ‘Fantasia,’ opening in latter part 
P < : ; |of March. 
Theatre,’ as previously mentioned. | 


| 
| 


picture i;of March 10. 


‘Flight to’ the West’ is in its final | 


’ 


week at the Guild. ‘Tanyard Street 


suddenly stopped at the Little Sat- 
urday (22). No new shows are 
} P 

Slated for arrival next week, but 


Legit curtain-closer will be Chi- 
cago company of ‘Man Who Came 
To Dinner,’ with Clifton Webb, week 
Although first half 
of Hanna's season was heavy and 
profitable in bookings, Dante’s cur- 


rent ‘Sim Sala Bim’ is the only show | 


it was able to corral for February, 
with Katharine Cornell in ‘Doctor's 
Dilemma following it week of 
March 3. 


week of March 10 will see the pre- 
mieres of ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 
Shubert: ‘Five Alarm Waltz,’ Play- 
house, and ‘They Walk Alone,’ Gol- 





den. This week has two openings: 
‘The Talley Method,’ Miller, and 
‘Brooklyn Biarritz,’ Royale. 


jtimes occurs when there are a 
limited number of shows on the 
road. Interested people, however, 


|are guessing whether producers are 
dodging the Shubert-Herrick head- 
ache in the Hub. 
agers have complained that 
rick’s, a ticket agency, has hogged 
the tickets and that the agency is 
|controlled by the Shuberts. Latter 
deny this. 


Shuberts operate most of Boston’s 
legiters, exceptions being the Colon- 


i 





ial (Erlanger’s) and the Repertory, | 
an independent house where ‘Father’ | 


lis berthed. During the show ‘scar- 
| city the Shubert staff there is mostly 
| off the payroll, 





‘Ice to Tour for Three 
Wks., Then Returns To 
N.Y.; Joe Cook Leaving 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ the rink re- 
| vue at the Center, Radio City, will 
go on the road for three weeks, final 
showing of the present performance 
being March 8. Joe Cook, who is 
the top feature, will play out of town, 
then leaves the outfit. After 
western appearances, ‘Ice’ will re- 
turn to the Center April 3 with the 








addition or new _ specialty turns 
from the Sonja Henie ‘Hollywood 
Ice Revue, which recently ended 
its tour. 

‘Ice’ drew its biggest gross since 
New Year’s last week, when it got 
$36,000, topping Broadway. Show 


had been playing Sunday night right 


along, then recently Sabbath mat- 
inees were added. Matinee last Sun- 
day (23) grossed $4,600, which 


doubled the afternoon takings of the 
initial matinee on that day the week 
previous 
First 
March 1 


out-of-town date will be 

2 at the Chicago stadium, 
where ‘Ice’ will play 12 d Spot 
is operated by Arthur M. Wirtz, who 
with Miss Henie produced the revue 
at the Center. Indianapolis arena, 
also operated by Wirtz and associ- 
ates, will follow prior to the return 


waa * ry? Jocc? 
Divas, ‘Hellz’ and Passion 
. " 
Play Set at N. O. Aud 
New Orleans, Feb. 25. 
Municipal Auditcrium here, which 
cored heavily recently with an ap- 
pearance by Jeanette MacDonald, 
has been booked almost solidly into 
the spring. Manager Irwin F. Poche 


has set, among other things, Metro- 
politan Opera, four-day stand of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and Passion Play. 

Miss MacDonald two weeks ago 
ang to a capacity house wit id- 
ditional chairs an tancdee take 

j was $5.500 for the aie 


Only people of original cast | 
to be retained are King and Charles | 


aware of the | 


; | about | 
is a stranger to the the Boston situation, and that it is 


Number of man- | 
Her- | 


| 


engagements 


| 


mid- | 


| with Carroll 
|here with 


Equity May Take Stand Against Gratis 





‘Wonderful Time’ Suit 
Must Be Tried March 4 


Suit of Henry Rose, author. against 
/Mare Connelly, Arthur Kober and 
Mitchell Grayson, charging the 
plagiarism of an unpublished play, 
called ‘Silent Shears.’ in the de- 
fendants’ ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ 
must go to trial March 4, 1941. Fed- 
eral Judge Henry Warren Goddard, 
Monday (24), denied a plea by the 
defendants for a further delay of 
the trial. 

Defense had submitted an affidavit 
by Arthur Kober, author of ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ which stated he 
had been called to California on 
Feb. 15 on a four-week guarantee 
|for Samuel Goldwyn to do _ the 
screen play on ‘Little Foxes,’ and 
would be unavailable until April 1. 
| Plaintiff charged that the trial had 
|been delayed sufficiently already. 
Action seeks an injunction, account- 
ing of profits and damages. 





Equity Council Nixes 
Proposal to Remove 
Curb on Performers 





Two proposals made at Equity’s 
|last quarterly meeting, placed in 
committees and then submitted to the 
‘council, have been rejected by the 
|latter body. One idea was to delete 
a stipulation in the standard con- 
tracts that gives exclusive services 
of players to managers. The other 
was to permit juniors to vote and 
drops the requirement that they be 
members for two vears, or appear for 
50 weeks before attaining senior rat- 


ing. It was a foregone conclusion 
that the latter proposal would be 
turned down. 


There was quite some discussion 
over the exclusive service provision. 
One of the prevailing arguments 
that killed the proposal was that 
| when players in shows take outside 


engagements {t keeps others who 
may be unemployed out of jobs. 
Indicated that doubling is frowned 


|} upon by council, but it does not bar 
| members from so doing. 

Another argument against dron- 
ping the clause is that players who 
take outside jobs are liable be 
unable to give their best stage per- 
formances. This. it is said. is par- 
ticularly true when those with stage 

do i picture work 
the day under kleig 
lights. Further pointed out players 
may secure permission from _ pro- 
ducers to take extraneous assign- 


to 


throughout 


| ments, so it is not necessary to make 
' the deletion. 


Actors also may pro- 
vide for such possible opportunities 
by addiny a rider to the contract at 
the time of being engaged 

Around Equity it 1s said that there 
have been few complaints from man- 
agers about the matter. Proposal 
arose when Carol Bruce, in ‘Loui- 
siana Purchase.” accepted night club 
and radio annearances without the 
consent. of Buddy De Sylva and 
Irving Berlin, the producers. She 
was fined by Equity. Singer was 
given permission for some outside 
appearances, with stipulations. 


‘Lawyer’ in Work 
For Chi Showing 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

First Chicago production in vear: 
will be ‘See My Lawyer.’ George 
Abbott show of last season, which 
goes into rehearsal this week to 
open in the Selwyn on March 16. Set 
from the original New York cast are 
Mary Rolfe and Robin Raymond, 
Ashburn, stave chief 
‘Life With Father,’ on 


‘loan by Oscar Serlin to direct the 


show. Also in from N. Y. for the 
show will be Jack Sheehan. who 
clicked in Chi in ‘Three Men on a 


Horse” and Nat Cantor. 
Willie Shore, Chi nitery performer. 
will make his legit debut in the role 


played in the N. Y. company by Mil- 
ton Berle. Robert Russell is pro- 
ducing. 

Dick Skinner, co-prceducer of 
‘Charley’s Aunt, at the Cort. N. Y 
to Pittsburgh to look over t Cor- 
nevie Teck drama sch proc 10) 
of ‘Dawn in Lyoness th { e: 
j of a p ible Broadwa\ f itor 


Army Camp Shows; ‘Hellz’ An Issue 





Equity is expected to take a stand 
and insist on pay to actors playing 
army camps, whether they agree to 
,;make gratis appearances or not. 
| Matter came to a head when ‘Heliza- 


poppin’ was shown at Camp Dix, 
N. J.. Monday (23) night. 

Olsen and Johnson andthe 
Shuberts okayed the trip to the 


camp, but it developed that admis- 
, sion was Charged, proceeds to go to 
enlisted men’s relief. Because it was 
a benefit. Alan Correli, of the Thea- 
tre Authority stepped in. Ata meet- 
ing of the company after a per- 
formance Correlli stated that, as 
there are no proper sanitary accom- 
modations for women, it would be 
inadvisable to take the whole com- 
pany to Dix and suggested that 
specialty turns in the revue would 
suffice. Olsen made a patriotic ap- 
peal to the company and all ex- 
pressed a desire to play the camp. 
Pointed out that it might have been 
embarrassing if any voted no. 
No Layoff 

Equity officials frowned on the 
date, saying that as the show piayed 
four performances on Saturday and 
Sunday, the players should not have 
been deprived of the Monday layoff. 
First it was planned to send the 
players to Dix in army trucks, but 
Equity at least got a concession and 
busses were used. It was reported 
that another matter had nearly pro- 
voked a row. Seems that the 
trainees bought tickets at 55c., but 
those tickets were recalled because 
officers wanted to see “Hellz’ and 
paid at the rate of $1.50 and $1. 


Position of Equity is partly based 
on plans for entertainment in camps 
which have made no provision for 
stage shows. Advices from the 
Coast state that small theatres have 
been built in army camps there for 
the showing of pictures, but there 
are no stages. These ‘houses’ seat 
around 500 and at some camps five 


such buildings have been erected, 
instead of a large theatre. 

The limited capacity means a 
higher cost of operation. Declared 


that the army is paying for the films 
and, if there is money for that pur- 
pose there should be expenditures 
for stage performances. It had been 
previously understood that no coin 
had been allotted for camp diversion. 
Equity people believe that the 
camps could provide jobs for around 
2.000 players who would tour in pro- 
posed legit and vaude units. 
Units Starting 
First of the entertainments 
sored by the Friends of the Soldiers 
of New York Committee to play 
army camps is currently in produc- 


spon- 


tion under the direction of Bobby 
Sanford. It’s a three-act unit titled, 
‘Train Blazing Revue’ and opens a 
three-and-a-half-week tour March 3 
at Fort McClellan, Anniston, Ala, 
From there the unit goes to Fort 
Benning, Columbus, Ga. then to 


Camp Stuart, near Savannah, plus a 
date at Fort Bragg, Fayetteville, 
N. C., before working north. 
Freddie Lightner, Nelson and Hart 
and a line of six girls comprise the 
show. All the talent is being paid, 
plus being given first-class r.r. trans- 
portation to make the jumps. 
Shows will charge an admission 


land deficits between the cost of the 
i} unit 
| pected, will be made up by the lay- 


and the gross, which are ex- 
men’s committee. Only one show a 
night will be given and some of the 


camp dates will run to a full week. 


TEXAS FAIR DICKERING 


FOR SHUBERT OPERETTA 


Dallas, Feb. 25. 
It now appears certain that the 
Texas State Fair will present 10 
weeks of summer operetta next 


July, August and September. A deal 
is in the works with J. J. Shubert. 

The only possibie hitch in signing 
of the contract is that the State Fair 





will not undertake the obligation 
unless the Wholesale Merchants 
Assn. and other groups underwrite 
a portion of the obligation. 
New Brown U. Musical 
| Proviczence, R. I, Feb. 25. 
‘Run for Your Life’ is the title of 
the annual musical revue to be pre- 
ented by the undergraduate musical 
on, the Brownbrokers, at 
Brown University and Pembroke 
‘ May 5-10. 
i Shov based on Life mag. 
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Holiday Weekend Hypoes Bway; 
’, $17,000; ‘Corn’, $20,500; ° 


‘Arsenic 


Lay’ ‘Hattie 


Estimates for Last Week 

Ke C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Rev { : M (Mu cal), I (Fa ce), 
Oo (Ope etta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(6th week) (CD-938: $3.30) Influx 
of visitors for Washington's Birth- 
dav boosted grosses, but this laugh 
show can't gross more thén it is reg- 
istering: they are standing up at all 
performances; $17,000 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (2lst week) ¢R-1 150 $3.30). 
Got good re of weekend 1 1 and 
gro went to over $16.50 sale re- 
Guced from $4.40 starting wee 
which may better he lance 
whether gross will improve ques- 


tionable 


*‘Brocklyn Biarritz,” Royale § (C- 
1.047: $3.30) Presented »y Marie 
Louise E and Claren Tavlor 
“ ten bv Bea » \ Howe 


ard Robert Newmar 
dav (27) 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
18th week) (M-1,2 14: $3.39) Las 
two weeks for colored musical: went 
to over $14,000 last week, in im- 
provement; indefinite tour ptanned. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (2nd week) cCD- 
712; $3.30). Distinctly ma draw, 
but night business also exce'lent and 
new comedy looks set far. stay; 
quoted over $13.000 last weck. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. 
(4th week) (R-1.325: $3.30). Best tak- 
ings so far last week, when gross 
was quoted around $15,900; strong 
Saturday materially helped; earned 


operating proft. 
‘Flight to the West,’ Guild 
» H ) = | 
3.30). Final and = ninth 
show, which attracted att 


hardly 


(D-956; 
for 
but 


tn \- 
WeEeK 


ention 


enough attendance: around 

$6.000 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Lyceum (18 week) (C-1,004: $3.30) 
Somewhat improved last week, when 
the takings were around $9,000: still 
turning some pro } weekly 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Win Garden 
(12 \ < (R-1,67 1: $3.20 Clean- 
up revue holding up to real money 
and ok f long stayer not yet in 
sight: $26,000: may get 1ore this 
week, what with two performances 
Sunday 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (20th 
week) (R-3087; $2.75). Got biggest 
money in town last week: enormous 
business a veekend; $36,000: also 
played matinee and n Sunday to 
great biz; leaves temporarily next 
week. , 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (23d 


week) (D-1,016: 
$9.000, which 


— 


$3.30) 
was best 


Topped 
gross to date; 











| 

NOW APPEARING 
EARL CARROLL'S THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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| 
CLAVTON | 
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| CO-STARRING 

| IN RECORD BREAKING 
| “HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 

© 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 




















JACK 
DURANT 


Featured in 
GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 








ee 


326, All Capacity 


B 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Lillian Hellman 
1an Shumilin. 


‘Open House’ 





(Bun 
‘Gabrielle’—Royland Leigh. 
‘Native Son’—Orson 
‘nn Houseman, 


drama—Her- 


les from 
ritain’')—Al Lewis, Siegal. 


Welles, 


‘Your Loving Son’—Kennedy, 


l omingdale, Loew! 
‘They Walk Alone’—‘B e 
yar, 


n 


we 





} 
benefitted from holiday influx and Bi 
ilso Sundays. 

Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (5th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). No attrac- 
tion in higher demand than this new 
play with music: just a matter of 
tandees:; gross more than $32,000. | 

‘Life With Father.’ Empire (67th / 


week) (C-1.005; $3.20), New hits 
still have not affected pace of last | 
eason’s standout laugh show, which 


topped $18,000 last week. 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 





Terrific 


Roads’ Sth Wash. 
Repeat, 11 Shows, 
$19,700 


| has been booked so far ahead. 


| Must Fall,’ 


| 





| nine performances, 


‘Eileen’, $11,000, Looks OK in Chi; 
‘DuBarry’, $22,000; ‘Father’ $16,300 





‘Hellz’ Second Pitt 
Week Great $31,700 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
*‘Hellzapoppin’ smashed 
aati last week at Nixon in second 





+ 





through | 


‘and final stanza of its local engage- | 


ment, grabbing estimated $31,700 in 


| $3,000 better than show did on open- 


| er, 


differences representing extra 


matinee which management was 


| forced to insert Friday (21). 


Touring version of Olsen-Johnson 
hit could have stayed on here indefi- 
nitely, since there were thousands 


, clamoring for the littie ducats that 


(39th week) (C-1.450; $4.40). Soon 
entering 10th month and copping 
plenty of sugar: rdted over $27.000, 
which was an increase; ought to stay 
into summer, Washington, Feb. 25. 
‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music ‘Tobacco Road’ pulled out of the | 
Box (71st week) -1,013; $3.30). National theatre Sunday midnight | 
7 & j 
Perked up further: registered ca-! (23) with approximately $19,700 in 
p y I v and Saturday, with the the till for 11 performances at $1.65 | 
rross well over $12,500 top, and left even the most hard-bit- 
‘Meet the People.’ Mansfield (9th ten, local showmen B608. Show, | 
veek) (R-1.000: $3 30). Cc; 1imed its Which has played seven engagements 
best week since sta sross ap- here before, was booked for its 
proached $12.000 level: has not fared | farewell’ appearance, 
peed PRs basst : By opening curtain, week was sold | 
s well as exvected, but turning t. + alia | Sve arta Seg 
some ei profit. out almost soli hree extra per- | 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Belasco (6th 


formances were tonend in via Friday 


North,’ matinee and tw shows Sunday. 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Also regis- They promptly si sd out, too. Show, 
tered best mark since opening. with John Barton, played eight per- 
with takings he pagent ol $12,000; formances here last year at same 
should play well into spring. scale and only rolled up $12,000 

‘My Sister Eileen.’ Bi 0 (9th Current figure is all the more amaz- 
week) (CD-991: $3.30). Going along, ing. when it is considered that two 
to capacity plus, with gross upward | Of the three extra shows were mats 
of $16.500: Chicago company started at $1.10 tops. Without the Sunday 


rather well and should click there 





show 


current Balto week’s gross, 


7s, which may 


be tacked on the 
the take 


weren't there. It’s likely that 
‘Hellz’ will be brought back for a re- 
turn engagement before the end of 


| the season if route can be rearranged. 


Nixon is set for flock 
first time all-year house 


At moment, 
of shows, 
is current; then comes ‘Night | 
‘Blossom Time,” return of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Helen 
Hayes-Maurice Evans’ 
Night,’ and Ethel Waters in ‘Cabin 
in the Sky.’ 


LUNTS’ $30,000 IN S. F. 


Animal’ 





BEST ON TOUR THUS FAR 





San Franclsco, Feb. 25 
All records on the Lunts’ current 
tour were broken here last veek 
with approximately $30,000 in the 
coffers for their final nine perform- 


‘Twelfth | 


That was almost | 





‘Mz ale | 


| 


| 








Chicago, Feb. 25 

Current legit trade is nothing to 
complain about. New entry of last 
week, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ came up 
with ‘a set of excellent noti ces and 
looks fair to stick for some time in 
the Harris. 

Last night (Monday), the secon1 cf 
what is hoped to be an operetta s°a- 
son got underway in the Grard 
Show is ‘Student Prince’ and follows 
a surprisingly g good run of ‘Blossom 
Time. 

Two more weeks for 
Was a Lad which has 
money machine in the Erlanger. 
House will follow with Dante and 
Sim Sala Bim. ‘Life With Father,’ 
now in its second year here, will 
stick until June 1. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (5th and 
final week) (1,200; $2.75). Went off 
Saturday (22) after fine five-week 
stay. with business holding to good 
$8,000 for final. ‘Student Prince’ re- 
placed last night (Monday). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
(9th week) (1,300; $3.30). Has been 
doing remarkable business and only 
just beginning to slip. Two more 
weeks and then heads for road 
Came up with fat $22,000 last week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone (53d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Week after 
week this troupes along. steadily. 
Upon entering second year attend- 
ance jumped with gross quoted at 
$16,300. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (ist 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Good word-of- 
mouth on this one should make it a 
sticker despite opening week at 
$11,000. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(10th week) (1,200; $1). Just beg 

ning to show cracks and may go out 
in a month or so. Tapering only 


*‘DuBarry 
been a 


ine 


| slightly, however, at $8,000. 











CORNELL-MASSEY BIG 
$27,300 IN DET. PREEM 


~ Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Always a heavy draw here, w here 
lshe prepped in the Bonstelle com- 
|} pany _— has premiered many of 
her pl Katharine Cornell plaved 
to caps oie on the opening week of 
CG. B. Shaw’s ‘The Doctor's Dilemma.’ 

The fact that critics were enthu 
astie for the cast, including Raymond 


‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (8t} 
week) (C-939: $330) . Got ge here was $16,000. | ances at the Curran in “There Shall 
ty sae of te oe i ‘ie Mahe ages. Current is ‘The Man Who Came |! Be No Night.” Week before they did 
ni ”~ — a ae aes ‘ no" to Dinner’ with Alexander Woollcott, | almost as much in eight shows. Only 
sant Se sudstantla 8 booked in fer two weeks and looks | one to better the Lunts’ take at the 
eee ee like close to a sellout, too. | Curran was Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor - Regina,’ who had $1 top in gallery, | 
(2d week) (C-898: $3.30) Has not whereas same seats for ‘Night’ sold} 
wn much of a draw so far, but (I AIRF MERIVAT F 136, for 50 cents. 
cor > imnrovemen le reek: , Pr Fe = aa 4 : F 
ton 1 $F of “if f * prtsren, ac i . Maid in the Ozarks’ fs holding up 
round 90,000; sald to better even 1] well mR the Alcazar, where $5,500 | 
shin U T B PHIL' y CRIX |< s highly satisfactory for its fourth | 
‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (9th week) w veak at $1.65 top. 
(M 1,1¢ {- $4 Af) Set f ru } —_— — ——— = i. 
bus at ty fr t at Philadelphia, Feb. 25 
1) } ( vos tly ff a some mat- Levit bi ; oh C as | 
at SALE 52 on © mal .egit biz was good again last week, | urren 0a ows 
inees: over $22.000. , i , | 
‘ . . i though one of the two entries} 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 48th St. (17th! .. 1 to do a whale of al (Feb. 26-March 8) | 
week) (M-1.347: $4.40). No letup in whien promise¢ 0 a0 a wre wee et A 
the standee draw of this musical) trade suffered by adverse criticism | , 
mash, which continues to top $32,-' and word-of-mout! | Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
ST i . Ww en ontl if uC LO > anc VOrda-oOl- outn 
{ Rete: anes , ' a ; a Mun. ¢ lew Yrlean (27-28); 
000 right along, ‘The Male Animal.’ in its second Mun. aud., New Orleans (27 3); 
rae 9 Die _ th | and final week at the Locust, where eon H. S., Tallahassee, Fla. (1); 
Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (48th! and final week at the Locust, where ; ™ ' . 2). O] 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Went up| it played on ATS subscription series, City aud., Orlando, Fla. (3); Oly we 
quite a chunk and about the best! hit very neat $14,500. ‘The Mechay- 1, Miami (5); Aud., Daytona Beach, 
gross except Christmas: — at|ical Heart’ (‘Talley Method’), play- | Fla, (6); Mun. aud., August, Ga. (7); 
$10.500; stays here, ‘The Doctor's Di- ing a §s len!y-booked sir wet Avcock aud., Greensboro, N. C. (8). 
lemma’ neninge at ft > + the “orrest met unf ) le no- i > - : } 7 
ee ee a oe Shubert next ¢: vb 1 1 of I a ‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Mat ll) 
veek, ice | Word-o! O Né 5 1 7.) : 
mn , A ee ee _ph lin Merivale er got co. | —Davidson, Milwaukee (26-1); Cox, 
*‘Tanyard Street,’ Little. Taken off ae 000 _ = Cincinnati (3-8) 
last Saturday, played two weeks to, *°% $1. wv apart oe , : 
di our raging attendar me Estimates for Last Week ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
(ii ul Lik act ssa ice { 
ar ‘Mechanical Heart’ For (one. Cornell Raymond Massev )—Cox., 
‘The Cues Is Green,’ National (13th) weer onlv) (1.800: $3.42 Names of | ¢ ree ai ; es 
veek) 1 £2 2 T PS aen. Sir er of Facaniael Bo, aN © Cincinnati (26-1); Hanna, Cleveland | 
week (D-1,162: $3.20) More Ty Cc! my Morival notent. but | 
tandees than usual for first ¢ re | S ee : A ° (3-8). } 
. ‘ | I I and I t . 7 4 
natic hit tl se sent takin tO | p ‘ , ond : wi ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
6 ( i 1 ina Wa 
$20,500; no straight pla tting aS «12 9n0_n eet gay tom Grand, Chicago (26-8). 
widenony M: ce Schwartz o n tonisht ‘Five Alarm Waltz’—McCarter, 
‘The Talley Method,’ Miller (CD-| (Tuesday) in ‘Sends 3 or two | Princeton (1); Maryland, Baltimore 
940; $3.30) Presented by the Plavy- | weeks. (3-8) 
wrights written by S. N. Behrman; ‘Male Animal’ Locust (2d week) ‘Hellzapoppin’—Ryan aud. Nash- 
opened Monday (24) after veral | (1,500; $2.85). Good trade for thi ie. Tenn. (26): Erlanger "At! nta 
postponements; fairly good pres one on ATS subscription Seconda | Vs) SERB. Nae), See, ee 
bs . ——— oe : (27a) )? sanier au ontrcomeryv 
‘Tobacco Road.’ Forrest (375th | week gave it $14.500 Ruth and Paul - 1 ’ t piel y d., Ra * + ry» 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Picture ver-| Draper here now for week, Ala. (3); Te nple, Birmingh im (4-9) 
sion did not dent the champ stayer, | i aera | Aud, Memphis (6-8). 
which drew standee late in week | | ‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
and approached $7,000: plenty okay | Name Concert Dates | Blackstone, Chicago (26-8). } 
5+ ceonale . y } 
ee | ‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
Revivals | (Feb, 26-March 5) |—Repertory, Boston (26-1); Walnut, 
‘Twelfth Night, ’ St. James (13th | — - Phila. (3-8), 
week) (D-1,526: $4.40) Another . . = | y » (7 That ~ : 
Anoth aay eee sittle Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
week to go and then to irs; went to Png Eddy ae 1 gi seis Mo —Carolin Co] beens S C \R)\- 
$15,000; standees in Friday and Sat- PUe (27); Mun. aud., New Orlean cto hit orueongalee + ees 
fines Ot ativnn Bcc? hob” odd fe qq M . Je M (3): | Carolina, Charleston, §. C. (27); 
rday; ‘Native Son ext attraction . - * : : : 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (19th week) Aud., Chat yga (5 Iu aud., Savannah (28); Miller 
C-1,064; $3.30 Went forward with Jose Iturbi—With ( nati svm Au ta, Ga. (1); Winthrop college 
the field t week: takings ap-! yh MM ~ Hall ¢ $3 (92 1) Rock Hi S. C. (3); Carolina, C ! 
pr ached $10,00 )0 level, wt h me ae ; : lotte. N. C. (4): State alopiogh WN ‘ 
another profitable gross for old Lotte Lehmann—Williams College ‘ ‘ Pe og Raleis » N. | 
; 7 pronean: B1 ” wan 1751) " »); Carolina, Durham, N. C. (6) 
lat igh show W amstown, Mass. (4), : (oa 
r on Y Vi j , Carolina, Winston-Salem, N. C. (7) 
Added gee oe ee W '- Acad. Music, Roanoke, Va. (8 
R: ‘theatre’ M etic , cester, vlass io2;* FF » ] nourg . " 7 
‘Ballet The atre, Majestic. Looks aie boa ’ - 3 TE, Littlefield Ballet—Page aud., Dur- 
ane earlier ballets hurt this one’s | Mass. (9 ham, N C. (27): Women's college 
cnances; disappointing busine but Sergei Rachmaninof—With Phil ales : pany : 
; 7 ’ , . With lli- | Greensbor Y 8-1) Ay 
two performances Sunday may help. harmonic-Symphony, Carnegie. Hall : eensboro, N. C (28-1) Aud., 
— IN. 'Y. aa. €pie fall, Charleston, W. Va. (3). 
YT. (27-28) , r 
i-20), ‘Male Animal’—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
‘ S ang s Intan 4ha- . Re ° iroinic ‘ 7 
‘FATHER’, ALONE IN HUB, |. 2%, SrtpsPstc, teste et Vin, Wheeling Wa 
Hamilton, Ont. (27); Columbia Univ., | (3); Park, Younstown, O. (4): Colo- | 
° . AT aches T « a . " ‘ « 
me R N. Y. (1); H. S., Nashua, N H. (3); nial, Akron, O. (5); Weller, Zanes- 
Chapin aud., South Hadley, Mass. | ville, O. (6): Aud., Louisville (7-8). 


(4), 





Boston, Feb. 25. | 

‘Life With Father’ finishing up 
its sensational run of 22 weeks here, 
without any opposition. Demand for 
seats for the two final stanzas has 
been so strong that it’s clearly indi- 


to 
a> 











After be in £ 





lark for six wee 


- 


cated the play did not wear out its Hartman theatre eee last Sere 
wiienenn oa é os Rapes wtb ’ nls: ti with Dante and the ‘Sim Sala Bim 
: ee gees nat @ return engage- troupe. First hocus pocus at house 
;ment is in order within a year. | since 1929 found pickings slim. pull- 
|*Father’ garnered approximately | jing estimated $5.700 in eight per 
| $15,000 for the 2st week. Maas CC 
formances at $1.50 ton 

| Ruth and Paul Dri per come in for ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ with Kath 
a single week Ma rch 3, and ‘Cabin! rine Cornell, current (24- ), wit 
in the Sky’ is s] i for two frames, | ‘Man V C n- 
starting Marc} 1 Otherwise the ) : for k of 
advance slate is bare 10 


Dante 5!4G in Columbus 07-1 
Columbus, Feb. 25. 


s, the 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
|} ton Webb)—Arcadia, 
(26); Mun. aud., 
); H. S. aud., 


(Clif- 


Kansas City, 


Omaha (3): Shrine 


Wichita, Kans. | 
Mo. | 


| 


aud., Des Moines (4); Iowa, Cedar | 
Rapids (5); Orpheum, Davenport 
(6); Parkway, Madison, Wis drs 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ lex- 
ander Woollcott)—National, Wash- 


ington 


(26-8), 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Herris, Chi- 
igo (26-8), 
‘Nig ht Must Fall’ (Florence Reed 
: Mon yomery )—Ca De. 
t (26 nm, Pittsburgh (3-8) 
Orlg zinal Ballet Russe Lyri Bal- 


| 


Massey, but less enthusia for the 
brittle Shaw piece failed to chill 
Detroit’s partiality for the stars, 
Gross was approximately $27,300 for 
the week at $3.30 top. 

The play moved out to play a 
split-week between Columbus and 
Cincinnati and a week in Cleveland 


before a New York opening 


‘Road’ Trying Sundays 
In Balto; life, $14,800 


Baltimore, Feb. 25 

Sixth visit of ‘Tobacco Road’ 
tap at Ford’s here this week, wv 

ws planned for seven-day stop 
$1.67 top. It will be first legiter 
tempting Sunday matinee and n! 
performance since the repeal of the 
blue laws here some six years ago 

Last week ‘Time of Your Life,’ in 
on heels of two extra solid sessions 
of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
felt some letup | at the b O., drawing & 


200 a 
OUV @ 


fairi h fig 
$2 76 top. 


sure estima at $14, 


timore (26-27); Acad. Music, Phila 
(28-1): Palacio Belles Artes 
City (6-8). 
‘Pins and Needles’—Studebaker, 
Chicago (26-8). 
‘Pygmalion’ 





(Ruth Chatterton)— 


Curran, San Francisco (26-8) 

Ruth and Paul Draper—L 
Philadelphia (26-1); Plymouth, Bos- 
ton (3-8) 

San Carlo Opera—Liberty a 
Al Paso, Texas (26); Philharn 
aud., Los Angeles( 28-8). 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Hanna 
Cleveland (26-1); Royal Alexandra 
Toronto (3-8) 


‘Student Prince’—Grand, Ch 
(26-8). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (26-8). 


icago 


(Elsa Lanches- 


‘They Walk Alone’ 
ter)—Shubert, New Haven (6-8). 
‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow]- 
ing)—Mun. aud., Springfield, Mass 
(26); Bushnell aud., Hartford (27); 


Shubert, New Haven (28-1); Play- 
house, Provid ence (3-4); Erie, Sche- 
nec tady, N. Y. (3 ); Empire, S3 ra- 


cuse (6); Masonic aud., Rochester, 
Ns Ze Cree) 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Ford’s, Baltimore (26-1); Lyric 


Va Nor- 
(6-8). 
Public 


Forrest, 


Richmond, (3-5); Colonial, 
folk, Va. 
Yiddish 


hwart) 


Theatre (Maurice 


S Phila. (26-8). 
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Broadway 





Harry Kaufman on annual visit to 
Hot Springs. 

Majorie Gateson in town, probably 
going into a play. 

Bill Brandt remaining in Florida 
for balance of the season. 

Earl Carroll was in from Holly- 
wood, planing back last Saturday. 

Tom Connors of Metro on a fish- 
ing trip off the Florida coast. 

Bill Scully, U’s distribution head, 
expected back from Miami next 


reek. 

Wirving Berlin Palm Beaching it 
with his ex-brother-in-law, E. Ray 
Goetz. / 

Guy Kibbee personaling at first-run 
showings of ‘Scattergood Baines’ in 
the east. aie , F 

Stanton Griffis cut his Florida stay 
short, returning to town middle of 
last week. : ‘ 

Boyd Crawford, legit and radio 
actor, confabbing a deal to go to the 
Coast for screen test. ; 

Gilbert Miller went to Florida, but 
due back Friday (28) to ready 
‘R.A.F.,’ a new play. 

Lucille Watson arrived in N. Y. 
from the Coast to start rehearsals in 
Herman Shumlin’s new legit. 

The Richard Davises (he’s drama 
critic of the Milwaukee Journal) in 
town to look over the shows. 

Walter Gould, United Artists for- 
eign chief, vacationing until next 
week with his family in Florida. 

Vincent Sardi, Jr., dislocated cou- 

le of vertebrae, but continuing 

elping his father at their restau- 
rant. 

Montague Gowthorpe, comptroller 
of Par theatres, got back Friday (21) 
from a tour of the south and south- 
west. 

Ed Peskay, Hal Roach’s eastern 
rep, to the Coast Friday (21) to con- 
fab on campaign for ‘Topper Re- 
turns.’ 

More than 100 turned out-at the 
Polish restaurant fete in tribute to 
J. C. Nugent, vet actor-author, on 
Monday (24). 

Ted O’Shea has just covered the 
exchanges in the newly-created cen- 
tral division of which he was made 
head recently. 

New York’s tracks will have 175 
days of racing this year, starting 
April 12 at Jamaica, where the meet- 
ing will be 25 days. 

Bob O’Donnell, who has an interest 
in Jimmy Webb, fighter, was up for 
the ring battle Friday (21) in which 
Webb scored a knockout. 

John Latham Toohey (son of John 
Peter), special press rep on ‘Life 
With Father,’ 
Coan, a non-pro, in April. 

Marvin Froman of National Screen 
is one of the town’s ace rhumba 
dancers, his favorite partner being 
Gloria Shaff, also of National. 

Returning from Florida in his car 
and parking it a few minutes on the 
way home, Al Wilkie was robbed of 
his trunk and other valuables. 

Lawrence Stessin of the American 
Arbitration Assn. was in Boston over 
the weekend checking in with the 
local film tribunal there, also visiting. 

Charles L. O’Reilly, formerly head 
of the N. Y. Theatre Owners 
Chamber of Commerce, to Florida 
for a rest, accompanied by his wife. 

A. L. Burks, with Metro in the 
Charlotte territory, flew in Saturday 
(22) to celebrate his son’s 21st birth- 
day, returning south the next night. 

American Concert Ass’n will enter 
the legit production field, announces 
Reed Lawton, prez, with two plays 
with music during the 1941-42 sea- 
gon. 

Ramon Novarro has nixed cafe of- 
fers from Monte Proser for his 
Beachcomber, Miami, and from Irv- 


ing Zussman for his La Conga, in| 


Irvin Marks, ex-Paris agent, into 
business for himself here, having 
called off a possible hookup with the 
rays York office of Myron Selznick 

oO. 

Collier Young, recently-named 
Coast story editor of RKO, arrived 
in N. Y. Saturday (22) for a 10-day 
get-acquainted session at the home- 
office. 

Jack Cohn to Florida this week; 
Leonard H. Goldenson, Par theatre 


exec, just returned from Miami, and | 
Charlie Casey, indie exhib, already 


there. 
Douglas Churchill, N. Y. Times 
Hollywood correspondent, back to 


the Coast Friday (21) after trip to 
New Orleans, Nassau, Florida and 
New Yark. 

Duke Wellington, for 


art head 


Publix Theatres for many years and | 
previously with National Screen Ac- | 


cessories, has returned to the latter 
in its art department. 


Harry Tugander, assistant direc- | 
tor of newsreels at the Fair, ap-| 


ointed bureau photographer for 

niversal News in New England 
territory. H.q. in Boston. 

Dick Gilbert, who sings pop tunes 
six times weekly over WNEW at 5 
‘m., will lecture at Queens (N.Y.) 
ollege on March 7 on ‘The Cul- 
tural Aspects of Modern Music,’ 

Par h.o. has had more absentees 
during past month due to illness than 
or any similar period in many years. 
Head of the medical department, Dr. 
Emanuel Stern, is himself laid up. 

ax Liebman and Sylvia Fine 

(Mrs. Danny Kaye) who co-authors 
all of the comedian’s material at La 
Martinique, etc., have a new Broad- 
way musical set for fall production. 


James Boyle, who joined Terry | 


Turner’s road 


show exploitation staff 
at RKO early 3 


this year, now is work- 


ing out of Buffalo. He formerly 
handled dailies at the h.o. publicity 
dept. 

_Bob Weitmans, celebrating a wed- 
ding _ anniversary Saturday (22), 
combined it with a first-night-out 
for daughter Abby, who was nine on 
Thursday (20) and saw her first floor 
show at a hotel. 


Tony and Renee DeMarco go into 
the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room as 
soon as Ed Wynn folds ‘Boys and 
Girls Together.’ Road tour won't 
happen until next season, leaving 
the dancers free. 


} 
‘Thinking on Your Feet,’ by thea- 


trical attorney Louis Nizer, has been 
accepted as standard reading at the 
White House by President Roosevelt 
and his staff, according to word re- 
ceived in N.Y. by Nizer. 

The Radio City Music Hall mid- 
night gala benefit last Friday, for 
British war relief, boffed the niteries 
because of 6,000 spenders being kept 
indoors until the wee hours. 

Lou Mindling was issuing the in- 
vites to the ‘surprise’ farewell party 
being tendered him Monday (24) 
night at the Hotel Gotham. Ex- 
MCA agent is returning to freelance 
pressagentry. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Draft took half of cast in Stake 
Club’s production of ‘Trial by Mary 
Dugan.’ - 

Harlem raising $250 to buy Seeing 
Eye dog for Lula Mae Brown, 17- 
year-old blind pianist. 


Talbot Harding, ex-free lance p.a., 
now stationed at Fort Sheridan, II1., 
checking army recruits. 

Betty Johns’ new drama, ‘Three 
Came to Maidenly,’ may get April 
try-one at Play House. 

George Young, Roxy  burley 
backer, recovered from illness but 
ordered to Miami by medico, 

Artur Rodzinski dropping Cleve- 
land Symph Orchestra baton for rest 
at his farm in Stockbridge, Mass. 

Fred Wilson, WTAM production 
manager, had left arm badly burnt 
when gas heater in home exploded. 

Muriel Brown of Indianapolis here 





will marry Virginia | 


for preem of her ‘Leighton, Ltd.,’ by 
| Richard Kay’s civic stock company. 











' 


|| Shelter Shows 

















| 
} Continued from page 22a 
| and D. Knox Crighton to organize 
several concert units. Each unit 
carries its own piano, miniature 
stage setting and lighting equipment. 
Every concert party visits two 
shelters nightly, charging the cus- 
tomers 5c. for the show. 


Show caught was very amateurish, 
having a preponderance of magic. 

Opener, Joe Shellard, pianist for 
the unit, has fairly pleasing person- 
ality, with program crediting him 
for the numbers in the show. It 
seems hard to blame it all on one 
man. Shellard is a cop in private 
life. 


Howard, first to start the legerde- 
main ball rolling, goes through a 
string of elementary tricks coupled 
with very poor showmanship. D. 
Knox Crighton, who claims to have 
worked for C. B. Cochran when the 
English impresario was staging his 
periodical leg shows at the Troca- 
dero restaurant, is a compere emu- 
| lating the style of Oliver Wakefield, 
but lacking his finesse. He proves 
boring. He also does 
Best of the ‘regulars’ is undoubtedly 
Hazel Hughes, whose burlesque of 
an Edwardian actress is worthy of 
/an intime West End revue. 

Entire show 
dom by the inclusion of two visiting 
stars. Ike Hatch, American, for 
many years member of the vaude- 
ville team of Hatch and Carpenter, 
and now a frequenter of loca] radio 
| Programs, has fine pipes and good 
| salesmanship. 
| Richard Goolden, a regular ether 





feature as ‘Mr. Penny,’ is in intimate 
|} comedy touches, which clicks. 

| While idea has great possibilities, 
but is in dire need of good talent. 


F 








ields’ Schnoz 


Continued from page lo—emeeel 











have to go back to juggling, which 
was pretty good in the old Ziegfeld 
|days but wouldn't go very far in 
Hollywood.’ 


shorted the Government when he 


| paid only $84,855 on his income in | 


1927. Uncle Sam says it should have 
' been $101,141 on his total earnings 
' of $231,303. Fields contends that his 
| expenses for publicity and advertis- 

ing, including flowers for the lady 


critics, steaks for the gents and the | 
i upkeep of his nose, which requires | 
a cunning combination of orange! 


‘juice and rum, keeps him practical- 
ly broke. 
|other item in the Fields expense ac- 
count, Bill said he paid them $1,000 
a week, forgot their names and wrote 
, his own stuff. 

| The case was taken under advise- 
ment by a member of U. S. Board 
|}of Tax Appraisers. 


conjuring. | 


. | 
is saved from bore- 


The Federal idea is that Fields | E 
- | attack and expects to be back on job | 


As for film writers, an- | 





South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





‘The Great Dictator’ had first South 
| African screening at 20th Century 
theatre, Johannesburg. 
4 African Consolidated Theatres, 
20th-Fox and United Artists going in 
big for newspaper advertising. 
Queen's theatre, Ladysmith (Na- 
tal), a new cinema addition, It's 
, Showing 20th-Fox and UA pix. 
‘Escape’ (M-G) pulled capacity at 
Pleza, Cape Town. Norma Shearer 
and Robert Taylor are popular favor- 
| ites here, 
Coming M-G releases 
Africa: ‘Sporting Blood,’ ‘Dr. Kildare 
| Goes Home,’ ‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ 
| ‘Bitter Sweet.’ 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) proved a strong at- 


| traction for the Odeon, Sea Point, | 


Cape Town, pulling capacity for two 
and a half weeks. 


fans, and midnight previews of pic- 
tures are the latest craze. 

Sixty Glorious Years’ 
big click at Colosseum (African 
Theatres), Cape Town. Anna Nea- 
gle’s acting drew big praise. 

‘Spring Parade’ (U) at Colosseum, 
Cape Town, drew biz due to Deanna 
Durbin’s popularity. Pic is not con- 
ee strong enough for the young 
Star. 
| Sybil Jason returned to South 





Africa. To fit in with her arrival the | 


Odeon, Sea Point, Cape Town, 
screened ‘Little Princess,’ starring 


has a part, 


Odeon, 20th-Fox’s new cinema at Sea 
Point, Cape Town suburb. New 
manager is Dudley Cassell. Dudley 
toured South Africa years ago with 
Afrique for African Theatres, act 
then being billed as Dudley and Alec 


(Afrique). 
St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Cliff Johnson, one of the operators 
of the Lyric, downtown, celebrating 
birth of a son. 

Nathan Milstein, Russian pianist, 
will be guest artist with the St. Louis 
| symph Feb. 28 and March 1. 
| Leonard Reid, producer of shows 





| at Club Plantation, midtown nitery, | 


| back from Chicago hospital. 

Jacques Silvers, 26, maestro of a 
local dance band, and John Aisar 
Kury, 23, nitery- m.c., drafted. 

Members of the local Variety Club 
have raised enough coin to purchase 
two ambulances for the Britains. 

Ben Reingold, manager of the local 
20th-Fox exchange, has earmarked 
$10,000 for facelifting of the building. 


dark since Feb. 9. 

Second annual Southwest Sports- 
men’s Show drew total of 121,000 
customers in nine-day stand in Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium. 
| Johnny Perkins, part owner of the 
Pow gree East St. Louis recreation 
spot, back at his stint after a 12-day 
| sojourn with medicos 
| hospital. 

Harry Crawford, manager 
Fanchon & Marco’s downtown Am- 
| bassador, has addressed 150 various 
organizations since January, 1940. He 
spiels on his experiences in legit. 

Don Lohbeck, concert pianist, and 





in a local 


| Virginia von Schrenk, socialite, 
| eloped last week. Honeymoon cut 
short to enable the bridegroom to 


play at the Club Caprice, Coronado 
| hotel nitery. 

Paul Robeson, in his first personal 
| here, drew $4.400 gate to the opera 
house in the Municipal Auditorium. 
Take enabled Entertainment, Inc., 
headed by Paul Beisman, to reap a 


nice profit. It was the organization’s | 


first try. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Mickey Coen, M-G salesman, down 
with flu in Aberdeen, S. D. 
Fred Barto, 
trict exploiteer, in from Chicago. 
Bill Scholl off to Cleveland to as- 


sume duties as district exploiteer for 


RKO there 

Marion Langeness resuming her 
20th-Fox office duties after several 
weeks of illness. 

Arch Zacherl, veteran Universal 
salesman, up and around after heart 


soon. 


manager’s secretary to devote self to 
domestic duties. 

Harold Johnson, 
| salesman, 
| Windom, Minn., Community club at 
its annual dinner. 

Twin City Variety club had party 
for Bert Wheeler and principals and 
chorus of Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
plaving at Orpheum. 
| _Eddie Ruben and Bill Elson han- 

dling arrangement for Twin City 

Variety club’s ‘Gold Rush Days of 49’ 
| affair to raise money for charity 

projects. 
| Art Weems in from Chicago to 

supervise opening of first of his hotel 
!and supper club unit shows at Hotel 


Universal city 


in South | 


Something out of the usual carries | 
attraction for South African cinema | 


(RKO) a! 


Shirley Temple, and in which Sybil , 


C. A. Cathro out as manager of the | 


‘The Male Animal’ will play one | 
week at the American theatre start- | 
ing March 10, relighting the house | 


of | 


Paramount’s new dis- | 


After 12 years with company. Bess 
Pokin resigning as Columbia branch | 


delivered address before | 


| Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, where 
it's going great guns. 

Dick Woollen succeeding Alvin 
| Anderson as Orpheum. theatre 
| treasurer, latter being transferred to 

Mort H. Singer’s house in Davenport, 
Ia., in similar capacity. 


Rio de Janeiro 


Fox Films cocktail 
Wurtzel, visiting exec. 

Candido Botelho, Brazilian tenor, 
arrived on the S. S. Argentina from 
the U. S., where he filled a concert 
tour. 


Manuelita Arriola, Mexican actress 
appearing at the Atlantico 





parting Sol 


‘now 


Casino, was robbed of a $500 brooch | 


between shows. 


The General Electric Co. has con- 
tracted the services of Jose Machado, 
'a Brazilian, to speak from the UV. S. 
| over station WGEA, 
| 


Raul Roulien, Brazilian actor, is 
charged with striking an actress 
with his fist when she attempted to 
collect her back wages. 
| Pedro Vargas, Mexican tenor, and 
' Jean Sablon, French singer, both re- 
ceived their permanent papers and 
can now Stay in Brazil indefinitely. 

Al Szeckler, head of Universal for 
| Brazil, arrived in Brazil 20 years 
|ago. Members of the local film 
| board celebrated the date by giving 
/him a luncheon, 




















Continued from page 5 





March 6-7, and the Canadian pow- 
wow to follow that, date to be set 
later, 

Monogram is going forward with 
plans for a convention late in March, 
but to date neither United Artists 
nor Columbia has discussed the mat- 
ter, also whether or not they may 
hold national conclaves or regionals. 

Expected, however, that all of the 
companies outside of the decree 
which will be selling films en bloc 
will hold their conventions before 
the spring is over, whereas the oth- 
ers probably will not have theirs 
|until June at which time the first 
group of five features may be ready 
and can be screened. A set num- 
ber of films for ’41-42 may not be, 
| outlined, however. 

Metro in Hollywood 

Understood that Metro, thinking of 
a national sales meeting in Holly- | 
wood, is desirous of having at least | 
five 1941-42 pictures ready for| 
screening and discussion from the | 
new sales point of view. All sales- 
men and possibly bookers are likely | 
to attend the Metro meeting, the 
same going for uther companies ex- 
cept that it cannot be said at this 
ltime whether national conventions 
| followed by regionals or the latter 
alone will be programmed. 

RKO, whose George J. Schaefer 
has indicated the company will make 











"41-42 Sales Plans | 


Hollywood 


Lloyd Nolan hopped off to Detroit. 
| David Bruce laid up after a motor 
| crash. 

Jeffrey Lynn bought a ranch in the 
| valley. 
| Joe Rivkin joins the Army on 
March 15. 

Noel Coward clippered in from 

Australia. 
| William Orr bedded 
chial trouble. 

Bill Cagney getting ready for an 
| appendectomy. 
Dave Lewis te Honolulu 
| month’s vacation. 

Widow of Armand Kaliz adminis- 
ters his $23,000 estate. 


George Tobias hopping to keep up 
with three pictures at Warners. 
Joseph Shagrin in from Youngs- 
town, O., to visit his brother Max. 
| Linda Darnell’s salary at 20th-Fex 
hiked from $75 to $750 in 18 months. 


Ginger Rogers’ illness delayed 
oat of ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ at 


Charles Ruggles returned to work 
at Universal after siege of bron- 
chitis. 

Jack Forrester taking pointers 
from Alex D’Arcy on native scenic 
effects. 

Ralph Bellamy setting out for the 
Gallapagos Islands on a fishing ex- 
pedition. 

Major W. S. Van Dyke up from 
| the San Diego base for a visit with 
his family. 

Sol Shor checked off the Republie 
serial writing staff to join the Army 
for a year. 

Fidel LaBarba, former  feather- 
weight champion, departed 20th-Fox 
writing staff. 

Mort Singer, David Loew, Al 
Lewin and Jack Hively trained in 
from Broadway. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke celebrated 
his 48th birthday and 36th anniver- 
sary as an actor. 

Abbott and Costello selling their 
eastern property to buy homes in 
southern California. 

Milt Hossfeld in from New York 
for the National Theatres division 
managers convention. 

Lillian Roth hospitalized after ac- 
cusing her husband, Eugene Weiner, 
of socking her with a telephone. 

‘Grapes of Wrath’ was voted the 
outstanding picture of 1940 by Uni- 
versity of Southern California studes. 

Dink Freeman playing the copper 
in Pasadena Playhouse production of 





with bron- 


for a 








40 pictures for the '41-42 semester, 
will hold a convention but beyond 
determination on such plans noth- 
ing is definite. 

Among other things, in the dis- 
tribution field the feeling is that even | 
if a year’s product cannot be an- 
nounced as in past years, under the 
consent decree it will be doubly im- 
portant to get the sales forces to- 
gether for the usual hop-up, as well 
as for screening of early film ready | 
and instructions on sales policy, the 
decree itself, etc. There is some feel- 
ing that regionals may be more de- 
sirable because smaller meetings are 
easier to handle and conditions differ 
in various territories. 

Metro had a preliminary meeting 
in Chicago around the holidays, 
while Par also held one there and 


| 20th did likewise on the Coast. War- 

|ner Bros. is discussing a similar 

| prelim huddle for March. Schaefer 
and Ned Depinet are presently dis- 
cussing °41-42 plans 

| Par in April? 

Par is mulling another sales meet- 
ing of h.o. heads and district man- 
agers for next month or April, 
which may be a preliminary to a na- 


has 


convention. So far there 
been no discussion in Par concern- 
a national] meet or regionals 
with branch managers, salesmen, etc. 
to follow a March-April huddle 
among the top execs in sales. 


tional 


ing 


Five 
their 
June 
They cannot start selling these pic- 
tures until they have been screened. 
This partly explains the rush on the 
part of the non-decree distributors 
in getting out to sell, their hope be- 
ing that they can close up a lot of 
deals with exhibs before the Par- 
Metro-WB-20th-RKO contingent gets 
around to them. Also, they are free 
to offer a full season’s lineup, while 
the Big Five is restricted to five or 


first batch of fives ready in 


less at a time and then only after | 


customers have been given an oppor- 
j tunity to see them. 


or at the latest early in July. | 


‘Margin for Error.’ By day he’s a 
cutter at Columbia. 

Separate maintenance suit against 
Hal Roach dismissed but couple will 
continue to live apart. She originally 
asked for $2,125 a month. ; 

Shirley Stewart, night club singer, 
filed $21,000 damage suit against It 
cafe, charging use of her picture for 
advertising purposes after her en- 
gagement ended. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Bill Maloney, of WB contact office, 
has left for year’s service in the 
Army. 

The Harry Kalmines shove off for 
Miami in a few days for a short va- 
cation. 

Carnegie 
Davis is the 
Meyer Davis. 

‘y’ Playhouse doing ‘What a Life’ 


Gary 
leader 


freshman 
of band 


Tech 
son 


next month with Robert Klein in 
Ezra Stone role. A 
Lou Bolton’s protegees, singing 


Galli Sisters, have been taken under 
Benny Davis’ wing. 

Les Appleby in from Canada 
ahead of Frank McCoy’s production 
of ‘Night Must Fall.’ 

Edward A. Morgan named to di- 
rect annual Cap and Gown show at 
University of Pittsburgh. 

The C. J. Lattas and their daugh- 
ter, Dotty Lou, get back this week 
from a California vacation. 


C. S. Forester, author of ‘Captain 
Horatio Hornblower,’ coming in for 
a lecture next Monday (3). 

Y.M.C.A. Triangle Players have 
|}Clare Booth’s ‘The Women’ sched- 
uled for an April production 

Playhouse biz manager Bill Wood- 


ide on job again after being laid up 


in a Philly hosp for two months. 
Charlie Kemper, who was at the 
Casino with Ann Corio in the fall, 
back again in the Ginger Britton 
show. 
Owen Clery will be shifted from 
Fulton here to Park theatre in 


Youngstown, O., during run of ‘Fan- 


| tasia.’ 
All of the companies in the Big} 
group are expected to haye| 


The Bill Greens and DeArv Bar- 
ton, of MCA office in Cleveland, 
sharing a Miami Beach house for a 
month. 

Gerardo Troupe has dwindled to 
Jerry Gerardo and Helen Sekac, and 
| they’re now a team at the Club Bali 
in Philly. 

Clifton Webb’s ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ which played two weeks 
here recently, coming back to Nixon 
' March 17. 

Little Tony Ross, of touring ‘Hell- 
zapoppin,’ and Eleanor Glaza, of De- 
troit, were married in Cincy couple 
of weeks ago. 

Art England started for Miami. got 
|to Washington, heard the weather 
| was bad and turned right around 
and came back, 
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OBITUARIES 


MELBOURNE MACDOWELL 


Melbourne MacDowell, 84, hus- 
band of Fanny Davenport and a star 
in his own right during the red 

lush era of the theatre, died at the 

lasonic Home in Decoto, Cal., near 
Oakland, Feb. 18, of a blood clot on 
the brain, 

Despite his advanced years Mac- 
Dowell had been working for sev- 
eral years in collaboration with Mrs. 
Anne Broughton on two memoirs— 
one dealing with the life of Miss 
Davenport, which is practically com- 
pleted, another with his own career. 
Mrs. Broughton, also 84, is an in- 
mate of the Home. 


MacDowell ran away from home, 
to go to sea as a boy of 11. By the 
time he was 24 he had his mate’s | 
papers, and then he turned to the 
theatre, making his start with Alice | 
Nielson in Montreal in a theatre op- 
erated by his brother, the late Ed- 
ward MacDowell. 


MacDowell, a matinee idol, spe- 
cialized in heroic roles, winning ac- | 
claim as Mare Antony, Scarpia in 
‘La Tosca,’ Boris Ipanoff in ‘Fedora’ 
and Andreas in “Theodora Virginius.’ 
He appeared with Miss Davenport 
until her death, when he co-starred 
for several seasons with Blanche 
Walsh. He played films in the silent 
days. 

It was of MacDowell that Amy 
ony Chicago critic, wrote in her 

ook, ‘Some. Piayers,’ published in 
1899: ‘He is Fanny Davenport’s 
greatest work of art.’ 

MacDowell’s death followed within | 
a few days that of Frank B. Hart- | 
man, superintendent of the institu- | 
tion, who succumbed to the same 
ailment at the age of 70. He had | 
been a walkon in New York in a 
McCullough production in which | 
MacDowell had a bit. They did not | 
meet, however, until both had 
reached Decoto more than half a 
century later, 


| 


ROBERT P. GIBBS | 


Roberto P. Gibbs, 81, long a prom- | 
inent Broadway actor whose career | 
Bpanned several decades, died Feb. | 
22 at a nusing home in Clifton, | 
Staten Island, N. Y., after a long ill- 
ness. 

Gibbs, who began his career in 
1883 in Shakespearean repertory, | 
was born in Scranton, Pa., and, after 
trouping in stock, appeared in the 








original cast of ‘Mr. Barnes of New | Bijou, Poli and Paramount vaude 
York, in 1888. An active player | houses. He was a member of the 
in the ’90s, he also had roles in | New Haven Symphony Orchestra for | daughter. 


‘Hands Across the Sea,’ ‘Trilby’ and | 
‘The Ghetto.’ 

‘Trilby,’ an 1895 production, in | 
which Gibbs. supported Virginia | 
Harned and Wilton Lackaye, afford- | 
ed him perhaps his best-known role. | 
After the turn of the century he was | 
seen in a 1904 revival of ‘The Two | 
Orphans’ and appeared as a mem-| 
ber of the original casts of ‘Madame | 
X,’ ‘Blossom Time’ and ‘The Pit.’ | 
Among his last engagements were | 
those in ‘Ashes of Love’ and a Walter | 


Hampden production of ‘Caponsac- | together with their children, were in 


chi,’ both of which were 1926 pres- 
entations. 


| refurbishing 
| changed 


‘atres for years and with A. L. Er- | 


| Miami, 


‘eran stage and screen actor, died 


‘many years in stock and legit, his 


| years was a director for Vitagraph. 


Erlanger, died Feb. 21 after a two 
'months illness at his home in Mor- 
lristown, N. J. 
| Born in Ireland, Powers went to 
'Chicago as a youth and began his 
'long career in 1877 as an usher in 
|Holley’s theatre there. Later, he 
| was appointed its manager and after 
the house in 1898 
its name to the Powers. 
The theatre remained in his hands 
until its sale in 1923. 

As president of the Amusement 
Company of Illinois, Powers oper- 
ated the Illinois and Blackstone the- | 


langer had a joint interest in the 
house named for the Broadway pro- 
ducer. Retiring 10 years ago, he 
had only recently moved to Morris- 
town. 

Surviving are two daughters, Jo- 
sephine M. Powers and Mrs. Ed- 
ward F. Dunne, both of Morristown, 
and a son, Harry J. Powers, Jr., of 
Fla. His wife, Mary, died 
a year ago. 





GEORGE LORIMER JOHNSON 
George Lorimer Johnson, 82, vet- 


Feb. 20 at his home in Hollywood 
after a long illness. He is survived 
by his widow, one son, Richard K. 
Johnson, a Hollywood production 
manager, and two sisters. 

During his youth Johnson was 
connected with the diplomatic serv- 
ice in Washington, leaving the corps 
to enter dramatic stock. He spent 


initial stage effort being in ‘Nordick,’ 
with the late Frank Mayo. 

Leaving the legit field Johnson en- 
tered films and for a number of 





He left during the World War to go | 
to South Africa and was the first | 
director ever to film a picture there | 
with a native Zulu cast. In recent 
years Johnson played numerous parts | 


in Hollywood films. 


ARTHUR J. EHEHALT 
Arthur J. Ehehalt, 56, New Haven 
musician, died in New Haven hos- 
pital Feb. 18 after seven weeks’ ill- 
ness. 
A native of New. Haven, Ehehalt 


|spent most of his life in musical 


activities. An early concert player, 


20 years and served as its personnel 
manager. Also was secretary of 
Local 234, Federation of Musicians, 
for 15 years. 

Widow, daughter and brother sur- 
vive. 





ALIDA DURAND 


Mrs. Alida Durand, 78, formerly in | 


vaude, died Feb. 21 at her home in 
Cheshire, Conn. 

Born in New Haven, deceased was 
married to Howard W. Durand who, 


| vaude as the Five Musical Durands. 
| Team was made up of father, mother, 


(duced operettas in Australia. 


| nual collections of the best short | 
which he had edited since} 
He was also editor, from 1921 | 


| stories, 
| 1915. 
on, of Best British Short Stories. 


| O'Brien was born in Boston, edu- | 
cated at Harvard and began his| 


career as a book reviewer for the 
| Boston Evening Transcript. 





JAMES H. GRADY 


James H. Grady, 70, vaudeville and 
musical comedy performer, whose 
retirement some 10 years ago ended 
| a long and colorful stage career, died 


| Feb. 17 in Lynn, Mass. 


Born in Boston, he moved to New 


York at an early age and appeared | 


in such musicals as ‘The Student 
Prince’ and other contemporary 
operettas. He also had roles in sev- 
eral plays produced by Robert Edson 
and James O'Neil. 

He leaves two brothers and a sis- 
ter, 





CLARA T. BRACY 

Clara Thompson Bracy, 94, who 
started her stage career 50 years ago, 
died in Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Deceased made her first appear- 
ance at the Drury Lane theatre, Lon- 
don, and later, with her husband, 
Henry Bracy, concert tenor, she pro- 
Mrs. 
Bracy arrived in the U. S. in 1910 
and went under Charles Frohman’s 
wing, appearing with John Drew, 
Otis Skinner, Ethel Barrymore and 
others. One of the earliest film 
actresses, she made pictures for 
Kinemacolor and later Biograph. 





JANE HADING 


Jane Hading, 81, long a star of the 
Paris stage, died in Neuilly, a Paris 
suburb, on Feb. 18, according to 
word received in Vichy. The daugh- 
ter of one of France’s foremost melo- 
dramatic actors, she was born Jeanne 
Alfredine Trefouret. 

Miss Hading studied music at the 
Marseilles Conservatory and went on 
to become the reigning favorite for 
20 years at the Comedie Francaise. 
She was particularly noted for her 
acting in ‘Les Effrontes’ and ‘L’Ad- 
venturiere.’ 





DAN BURGUM 

Dan Burgum, 63, former film thea- 
| tre manager in Des Moines, died in 
|a Kansas City, Mo., hospital, Feb. 17. 
He had been in ill health for three 
years, 

Burgum went tc Des Moines in 
| 1907 and later became manager there 
of the Garden, picture house. A num- 


'under Eddie Wittstein, he later | ber of years ago he left Des Moines 
| joined pit orchestras in New Haven’s | to manage a theatre in Greenville, 


| Miss. 
Survived by widow, son and one 


> 





MRS. EDYTHE PORTER 


Mrs. Edythe Porter, 57, an actress, 
was found dead in her New York 
apartment Feb. 23, an apparent sui- 
cide by illuminating gas. 





not immediately 
| tragedy. 


informed of the 





JOSEPH COYNE 


a nursing home in Surrey, England. 
| American comedian resided in Eng- 


Funeral services will be held to-|two daughters and a son. Act gave | land for the last 35 years. 


day (Wednesday) in New York un- 
der auspices of the Actors’ Fund, 
with burial. taking place in the Fund 
plot at Kensico cemetery, Westches- 
ter County, N. Y. A member of the 
Players and the Actors’ Fund, he is 





survived by a brother, Dr. L. H. 
Gibbs. 
SIR HAMILTON HARTY 


Sir Hamilton Harty, 60, Irish con- 
ductor and composer who batoned in 
San Francisco and Los Angeles some 
10 years ago and later officiated as 
guest conductor of symphony or- 
chestras at Chicago’s Century of 
Progress Exposition, died Feb. 19 at 
his home in Brighton, England. 

Knighted in 1925 in recognition of 
his services to Irish and English 
music, Sir Hamilton was born in 
Hillsborough, County Down, Ireland, 
and received much of his early musi- 
eal education at the Royal Irish 
Academy. While still a youth he 
was regarded as one of the most able 
piano accompanists of his time. 

Among Harty’s compositions were 
such works as ‘With the Wild Geese,’ 


‘Irish Symphony’ and ‘Comedy Over- | 


ture. A former conductor of the 
London Symphony Orchestra, he 
long directed the Halle Symphony of 
Manchester. 





HARRY J. POWERS 


Harry J. Powers, 81, retired Chi-| 


cago theatrical manager who once 
owned the Illinois and Blackstone 
theatres there, and long was the 


Loop representative of the late A. L. 


| some 3,700 performances on old-time 
| vaude circuits. Couple also con- 
| ducted a costuming company in New 
| Haven for some years. 
Surviving, in addition to husband, 
are two daughters, one son and sev- 
eral grandchildren. 


| 


WALTER D. GREENE 


Walter D. 





Greene, 68, veteran 


actor who retired six years ago, died 
Feb. 20 at his home in Great Neck, 
L. I., after a long illness. A native of 
took support- 
ing roles. In his 35 years in the thea- 
tre he had appeared in a number of 


Baltimore, he usually 


David Belasco productions. 

A member of The Lambs 
Actors Equity, he leaves a brother, 
Thomas, and a sister, Mrs. William 
Bussang, of Stamford, Conn. Funeral 
services were held in New 
Saturday (22). 





| WILLIAM A. KONSTANCE 

| William A. Konstance, 58, former 
;} pit conductor in Poli theatres, died 
Monday (24) at his home in Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

A musician in the U. S. Marine 
Corps in the Boxer rebellion and the 
Philippines. Konstance played violin, 
sax and clarinet. 





EDWARD J. O’BRIEN 


Edward J. O’Brien, 50, European 
story editor for 
Mayer, and _ internationally 


recog- 


nized authority on the sfort story, | 
| died in London yesterday (Tuesday). | 


| O’Brien was best known for his an- 


and 


York ness, 


Metro-Goldwyn- | 


Details in legit section. 





LEO MORAN 
Leo Moran, 30, trombonist for- 
merly with the Hal Kemp band, died 
| Sunday (23) in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
| Further details in music section. 





Mrs, Helen E. Berry, 52, owner of 


the Princess theatre, Edmonds, 
Wash., died at her home in Edmonds 
Feb. 15. Surviving are her mother 


and two daughters. 

Mrs. Berry was one of the few 
women theatre operators in the 
Northwest section, 


— — 


Mrs. Mary Silvers, 71, mother of 


Louis and Sid Silvers, died last week | 
in New York after a lingering ill- | 


Louis Silvers goes east for 
|the services and turns the musical 
direction of Monday night's 

| airshow over to Rudy Schrager. 








W. C. ‘Cap’ Holliway, 71, Frisco 
| newspaperman for over 30 years, 
| died in Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 22. He 
| was father of Harrison Holliway, 
general manager of stations KFI- 
KECA, in Los Angeles. 





Mrs. Antoinette Kaliz died in Los 
Her son Armand, 
actor-writer, died only two weeks | complete a 


Angeles Feb. 17. 


ago at the age of 40. 





} don, Feb. 19, 


A daughter, Virginia, with whom | 
she lived, was out of town and was | 


Joseph Coyne, 74, died Feb. 20 in | 


Lux | 


Father, 78, of Gyles Isham, British 
stage and screen actor, died in Lon- 








J 











| 


| 
|dress in freezing tents and when 


the mike began sounding like a pneu- 
matic drill. It was ‘Hellzapoppin’— 
in spades. 

Show, not playing on Mondays in 
New York, marched on Dix to pro- 
vide this unsuspecting 20,000-man 
Army post, accustomed to nothing 
| more violent than 5-inch field pieces, 
with its most exciting day since No. 
158 in person arrived last fall. It 
was staged for the benefit of the 
Army Relief Fund, which provides 


Net was in the vicinity of $1,000. 
$1-$1.50 Admish 


Admish to the show was $1.50 for 
reserved seats and $1 for others— 





Salute 


Ft. Dix, Feb. 25. 
Ft. Dix yesterday (Monday), 
for but the second time in re- 
cent history, put on a full regi- 
mental review to honor civilians. 
At the receiving end of the 
salutes were not Government of- 
ficials, not foreign dignitaries, 
not personal friends of the gen- 

eral, but—Olsen and Johnson. 


Review of more than 5,000 in- 
fantry troops, mechanized forces, 
artillery and equipment was 
staged in appreciation of the 
comics bringing ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
to Dix for a benefit performance. 
The other civilian honored with 
such a parade was Mayor Frank 
Hague, boss of Jersey City. 








and in that lies a tale of near-mu- 
tiny. With those comparatively fancy 
prices (film admish here is 1l4c), 
tickets were offered only to officers. 
A howl went up from the enlisted 
| men, a few newspapers mentioned it, 
|and the ducats became available to 
|any soldier with a buck. Officers 





had gotten everything in sight in the | 


1,034-seat theatre, however, by that 
time. Then came orders that part of 


| the camp would practice a ‘blackout | 


|}march’ (no lights of any kind, even 
}on the trucks) Monday night. Of- 
| ficers assigned were forced to cancel 
jreservations for ‘Hellz’ and Joe 


| Rookie got a break. About 200 were | 


| also allowed to stand along the walls 


| —which they later discovered wasn’t | 


| bad at all because the chorus gals 
| had to scramble over their feet to 
| get to their dressing room in the 
rear of the house. 

In addition to being the toughest 
conditions under which a Broadway 
show has ever operated, it was also 


the closest thing to a real first-night | 


that an army camp has seen since 
| Chateau Thierry. Front of the new 
| theatre, resplendent in lavender 
| neon, was mobbed by hundreds of 
soldiers hoping to be able to pick off 
a seat at the last minute or, at least, 
get a glimpse of the celebs and the 
| Col. O’Gradys and their ladies in 
evening dress. A whole company of 





street cop keeping the mob back and 
| untangling the jam of cars. 
Co. of 126 Troupers 

‘Hellz’ marched on the camp 126 
strong, including 25 musicians and 
nine stagehands. Everyone donated 
his time on his day off (they had pre- 
viously played a regular show and the 
British benefit at the Radio City Music 
| Hall on Friday, two shows Saturday 
and two shows Sunday). Two army 
trucks took the stagehands, costumes, 
lights and props down in the morn- 
ing and three buses transported the 
cast during the afternoon. 

When the stage crew arrived, they 
found they had no curtains. A hurry 
call to New York and some fancy 
rigging remedied that—with the cur- 
tains being presented to the camp 
| after the show by O. & J. Then the 
| electricians found the Ft. Dix electric 
| system on the lightweight side for 
their heavy equipment (which in- 
cluded the Winter Garden switch- 
| board). There was another hurry 
call and army scout cars began re- 
cruiting New Jersey for a portable 
generator. They finally found one 
at the armory of an 
battalion in Jersey City. State police 
escorted it most of the way to Dix. 





When it arrived, accustomed to such 


prosaic tasks as lighting million-can- 
dlepower airplane-spotting search- 
lights, it balked. Flood and spot- 
lights, however, suddenly went on 
in the middle of the first act. 
Croix de Something for Mears 
Next baffling discovery was a 
bsence of dressing rooms. 
Pare carpenter Jack Mears—whom 





| it igs rumored the army is going to! 


decorate with a distinguished service 
medal—solved that one by use of a 
icouple of offices at the rear of the 


military police perspired like a 45th | 


anti-aircraft | 


‘Heilz’ to Ft. Dix 


Continued from page 1 








hall and the erection of tents out- 
side exits near the stage. Drapes 
covered the path from exit to stage. 
Tiny stoves, their iron pot-bellies 
glowing red, made only minor al- 
terations in the frigid Ft. Dix air. 
Cast was guested at a sandwich- 
and-coffee lunch in the Officers Club 
before the show (with nothing less 
than a brigadier-general in the 
army’s new blue dress uniform pour- 
ing the mocha). Very elegant buffet 


,and dance followed the performance 
for widows and orphans of soldiers. | 


with the Mt. Holly (N. J.) Musket- 
eers providing the tunes until Shir- 
ley Wayne, O. & J.’s own deadpan 
heavyweight fiddler, could stand the 
pace on longer and demonstrated in 
a jam session. 


Show itself—and that seemed to 
the cast the most minor event in 
the day—found the audience 


strangely cold, as other shows here 
have. It’s impossible not to laugh 
at much of ‘Hellz’ but whenever it 
was possible much of the house kept 
a straight face. Whether some of 
the gagging was over their heads or 
gold braid stiffens the arms it’s im- 
possible to determine, although ap- 
preciation for the troupe as a whole 
was well-evident. 
Localizing the Zanyisms 

Much of the gagging was remolded 
for a soldier audience. This angle 
clicked even better than anticipated 
at the start when Gene Meredith, 
with his slightly-dazed expression, 
attempted his crossing through the 
second row to get to the seat at the 
side of the stage from which he 


| reads his newspaper throughout the 


proceedings. Instead of his usual 
clothes, he was in the. denims of a 
recruit and carrying an old suitcase. 
General on the aisle mistook him 
for a mccoy ‘jeep’ (a new recruit) 
and tried to kick him out. 


Johnny Burke’s Wow 

Names of commanding officers 
were applied to all the stooges to 
| provide further laughs and Ft. Dix 
| biggies also were spotted for the 
usual awards of the live chicken, 
| cake of ice, step ladder, etc. Biggest 
| personal hit of the evening, how- 
ever, was scored by Johnny Burke, 
| who’s not even in ‘Hellz’. He’s to 
| be in O. & J.’s next show, ‘Crazy 
| House,’ but does a soldier monolog 
so was inserted for an audition. Such 
cracks as ‘This is a raincoat, but all 
it does is sieve the water’ had the 
privates in near convulsions, 

Next Monday night, through the 
effort of New York agent, Phil 
Morris, who was also instrumental 
in bringing ‘Hellz’ down, King Fea- 
tures will send down a number of 
its name writers and cartoonists, 
They'll include Robert Ripley, Bugs 
Bear, Alan Segar, Otto Soglow, Russ 
Westover and others. Admish will 
be 25c, also to go to the Army Relief 
Fund, which pays all expenses, as it 
did for buses, food, etc., for the O. 
& J. gang. 





| 
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| MARRIAGES 


Margaret E. Harper to Paul F. 
Harron, in Philadelphia last week. 
He’s president of WIBG, Philadel- 
phia. 

Helene Del Valle to Lee Bowman, 
film actor, Feb. 21 at Tijuana, Mex- 
ico, 

Nancy Kelly to Edmond O’Brien, 


in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 25. Both are 
film players. 
Joan Wetmore to W. Palmer 


Dixon, in New York, Feb. 21. Bride’s 
a legit actress. 

Ann Rodgers to Jay Jackson, Feb. 
14, in Columbus, O. He’s announcer 
for WBNS there. 

Irving Small, engineer at WELT, 
New Haven, and Celia Corick, Feb. 
23 in New Haven. 

Nellie Stone to Maurice McKenzie, 
Feb. 22, at Crown Point, Ind. Groom 
retired as executive assistant to Will 
Hays, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lee LeBlanc, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Feb. 18. Mother 
is the former Helene Costello, film 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Long, daughter, 
Feb, 12, in Duluth, Minn. Father is 
manager of Garrick theatre, Duluth. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Harris, son, in 
| Pittsburgh, Feb. 5. Father's manager 
| of the Palace theatre there and son 
of Frank J. Harris, president of 
, Harris Amus. Co. 





Lou Mindling tendered farewell 
party at Gotham hotel, N. Y., Mon- 
day (24). He’s leaving MCA to do 
publicity on his own, 


- 
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Literati 








Time’s Air Express Edition 
Time Magazine has mapped an in- 
rnational Air Express Edition, to 
be distributed through Pan-Ameri- 
can Airways, with the first issue to 
emerge May 5. Published in English 
with the editorial content to be al- 
most identical with the _weekly 
magazine's regular publication, the 
Air Express Edition will sell adver- 
tising separately and will permit 
subscribers to save three weeks be- 
tween the publication of the mag to 
the time they receive it. _ Where 
New Yorkers would get Time on 
Friday, those in Latin-America, 
where the venture is being tried 
fnitially, would normally receive 
their copies by the following Mon- 
day at the latest. It’s the only pub- 
lication using such a _ distribution 
method. 

The initial territory to be served, 
jn the Latin-American territorial 
setup, Will be Cuba, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, Virgin Islands and the Canal 
Zone. A special lightweight stock 
wil? be used. 


te 


The cost of distribut- 
ing Time air express will be more 
than the entire cost of the printing. 
20.000 to be initially distributed. 
Air-express to Alaska is planned 
to follow the Latin-American setup. 


Pan-Am. Club's Affair 

Pan-American Press Club, recently 
organized to promote closer under- 
standing between newspapermen of 
North and South America, held its 
‘inaugural ball at the Ritz-Carlton, 
N. Y., Monday (24). Members of the 
club include newspapermen, editors, 
writers, radio commentators and 
publishers of the two continents. 
Maria M. Garrett, who reps a num- 
ber of S. A. mags in the U. S., is 
prez. 

When it gets further established, 
club hopes to do its own publishing 
of works of its members to promote 
“vestern hemisphere culture. It also 
aims to establish reading rooms and 
libraries and to provide for scholar- 
ship exchange students between the 
continents. 








Changes in Annenberg Mags 


Resignation last week of Curtis 
Mitchell as editor of Movie-Radio 


Guide was one in a series of changes 
and promotions in the Annenberg 
screen and radio publications. Carl 
A. Schroeder, formerly editor of 
Screen Guide, was named supervis- 
ing editor of both Screen Guide and 


| 


Fred Allen ‘Titles’ Book 
The difficulty that Doubleday- 
Doran had in finding a title for H. 
Allen Smith’s partially autobio- 
graphical humorous tome, due for 
May release, has been alleviated. 


| Fred Allen, the comedian, in his pre- 


face to the book, provided the solu- 
tion, 

Allen stated that ‘.... 
were an Indian 


..if Smith 
he would be low 


;Man on any totem pole.’ 


'the Cincinnati Times, died Feb. 18 | 


Movie-Radio Guide, while Marty’ 
Lewis's title was switched from as- 
sociate editor to exec editor of 


Movie-Radio Guide. 

Other changes: Gordon Swarthout 
was named managing editor of M-R 
Guide; Wade H. Nichols as editor 
of Screen Guide and Tom Greenhow 
as western editor of Screen Guide. 

PEN’s American Unit 

With a large number of its mem- 
bers now refusees in this country, 
European PEN is establishing an 
American unit. It will be known as 
European PEN in America. 

PEN is an international organiza- 
tion of writers founded by John 
Galsworthy. Name is taken from 
initial letters of the words poets (or 
playwrights), essayists (or editors) 
and novelists. Strict qualifications as 
to quantity and quality of published 
works control membership. 

Jules Romains, now in America, is 
international president. International 
exec council is being formed by a 
member in America for each coun- 
try. H. G. Wells is honorary prez. 


‘Heavenly’ Suit 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., last 
week filed suit in Philadelphia Com- 
mon Pleas Court against the McRae- 


Smith Publishing Co, seeking an in- 
Junction to restrain the firm from 
publishing Percival Christopher 


Wren’s latest novel ‘Two Feet From 
Heaven.’ 

Morris Wolf, Warners counsel, told 
the court that the book’s title would 
be confused with ‘One Foot in 
Heaven,’ by Hartzell Spence, re- 


cently purchased by Warners for a 
picture, 





Literary Guild’s Dual Choice 


A mystery yarn and its sequel, by 
the same author but issued by dif- 
ferent publishers, have been selected 
és the Literary Guild’s dual selec- 
tion for May. It’s the first time that 
the Guild has ever chosen a mystery 
Story and the first time it’s selected 
two books jointly. 

Books, by Manning Coles, are 
Drink to Yesterday,’ published by 
Knopf on Feb. 10. and ‘Toast to To- 


morrow’ to be published next month 
by Do I sdlay 
) ubleday. 


i 


So the title 
Totem Pole.’ 


is ‘Low Man on the 





Justin Herman’s Story 

Yarn by Justin Herman, writer in 
Paramount’s shorts department, is to 
be included in the annual O’Brien 
collection of the year’s best short 
stories, 1940 edition of whichéis be- 
ing readied for publication. Piece, 
Which appeared originally in Coro- 
net, deals witn the film biz and is 
titled, ‘Smile for Me, Dear,’ 

Herman also had a piece included 
in a world of humor, 
which was published last year. 


anthology 


LITERATI OBITS 
Wade Mountforit, 77, long a news- 
paper reporter and editor, whose last 
post was that of managing editor of 


in Sarasota, Fla. He retired in 1935 
due to a fractured vertebra. 

Bruce McRae, 43, former staffman 
with the old New York Telegram 
and for 10 years associated with 


| King Features Syndicate, died Feb. | 
| 18 in Daytona, Fla. 


A heart condi- 
tion caused his retirement from 
King Features several years ago. 

Mrs. Margaret Ellen-Henry Ruffin, 
author of several books and prolific 
writer of magazine short stories, 
articles and verse, died in a Mobile 
(Ala.) hospital Feb 19. Among her 
works were ‘The North Star,’ ro- 
mance of Christianizing of Norway, 
for which tale she was personally 
praised by King Haakon. 


David Karsner, 51, vet newspaper- 
man, author, biographer and scenarist 
whose ‘book, ‘Silver Dollar,” was made 
into an Edward G. Robinson film at 
Warners in 1932, died in a New York 
hospital Feb. 20. A copyreader on 
the New York Post at the time of his 
death, he was stricken with a heart 
attack in the Post office, from which 
he was removed to the hospital. 

William M. Pepper, Sr., 66, presi- 
dent of the Pepper Printing Co., pub- 
lishers of the Gainesville (Fla.) Sun, 
died Feb. 23 in Gainesville after a 


four-month illness. 
CHATTER 
New Europe, Inc., chartered to 


conduct a magazine business in New 
York. 

Random House to publish Ward 
Morehouse’s new play, ‘U. S, 90.’ 

Howard Kahn in Hollywood to 
cover Academy Awards dinner for 
St. Paul Pioneer Press. 

Virginia Van Upp having a collec- 
tion of her short stories published 
in book form by Grosset & Dunlap. 

H. G. Rhawn, who since 1924 was 
editor of the Clarksburg (W. Va.) 
Exponent, has purchased controlling 
interest in The Clarksburg News, 
Inc., a weekly. 

Grandma’s Story Book Enterprise, 
Inc., chartered to conduct a business 
in children’s story books, ete., in 
New York. Capital stock is $50,000, 
$100 par value. 

Fred W. Burgner, of the Trenton 
Times, is the new president of the 
New Jersey Legislative Correspond- 
ents’ Club, succeeding Leo J. Hersh- 
dorfer, of the Hudson Dispatch. 

N. Y. Press Photographers Assn. 
annual display and show moves into 
Radio City this year, at the N. Y. 
Museum of Science & Industry, RCA 














building, March 29. Runs until 
April 20. 
LZ 
A.K. Pix Stars 
eee CONtinued from page 1 
of approximately $1,000,000, _at- 


tributed mostly to the drawing pow- | 


er of six yesteryear stars, Eddie 
Leonard, Blanche Ring, Gilda Gray, 
Pat Rooney, Julian Eltinge and Har- 
land Dixon. ‘Turn of the Century,’ 
preceding ‘Nights of Gladness,’ ex- 
ceeded $1,000,000 at the b.o. in 17 
months at the Horseshoe, also with 
a cast of oldtime stars, Fritzi Scheff. 
Joe E. Howard, Emma Francis and 
Willie Solar. 


‘Silver Screen’ will be staged by , 


John Murray Anderson, sets and 


costumes by Raoul Pene duBois, with 
Jances directed by Marjorie Fielding 


GQ 


Sime Biog Postponed 





Publication date of ‘Lord 
Broadway’ (Wilfred Funk; $3), 
the Dayton Stoddard novelized 
biography on Sime Silverman, 
has been deferred to a date yet 
to be set. 

It was slated for publication 
yesterday (25). 

















| New Silver 


eee Ontinued from page 1——— 





coin is a futile request and sure to 
be a flopperoo stunt. 

This has been tried many, many 
times but each time the result has 
been dismal. This fact has brought 
the rs of direct sales 
items managers of 
many stations up against a problem. 

They have many items which have 
their fair and just price they say at 
35c. Which means that they cannot be 
justifiably sold over the air at a one- 
coin price. At 25c, t! advertise 
would be losing mopey, and the 
public would be justified in thinking 
that 50c was too tough. 
| Similar instances are known in 
items in other prices, prices which 
cannot met with single coin. 
And for this reason many sales man- 


sponso several 


and the sales 





adunet ions 


ié i 


be 


a 


agers are seriously considering the 
reasonability of asking the United 
States Government to coin some 


discs of denominations between the 
present standard coins. They feel it 
would open 
sales on many items now closed to 
| radio mail-order plugging due to 


| these two-coin bugaboo, 
| 








up avenues of direct’ 


Status of Mapelson Dises 
New York. 





} 


page 48 you published an article 
headed ‘New York Public Library in 
' Possession of Rare Mapelson Discs 
of 1890s.’ Part of the information in 
this short article was inaccurate: and 
as we have the facts, we would like 
to present them to you at this time 
so that you can give your readers the 
truth of this matter. 

One specific statement nee deny- 
ing—the assertion that nothing has 
been done about re-recording the 
cylinders mentioned There has 
been a delay, due to the f that no 
Satisfactory arrangements i be 
made to date for the reprodu n 
3ut it is understood that e re ( 
will be rel ed ler the ] of 
The Friend f R rded M a 
society sponsored by the ord 
magazine - The Am Tusic 
Lover), and that they will sel! the 
lowest price possible ther the 
Library nor the Frie ng in- 
terested in making a profit. It can 
now be stated that a ition ha 
been found for the re-r« ng, and 
that the public will not have to wait 
much longer for the finished prod- | 
ucts. All the artists mentioned in 


Editor, VaRIEtTy: 
In your issue of Jan. 22, 


1941, 


on 


Variety (Jan. 22) are not to be rep- 


resented in the collection. Only those | 


records which’ reproduce 
torily will be published. 


satisfac- 


| of electric recordings, but they will 


‘of the artists. 


at least give some idea of the voices 


























| he doesn’t even have a close rival. 

Ginger Rogers looks like a winner 
'for the most outstanding perform- 
lance by an actress. Martha Scott, 
| Bette Davis and Joan Fontaine will 
be right up in the running, but may 
| split the vote to such an extent that 


|Miss Rogers will move in for her) 


| work in ‘Kitty Foyle. Katharine 
| Hepburn will receive acclaim for 
| her work in ‘The Philadelphia Story’ 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| but she is not popular with the ex- | 


tras and will 


; mosphere players. 


Extras in Oakie’s Corner 


The award for the best perform- 
|ance by a supporting actor appar- 
|ently lies among Jack Oakie, for his 
{impersonation of Mussolini in ‘The 
Great Dictator,’ Albert Basserman, 
| for his performance in ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent,’ and James Stephenson 
in ‘The Letter.’ Oakie is well liked 
by extra and stock players, whereas 
the local refugee prejudices may 
| work against Basserman being there 
at the finish. 

Judith Anderson, who was the 
houskeeper in Selznick’s ‘Rebecca,’ 
and Ruth Hussey, who played a re- 
| porter in ‘Philadelphia Story,’ look 
like the best to capture the 
award for a supporting actress. Miss 
Anderson received a big vote in the 
/nominations, and if her popularity 
holds for two more days should 
| walk away with an Oscar. 

The directorial award is certain 
to be a two-way race between Al- 
fred Hitchcock and John Ford. Ford 
was nominated for his -direction of 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ but he will re- 
'ceive just gs many votes for his 
i ‘Long Voyage Home.’ Hitchcock has 
been acclaimed by critics through- 
the for | of 
is generally liked in 
This should be a close 
a 


bets 


out lls direction 
‘Rebecca’ a! 
the industry. 
one, with Hitchcock winning by 


nose. 


country 


d 


Three writing awards will be made 
this with Quentin Reynolds, 
here lecture tour, handing out 
the Oscars as an added attraction. 
‘My Favorite Wife,’ by Leo McCarey 
and Bella and Samuel Spewack, 
looks a certain winner as the best 
original story, but ‘Edison The Man,’ 
by Dore Schary and Hugo 
will be a close runnerup. 


year, 


on a 


Wanger’s Thalberg Award? 
Walter Wanger is said to have the 
best chance to carry off the Irving 
Thalberg Award. 


receive few of the} 
| 7,000 votes that may be cast by at-| 


| Ginger, Stewart Pace Field 


Continued from page 3 








nomination ballots are an indication,;a sealed envelope containing the 
name of the top vote-getter, with 


presentation to follow. 

In previous years, news services of 
the downtown Los Angeles 
were handed complete lists of win- 
ners long before the dishes were 
cleared away. Many ignored the re- 
lease time, and some sheets were on 
the street with a ful] lineup of 
Award winners before proceedings 
were half over. An auditing firm is 
maintaining strictest secrecy on the 
ballot-counting this year. 

Nichols-Stewart Stand-off 


Dudley Nichols and Donald Ogden 
Stewart fight it out for the 
award given for the best screenplay 
regardless of source. Nichols 


; ‘Long Voyage Home’ while Stewart 


| ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 


his work on 
Nichols is con- 
sidered a slight favorite. Preston 
Sturges is considered as good as al- 
ready in for his original screenplay, 
‘Great McGinty.’ 

Gregg Toland. stands a 
chance to carry off the honors in the 
black and white camera classifica- 
tion for his lensing on ‘Long 
age Home.’ ‘Spring Parade’ and ‘Re- 
becca,’ however, are dark horses and 
may finish fast. In the color pho- 
tography class, the race is between 
‘North West Mounted Police,’ “Thief 
of Bagdad’ and ‘Down Argentine 
way. Chances are more extras saw 
‘North West Mounted Police,’ which 
may give it an edge in the final bal- 


was nominated for 


good 


Ve \V- 


| loting. 


| lies 


Two of his pic- | 


Butler, | 


tures have nominations ir 10 
classes. 

Release-jumpers are out of luck 
this year on Academy winners, as 
the new arrangement does away | 


with advance notice of Oscar recip- 


ients. Those accoladed won't know 
of their selection until actually 
called to speakers’ table to receive 
statuettes. on is called 


As each divis 
4 


up, various emcees will be handed 


The film editing award apparently 
between ‘Long Voyage’ and 
‘Rebecca.’ For the best song award 
it looks like ‘When You Wish Upon 
a Star’ or ‘Only Forever.’ ‘Puss Gets 


the Boot’ will receive the nod in 
the cartoon division, ‘Quicker ’n 
Wink’ in the one-reel shorts, and 
‘Teddy the Rough Rider’ among the 
two-reelers ‘London Can Take It’ 
may push Pete Smith to win with 
his ‘Quicker ’n Wink.’ 

The annual awards dinner is al- 
ready a _ sellout, with late-comers 
howling because hey can't get 
seats. Bob Hope will act as emcee. 


President Roosevelt will the 
affair with a radio address to the in- 


open 





dustry from the White House. Re- 
plies will be made by Walter 
Wanger, Academy president, and 
other picture leaders. 
Suing Buff. for 6G 
Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

Collapse of temporary wooden 
seats at Memorial Auditorium dur- 
ng the Sonja Henie ice show in De- 
cember has resulted in claims for 
$6,000 being filed against the 

Two spectators are seeking dam- 
ages, claiming that the seats were 
not fastened to the floor and col- 
lapsed while the claimants, pursuant 
to directions of hall attendants, were 
star in order to permit others 
to ré h the seats 


Naturally | 
these cannot come up to the standard 


The originals are in | 


sheets 


did | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


}g00d condition, never having been 
| played very much. 
| Although we would like to be able 
to give the titles of the 
the cylinders, this not possible 
he present time. Suffice it to say, 
there is an excellent example of Jean 
DeReszke’s voice on one cylinder 


selections on 
is 


ot ft 
ail 





which we hope to release the 
€2a ~fature—the- selection is- part 
of an aria from Massenet’s Le Cid 


Peter Hugh Reed. 
Judge Goldstein Writes 
New York. 


Editor, Variety: 


Some time ago Variety. carried a 
front-page article regarding Sidney 
Bernstein of London. I was so ime 
pressed with the article that I sent 
a copy of to my friend, Sir Louis 
S ling, asking him to show it to 
Sidne ernstein. I think you and 
 ¥Your-reacers-wetid be litterested—in 





earnir that Louis wrote me: 
All that Variety id t vy 
é it Sidney Bernstein y ab- 
tut correct, He is an old 
friend of mine and one of the 
Ve best, and when \v come 
over here I should like you to 
meet him. I took the liberty of 
sending him an extract of your 
letter and enclose herewith his 
reply.’ 


The enclosure was the following: 
‘Dear Sir Louis: 

‘Thank you for your letter 
with enclosure. It was very kind 
| Of you to write and send me a 
| copy of the letter which you 
had from Judge Goldstein. It 
was also very kind of him to 
have troubled to write. Please 
convey my thanks; you I know, 
will parcon my blushes, 

Yours sincerely, 
| “Sidney L. Bernstein.” 

Sir Louis also wrote me: 

‘Iam so pleased to hear that 
many of the Grand Street Boys 
remember me. It would be like 
heaven for me if I could just 
casually drop into the club and 
Shake hands with them all, but 
that is a pleasure which must 
be deferred until after the war.’ 
All of us here could indeed use a 

fe » Sir Louis Sterlings and a few 
Sidney L. Bernsteins. 

Jonah J. Goldstein. 

{Story refers to a Quentin 
Reynolds letter from London, laud- 
|ing the generosity and wartime sacri- 
fices of the Bernstein family, who 
operate a large theatre circuit in 
Engiand.—Ed.j 





Maurice McKenzie Philosophizes 
Crown Point, Ind. 
Editer, VARIETY: 

Sure I miss the friendships of Main 
that would be true no matter 
where I could go. As for the turmoil, 
excitement, pleasures w are 
largely synthetic, those thi are 
not for me to belittle, yet growing 


street; 


hich 


no 


nes 


flowers on these sometimes bitter 
Indiana acres is interesting, inspir- 

Observation, comparison, of coun- 
try and city human strata, after an 
absence of 22 years, bring definite 
impression that we are all pretty 
much alike everywhere. In this 
community I have been in homes 
where the family relationships are 
beautiful, the minds active, much 


musical talent, honest expression, 
travel-experience. And the smallish 
town of Lebanon, near Indianapolis, 
bred and harbors one Al Wynkoop, 
fas acidulous and entertaining a 
|toastmaster as Bud Kelland But 
| you ain't set for reading a treatise, 
nor am I for writin’ it. 

Maurice McKenzie. 


} 


o 
(McKenzie 
for many years 


y 


was 


Will 
Ed.) 


Havs’ aide 


Agrees With Weitman 
New York. 
Editor, \ 
I have 
of Feb. g Mr. 
et of for performer 
Paramount Theatre. 
I would like to say that I agree 
most heartily with his suggestions 
| and feel that adherence to his set of 
| rules would make performing more 
pleasant and effective to both the ar- 
| tist and audience. 
| I have clipped the column and 
placed it conspicuously in my dress- 
ing room at the Rainbow Room 
I think it is important enough to 
industry for VARIETY it 
| that cgn 
ird 
ld 


S- 


V ARIETY: 
in VARIETY 
We itman’s 


the 


read the article 
12 concerning } 


ruie at 


to reprint 


. 
sO all arti 
a ( I Dos 


nd e 


and on 
anent use 

reminder a 
while touring 
bring 


of particularly 


“4 
when, 
country you Ci 
tention 


ffenders ¢ 
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EASTER Attraction at Radio City Music Hall 








IF EVER A PICTURE WAS 
MADE TO MAKE MONEY... 


...it’s this one...with a heaven- 
sent piece of casting that 
brings together the world’s 
most publicized couple in a 
big, important hit, personally 
directed by Alexander Korda, 
working for the first time with 
A the unlimited facilities of 
® American production close at 
hand. Everybody in the trade 
is already gossiping about 
That Hamilton Woman! 


ALEXANDER KORDA presents 


,_ 
» OLIVIER 


Bg 
3 e 


Vein gi 
LEIGH 








with ALAN MOWBRAY + SARA ALLGOOD + GLADYS COOPER « HENRY WILCOXON 


Original screenplay by Walter Reisch and R. C. Sherriff 
Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 











